Yan Tak Catholic Primary School

Primary Three
English Curriculum Plan for School Academic Year 2007/2008

	Themes
	Language Skills
	Language Forms and Functions
	Text Types

(Special Features)

	
	Reading
	Listening
	Writing
	Speaking
	
	

	First term
Theme 1: 

School Days
(Chapter 3, 4)

Theme 2: 

Wonderful seasons & weather
(Chapter 1, 2)

Theme 3: 

Taste it, touch it
(Chapter 5, 6)

Second term

Theme 4:

My dream school(Chapter 1, 2)
Theme 5: 

Me and my friends
(Chapter 5, 6)

Theme 6:

Holiday time

(Chapter 3, 4)


	1. Book concept: 

a. Book cover (title, author, illustrator, publisher)
b. Contents page: 

· interpret key words in chapters and titles

· problem solving

2. Make prediction about the development of the story based on the information from the book cover. 

3. Locate specific information in a simple text. 

4. Guess the meaning of unfamiliar words (e.g. TB 3B Ch.2 P.9 honest) by using contextual or pictorial clues. 

5. Understand the connection between ideas by identifying cohesive devices: first, then, next, after that. 

6. Subjective personal pronoun referencing: He / She / It / They (Read backwards).
7. Recognize familiar words in new texts (e.g. Reader: A day at the seaside). 

8. Recognize the format and language features of some common text types (e.g. letters, diaries, poems). 

9. Problem solving skills (e.g. TB 3B Ch.5 P.27-28: Pupils have to decide whether Bobby can ride on the roller coaster by using the height restriction).

	1. Locate specific information in spoken texts. 
2. Identify key words 

3. Recognize language patterns and vocabulary items previously encountered

4. Discriminate some a. initial consonant: 
· th, d,

· th, f, 
· ph, p,
b. consonant blend

· sm, st

· sp, sw

c.  rimes

· oil oy  

· ell, all

d. final sounds

· 
	1. Use basic sentence punctuation ( , / . / ? ).
2. Reproduce sentences based on teacher’s model and use words from print in the environment.
3. Write Cursive letter A to Z. 
4. Write an invitation card (provide a short note of event, date, time and the sender). 

5. Write a letter to the NET introducing Chinese New Year.

·  Format: salutation, appropriate opening and closing
·  Content: season, weather, activities, clothes, feelings
6. Use mind maps to brainstorm ideas and plan the writing.

7. Use simple present tense to write a coherent paragraph on the following topics:

·  Describing an object (My favourite toy, an object bought at the fair) 

· content: texture, size, colour, shape, price, position, feelings
·  Describing a place (My dream school)
· content: no. of floors, facilities, position, size, things inside and things to do

·  Describing a person (Myself, My friend)
· content: height, appearance, weight, abilities, feelings 
	1. Practice saying the target vocabularies and structures. (Refer to textbook) 
2. Conversational strategies - interviewing skills 

(a) Open and close an interview. (Hi! How are you? Thank you. Nice talking to you.)
(b) Maintain an interaction by asking and answering questions. (e.g. Which festival do you like best? What is the weather like in winter?) 

3. Phonics: Identify and discriminate 
(a) initial consonant: 
· th, d,

· th, f, 
· ph, p,
(b) vowel sounds:

· ea, ee

(c) consonant blends: 

· sm, st

· sp, sw

(d) final sounds:

· nd, nt

· ay, y

(e) rimes

· ir, ire

· ell, all

· oil, oy

(f) silent gh


	1. Vocabulary
a) Ordinal numbers (1-31) 

b) Months
c) School events: school concert, school fair, picnic, Parents’ Day, Sports Day, Speech 

Day

d) Gifts: camera, watch, wallet, purse, photo frame, crayons, shoes

e) Numbers (1-100)
f) Weather: cold, warm, hot, cool, foggy, rainy, wet, windy
g) Seasons: spring, summer, autumn, winter
h) Activities in different seasons: plant flowers, go to the park, eat ice cream, fly kites, 

i) go swimming, , go hiking, wear a scarf, eat hotpots
j) Festivals: Christmas, Chinese New Year, Mid-Autumn Festival, Easter
k) Activities in different festivals: get lucky money, eat moon cakes, eat chocolate 

eggs, watch fireworks, give presents, send cards

l) Texture: soft, hard, smooth, rough, flat

m) Things at home: cushion, armchair, marble, tissue, teddy bear, key

n) Activities at the beach: collect seashells, listen to the waves, have a barbecue, build 

