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1. INTRODUCTION

Assessment is an integral part of curriculum that cannot be separated from learning. The idea of
‘assessment for learning’ is not new. ‘Assessment for learning’ occurs in the learning and
teaching process where teachers collect ongoing information about student learning, diagnose
difficulties and provide timely and quality feedback for students to improve learning. The
information collected also helps teachers improve learning and teaching and plan for follow-up
actions.

Basic Competency Assessments

The Education Commission in 2000 recommended Basic Competency Assessments (BCA) in
Chinese, English and Mathematics at various key learning stages in the Education Commission
Report (2000) entitled “Learning for Life, Learning through Life”. Apart from the
Territory-wide System Assessment, the BCA also includes Student Assessment and Web-based
Learning and Teaching Support (WLTS).

In 2001, the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) was commissioned
by the Education Bureau (EDB) to develop and implement Student Assessment and
Territory-wide System Assessment under BCA. Student Assessment is an online assessment
item bank, capable of assessing through a computer system the performance of participating
students, and generating instant assessment reports for teachers’ reference. Participation of all
primary and secondary schools is on a voluntary basis and schools can use the online system
throughout the school year, at their own discretion. Related information allows teachers to
review individual student progress towards learning objectives and set learning targets for
students. The Student Assessment system was upgraded to the Student Assessment Repository
(STAR) platform in January 2017. Schools can access the platform through the website of
HKEdCity (http://star.hkedcity.net) for use.

The Territory-wide System Assessment is a low-stake assessment mainly to gauge Primary 3
(P.3), Primary 6 (P.6) and Secondary 3 (S.3) students’ performance in three subjects, Chinese
Language, English Language and Mathematics. Territory-wide System Assessment data
provides schools with information on students’ overall standards in key learning areas for the
purposes of school improvement in learning and teaching. The Territory-wide System
Assessment began at the P.3 level in 2004, P.6 level in 2005 and S.3 level in 2006.

WLTS is an online platform which provides ready-made teaching activities and materials to
address students’ learning difficulties in relevant Basic Competency (BC) for teachers’ reference
and use.

Schools can make use of data and resources provided under BCA to adjust teaching plans and
improve teaching strategies. Moreover, BCA data helps the Government provide appropriate
assistance to schools and students so as to enhance the effectiveness of learning and teaching,
realising ‘assessment for learning’.
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Review of the Basic Competency Assessments

The Coordinating Committee on Basic Competency Assessment and Assessment Literacy (the
Committee) was set up by the EDB in October 2014, with the aim of recommending directions
for the development of BCA as well as the enhancement of assessment literacy among schools.
In order to address public concerns, the Committee conducted a comprehensive review of the
P.3 Territory-wide System Assessment in October 2015. In February 2016, the Committee
submitted a report on the review', proposing the implementation of the 2016 Tryout Study (P.3)
(2016 Tryout Study).

The feedback and views collected from the 2016 Tryout Study and experience of participating
schools showed that the four new initiatives? under the Study could effectively address the
public concerns, including eliminating the incentives for over-drilling induced by the
Territory-wide System Assessment, alleviating stakeholders’ concerns about the stakes involved,
reflecting the ‘low-stake, no drilling’ design of the Territory-wide System Assessment and the
original purpose of providing feedback on learning and teaching. Therefore, the EDB accepted
the recommendations of the Committee® in January 2017, extending the four new initiatives
under the 2016 Tryout Study to all primary schools in the territory under the 2017 Basic
Competency Assessment Research Study (2017 Research Study), with a view to gathering more
comprehensive feedback and continuously reviewing and enhancing related arrangements.

2017 Territory-wide System Assessment Report

This report introduces the 2017 Territory-wide System Assessment and 2017 Research Study,
and describes the overall performance of P.3, P.6 and S.3 students® participated in the
assessment this year.

The contents of this report include: Chapter 2 outlining the assessment design and the
development of the assessment items; Chapter 3 reporting on the assessment arrangements and
introducing on-screen marking of the Territory-wide System Assessment, etc.; Chapter 4 setting
out how the standards were set and maintained as well as reporting on the proportion of students
achieving Basic Competencies (BCs) across years; Chapter 5 describing the different types of
reports made available to schools; Chapters 6 to 8 reporting in detail on the performance of
students in the Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics assessments. Examples
of the performance of students achieving BCs are also discussed in these chapters; and Chapter
9 concluding the experience gained in this year.

' “The Coordinating Committee on Basic Competency Assessment and Assessment Literacy, Report on Review of
the Territory-wide System Assessment’ (February 2016)
www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/tsa/fullreport.pdf

* Four new initiatives: improving assessment papers and question design, enhancing school reports, strengthening
diversified professional support measures, and including a questionnaire survey on students’ learning attitude and
motivation

 “The Coordinating Committee on Basic Competency Assessment and Assessment Literacy, Report on 2016
Tryout Study (Primary 3)’ (December 2016)
www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/tsa/2016fullreport-e.pdf

* Since 2012, the P.6 Territory-wide System Assessment has been implemented in odd-numbered years.
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The Development Process

This chapter sets out the process of the Territory-wide System Assessment, including its
development and review. The assessments are designed to measure a set of BCs as set out
in the BC documents of the Curriculum Development Institute. The BCs are the essential
knowledge/skills acquired by students as set out in the curriculum for each key learning
stage (only including part of knowledge and ability). In other words, the BCs are only part

of the curriculum; they do not represent the full requirements of the curriculum.

The process in developing and reviewing the assessments can be summarised as follows:

Formulate test blueprint —

A 4

Design items

y

Moderate items Reference for
assessment
v development
Endorse items next year

y

Administer System Assessment

y

Assessment paper review
(Subject Level)

Working Groups

A working committee consisting of serving teachers or school heads, a professional staff
member of a tertiary institute, subject officers and managers from the EDB and the
HKEAA was established for each of the three subjects at each level. An academic in the
discipline from the tertiary sector or a school head was appointed as Chief Examiner by the
Secretary General of the HKEAA. In appointing members of the Moderation Committee,
care was taken to ensure that they have relevant expertise in item setting, subject

knowledge and teaching experience.

Each working committee drew up ‘test blueprints’ covering all assessable BCs ensuring
coverage across different contexts, text types and item types. Each working committee also

made decisions regarding the number of items and the duration of each sub-paper. A few
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sub-papers were set for each subject. A student would be required to attempt only one
sub-paper in each subject. For P.3, the duration of the assessment for Chinese Language
was 85 minutes, English Language was 50 minutes and Mathematics was 40 minutes. For
P.6, the duration was 105, 80 and 50 minutes respectively for Chinese Language, English
Language and Mathematics. For S.3, the duration was 140, 110 and 65 minutes
respectively for Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics. Items were set by
setters and the HKEAA’s subject staff. Regular meetings were conducted to endorse and

review items so as to ensure item quality.

Under the 2017 Research Study, the items of Chinese Language, English Language and
Mathematics at P.3 level were set with reference to the recommendations of the Working
Group on Papers and Question Design under the Committee. The modifications aimed at
aligning with the spirit of the curriculum and the requirements of BCs of P.3 students, as
well as meeting students’ learning needs, and maintaining the reliability and validity of the
Territory-wide  System  Assessment. The directions, principles and specific
recommendations on the modifications for the relevant question papers and item design

can be seen in Chapter 5 of the Committee’s report (please refer to Note 1 in Chapter 1).

At the end of the review process, a final set of items was assembled into sub-papers for
each subject. Some items appeared in different sub-papers serving as inter-paper links for

equating purposes.

Territory-wide System Assessment Paper Review Focus Groups

After the release of the Territory-wide System Assessment results, a Paper Review Focus
Group in each subject and each level would be set up. Each group consists of the Chief
Examiner, serving teachers, subject officers and managers from the EDB and the HKEAA.
To ensure that the paper review is conducted in an objective manner, teacher members
come from different strata of schools and are not drawn from the Territory-wide System
Assessment Moderation Committee. The responsibilities of the group are to review the
assessment papers and marking schemes of the current year. Their comments and
suggestions are forwarded to the Moderation Committees for the development of the
assessment papers in the following year. This mechanism helps enhance the quality of

question papers and marking.
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Assessment Arrangements

The Territory-wide System Assessment this year consisted of written assessments on Chinese
Language, English Language and Mathematics, oral assessments of Chinese Language and
English Language and Chinese audio-visual (CAV) assessments on Chinese Language
respectively under the 2017 Research Study at P.3 level as well as at P.6 level and at S.3 level. A
total of 510 primary schools and 447 secondary schools participated, with a total of about
152,000 students taking part.

ORAL ASSESSMENT

The oral assessments for Chinese Language and English Language were conducted over two
days. P.3 and P.6 students took part in one session (either AM or PM) of the oral and CAV
assessments on 4 or 5 May 2017 and 11 or 12 May 2017 respectively. The S.3 oral assessment
was conducted over two days. S.3 took part in one session (either AM or PM), on either 25 or 26

April 2017.

Depending on the number of students of the school, 12 or 24 students were randomly selected to
take part in the oral assessments for each language. The list of students selected for the
assessment was not revealed until on the day of the assessment. S.3 students were assessed by
two external Oral Examiners (OEs) while P.3 and P.6 students were assessed by one internal and
one external OE. To alleviate the workload of school administrative officers and OEs, an
Assessment Administration Assistant (AAA) was sent to each school on the day of the oral
assessments to provide administrative support and ensure the smooth implementation of the

assessments.

Following the practice in previous years, training was provided to OEs by the HKEAA. Teachers
with prior experience as OEs were invited to take part in the Online Oral Training Workshop
held from February to March (S.3) and in March (P.3 and P.6). Secondary or primary school
teachers without prior experience were required to attend the OE Training Workshop conducted
in March or April 2017 for primary and secondary OEs respectively. In total, about 4,000
teachers were trained. In order to ensure the quality of OEs, the HKEAA appointed more than 40

Assistant Examiners to assist in the training.

The format of the OE Training Workshop was a briefing followed by a small group discussion
and activity. Through participation in a mock assessment, participants were able to familiarise
themselves with the marking schemes, administrative procedures and skills required to conduct
the oral assessments. Once the participants passed the mock assessment and met specific

requirements, they were appointed as OEs by the HKEAA.
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WRITTEN ASSESSMENT

Written assessments for P.3 and P.6 students took place on 13 and 14 June 2017 followed by
students at S.3 level on 20 and 21 June 2017. Invigilation was carried out by teachers at their
own schools, supported by AAAs appointed to assist in the conduct of the written assessments.

The allocation of sub-papers is highlighted in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1  Allocation of Sub-Papers to Students

Chinese Language

Reading | ¢ Students at P.3 were randomly allocated one of four sub-papers

Chinese Audio-visual

and P.6 and S.3 one of three sub-papers

Writing Students at P.3 were randomly allocated one of two sub-papers, P.6
one of four sub-papers and S.3 one of three sub-papers
Listening Each class was randomly allocated one of two sub-papers
Speaking Randomly selected P.3 and P.6 students were allocated one of 12

sub-papers and S.3 students one of 16 sub-papers

Randomly selected P.3 and P.6 students were allocated one of two

(CAV) sub-papers and each class at S.3 was allocated one paper
English Language
Reading and Writing P.3, P.6 and S.3 students were randomly allocated one of three
sub-papers
Listening P.3, P.6 and S.3 students were randomly allocated one of three

sub-papers

Speaking | ¢« Randomly selected P.3 and P.6 students were allocated one of 12
sub-papers and S.3 students one of 16 sub-papers

Mathematics e Students were randomly allocated one of four sub-papers

In order to enable the public and schools to have a better understanding and grasp of the whole
idea of the P.3 2017 Research Study, soon after completion of the P.3 assessment, the HKEAA
uploaded the question papers of Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics together
with the suggested answers with information on item design (e.g. each item paired with its
corresponding learning objective, BC and question intent) as well as the marking schemes to the

HKEAA'’s Basic Competency Assessments website (www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk).

Support Measures for Students with Special Educational Needs (SEN)
and Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students

Given that the Territory-wide System Assessment is a low-stakes assessment which serves as an
assessment tool for schools to enhance learning and teaching, we strongly encourage all students

to take part in it. Therefore, the EDB and the HKEAA have provided various support measures
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to accommodate the needs of students with special educational needs (SEN) and non-Chinese

speaking (NCS) students in attempting the Territory-wide System Assessment.
For the SEN students, the measures included the following:

1. Use of coloured paper (i.e. green) and single-paged printing of question papers for the SEN

students upon request from schools;

2. Students with visual disabilities could choose Braille scripts or use screen readers to
answer questions. For those who used screen readers, encrypted “WORD’ files in Chinese
Language and English Language were delivered to schools by the HKEAA on the days of

assessment.

For the NCS students, measures for their participation in the Chinese Language component of

Territory-wide System Assessment were as follows:

1. A bilingual version of ‘Instructions to Students’ was provided in the form of a
supplementary sheet in Reading, Writing, Listening and CAV assessments to enable NCS

students to better understand the requirements for answering questions;

2. For the Listening assessment, schools were able to use a special version of the CD (with all

the questions and answer options read aloud) for NCS students as needed; and

3. An instruction sheet with further information specifying the answering requirements for
the Chinese Reading assessment was distributed to the invigilators who could read out the
answering requirements to NCS students as needed before the assessment started. This

ensured the NCS students understood the answering requirements.

In order to allow schools and the public to learn more about the above measures, the relevant
information was uploaded to the Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) section of the HKEAA’s

Basic Competency Assessments website for their reference.
Marking and Check-marking — Onscreen Marking System

The HKEAA is committed to enhancing the quality of marking in written examinations.
Advanced information technologies are used to enhance the marking quality and efficiency as
well as the reliability and validity of the assessments. Starting from 2008, Onscreen Marking
(OSM) was adopted for the marking of Territory-wide System Assessment papers.

OSM is a computerised marking system. Barcodes are used to track a student’s identity and
his/her assessment script. Each script is scanned into a computer and the images captured and

retained for marking and recordkeeping. The secure intranet system delivers electronic images
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of students’ scripts to markers at the five assessment centres (Che Kung Temple, Lai King,
San Po Kong, Tsuen Wan and Wan Chai,). The workflow of OSM is shown in Table 3.2.

Table 3.2  The Workflow of Onscreen Marking

Students complete the assessment
v
Assessment scripts collected

v

Assessment scripts scanned and images saved

v

Images of answers distributed to markers for
viewing and marking via secure intranet system

v

Marks at question level and annotations by markers
captured by the onscreen marking system

After the completion of written assessment 2017 in June, the HKEAA recruited about 50
Marking Assistants, 600 Markers and 90 Assistant Examiners to assist with the marking and
check-marking at the assessment centres from 17 to 31 July 2017. All the Markers and
Assistant Examiners were qualified serving teachers. Attainment of the Language Proficiency
Assessment for Teachers in English was one of the requirements for English Language
Markers and Assistant Examiners. Markers’ Meetings were conducted in July to familiarise
Markers with the marking schemes. Additional training workshops were provided for training

on the functionality of OSM in order to ensure the smooth implementation of OSM.

OSM not only enhanced the marking quality but also improved the efficiency of the marking
process. Distribution of the writing scripts of Chinese Language and English Language for
double marking was rapidly achieved through OSM. Consistency in marking was ensured as
scripts with discrepancies over the allowed range between two markers’ scores were
automatically distributed to the Assistant Examiners for third marking. During the marking
period, the Assistant Examiners monitored the performance of Markers by check-marking the
scripts randomly. Subject managers and officers of the HKEAA also closely monitored the
marking process. If there was any inconsistency in marking, prompt actions were taken to

rectify the discrepancies.



4. STANDARD SETTING AND MAINTENANCE

This chapter sets out how the BC standards were set and maintained in the Territory-wide
System Assessment as well as how students’ ability indices were estimated. It also
summarises the results of the 2017 Research Study and Territory-wide System

Assessment.
How the Standards were Set

BCs are the essential knowledge/skills acquired by students (only including part of
knowledge and ability) of Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics as set
out in the curriculum for each key learning stage (P.3, P.6 and S.3). After the first year’s
administration of the Territory-wide System Assessment at each level (i.e. P.3 in 2004, P.6
in 2005 and S.3 in 2006) by the HKEAA, panels of experts were formed to set the BC
standards for the three subjects: Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics.

The BC standards set remain unchanged across the years.

Two well-known methodologies, namely the Angoff method and the Bookmark method,
were used for setting the standards. For the Angoff method, the experts were asked to
imagine a student who has grasped the BCs at the end of his/her respective key stage (P.3,
P.6 or S.3). Each expert was asked to write down in a well prepared form their envisaged
probabilities for this student to answer each of the items correctly. The average of the totals
of these probabilities of the entire panel, excluding the outliers, would be compiled. For the
Bookmark method, each expert was required to insert a metaphorical ‘bookmark’ in the
pile of a sample of scripts/performances to separate those deemed as meeting the standard
and those not meeting the standard. The results of this exercise, excluding those of the
lenient and inconsistent experts, were pooled and a consensus judgment made about the
final position of the ‘bookmark’. The results of these two methods were considered
alongside relevant international standards in determining the final cut scores. This ensures

that the standards set in Hong Kong are competitive with those of other regions.
How the Standards are Maintained

To maintain the standards set, a research test (or anchor test) is used to link and equate
students’ performance shortly before the conduct of each year’s Territory-wide System
Assessment. This research test was taken by a specified number of students on a stratified
sampling basis in the first year (Year 1 in Table 4.1) when approaching the assessment
dates of the Territory-wide System Assessment. In the subsequent year (Year 2 in Table

4.1), the same test was taken by about the same number of students as in Year 1 close to
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the implementation of the Territory-wide System Assessment. Table 4.1 shows how

students’ responses data are linked into a big matrix.

Table 4.1 Linking Methods in Standard Maintenance

Ttem TSA Year 1 Research Test TSA Year 2
Student
Students in Students’ Responses
Year 1 Sample Students’ Responses
: Sample Students’ Responses
?{t:;ire; ts1n Students’ Responses

In Year 1, the difficulty indices of the research test items would be estimated together with
that of the Territory-wide System Assessment items. Similarly in Year 2, the difficulty
indices of the research test items would also be estimated together with that of the
Territory-wide System Assessment items. By assuming the difficulty indices of the
research test items being comparable, the difficulty indices of the Territory-wide System
Assessment items in Year 2 could be calibrated with Year 1. In other words, with the
common research test, the difficulty indices of the Territory-wide System Assessment
items in Year 1 and Year 2 could be calibrated on the same scale. Hence, the performance
of the students in Year 2 is comparable to that of the students in Year 1. The benchmark set
in the first year’s Territory-wide System Assessment (i.e. P.3 in 2004, P.6 in 2005 and S.3
in 2006) could then be used to determine which students in the subsequent years can
achieve the BC standard. In doing so, the benchmark of the BC standard set in the first

year remains unchanged across the years.
Estimate Students’ Ability Indices

For each of the three subjects (namely Chinese Language, English Language and
Mathematics), one single paper which covers the full BC scope would be too lengthy for a
student. Therefore, several sub-papers would be set for each subject where a student is
only required to attempt one of the sub-papers. There would be a number of overlapping
items covered among the sub-papers for equating purposes. Table 4.2 is an illustrative

example of the paper design for a subject on three sub-papers.

Table 4.2 Overlapping Items in Paper Design

Item

Sub-paper 1 2 3 4 5 6

Sub-paper 1

Sub-paper 2

Sub-paper 3
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After administrating the assessment, the responses from all students of the three sub-papers
are merged into a single data matrix from which the item difficulty indices as well as
students’ ability indices are estimated using psychometric methods. Since each sub-paper
includes overlapping items for equating purposes, a student’s ability index can be
estimated regardless of the difficulty of the sub-papers. In other words, the measure of a

student’s ability index is independent of which sub-paper he/she attempts.

Results of Territory-wide System Assessment in 2017

The aforementioned procedures for standard maintenance were applied and the final result
in the percentages of P.3, P.6 and S.3 students achieving BCs in 2017 is summarised in
Table 4.3.

Table 4.3 Percentages of P.3, P.6 and S.3 Students Achieving BCs

. Percentages of Students Achieving BCs
Subject and Level
2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017
Chinese Language |P3 | 82.7 | 84.7 | 852 | 849 | 854 # 859 | 86.4 | 86.1 | 86.6 | 863 | 86.4 | 858" | 86.3"
(Listening, Reading |p 6 | | 758 | 765 | 767 | 764 | # | 770 | 772 | A [ 781 | A | 717 | ~ | 783
wdWiting) gzl | 1756 | 762 | 765 | 765 | 768 | 767 | 769 | 771 | 77.0 | 772 | 774 | 771
English Language |P3 | 759 | 78.8 794 | 79.5 79.3 # 792 | 798 | 79.7 | 80.4 | 80.3 | 80.4 | 81.1* | 81.1"
(Listening, Reading |p ¢ | . | 705 | 713 | 713 | 715 | # | 716 | 707 | ~ [ 724 | ~ | 720 | A 73
mdWitng) g3 || | 686 | 692 | 689 | 688 | 692 | 692 | 69.1 | 695 | 69.3 | 694 | 9.6 | 69.7
Mathematics P3 | 849 | 86.8 86.9 | 86.9 86.9 # 87.0 | 87.0 | 873 | 875 | 874 | 87.6 | 89.9* | 882"
P6 | -- 83.0 | 83.8 | 83.8 | 84.1 # 842 | 84.1 A 84.2 A 84.0 A 84.0
S3 | - - 784 | 799 | 79.8 | 80.0 | 80.1 | 80.1 | 79.8 | 79.7 | 79.9 | 799 | 80.0 | 79.9
Note: *  Chinese Audio-visual component included in the calculation of the cut score at the S.3 level since 2007.
# Due to Human Swine Influenza causing the suspension of primary schools, the Territory-wide

A

System Assessment was cancelled and no data has been provided.

The P.6 Territory-wide System Assessment was suspended in 2012 and 2014. Since 2015, the P.6
Territory-wide System Assessment has been implemented in odd-numbered years. School
participation has been on a voluntary basis in even-numbered years. Since participation in this
assessment was on a voluntary basis and not all P.6 students were involved, no territory-wide data is

provided in this report.

The 2016 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2016 Tryout Study. The BC attainment
rates of the Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics subjects were calculated using the

data from some 50 participating schools.
v The 2017 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2017 Research Study, which was
extended to all primary schools in the territory.

The overall attainment rates of P.3 students in Chinese Language, English Language and
Mathematics were 86.3%, 81.1% and 88.2% respectively. For P.6, the overall attainment
rates in Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics were 78.3%, 72.3% and
84.0% respectively. For S.3, the attainment rates in Chinese Language, English Language
and Mathematics were 77.1%, 69.7% and 79.9% respectively. On the whole, the
proportion of students achieving BCs at P.3, P.6 and S.3 was highest in Mathematics

11
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followed by Chinese Language and English Language. Table 4.3 shows the proportion of
students achieving BCs decreases over the key stages. Examining the performance of P.3,
P.6 and S.3 students, it is possible to discern overall trends, which are shown graphically in

Figures 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3.

Figure 4.1 P.3 Territory-wide Percentages of Students Achieving BCs
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Figure 4.2 P.6 Territory-wide Percentages of Students Achieving BCs
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Figure 4.3 S.3 Territory-wide Percentages of Students Achieving BCs
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Table 4.4 summarises some key statistics for those 2017 Territory-wide System
Assessment students who also took the Territory-wide System Assessment three years
ago.

Table 4.4 Number and Percentages of Cohort Students Achieving or Not
Achieving BCs in 2014 P.3 and 2017 P.6

Subject|Chinese Language| English Language Mathematics

Achieved both P.3 BCs in 31,138 29,501 34,146
2014 and P.6 BCs in 2017 (76.4%) (70.2%) (81.2%)
Achieved P.3 BCs in 2014 4,613 4,331 2,970
but not P.6 BCs in 2017 (11.3%) (10.3%) (7.1%)
Achieved P.6 BCs in 2017 988 1,182 1,371
but not P.3 in 2014 (2.4%) (2.8%) (3.3%)
Number of students sitting

both P.3 TSA in 2014 and

P.6 TSA in 2017 40,738 41,996 42,058

To generate the above table, it was necessary to link the data for 2014 and 2017. After
matching the student records, over 40,000 students sat the P.3 Territory-wide System
Assessment in 2014 and the P.6 Territory-wide System Assessment in 2017. Most students
who achieved BCs in 2014 also achieved BCs in 2017. These results indicate that having a
solid learning foundation in junior levels is beneficial to learning in the next key stage.
Teachers’ early acquisition of assessment data is most important in enhancing students’

learning.
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5. ASSESSMENT REPORTS

Assessment Reports

Assessment reports are provided to all schools participating in the Territory-wide
System Assessment after completing the assessment. The reports help them understand
the overall performance of their students and to adjust teaching plans to improve

learning and teaching.

In April 2014, the EDB announced that no BC attainment rates in the three subjects will
be provided to primary schools starting from that year. Therefore, primary school
reports mainly provide students’ overall data for each learning dimension (skill) by
sub-paper in Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics. However, the
content of the school reports for secondary schools remains unchanged and the same as
that of previous years. In the two language subjects, the learning dimensions (skills)
include reading, writing, listening and speaking. In Mathematics, the dimensions
include Number, Measures, Shape & Space and Data Handling in P.3, with the addition
of Algebra in P.6 and S.3.

School reports, including reports ‘sorted by sub-papers’ and ‘sorted by BCs’, provide
detailed data on the performance of each sub-paper in each learning dimension (skill) of
each subject, with territory-wide level data for reference, to help schools identify the
overall strengths and weaknesses of student learning. Schools can make reference to the
relevant data to adjust the school-based curriculum, teaching strategies and activities.
Moreover, two supplementary reports have also been made available for schools. These
exclude the data of students with different learning needs and those with special
educational needs. All reports do not identify the performance of individual students

and are strictly confidential, provided only to the school.

In addition, in order to enable schools to make better use of the assessment data as
feedback for learning and teaching, starting from 2015, schools with five or more
non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students participating in the Territory-wide System
Assessment on Chinese Language will receive an additional report providing information
on NCS students’ performance. Schools are expected to improve their teaching plans to

facilitate students’ learning with reference to relevant reports.

Starting from 2014, an Interactive Online Item Analysis Report has been developed.
Teachers can login to the system to view the item data, items of each sub-paper and marking
scheme at the same time, which facilitates teachers’ rapid analysis of students’ performances.

Besides viewing the sub-papers and marking schemes using ‘click-on’ functions on the item
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analysis interface, teachers can view each individual item paired with its model answer. The
HKEAA has also provided student performance figures over the past three years on each BC
/ testing focus / learning unit so as to enable schools to better understand their students’

learning.

Enhanced School Reports

In order to provide schools with more comprehensive information for analysis of items
and students’ performance, four new reports’ with different contents have been
introduced under the 2016 Tryout Study for schools to select in the light of

school-based needs. .

Apart from the existing report format which provides own school data with
territory-wide level data for reference, the new reports also provide an integrated
version, which is a consolidated report on Basic Competencies by item groups and a
comprehensive ‘Information Analysis Report’. The integrated version enables teachers
to grasp the overall performance of students on each BC. The ‘Information Analysis
Report’ further provides information on item design of each sub-paper, the
corresponding testing focus for each item, diagnostic analysis of each multiple choice
option, etc., which facilitates teachers to analyse students’ overall performance and

learning difficulties and alleviates teachers’ workload.

Positive feedback was received on the aforementioned new reports under the 2016
Tryout Study. Teachers reflected that the new reports would enable schools to make
better use of TSA data to adjust teaching plans, facilitating the enhancement of teaching
arrangements to a large extent. Therefore, the Committee recommended that the new
reports be extended to P.6 and S.3 in 2017. All schools can choose one or more of the
reports which they consider best meet their needs in analysing their students’
performances. Schools can make use of the data from these reports, together with the
descriptions and examples of students’ performance from Chapters 6 to 8, to understand

their students’ learning status.

> Four report formats: (1) Existing version; (2) Simplified version (only school data is provided, without
the data of participating schools); (3) Integrated version, which is a consolidated report on ‘Basic
Competency Report’ by Item Groups (with exemplars on students’ overall performance); and (4)
Information Analysis Report — each item is paired with its corresponding learning objective, BC and
testing focus as well as analysis for each option in multiple choice items.
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7. ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Results of Primary 3 English Language in Basic
Competency Assessment Research Study 2017

The percentage of Primary 3 students achieving English Language Basic Competency in
2017 is 81.1%.

Primary 3 Assessment Design

The assessment tasks for 2017 P.3 English Language were designed with reference to the
Basic Competency (BC) Descriptors (Tryout Version) for English Language at the end of
Key Stage 1 (Primary 3) and the CDC Syllabus for English Language (Primary 1 — 6)
1997. The tasks covered the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking,
as well as learning objectives in three interrelated strands, i.e. Interpersonal, Knowledge

and Experience.

The P.3 written assessment consisted of three sub-papers for Listening and three
sub-papers for Reading and Writing, comprising a total of 80 items and 90 score points.
Some items appeared in different written sub-papers acting as inter-paper links. The
duration of each Listening sub-paper was approximately 20 minutes, while each Reading
and Writing sub-paper was 30 minutes. The oral assessment was comprised of two
components, ‘Reading Aloud and Personal Experiences’ as well as ‘Picture Description’,
with six sub-papers in each component. The oral assessment consisted of twelve
sub-papers. The number of items on the various sub-papers is summarised in Table 7.1a.
These numbers include several overlapping items that appear in more than one sub-paper
to enable the equating of test scores. The composition of the P.3 written sub-papers is

provided in Table 7.1b and that of the Speaking sub-papers is given in Table 7.1c.

163



164

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Table 7.12 Number of Items and Score Points for P.3

No. of Items (Score Points)

Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Total*
English Language
Written Paper
Listening | 19(19) 19(19) 19(19) - 38(38)
Reading | 20(20) 20(20) 20(20) -- 40(40)
Writing 1(6) 1(6) 1(6) - 2(12)
Total | 40(45) 40(45) 40(45) - 80(90)
Speaking
Reading Aloud 2(4) 2(4) 2(4) -- 6(4)
Personal Experiences 24) 24) 24) _ 6(4)
(short answers)
Picture Description
(short answers and 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) -- 6(6)
pronunciation)
* Jtems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
Table 7.1b Composition of P.3 Written Sub-papers
Written Assessment
Basic Competency No. of Items (Score Points)
Listen 3EL1 3EL2 3EL3
istenin
8 19(19) 19(19) 19(19)
Readi 3ERW1 3ERW2 3ERW3
eadin
& 20(20) 20(20) 20020)
Writi 3ERWI1 3ERW2 3ERW3
ritin
i 16) 1(6) 1)
Table 7.1c Composition of P.3 Speaking Sub-papers
Speaking Assessment
Basic Competency No. of Items (Score Points)
L2-R-3-P3BC 3ESO1 & 3ES03 3ES05 & 3ES07 3ES09 & 3ES11
(Reading aloud) 2(8) 2(8) 2(8)
L1-S-3-P3BC 3ESO01 — 3ES04 3ES05 — 3ES08 3ES09 —3ES12
(Short answers) 4(16) 4(16) 4(16)
 L3-5-1-P3BC 3ES02 & 3ES04 | 3ES06 & 3ES08 | 3ESI10 & 3ESI2
(Picture description — 2(4) 2(4) 2(4)
pronunciation)
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Primary 3 Listening Items

Each student was required to attempt one of the three sub-papers (about 20 minutes), each

of which consisted of three listening tasks. All listening materials were played twice.

Descriptions of the listening assessment tasks are provided in Tables 7.2 and 7.3.

Table 7.2 P.3 Listening: Distribution of Items

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L2-L-1-P3BC Discriminating between common words with a 8

small range of vowel and consonant sounds
L2-L-3-P3BC Using a small range of strategies to understand the 30
meaning of short and simple texts on familiar
topics which are delivered slowly and clearly in
familiar accents
TOTAL 38

Table 7.3 P.3 Listening: Item Description and Question Types

COIE;:izncy Item Description Question Type (SNc(:;r(;fII’:)einth)
L2-L-1-P3BC Lily’s New Book Multiple Choice 5(5)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3EL1/3EL3 Part 14
L2-L-1-P3BC Lily’s Favourite Hobby Multiple Choice 5(5)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3ELI/3EL2 Part 1B
L2-L-1-P3BC Lily’s English Day Multiple Choice 909)
L2-L-3-P3BC | 3£L1 Part 2
L2-L-1-P3BC A Birthday Present for Judy Multiple Choice 5(5)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3EL2 Part 14
L2-L-1-P3BC Catch and Teach Multiple Choice 9(9)
L2-L-3-P3BC | 3£L2/3EL3 Part 2
L2-L-1-P3BC Lily’s Exams Multiple Choice 5(5)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3EL3 Part IB

165



166

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Primary 3 Reading Items

Each student was required to attempt three reading tasks in one of the three Reading and
Writing sub-papers (30 minutes each). Descriptions of the reading tasks are provided in
Tables 7.4 and 7.5.

Table 7.4 P.3 Reading: Distribution of Items

Basic D . No. of Items
Competency escriptor
L2-R-5-P3BC Using a small range of reading strategies to 40
understand the meaning of short and simple texts
with the help of cues
TOTAL 40

Table 7.5 P.3 Reading: Item Description and Question Types

Basic . . No. of Items
Item Description Question Type

Competency (Score Points)

L2-R-5-P3BC | My Great Teacher Multiple Choice 5(5)
3ERWI /3ERWS3 Part 1

L2-R-5-P3BC | Tom’s School Timetable Multiple Choice 7(7)
3ERWI Part 2

L2-R-5-P3BC | At Christmas Multiple Choice 8(8)
3ERWI1/3ERW?2 Part 3

L2-R-5-P3BC | Judy’s Birthday Party Multiple Choice 5(5)
3ERW?2 Part 1

L2-R-5-P3BC | Tom’s Summer Timetable Multiple Choice 7(7)
3ERW?2 /3ERWS3 Part 2

L2-R-5-P3BC | Ben’s New Shoes Multiple Choice 8(8)
3ERW3 Part 3

Primary 3 Writing Tasks

Each student was required to attempt one writing task in one of the three Reading and
Writing sub-papers (30 minutes each). Descriptions of the writing tasks are provided in
Tables 7.6 and 7.7.
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Table 7.6 P.3 Writing: Distribution of Tasks

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L2-W-3-P3BC Writing and/or responding to short and simple 1

texts with relevant information and ideas
(including personal experiences and imaginative
ideas) with the help of cues

L2-W-4-P3BC Writing short and simple texts using a small 1
range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and
cohesive devices fairly appropriately with the
help of cues despite some spelling and
grammatical mistakes

TOTAL 2

Table 7.7 P.3 Writing: Task Description

Basic No. of Items
Task Description .
Competency (Score Points)
L2-W-3-P3BC At the Park 12(3)
L2-W-4-P3BC | 3ERWI /3ERW2 Part 4 /(3)
L2-W-3-P3BC My School Recess /2(3)
L2-W-4-P3BC 3ERW3 Part 4 14(3)

Primary 3 Speaking Tasks

Two components were designed for P.3 oral assessment. The first was ‘Reading Aloud
and Expression of Personal Experiences’ (RA & PE) which required students to read a
text of approximately 35 — 40 words in length aloud and then answer a set of questions

based on the theme of the text. Students were assessed on their reading fluency and

response to the Oral Examiners’ questions. For this task, students were given two minutes

to prepare for the assessment, one minute to complete the RA text and two minutes to
complete the questions for PE. The second task was ‘Picture Description’ (PD) which
required students to answer the Oral Examiner’s questions based on a single picture or a

series of smaller pictures. Students were assessed on the relevancy and response to the

questions as well as their pronunciation. For PD, students were given three minutes to

study the question paper and two minutes to complete the Oral Examiners’ questions.

Each component represented one half of the total sub-papers used for the oral assessment.
RA & PE were comprised of sub-papers 3ES01, 3ES03, 3ES05, 3ES07, 3ES09, 3ES011
and PD were comprised of 3ES02, 3ES04, 3ES06, 3ES0OS, 3ESI0, 3ESI2. A set of four

sub-papers (two RA & PE tasks and two PD tasks) were alternately assessed in an
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assessment session. Sub-papers consisted of different topics: My School Days (3ES01), In
the Classroom (3ES02), My Favourite Sports (3ES03), A Football Match (3ES04),
Playing at Home (3ES05), Dinner Time (3ES06), Watching TV (3ES07), Too Much TV
(3ES08), My New Classmate (3ES09), In the Music Room (3ES10), Yummy Food
(3ES11) and In the Cake Shop (3ES12). A total of three sessions were conducted over the
1.5 days of assessment held on 4 and 5 May 2017. Descriptions of the speaking tasks are
provided in Table 7.8.

Table 7.8 P.3 Speaking: Distribution of Tasks

Basic . . . No. of
Competency Descriptor Task Description Ttems

L2-R-3-P3BC | Showing a basic understanding 6 (RA+PE)
of short, simple and familiar

texts by reading aloud the texts
clearly and comprehensibly

Reading Aloud
3ES01, 3ES03,
3ES05, 3ES07,
3ES09, 3ES11

L1-S-3-P3BC | Providing short answers to
short and simple questions

Expression of
Personal Experiences
3ES01, 3ES03,
3ES05, 3ES07,
3ES09, 3ES11
Picture Description 6 (PD)
3ES02, 3ES04,
3ES06, 3ES0S,
3ESI10, 3ES12

L3-S-1-P3BC | Pronouncing simple and
familiar words comprehensibly

L1-S-3-P3BC | Providing short answers to
short and simple questions

Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in 2017

Primary 3 Listening

Design of Listening Papers

There are three listening sub-papers altogether, namely 3EL1, 3EL2 and 3EL3. In the

sub-papers, there are six listening tasks:

Tasks Text Types
Lily’s New Book Conversation
Lily’s Favourite Hobby Conversation
Lily’s English Day Conversation
A Birthday Present for Judy Conversation
Catch and Teach Story
Lily’s Exams Conversation
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Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Listening Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:

identify key words on familiar topics or on topics related to daily life experiences with

straightforward verbal and pictorial cues

understand the connection between ideas using cohesive devices

understand the causal relationship between ideas

understand basic differences in intonation and discriminate between common words

with a small range of vowel and consonant sounds

Task Name: Lily’s New Book (Conversation)

Task Content: Lily talked to her uncle about her new book. She talked about the author
and the content of the book.

Identifying Key Words on Familiar Topics with Straightforward Verbal Cues

Most students could identify key words on a
familiar topic about places, with the help of
cues in the spoken text. They were able to
identify ‘Happy Zoo’ as the place where the

children went when they heard:

Lily: It is about some children going to a zoo.
They see many animals, for example, tigers

and lions.

3. Where do the children in the story go?

King’s Bookshop

Sunny Pet Shog'

O A O B.

| Wan Chai Library

3EL1/3 Part 1A Q.3

Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

Most students were able to identify the
reasons why Lily liked her new book when the

ideas were linked by ‘and’:
Uncle David: Do you like your new book?

Lily: Yes. There are beautiful pictures and the

words are very easy.

5. Lily likes her book because

® O O O

1)
2)
3)
4)

A
B.
C
D

it 1s new
it is thick
the words are easy

the pictures are beautiful

. land2

1 and 4

. 2and3

. 3and 4

3EL1/3 Part 1A Q.5
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Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

e Most students were able to point out that the 4. How does Uncle David feel?

speaker was surprised when they heard Uncle

David saying ‘Oh, so quickly!.

O D

3EL1/3 Part 1A Q.4

Discriminating a Small Range of Initial Consonants

e  Most students were able to discriminate initial consonants ‘H’, ‘K’, ‘L’ and ‘S’. They
could identify the author of Lily’s new book as ‘Ben Ho’ from ‘Ko’, ‘Lo’ and ‘So’
(3EL1/3 Part 14 Q.2).

Task Name: Lily’s Favourite Hobby (Conversation)

Task Content: Lily talked to her teacher about her favourite hobby — taking photos. She
told Mr King when and where she took photos.

Identifying Key Words on Familiar Topics with Straightforward Verbal Cues

e Most students were able to identify key words 1. Lily takes photos on
with straightforward verbal cues. When asked O A, Mondays
when Lily took photos, students were able to O B. Frdays

. , O €. Saturdays
choose ‘Sundays’ as the correct answer even
® D Sundays

with distractors built in the spoken text:
3EL1/2 Part 1B Q.1
Mr King: When do you take photos?
Lily: I am busy from Mondays to Fridays. On
Saturdays, 1 finish my homework. So I take

photos on Sundays.
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

Most students could understand the connection
of ideas contrasted by ‘but’. They were able to
identify that Lily liked to take photos of flowers
best when they heard:

Mr King: ...What photos do you take? Birds,
animals or trees?

Lily: All of them. But I like flowers the most.

Most students could understand the connection
of ideas linked by ‘t0oo’. They were able to
identify the person who went to take photos

with Lily when they heard:

Mr King: Does your dad take you there?

Lily: No, my mum goes with me. My friend,
Judy, goes too.

Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

Most students were able to understand that the
speaker was excited about the photo
competition at school when they heard Lily

saying ‘Yes, I want to join it. The winner can

get a $300 book coupon!’.

Discriminating a Small Range of Vowel Sounds

2. Lily likes to take photos of best.

O c O D

3EL1/2 Part 1B Q.2
4. go to take photos with Lily.
Lily’s dad and Judy
Lily’s mum and dad
Lily’s mum and Judy

Lily’s dad and his friends

3EL1/2 Part 1B Q.4

O @ 0O
oo w e

5. How does Lily feel?

® D

3EL1/2 Part 1B Q.5

¢ 9 ¢ 3

The majority of students were able to discriminate vowel sounds ‘a’, ‘i’, ‘0’ and ‘u’.

They could identify the name of the park Lily went to take photos as ‘Ling Ling Park’
from ‘Lang Lang Park’, ‘Long Long Park’ and ‘Lung Lung Park’ (3EL1/2 Part IB

0.3).
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Task Name: Lily’s English Day (Conversation)

Task Content: Lily talked to her grandpa about her English Day. She told grandpa about
the show she watched and the games she played on that day.

Identifying Key Words Related to Daily Life Experiences with Straightforward Verbal
and Pictorial Cues

e Most students were able to identify key words 1. Which photo shows Lily at school?

(7 gnglish Day [ Y english Day [

with the help of straightforward verbal and

4
pictorial cues. They could match the picture of . ’
) RN
[ @ !
O A B.

Lily with a smiling face by using the verbal -

O

cue ‘You look great!”. Lcagioh Dag R
& <

"‘

O c

3EL1 Part2 Q.1

e
:.@
[wi

e Most students could identify key words 9. What prize did Lily get?

related to daily life experiences such as

stationery items. They were able to identify

the prize that Lily got on English Day when

they heard:
Lily: Some students got a ruler; a file or a pen. %

1 got a pencil case.

\-;5\1“.‘5 D
\1.‘_5
O A O B.
O D

® C

3EL1 Part 2 Q.9

Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

e When ‘[alklng about the show that Lﬂy 4.  What did the students do in the show?

1) They put on interesting clothes.

watched on English Day, many students were

2) They took some photos.
able to identify the things the students did in 3) They watched cartoons.

. . 4) They talked like people in cartoons.
the show when the ideas were linked by ‘also’ ) e beep

in the spoken text: © A lad
® B land4
Lily: We watched a show. The students in the O C. 2and3
O D. 3an
show put on interesting clothes. They also D dendd
talked like people in cartoons. 3EL1 Part 2 Q.4
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Most students were able to make out that Lily
liked the spelling games best when the ideas

were contrasted by ‘but’ in the spoken text:
Grandpa: Did you play any games?
Lily: Yes. There were puzzles, riddles and

matching games. But I liked the spelling

games most.

When asked about where Lily played the
games on the English Day, most students were
able to identify the venues when the ideas

were linked by ‘and’ in the spoken text:
Grandpa: Did you play the games in the

classrooms or in the playground?

Lily: I played them in the hall and the

computer room.

6.

Lily liked the best.
O A, matching games

O B. riddles

® C.  spelling games

O D. puzzles

3ELI Part 2 Q.6

Lily played the games in

I
2)

@ O O O
g n w

the classrooms
the hall
the playground

the computer room

land 3
land 4
2and 3
2and 4

3EL1 Part 2 Q.8

Most students were able to identify ‘The
students were funny.” as the reason why Lily

liked the show when they heard ‘Yes, I liked it

because the students were funny.’.

Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

The majority of students were able to identify
that the speaker was puzzled when they heard
Lily saying ‘Peter talked to me in English but
1 did not understand what he said.’.

5.

3.

Why did Lily like the show?

® A

O O O
g o w

The students were funny.

. She enjoyed talking to Peter.
. She put on mteresting clothes.

. The Chinese teacher talked in English.

3EL1 Part 2 Q.5

How did Lily feel when Peter talked to her?

o c O D.

3ELI Part2 Q.3
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Discriminating a Small Range of Initial Consonants

e  Most students were able to discriminate initial consonants ‘B’°, ‘L’, ‘M’ and ‘T". They
could identify Lily’s favourite game as ‘Bingo’ from ‘Lingo’, ‘Mingo’ and ‘Tingo’
(3ELI Part 2 Q.7).

Task Name: A Birthday Present for Judy (Conversation)

Task Content: Lily talked to her dad about the present she wanted to buy for Judy on her

birthday.

Identifying Key Words on Familiar Topics with Straightforward Verbal Cues

e Most students could identify key words with 1. Judy’s birthday is on

straightforward verbal cues. They were able to O A 14" June

15® June

identify that Judy’s birthday was on 17"

O B
) ) o C C. 16%7
June even with distractors built into the Hne
® D

17 June
spoken text:

Lily: Um...Today is the 14" of June. Then it is
the 15" and the 16". Ah... It’s on the 17"

3EL2 Part 1A Q.1

Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

e Most students could wunderstand the z

connection of ideas linked by ‘and’. They
were able to identify the things that Judy liked

to do. Students were able to get the correct

answer even though distractors were built into

the spoken text:

Dad: Does she like sports or reading?

Lily: No, she likes singing and drawing.

3EL2 Part 1A Q.2

Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

e Most students were able to identify that the > How does iy Tee bow the abreers?

speaker was happy about the hamburgers at

Lam Coffee Shop when they heard Lily

saying ‘I like eating the hamburgers there!’.

{
® C O D
3EL2 Part 1A Q.5
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Discriminating a Small Range of Ending Sounds

The majority of students could discriminate ending sounds ‘am’, ‘ap’, ‘ass’ and ‘ay’.

They were able to identify that Lily wanted to go to ‘Lam Coffee Shop’ from ‘Lap
Coffee Shop’, ‘Lass Coffee Shop’ and ‘Lay Coffee Shop’ (3EL2 Part 14 Q.4).

Task Name: Catch and Teach (Story)

Task Content: Lily’s mum told Lily a story. It was about John and a monkey.

Identifying Key Words Related to Daily Life Experiences/Familiar Topics with

Straightforward Verbal and Pictorial Cues

Many students could identify key words on
familiar topics such as ‘names’ with
straightforward verbal cues. They were able to
identify the name of the computer game which
John bought when they heard:

Mum: He goes to Tom’s Toy Shop and buys a

computer game called ‘Catch and Teach a

Monkey’.

The majority of students could identify key
words related to familiar topics about
adjectives. They were able to identify that the

monkeys were lazy in the game when they

heard ‘In the game, John catches lazy

b

monkeys.’.

Most students were able to identify key words
related to daily life experiences such as
‘sports’ with straightforward pictorial cues.
They could identify the picture of John
playing football when they heard ‘The monkey
says, “You are here because you are lazy too.
Now what sports do you want me to do with
you? Badminton, tennis or basketball?” John

says he wants to play football.’.

2. The name of the computer game is

O

o}
O
[

A ‘Catch a Monkey’

B. ‘Teach a Monkey’

C. ‘Buy and Catch a Monkey’
D. ‘Catch and Teach a Monkey’

3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.2

3. The monkeys in the game are

© 0 O

A lazy
. little

B
C. new
D. sleepy

3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.3

7. What does John want to play?

3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.7
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

e The majority of students could understand the 4. When John plays computer games, he
1) plays for only one hour

connection of ideas linked by ‘and’. They

2)  does not do his homework
were able to understand what happened to %) steeps very litle
4)  does not go to school

John when he played computer games:

O A land2
Mum: ... John plays the game for many O B. land4
® C 2and
hours. He does not do his homework after o ; i dz
school and sleeps very little. 3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.4

Understanding the Connection of 1deas with Causal Relationship

° The ma_] Orlty Of Stlldel’ltS were abl e to 9. At the end of the story, John likes sports because

O A he likes playing computer games
. they make him strong

understand the reason why John liked sports at

® B
O C. the monkey goes home
O D

the end of the story when they heard:
Mum: ... John says, “No more computer 3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.9

. the monkey turns off the computer

games. I love sports now because they make

me strong.”

Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

° Most StudentS were able to ldentlf}/ the plCtllI'e 6. How does John feel when the monkey pulls him mto the computer?
of John being scared when the monkey pulled

him into the computer:

13

Mum: ... John cries, “Oh, no! Help!”

3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.6

Discriminating a Small Range of Vowel Sounds

(Y [ [P

e The majority of students could discriminate vowel sounds ‘a’, ‘i’, ‘o’ and ‘u’. They
were able to identify the name of the toy shop that John went to buy computer games
as ‘Tom’s Toy Shop’ from ‘Tam’s Toy Shop’, ‘Tim’s Toy Shop’ and ‘Tum’s Toy Shop’
(3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.1).

Primary 3 Reading

Design of Reading Papers

There are three reading sub-papers altogether, namely 3ERW1, 3ERW2 and 3ERW3. In

the sub-papers, there are six reading tasks:
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Tasks Text Types
My Great Teacher Card
Tom’s School Timetable Timetable
At Christmas Story
Judy’s Birthday Party Card
Tom’s Summer Timetable Timetable
Ben’s New Shoes Story

Following the recommendations of the Committee, the Moderation Committee modified

the question items of the reading papers. The number of parts was reduced from four to
three, and the number of words per task was limited to not more than 150, with the number
of words of the whole paper capped at 400. The number of items in each sub-paper was
around 20 to 24, with around 40 items in total. The text types and context were familiar to
students, and options of multiple-choice items were simple and straightforward.

Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Reading Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:
recognise key words on familiar topics/related to daily life experiences

Task Name: My Great Teacher (Card)

understand the connection between ideas using cohesive devices

understand the connection of ideas in a timetable/card

understand the connection of ideas by following pronoun references in a card/story

predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with contextual clues and pictorial cues

Task Content: Tom wrote a card to his teacher.

sl B SR & 5% 4B TommmmEmm O

ﬁ Dear Miss Chan,

ST~ =

I like your English lessons. You read stories to me and my
classmates. I love Brave Sam and Peter Bear in the Big Forest.
‘When I listened to the stories, I was excited. I jumped and laughed.
You also teach me to write stories and give me beautiful stickers for
my good work. You are a nice teacher. Thank you!

alp Heh § e b

-l ity E A -t e

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics

Most students could recognise key words on
familiar topics such as ‘names’. By referring
to the card, the students were able to identify
the recipient of the card as Miss Chan.

The majority of students were able to
recognise key words on familiar topics, e.g.
‘adjectives to describe people’. When asked
what Tom thought of Miss Chan, students
the
recognising the key words ‘You are a nice

could choose correct answer by

teacher.’ in the card.

1.

5.

Love,

Tom
T PR

gD b eteded Pein

Tom writes this card to

O A. hisclassmates O
® C. MissChan O

3ERW1/3 Part 1 Q.1

Tom thinks Miss Chan is

O A brave @]
O C. beautiful [ ]

3ERWI1/3 Part 1 Q.5

B.
D.

B.
D.

Peter

big

nice
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Understanding the Connection of Ideas by Following Pronoun References in a Card

3. Readline 5. The word ‘me’ refers to

e The majority of students could understand
O A thebear O B. Sam

the connection of ideas by following
O €. Miss Chan ® D Tom

pronoun references in a card. They were able

to interpret ‘me’ as ‘Tom’ when reading ;‘)‘: 3ERW1/3 Part 1 Q.3
in the card. This showed the students were

able to understand that Tom was the sender

of the card.

Predicting the Meaning of Unfamiliar Words with Contextual Clues and Pictorial Cues

2. Readline 4. Tom was excited. Which picture shows Tom?

e With the help of contextual clues and
pictorial cues, most students were able to

predict the meaning of unfamiliar words in

the card. They could correctly predict the
meaning of the unfamiliar word ‘excited’
with the help of the contextual clue ‘I

jumped and laughed.’ and the pictorial .cues
given in the options. 3ERWI1/3 Part 1 Q.2

Task Name: Tom’s School Timetable (Timetable)

Task Content: Tom read his new timetable.

Lesson Time Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday

1 |8:30-9.00 English | Chinese | English Maths Chinese

2 |900-930 English | Chinese | English Maths | Chinese

9:30 -9:45 1" Recess
3 |945-1015 6.5. English Maths | Chinese 65

4 |10:15-10:45 | Maths Maths | Chinese | English Maths

10:45 - 11:00 2™ Recess
5 [N00-1130 | e Art |Computer| wpg | Speaking
-12 (Music (Art | (Computer |  qgayy (English
6 11:30-12.00 ) Room) R ) R )

*Wear PE. uniforms

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics

3. Tom mustwear his P.E. uniform on

e Students could recognise key words on

O A Tuesday O B. Wednesday
familiar topics in the timetable (e.g. days of ® C Thusday O D. Friday
the week, books, places). When asked when 3ERWI Part 2 Q.3

Tom should wear his P.E. uniform, most
students were able to choose ‘Thursday’ as

the correct answer.

e Most students were able to recognise the key word ‘Computer’ as a lesson on
Wednesday in the timetable. They could identify the picture of a computer book as
the thing that Tom had to bring for the computer lesson (3ERWI Part 2 Q.4). They
could also recognise ‘English Room’ as the place where students would go at 11:00
on Friday (3ERWI Part 2 Q.5).
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas

Most  students could understand the
connection of ideas in a timetable. They
were able to identify ‘Monday and Friday’
as the days when Tom had G.S. lessons.

Task Name: At Christmas (Story)

Task Content: Tom read a story about Christmas.

poor.

because he can help cther people

)
At Christmas .
9!

It iz a cold Christmas night, Santa wears his big red coat
and takes his heavy bag. There are toys and books in the bag
He goes out 1o give children Christmas presents

7. TomhasG.S. lessons on

O A Monday and Tuesday

QO €. Tuesdayand Wednesday

Sante sees a small girl in an old house. Her name is Mary.
He gives her a cute teddy bear, but Mary does not want it
She wants to have a coat for her aunt. Her cunt is old and

Santa looks in his bog. He feels sorry. There are no coats
in it. All the presents are for children only. Mary is uhappy.
Then Santa takes off his coat and gives it to Mary. Now
Sonta does not have a coat to wear, but he feels happy

Recognising Key Words Related to Daily Life Experiences

The majority of students could recognise key
words related to their daily life experiences

such as foys and feelings. When asked what

present Santa gave Mary, they were able to
choose the correct answer by recognising the

key words ‘a _cute teddy bear’.

The majority of students could recognise key
words about ‘feelings’. When asked how
Mary felt when she found that Santa did not
have a coat in his bag, students were able to

recognise the key word ‘umhappy’ in the
story.

® B Monday and Friday

3ERW1 Part 2 Q.7

2. Readline 6. Santa gives Mary

O A abook

® C

6. Maryis

ateddy bear

3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.2

O B

O D. Wednesday and Friday

adoll

O D. abag

because Santa does not have a coat in his bag.

@® A unhappy
O € helpful

3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.6

Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

The majority of students could understand
the connection of ideas linked by ‘and’ in a
story. They were able to identify that Santa
had toys and books in his bag when the ideas
were linked explicitly by ‘and’: ‘There are

toys and books in the bag.’.

1. Santahas

OO0 0 e

1

O B. cute
O D cold

inhisbag.

2.

*3

i

. land2
1and3

2and4

Unuwp

. 3and4

3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.1
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Understanding the Connection of Ideas by Following Pronoun References in a Story

Many students could wunderstand the
connection of ideas by following pronoun
references in a story. They were able to
interpret ‘She’ as ‘Mary’ by reading ‘Mary

does not want it. She wants to have a coat

for her aunt.’.

Task Name: Judy’s Birthday Party (Card)

3. Readline 7. Who does “She’ refer to?

O A Santa’saunt ® B. Mary
O €. Mary'saunt O D. Santa

3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.3

Task Content: Tom read a card from Judy about her birthday party.

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics/Related to Daily Life Experiences

The majority of students could recognise key
words on familiar topics, e.g. ‘food items’,
‘names’ and ‘dates’. When asked what Tom
could eat at the party, students were able to
choose the picture of two hamburgers as the
correct answer by recognising the key words

<

hamburgers’ in the card (3ERW2 Part 1
0.1).

’ Dear Tomy
i) PLEASE COME TO MYy BIRTHDAY PARTY!
Date - 7™ January 2017 (Saturday)
T Time : 2 pm-5pm
4 Place - Apple Kitchen, 10 Prince Road, Central

Food & Dninks ©  hamburgers, mango cake, orange juice
Presents - coloured pencils, teddy bear stickers

D |

f

? TJudy
AA @ o Ad@ AA @

P~ ~O -0

Most students could also recognise key words about ‘names’. They were able to

recognise ‘Judy’ as the sender of the card (3ERW2 Part 1 Q.2). When asked about the

date of the party, students could recognise the key words ‘7 January’ in the card

(BERW?2 Part 1 Q.3).

The majority of students could recognise key words related to daily life experiences

such as ‘time’ in a card. They were able to identify that the party would start at 2 pm

by recognising key words ‘2 pm — 5 pm’ in the card (3ERW?2 Part 1 Q.4).

Understanding the Connection between Ideas

The majority of students could understand
the connection of ideas in a card. They were

able to identify ‘coloured pencils’ and ‘teddy

bear stickers’ as the presents Tom could get

at the party.

5. Tom can get at the party

3ERW2 Part 1 Q.5



Task Content: Tom looked at his summer timetable.
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Task Name: Tom’s Summer Timetable (Timetable)

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics/Related to Daily Life Experiences

Most students were able to recognise key
words on familiar topics in a timetable, e.g.
‘activities’. When asked what Tom would do
at 8:30 am, students could choose the correct
answer by recognising the key words ‘watch
cartoons’ in the timetable (3ERW2/3 Part 2
0.2). Most students could also recognise key
words related to daily life experiences such
as ‘time’. When asked what time Tom went
to bed, students were able to recognise ‘9:30

pm’ in the timetable (3ERW2/3 Part 2 Q.7).

Understanding the Connection between Ideas

Most students could understand the
connection of ideas linked by cohesive
devices in a timetable. They were able to
answer that Tom would either ‘play football
or go hiking’ at 10:00 am when the ideas
were linked explicitly by ‘or’.

The majority of students could understand
the connection of ideas in a timetable. When
asked what Tom did at fun time, they were
able to get the correct answers ‘cooks’ and

‘rides _a__bicycle’ by referring to the

timetable.

My Summer Timetabie

® getup
8:00 am ® brush teeth

® eat breakfast
8:30 am watch cartoons
10:00 am ];l::f ;c;odfyball or go hiking with Uncle David and
12:00 neon | lunch

® swimming classes (Monday and Wednesday)
100 pm ® music class (Tuesday)

® computer class (Thursday)

® art class (Friday)
3:00 pm afternoon tea
3:30 pm fun time (e.g. cook with Mum, ride a bicycle)
5:00 pm study time with Mr Chan
6:30 pm dinner
7:30 pm read books, play computer games, watch TV
9:30 pm bedtime

3. What can Tom do at 10:00 am?

1) go hiking

2) goswimming
3) play football
4) ride a bicycle

O A lor2 ® B lor3
O C 2or4 O D 3or4
3ERW2/3 Part 2 Q.3
5. Tom at fun time.
1) has lunch
2) rides a bicycle
3) cooks
4)  brushes his teeth
O A land2 C B. land4
® C 2and3 C D. 3and4
3ERW2/3 Part 2 Q.5
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Primary 3 Writing

Design of Writing Papers

There are two writing tasks in the three writing sub-papers:

Tasks Text Types
At the Park Story

My School Recess Personal Description

Following the recommendations of the Committee, the Moderation Committee modified
the design of the writing papers. For the task on picture-aided storytelling, more hints were

given, e.g. more vocabulary relevant to each picture.

Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Writing Tasks

In general, students understood the task requirements in the writing tasks. For ‘At the Park’,

students were able to provide a factual account of the story based on the pictures with

almost no supporting details. For ‘My School Recess’, students were able to provide

relevant ideas using the prompts. In terms of language, students were able to use a limited

range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and/or cohesive devices fairly appropriately, with

some grammatical and spelling mistakes in both writing tasks.

At the Park (3ERW1 /3ERW2 Part 4)

In this writing task, students were asked to write a story about what happened when Peter

played football at the park based on the given pictures.

Part 4

You are writing a story about Peter at the park.

Look at the pictures and write the story in about 30 words
* You may use the words in the boxes to help you

¢ What happens in the end” Finish the story
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Student Exemplar 1

. | /czv fmfegq}/

~J

57 € Hqﬁ’“f’ Ef{hé] LOA o - ’I LJCLWU éc‘;’fy
F(

Content:

1 ) Provides a factual account of the story based on the pictures

2 | An ending is given to the story

Language:

—=& Uses a limited range of vocabulary: sunny, sorry

*+++ Writes short and simple sentences: Today is sunny...Oh no! I kick my ball to the
girl.

—— Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: Then

A Makes some grammatical mistakes: I play football in the Happy Park...The girl
cry.
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Student Exemplar 2

[anf"l f"bmlmu % .
P@ké..%@..}?h te

Jrflﬂh& mrl e::r? she s

% hf/{ qaue_ ' het g sw
Content:
1

Provides a factual account of the story based on the pictures

2 | An ending is given to the story

Language:

&—¢ Uses a limited range of vocabulary: sad, sorry

**** Writes short and simple sentences: Last Monday, Sam went to the Happy Park to
play foot ball.

~—— Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: so, and
A Makes some grammatical mistakes: ...%e kick to the girl. The girl was cry...
O Makes one spelling mistake: foot ball (football)
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My School Recess (3BERW3 Part 4)

In this writing task, students were asked to write about what they did and how they felt

during school recess with the help of prompts.

i
You are writing about your sehoe! recess.

Write sbout 30 words

You may use your own sdeas or the followng quesnons t belp you

What do you eat?

Student Exemplar 3 A\

[NLV SCEE’}C} FeceSs T ppf —Somd

Peeecsecevceccecces

|Il Where do you go?

ﬁi with: o gssmge e 7
Em hr%ﬁ *'41?“. + ’fﬁ Compuntey
filsYs ‘+Inp !a}; Some_ QANE, withe ':[> s
+he ] bde.moll..... Lobk...hpy I vt
(This 1¢ my rececs '

0‘00.‘0..0000000.0.0.. ©00000000000000

Content:

1 |Provides brief and relevant ideas to the questions

Language:
¢—¢ Uses a limited range of vocabulary: classmates, game

*++* Writes short and simple sentences: .../ eat some sweet with my classmates...we
all felt happy. This is my recess.

A Makes some grammatical mistakes: My school recess...we go to the compute
room the play some game withe them...

O Makes some spelling mistakes: Than (Then), compute (computer)
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Student Exemplar 4

What do you do? Where do you go?

L To Llasslaom ¢ with gl}

S :';>[}L\€,h ool Aol For myPrces Time o 1h 8 ooy

r’Hq BTLQ,P' ch}-fﬁmﬂ&i&ff S LMM ]\_*7

How do you feel?
Who plays with you? Why?

Content:

1 )Provides brief and relevant ideas to the questions

Language:

+—¢ Uses a limited range of vocabulary: chat, classmates

*+++ Writes short and simple sentences: In recess, I went out and talk. After that, 1
want to classroom chat with others.

=—— Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: Then, and
A Makes one grammatical mistake: .../ went out and talk.

O Makes one spelling mistake: want (went)
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Primary 3 Speaking

Depending on the size of the school, a sample of either 12 or 24 students were
randomly selected to participate in the oral assessment. No attempt was made to report
results of schools in terms of the percentage of students achieving basic competency in
speaking because of the small sample size. However, a descriptive summary of the overall
performance levels of students can be found in the ‘General Comments on Primary 3
Student Performances’ section.

Good Performance of Primary 3 Students in 2017
Primary 3 Listening

Good Performance in Listening Tasks

Students with good performance were able to:

e understand the connection between ideas using cohesive devices
For task contents, please refer to ‘Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Listening Tasks’ Section.

Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

e The more able students could understand the 8. When John is good at the ball game, he
® A goeshome

ideas connected by ‘so’. They could identify

O B. plays with the monkey
that John could go home when he was good O C. plays computer games
at the ball game: O D. buysanew computer game
Mum: Now John can play football very well. 3EL2/3 Part 2
So the monkey lets John go home. ‘Catch and Teach’ Q.8

Primary 3 Reading

Good Performance in Reading Tasks

Students with good performance were able to:

e recognise key words related to daily life experiences

e understand the connection between ideas using cohesive devices

e understand the connection of ideas by following pronoun references in a story

e predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with contextual clues and pictorial cues

For task contents, please refer to ‘Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic

Competence in Reading Tasks’ Section.

Recognising Key Words Related to Daily Life Experiences

e The more able students could recognise K€y & when does the secondrecess start?

words related to daily life experiences. They O A ats:00 O B. at930
were able to identify ‘10:45° as the time O € at94s ® D. at10:45
when the second recess started by 3ERWI Part 2

recognising key words ‘2" recess’ in the “Tom’s School Timetable” Q.6

timetable and ‘start’ in the question.
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Understanding the Connection Between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

The more able students were able to identify
the correct picture showing Mary’s aunt.
This indicated that they could understand the
connection of ideas linked by ‘and’ in the

story: ‘Her aunt is old and poor.’.

4. Which picture shows Mary’s aunt?

0 c ® D

3ERW1/2 Part 3
‘At Christmas’ Q.4

Understanding the Connection of Ideas by Following Pronoun References in a Story

The more able students could understand the
connection of ideas by following pronoun
references in a story. They could interpret
‘it’ as ‘Santa’s coat’ when reading ‘Then
Santa takes off his coat and gives it to
Mary.’. This showed that students were able
to follow pronoun references when the
pronoun was close to the subject it referred

to.

7. Readline 11. What does ‘it’ referto?

o ¢ ®D

3ERW1/2 Part 3
‘At Christmas’ Q.7

Predicting the Meaning of Unfamiliar Words with Contextual Clues and Pictorial Cues

With the help of contextual clues and
pictorial cues, the more able students could
correctly predict the meaning of unfamiliar
words in the story. When asked how Santa
felt after he found there were no coats in his
bag, the more able students were able to
predict the meaning of the unfamiliar word
‘sorry’ with the help of the contextual clue

‘There are no coats in it. All the presents

are for children only.” and the pictorial cues

given in the options.

Primary 3 Writing

5. Readlines 9—10. How does Santa feel?

o c
3ERW1/2 Part 3
‘At Christmas’ Q.5

For ‘At the Park’, students with good writing skills were able to provide a factual account

of the story based on the pictures with some supporting details. The description was clear

and coherent. For ‘My School Recess’, students were able to provide relevant ideas to the

questions with some supporting details. The ideas were clear and coherent. In terms of

language, students were able to use a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and

cohesive devices appropriately with minor, few or no grammatical and spelling mistakes.
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At the Park (3ERW1 /3ERW2 Part 4)
Student Exemplar S

|
:[thj T M,,,m&,,u/ @ffﬂ#fﬂvg@ﬁ( ?ﬂi‘:pmw?'

Content:

l I |Provides a story with some supporting details
l 2 | An ending is given to the story

Language:

+—¢ Uses a small range of vocabulary: Suddenly, finally

*+++ Uses a small range of sentence patterns: Peter is playing football at Happy Park.
He is happy. Suddenly, his football hits a little girl s head. Peter feels sorry.

—— Uses a small range of cohesive devices: and

A Makes one grammatical mistake: Peter takes a step foward to the little girl and
says sorry to

O Makes one spelling mistake: foward (forward)
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Student Exemplar 6

tooke ne _ait"’ fmy sister Mary 'ﬁ}'Hc?iPE}’ 'l

01 wiJ[ 2 S 'S

1

D mklmaﬁ][pml‘ M/ S‘Slfﬂ O(mPi !"ﬁr ;g_@“nta @{JGH]

800 0 ¢ Q...OQ!!_!...!

- [J bt Mv o &*hnuh ol me  and ‘!mev*‘mry

Content:

1 | Provides a factual account of the story based on the pictures with some supporting
details. The description is clear and coherent.

2 | Provides an ending to the story

Language:
+—¢Uses a small range of vocabulary: took, arrive, favourite, bad

««+« Uses a small range of sentence patterns with no spelling mistakes: Then I take
my football out and play with it. Then I hit my sister’s head. ‘Oh, no!’ I
cried...What a bad day.

=—— Uses a small range of cohesive devices: and, Then, At last

A Makes one grammatical mistake: ...take my football
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My School Recess (3ERW3 Part 4)

Student Exemplar 7

What do you eat?

Where do you go?

__,,_UL'? ne ,.é‘jE cat i

1 * | Who plays with you?
Eﬂhaﬁlj [I E!”Zﬂ”_;i s/ T town in ;ﬁf ﬂé;ﬁmufﬂ mdﬁ7
talk  fo my Tyiend Daniel) [ometimes I. :(/ p

. 1 a
foothall with  [omrel te| L fee J2} qppy _ DECgiEa | Wi
T cw oy with wmy Triend ‘

How do you feel?
Why?

Content:

1 |Provides relevant ideas to the questions with some supporting details

Language:
+—+¢ Uses a small range of vocabulary: snacks, bring, usually

«e+« Uses a small range of sentence patterns with no grammatical and spelling
mistakes: In the recess, I eat my snacks I bring to my school...Sometimes, I will
play football with Daniel too. I feel very happy because I can play with my
friend.

—— Uses a small range of cohesive devices: and, because
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Student Exemplar 8

What do you eat?

Where do you go?

foday [E¢ I nd @k ;.gr:!ialeﬁ

N\t t- e all_bease = had potbmar >~
1

ploject  to 4] F W\“i thi—project T plyed "\

53@&1‘3 Lv‘ffﬁ F’?v@ﬂ w’l{ Suf ’m\;l. T felt ijaﬁf becomse

‘Who plays with you?

L-\J + ] ; E
*e o.o'ooo-.'m.ot e6eccegese V”
How do you feel?
Why?

1 JProvides relevant ideas to the questions with some supporting details

Content:

Language:

+—=¢ Uses a small range of vocabulary: drank, project

++++ Uses a small range of sentence patterns with no spelling mistakes: .../ ate bread
and drank water...1 felt happy because I could play with my friends. We all said
“Today was a good day!”

—— Uses a small range of cohesive devices: because, and

A Makes a few grammatical mistakes: Today recess...Finished the project, I played
side with Ryan and Sunny.
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Primary 3 Speaking
Students with good performance demonstrated competence in the following areas:

Reading Aloud

e Students with good performance were able to read a short text fluently and clearly

with appropriate pausing and intonation. They made very few or no pronunciation

mistakes. Students could also express the excitement/enjoyment when reading these

texts:
We have lots of fun! (3ES03)

We enjoy playing with our dog too! (3ES05)

Expression of Personal Experiences

e Students with good speaking skills were able to provide relevant answers to most of the
questions with some elaboration. They were able to respond naturally and readily to

different topics.

Picture Description

e Students with good performance were able to provide relevant answers to most of the
questions naturally and readily with some elaboration. They could also speak clearly

and readily with very few pronunciation mistakes.

General Comments on Primary 3 Student Performances

Primary 3 Listening

e Students in general were able to identify key words in both conversations and stories.
They were able to follow the conversations between speakers and the development of

the story.

e  With the help of verbal and pictorial cues, students were able to identify key words on

familiar topics (e.g. days, places, dates). They could also identify key words related to
daily life experiences (e.g. stationery items, sports).

e Students were able to understand the connection between ideas using cohesive
devices such as ‘and’ and ‘but’. Some students could also understand the causal
relationship of'ideas in the spoken texts linked by ‘because’.

e Students were able to understand basic differences in intonation when speakers

expressed happiness, surprise and excitement.

e Students were able to discriminate words with a small range of vowel and consonant
sounds.

Primary 3 Reading

e Students were able to recognise key words on familiar topics (e.g. names, activities

and food) and those related to daily life experiences (e.g. time, feelings and toys).
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Students could use straightforward contextual clues and pictorial cues to help them

get the correct answers.

Students were generally able to understand the connection between ideas using
cohesive devices such as ‘or’ and ‘and’. Students could also understand the

connection of ideas in timetables and cards.

Students in general were able to understand the connection between ideas by
following pronoun references in a card/story. However, following pronoun references

are still challenging for some students.

Students were able to predict the meaning of unfamiliar words in a card with the help
of straightforward contextual clues and pictorial cues. However, predicting the

meaning of unfamiliar words is still a challenge for some students.

Primary 3 Writing

There were two writing tasks in the three sub-papers. For ‘Af the Park’, students were
given word prompts ‘play’, ‘sandwiches / kick / hit’ and ‘drop / cry’ for the three
pictures and were asked to write a story about what happened when Peter was playing
at the park. They were also asked to provide an ending to the story. Students generally

were able to write a factual account of the story with an ending. The description was

quite clear. The performance of students also showed that the topic ‘At the Park’ was
quite familiar to them. Students were also able to complete the story with relevant

ideas related to the pictures.

In ‘My School Recess’, students were expected to write about what they did during
school recess. Question prompts were given to help students write: ‘What do you do?”,
‘What do you eat?’, ‘Who plays with you?’, ‘Where do you go?’ and ‘How do you feel?

Why?’. Students were generally able to respond to the questions with relevant ideas.

The ideas were quite clear. This indicated that the topic was familiar to the students.

At the Park

Providing Ideas Based on the Pictures and Word Prompts

Students were able to write a short story based on the pictures using the word prompts

‘play’, ‘sandwiches’, ‘kick’ and ‘cry’: Today, Peter went to Happy Park and played

football with his sister and mother. His sister was ate sandwiches, and Peter kick the
ball, and hit sister. His sister drop the sandwiches and she cried. His mother shouted
a Peter. He was sad. The description was quite clear and an ending was given. Some

students were also able to describe how Peter felt at the end.

The more capable students were able to provide some supporting details to the ideas

relevant to the topic:
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» Today it is a sunny day, Peter is playing football happily at the park. Then,
suddenly, Peter kicks too high and hits a baby girl that she is holding a doll...she
drops her favourite doll and cry...Peter feels very sorry...he says sorry to the girl
and they play joyfully together!

Providing an Ending to the Story

Students were able to provide a brief ending to the story:

» My mum is shout at me.
» Peter says sorry to her, she happy again.
» The girl dad is help the girl.

The more capable students were able to end the story with some supporting details.

Some of the students were able to write about the lessons Peter learnt from the

incident. For example:

»  Peter regrets for being so careless for kicking the ball to the girl. Peter knows he

is wrong, he will be more careful when he is playing football next time.

Using Word Prompts in the Pictures

Some students used the word prompts given in the first picture to write the story: One

day, Peter was playing football in Happy Park.

Using a Limited Range of Vocabulary, Sentence Patterns and Cohesive Devices

Students used a limited range of vocabulary in the story. The vocabulary was

generally related to the topic: ‘sunny’, ‘football’, ‘girl’, ‘run’, ‘eat’, ‘sorry’, ‘sad’. The

sentences given were usually short and simple, e.g. ‘Then he kicked the ball and hit a

baby. She dropped the toy and start crying.’.

Some students were able to use cohesive devices such as ‘then’, ‘and’ and ‘but’ to

link or contrast ideas.

Students made some grammatical mistakes in their writing (e.g. subject-verb
disagreement, errors in tenses, incorrect expressions). Incorrect usage of prepositions,
pronouns, singular and plural nouns was common among students. They also

misspelled some common words.

The more capable students used a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and

cohesive devices:

» But all of a sudden, the ball hit a girl’s face. The girl cried crazily, there’s no
stopping her to cry. He picked up his ball. Oh no! The ball landed onto their

sandwiches!
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My School Recess

Providing Ideas Based on the Question Prompts

Students were able to write about their school recess. They were familiar with the
topic and could provide relevant ideas to the questions. The ideas were quite clear.
They were able to tell what they did, where they went and what they ate during school
recess. They were able to write about who played with them during the recess and

how they felt. Relevant and brief ideas were given:

» My school recess is very funny...At the recess I eat the beef are rice...I run with
Tom. After then, I read a book too.

The more capable students were able to provide ideas relevant to the topic with some

supporting details. The ideas were clear and coherent. For example: ‘/ eat my

brownies, they are so yummy. After that, I play table tennis, my friend Jason play with

2

me. .

Using a Limited Range of Vocabulary, Sentence Patterns and Cohesive Devices

Students used a limited range of vocabulary in their writing. The vocabulary was

generally related to the topic:  ‘snacks’, ‘computer room’, ‘run’, ‘read’, ‘classmates’,

‘happy’ and ‘good’. The sentences written by students were short and simple, e.g. /

talk with my friends.’, ‘We eat our snacks.’, ‘I went to the playground.’. Some
students were able to link ideas using ‘and’, ‘then’ and ‘because’.

Students made some grammatical mistakes in tenses (e.g. subject-verb disagreement,
errors in tenses, incorrect expressions). There were some errors in the usage of
prepositions, singular and plural nouns by students. They also made some spelling

mistakes in their writing.

The more capable students used a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and

cohesive devices:

» At recess, I always eat my snacks and play with Justin but today he doesn’t play
with me so I eat my snacks by myself.

» 1 talked with my good friend, Sam too. He was very tall. We talked about what we
played on the Music Day three days ago.

Primary 3 Speaking
Reading Aloud

Many students were able to read the texts aloud fluently and clearly. They made very
few mistakes in pronunciation. Some students were unable to pronounce blends in
‘play’ and ‘friends’. Some dropped end consonants in ‘lessons’, ‘sports’, ‘cartoons’,
‘cakes’ and ‘cookies’. When reading the texts aloud, some students also
mispronounced words such as ‘fun’, ‘kind’, ‘strong’, ‘favourite’, ‘sometimes’, ‘enjoy’,

‘feel’, ‘Lily’, ‘teaches’, ‘together’, ‘well’ and ‘chocolate’.
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e Some students mispronounced ‘fit’ as ‘fat’ and ‘new’ as ‘now’.

Expression of Personal Experiences

e Many students were able to provide relevant responses to the questions from the oral
examiners. In general, students were able to provide relevant answers to
Wh-questions (e.g. ‘What is your favourite subject at school?’, ‘Who is your best

friend in class?’).

e Students had difficulty in answering questions that required providing a reason (e.g.
‘Do you like your P.E. lessons? Why?’, ‘Do you like eating at restaurants? Why /
Why not?’).

Picture Description

e Many students were able to provide natural and relevant responses based on the pictures.

They were able to answer Wh-questions despite a few mistakes in pronunciation (e.g.
‘What is the girl eating?’, ‘How does the boy feel?”).

e Students did not have the vocabulary to respond to some Wh-questions. For example,
when asked ‘What are the boys doing?’ in 3ES04 (A Football Match), they did not
know how to describe the boys who were fighting or pushing each other due to a lack of

vocabulary.

e Some students also experienced difficulty in answering questions which asked for

their opinions on an action (e.g. ‘Is it right to do that? Why / Why not?’).
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Overview of Primary 3 Student Performances in English
Language in 2015-2017

The percentage of students achieving Basic Competency in the last three years is provided

in Table 7.9.

Table 7.9  Percentage of Students Achieving English Language

Basic Competency in 2015-2017

Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
2015 80.4
2016 81.1
2017 81.1

A comparison of the strengths and weaknesses of P.3 student performances in 2015-2017

provides useful information on how teachers can help students improve. Table 7.10

summarises the comparison.
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Results of Primary 6 English Language in Territory-wide
System Assessment 2017

The territory-wide percentage of P.6 students achieving English Language Basic
Competency in TSA 2017 is 72.3%, indicating a slight increase in the percentage of

students achieving basic competency in 2017 as compared to that of 2015.

Primary 6 Assessment Design

The assessment tasks for TSA 2017 P.6 English Language were based on the Basic
Competency (BC) Descriptors (Tryout Version) for English Language at the end of Key
Stage 2 (Primary 6) and the CDC Syllabus for English Language (Primary 1 — 6) 1997.
The tasks covered the four language skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking, and
were designed in accordance with the learning objectives in three interrelated strands:

Interpersonal (IS), Knowledge (KS) and Experience (ES).

The P.6 written assessment consisted of three sub-papers for Listening and three
sub-papers for Reading and Writing, comprising a total of 120 items and 132 score points.
Some items appeared in different written sub-papers, acting as inter-paper links. The
duration of each Listening sub-paper was approximately 30 minutes, while that of each
Reading and Writing sub-paper was 50 minutes. The oral assessment was comprised of
two components, ‘Reading Aloud and Teacher-Student Interaction’ as well as
‘Presentation’, with six sub-papers in each component. The oral assessment consisted of
twelve sub-papers. The number of items on the various sub-papers is summarised in Table
7.11a. These numbers include several overlapping items that appear in more than one
sub-paper to enable the equating of test scores. The composition of the P.6 written
sub-papers is provided in Table 7.11b and that of the Speaking sub-papers is given in
Table 7.11c.
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Table 7.11a Number of Items and Score Points for P.6

No. of Items (Score Points)

Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Total*
English Language
Written Paper
Listening 29(29) 29(29) 29(29) -- 58(58)
Reading 30(30) 30(30) 30(30) -- 60(60)
Writing 1(7) 1(7) 1(7) -- 2(14)
Total 60(66) 60(66) 60(66) - 120(132)
Speaking
Reading Aloud 2(4) 2(4) 2(4) -- 6(4)
Teacher—SmdF:nt 2(7) 2(7) 2(7) B 6(7)
Interaction
Presentation 2(10) 2(10) 2(10) -- 6(10)
* Jtems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
Table 7.11b Composition of P.6 Written Sub-papers
Written Assessment
Basic Competency No. of Items (Score Points)
Listenin 6EL1 6EL2 6EL3
g 29(29) 29(29) 29(29)
Readin 6ERW1 6ERW2 6ERW3
g 30(30) 30(30) 30(30)
Writin 6ERW1 6ERW2 6ERW3
. 1(7) 1(7) 1(7)
Table 7.11c Composition of P.6 Speaking Sub-papers
Speaking Assessment
Basic Competency No. of Items (Score Points)
L3-R-3-P6BC 6ESO1 & 6ES03 6ES05 & 6ES07 6ES09 & 6ES11
(Reading aloud) 2(8) 2(8) 2(8)
L3-S-3-P6BC 6ES01 — 6ES04 6ES05 — 6ES08 6ES09 — 6ES12
(Ideas) 4 (16) 4(16) 4(16)
L3-S-4-P6BC 6ES01 — 6ES04 6ES05 — 6ES08 6ES09 — 6ES12
(Language use) 4(12) 4(12) 4(12)
L4-S-1-P6BC 6ES02 & 6ES04 6ES06 & 6ES08 6ES10 & 6ES12
(Pronunciation) 2(6) 2 (6) 2 (6)
Eye contact 6ES02 & 6ES04 6ES06 & 6ES08 6ES10 & 6ES12
(Not B.C.) 2(2) 2(2) 2(2)
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Primary 6 Listening Items

Each student was required to attempt one of the three sub-papers (about 30 minutes), each

of which consisted of three listening tasks. All listening materials were played twice.

Descriptions of the listening assessment tasks are provided in Tables 7.12 and 7.13.

Table 7.12 P.6 Listening: Distribution of Items

Basic Descriptor No. of
Competency P Items
L3-L-1.P6BC Discriminating between words with a range of vowel )

and consonant sounds
LA-L-2-P6BC Understgndlpg the' use of a srpall‘ range of language 4
features in simple literary / imaginative spoken texts
Using a range of strategies to understand the meaning of
L4-L-3-P6BC | simple texts on familiar topics which are delivered 52
clearly in familiar accents
TOTAL 58

Table 7.13 P.6 Listening: Item Description and Question Types

Basic

No. of Items

ST Item Description Question Type (Score Points)
L4-L-3-P6BC ?};’ZVI;E ;i’;lgzir]rj with Family |\ tiple choice 6(6)
L4-L-3-P6BC I;gzr}epijltlslémank Filling) Blank filling 6(6)
Ej:ij:ggﬁg Zg;;jgg;?;iﬁ?igmal Multiple choice 6(6)
L3-L-1-P6BC

L4-L-3-P6BC gzghfaftc?wl Multiple choice 11(11)
LSRG | Pl SO | |t
Eﬁiggﬁg E/Zia;;;rge Season Multiple choice 6(6)

L o-péBC | 6ELYGRLS Part3 Muliplechoice | 11011
L4.L-3-P6BC How to Celebrate Chinese Festivals Multiple choice 6(6)

6EL3 Part 14
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Primary 6 Reading Items

Each student was required to attempt four reading tasks in one of the three Reading and

Writing sub-papers (50 minutes each). About 25 minutes were allotted for completion of

the reading tasks in each sub-paper. Descriptions of the reading tasks are provided in
Tables 7.14 and 7.15.

Table 7.14 P.6 Reading: Distribution of Items

pase Descriptor No. of Items

Competency

L3-R-5-P6BC Us1ng a range of reading strategies to understand the 51
meaning of simple texts with the help of cues

L3-R-6-P6BC Applying simple reference skills with the help of 4
cues

L4-R-4-P6BC Understgndlpg the use of a sma}l range of language 5
features in simple literary / imaginative texts

TOTAL 60

Table 7.15 P.6 Reading: Item Description and Question Types

Corr]?;:icency Item Description Question Type (gc (:;r:flg)eiﬂra;
Eiziigggg ?EREV;/\Z?]:C“; W3 Part 1 Multiple choice 7(7)
L3-R-5-P6BC ?Eezl% /ggeit%;r;;}gtgie Multiple choice 6(6)

D R ebenC | eRRWIIGERD Part Muliple hoice | 707
Iii:g:i:gggg Z{;y We}n;i);:;?y Multiple choice 10(10)
L3-R-5-P6BC (6:1;;’;;; g;vtv IY car Tours Multiple choice 7(7)
L3-R-5-P6BC .

ii:ﬁ:i:ggﬁg ?Eilgf;gf% Part 4 Multiple choice 10(10)
L3-R-5-P6BC 2;; %e;fﬁe; Multiple choice 6(6)
oRepenC | apnmapans | Muliplechoice | 707)
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Primary 6 Writing Tasks

Each student was required to attempt one writing task of about 80 words in one of the three
Reading and Writing sub-papers (50 minutes each). About 25 minutes were allotted for
completion of the writing task in each sub-paper. Descriptions of the writing tasks are

provided in Tables 7.16 and 7.17.

Table 7.16 P.6 Writing: Distribution of Items

Basic Descriptor No. of
Competency P Items
Writing and / or responding to simple texts with
L3-W-3-P6BC relevgnt 1nformatlop aqd 1d§as (including persopal 1
experiences, imaginative ideas and evaluative
remarks) with the help of cues
Writing simple texts using a small range of
vocabulary, sentence patterns, cohesive devices
L3-W-4-P6BC | and verb forms fairly appropriately with the help 1
of cues despite some spelling and grammatical
mistakes
TOTAL 2
Table 7.17 P.6 Writing: Item Description
Basic Ttem Descrintion No. of Items
Competency P (Score Points)
L3-W-3-P6BC | Careless Tom '(4)
L3-W-4-P6BC 6ERWI1/6ERW?2 Part 5 '1,(3)
L3-W-3-P6BC | My Dream Home '(4)
L3-W-4-P6BC | 6ERW3 Part 5 'H(3)
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Primary 6 Speaking Tasks

Each selected student was required to attempt either ‘Reading Aloud and Teacher-Student

Interaction’ or ‘Presentation’ in one of the 12 sub-papers (each sub-paper was about 5

minutes in length including preparation time). A set of four sub-papers were allocated to

each session, totalling three sessions of oral assessment over 1.5 days. Sub-papers consisted
of different topics: After-school Activities (6ES01), In a Supermarket (6ES02), Mother’s Day
(6ES03), Mother’s Day Surprise (6ES04), Tom’s Dream Job (6ES05), My Dream Job
(6ES06), Where I Live (6ES07), Fighting in a Learning Centre (6ES08), Good Habits
(6ES09), Tom’s Timetable (6ESI0), Cooking in a Camp (6ESI1) and A School Picnic
(6ES12). Descriptions of the speaking tasks are provided in Table 7.18.

Table 7.18 P.6 Speaking: Distribution of Tasks

appropriately with the help of cues despite
some grammatical mistakes

Corll?;:izncy Descriptor Task Description II\It(e):;r(l)sf
Showing a basic understanding of simple | Reading Aloud
and familiar texts by reading aloud the
L3-R-3-P6BC | texts with comprehensible pronunciation | 6ES01, 6ES03, 6
and generally appropriate pace, stress, | 6ES05, 6ES07,
rhythm and intonation 6ES09, 6ES11
Providing and / or exchanging (asking and
answering) simple information and ideas
L3-S-3-P6BC | (including personal experiences,
imaginative ideas and evaluative remarks), Teacher.-Student
and attempting to provide some elaboration | Interaction
with the help of cues 6
6ES01, 6ES03,
Using a small range of vocabulary, | s£50 5. 6ESO7,
sentence patterns and cohesive devices to | srs09 6ES]]
L.3-5-4-P6BC convey simple information and ideas fairly ’
appropriately with the help of cues despite
some grammatical mistakes
L4-S-1-P6BC Pronouncing familiar words
comprehensibly
Providing and / or exchanging (asking and
answering) simple information and ideas
13-S-3-P6BC (inclgding ' personal .experiences, Presentation
imaginative ideas and evaluative remarks),
and attempting to provide some elaboration | 6ES02, 6ES04, 6
with the help of cues 6ES06, 6ESOS,
Using a small range of vocabulary, OES10, 6ESI2
sentence patterns and cohesive devices to
L3-S-4-P6BC | convey simple information and ideas fairly
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Performance of Primary 6 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Territory-wide System Assessment 2017

Primary 6 Listening

Design of Listening Papers

There are three listening sub-papers altogether, namely 6EL1, 6EL2 and 6EL3. In the

sub-papers, there are eight listening tasks:

Task Text Type
How to Spend Time with Family Personal Description
How to Celebrate Chinese Festivals Personal Description
Phone Calls (Multiple Choice) Note and Message
Phone Calls (Blank Filling) Note and Message
My Favourite Animal Poem
My Favourite Season Poem
Leaving School Conversation
Billy’s Story Story

Performance of Primary 6 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Listening Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to

e extract a specific piece of straightforward information

e grasp main ideas on familiar topics

e predict the likely development of a text with the help of pictorial clues

e discriminate between words with a range of consonant sounds

e discriminate between intonations when the expression being explicitly presented

¢ understand the connection between ideas by identifying pronoun references
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Task Name: How to Spend Time with Family (Personal Description)

Task Content: Three students talk about how they spend time with their family.

Extracting a Specific Piece of Straightforward Information

Most students could extract a specific piece of
straightforward information from a spoken text.
They knew May’s family goes swimming when
they heard, ‘...on hot sunny days in summer, we

go to a public pool to swim.’

Task Name: My Favourite Season (Poem)

3. When the weather is very hot, May’'s family

QO A goes hiking

O B, goes to the park

@ C  goes swimming

QO D. goes to another country

6EL1/6EL2 P1A Q.3

Task Content: Miss Chan is reading a poem called ‘My Favourite Season’.

Extracting a Specific Piece of Straightforward Information

Most students could extract a specific piece of
straightforward information from a spoken text.
They knew the writer feels happy in this season

when hearing, ‘In this season it’s so much fun to

play!”

Task Name: Billy’s Story (Story)

6. The writer feels in this season.

I“'

6EL2 P2 Q.6

Task Content: Miss Ho is telling a story about Billy to her class.

Grasping Main ldeas on Familiar Topics

The majority of students could grasp main ideas
of spoken texts on familiar topics. In this task,
they were able to listen for the main idea of the
story that 12-year-old Billy was naughty, 7¢’s
about a 12-year-old boy called Billy. He was a
very naughty student. He did not like going to
school and doing homework. He spent most of

his time playing video games and sleeping.’

1. Which of the following is true about Billy when he was 12
years old?

® C O D
6EL2/6EL3 P3 Q.1
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Predicting the Likely Development of the Text with the Help of Pictorial Clues

° The majorlty Of Students Could predlct What 8.  After Billy joined the Hong Kong Swimming Team, what would

his classmates do?

Billy’s classmates would do to him by following
the story and understanding the meaning of

‘proud of him’, ‘He won some competitions and

finally joined the Hong Kong Swimming Team.

His classmates were proud of him.’

6EL2/6EL3 P3 Q.8

Task Name: My Favourite Animal (Poem)

Task Content: Miss Chan is reading a poem about a favourite animal.

Discriminating between Words with a Range of Consonant Sounds

e Most students were able to distinguish the initial =~ 4 Thetailofarabbitiscalleda *tail.
consonants /m/, /r/ and /s/ from /b/ when they ® A bob
heard ‘It has a “bob” tail.’ O B. mob
O €. rob
O D. sob
6EL1/6EL3 P2 Q.4

Task Name: Leaving School (Conversation)

Task Content: Mr Lee, an English teacher, interviews a Primary 6 student on a school’s

radio programme.

Distinguishing between Intonations when the Expression Being Explicitly Presented

e Most students were able to discriminate between =~ 2 How doesMary feel about her school life?

expressions of happiness, fear, doubt and '
sadness. They could identify the correct picture @
of Mary when they heard the presenter’s explicit ‘ v‘.‘"
expression, i.e. ‘On the whole, I've enjoyed my PN o B
school life here.’
i
o c O D
6EL1 P3 Q.2
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas by Identifying Pronoun References

e Most students were able to connect ideas by i i
e . W ))
identifying pronoun references. In this task, A A

students were able to interpret ‘it’ in I/t was only

a second place’ as the prize Mary won.

Primary 6 Reading

Design of Reading Papers

There are three reading sub-papers altogether, namely 6ERW1, 6ERW2 and 6ERW3. In

the sub-papers, there are eight reading tasks:

5. What prize did Mary win?

Il Il
(1 | [2

O A ® B
( ) 7))
\\:/\Tﬂ/: N _;/(';
’_% .f;“-\.
O c O D
6EL1 P3 Q.5

Task Text Type
An E-Watch Advertisement
Healthy Fruity Smoothie Recipe
Black-faced Spoonbill Newspaper Article
Mary and Jenny Story
Chinese New Year Tours Poster
A Black Friday Diary
Two Messages Message
Hong Kong Weather Report Weather Report

Performance of Primary 6 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Reading Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to

e extract specific information

e grasp the gist

¢ understand the use of onomatopoeia with the help of pictorial cues

e sequence events with the help of pictorial cues given as options

¢ identify main ideas

e make simple inferences with the help of pictorial cues given as options

¢ understand the connection between ideas by identifying pronoun references or cohesive

devices

e interpret similes on familiar topics
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Task Name: An E-Watch (Advertisement)

Task Content: Nancy is reading an advertisement about a new electronic watch.

NEW SMART
E-WATCH 2017

Easy Pay

Feel thirsty after playing basketball? Buy a drink in a supermarket | =
with the E-Watch. “Beep’, then the drink is yours.

From $1,599

Our new E-Watch is coming soon in July 2017. This watch will make buying
things, getting on your flight and keeping your body fit easier.

Easy Health

Do more exercise and stay healthy. Set your workout goals with
the E-Watch. Follow them every day and you will be strong.

Easy Travel

plane by showing it to the airline staff

Download the electronic plane ticket to the E-Watch. Get on the

% Special price of $1.299 for an E-Watch when
ordering it online from 30 May to 5 June.
% *Free gifts for the first 100

+2 colourful E-Watch bands (worth $560) OR 1-hour E-Watch training class (worth $500) /7

Extracting Specific Information

e The majority of students were able to find
the explicitly-stated price ‘$7,299 in the
advertisement and they also understood
that 1 June was within the promotion
period (30 May to 5 June) of selling
E-Watches.

Grasping the Gist

e Many students were able to skim for gist
of the advertisement. They knew that
‘Easy Pay’, ‘Easy Health’ and ‘Easy
Travel’ were the different functions of an
E-Watch.

4. How much is an E-Watch if Nancy orders it on 1 June?
O A
O B.
@ c
O D

6ERW1/6ERW3 P1 Q.4

$500
$560
$1,200

$1,599

7. This advertisement is about .

ONNONN N0

A

B.
C.
D.

free gifts from E-Watch shops
ways of using an E-Watch
where to buy an E-Watch

the colour of an E-Watch

6ERW1/6ERW3 P1 Q.7

Understanding the Use of Onomatopoeia with the Help of Pictorial Cues

e Many students were able to understand
that ‘beep’ was the sound made when
paying for drinks by referring to the
pictorial cues given in the task, i.e. a boy
was buying a bottle of drink by using an
E-Watch.

2. According to ‘Easy Pay’, ‘beep’ is the sound of

O

_
O
O

A. entering the supermarket

B. paying for drinks

C. drinking water

D. playing basketball

6ERWI1/6ERW3 P1 Q.2
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Task Name: Healthy Fruity Smoothie (Recipe)

Task Content: Nancy is reading an online recipe about making a smoothie and people’s
comment after trying to make it.

s &
€ =2 U wwwmargaretrecipe.com

HEALTHY FRUITY SMOOTHIE 1
Pv— @

®

casy ——> dfficult
[5[Co)is] [ | |
Steps:

1. Peel the banana and cut it into big chunks.
2. Wash the strawbemmes, apple and peach

and cut them into small pieces.
1 3. Put the fruit, ice cubes and soya milk into
> wple an electric blender.
« X peach 4. Blend untl all the ingredients are mixed.

5. Pour the smoothie into glasses.

r)

Tip:

(© Instead of soya
milk, you can
use water.

‘Comments:

Miss Exercise 3 March 2017
Ea 1love this smoothie. It keeps me healthy:

HenryPopping 4 April 2017
9 Thus is the nicest homemade smoothie T"ve ever tried. It 1s easy

to make too! I followed Margaret’s tip and put water mto the
mixture.

Sequencing Events with the Help of Pictorial Clues Given as Options

e 6ERWI/6ERW2 Part 2 Q.3 involved > Puhellowingpictesin the comect order

sequencing the steps of making the smoothie E
with the help of pictorial clues given as | S
options. This question was answered @ @ -
correctly by almost all students.

O A 2232124

O B. 2243321

@ C 32322421

O D 3242122

6ERW1/6ERW2 P2 Q.3
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Task Name: Black-faced Spoonbill (Newspaper Article)

Task Content: Terry is reading a newspaper article about the Black-faced Spoonbills’
appearance and habitat.

Have you ever seen Black-faced Spoonbills in Mai Po, Hong Kong? They 1
are big white birds with black faces. They have long beaks that look like spoons.

In summer, Black-faced Spoonbills can be found in Northeast Asia. They
like places where very few people go. In winter, they travel south. Mai Po

Wetland is one of the places they like coming to most. 5

Black-faced Spoonbills eat fish and shrimps in shallow water by the sea.
However, many people have moved near the sea. They build factories there and
also pollute the area. As a result, the birds cannot find food, so the number of
Black-faced Spoonbills has continued to drop. Fewer and fewer Black-faced
Spoonbills will be seen in the future if people keep polluting the birds* homes in 10

nature. 7

Identifying Main Ideas
e The majority of students were able to 2. Paragraph 2 mainly talks about
identify the main idea of the given O A places in Hong Kong

paragraph as places where Black-faced places Black-faced Spoonbills go

Spoonbills liked to go in summer and

©C O @

B
C. the weather in South Asia
winter. D. the people in