sandcastles, play ball games, catch crabs, splash in the sea, draw on the sand, take a nap, pack things

o) Places at school: music room, computer room, library, toilets, art room, school hall, 

classrooms, school office, playground, tuck shop, English room

p) Feelings: hungry, thirsty, sick, cold, hot, tired
q) Activities at the camp: play hide-and-seek, boil water, cook a meal, pick up rubbish, wash 
2. Use interrogative adverbs (e.g. How much is the watch? When’s Parents’ Day? What’s the weather like in winter? Which festival do you like best? What do you like doing? Where’s the art room? How tall were you? How heavy were you? What did you do?)
3. Use prepositions to indicate:

a. dates (e.g. on the first of May)

b. places and festivals (e.g. at the school fair, at Christmas)
c. time (e.g. in winter) 
4. Use modals (can and could) to talk and seek information about abilities (e.g. I couldn’t talk when I was two. Now I can walk.)
	Teaching : 

1. letters (friendly letters)

2. floor plans 
3. poems (rhyming words)
4. diaries
Exposure : 

1. conversations
2. stories

3. songs

4. posters

5. tables
6. labels

7. personal descriptions

8. poems

9. riddles

10. fables

11. chants

12. Illustrations

13. leaflets
14. rhymes

Intensive reading:

Theme 2 :

Festival 

Theme 6 :

Camp Diary


	
	
	
	·  Describing an event (A trip to Shatin Park)
·  Describing a festival (My favourite festival)
8. Write a shape poem (TB 3B P.36)
9. Use simple past tense to write about one’s personal experiences. (Topic : When I was six)
10. Write a picture story

·  create an ending

·  Coherence

	4. TSA Speaking training (Refer to Oral Practice Booklet)
a. Use phonics skills to sound out unfamiliar words.
b. Read aloud short simple text with stress, rhythm and intonation.  

c. Use examination skill to tackle the examination.


	5. Use “-ing” nouns or noun phrases to refer to the activities (e.g. I like collecting seashells and drawing on the sand.)
6. Use adjectives to describe:

a. feelings (e.g. cold, thirsty, hungry)
b. weather (e.g. hot, cold, windy, rainy)
c. texture (e.g. soft, smooth, hard)
d. size (e.g. fat, thin, tall, short)
7. Use simple present tense to describe habitual actions (e.g. We get presents at Christmas. )
8. Use of pronouns: 

a. subjective personal pronouns : I, you, they, he, she, it

b. objective personal pronouns : me, you, them, him, her, it

c. demonstrative pronouns: this, these, that, those

9.  Use simple past tense (regular and irregular verb forms) to talk about the past events (e.g. We stayed in a tent. I ate a bun.)
10. Use connectives to express sequences (e.g. First I walked to Sai Kung Park. Next I planted trees. After that, I watched a film and played games.)
a) 11. Distinguish simple present and past verbs (e.g. is>>was,  go>>went) 
	Extensive reading:

Theme 2 :

1. Chinese New Year

Theme 3 : 

1. How to make a feely box
2. A day at the seaside

Theme 5 :

1. A big fat cat


	Evaluation

	
	1. Pupils performed well in pronoun referencing

Suggestion: Introduce possessive and objective pronouns in the first term

2. Pupils performed poorly in interpreting the chapters and titles in contents page.

Suggestion:

a. More practice and earlier practice should be started in the first term
b. Stress on the interpretation skills

3. Pupils were interested in readers. It supplied extra vocabulary items and ideas in reading.

Suggestion: At least retain all the intensive and extensive readers 

4. Reader : Camp Diary

Fewer focus on:

· Create an ending(WS)

· Verb forms (WS)

· Modify the WS of Book concept(events)
	Suggestion:

1. Regular training on:

· distinguishing easily confused pairs of words (e.g. 15/50, 13,30, 12,20)

· discriminate initial consonant and rhymes

2. Start training on interpreting the speaker’s feelings by listening to the tone
	Suggestion:

1. Introduce picture story in the first term

2. worth keeping all the creative writing


	Suggestion:

1. Speaking training should be started in the first term

2. Oral Practice Booklet should be introduced to pupils at the beginning of the remedial lessons.    
	1. Building of vocabulary items through readers is more effective. (e.g. A day at the seaside, even weaker pupils could retain some vocabulary and phrases from the readers)

2. Effective introduction of simple past tense through:

a. re-arranging chapters

b. enables pupils to see the differences in verb forms by introducing simple present tense first (e.g. am>>was)

c. daily practice of verb forms
	


PAGE  
Page 2 of 2

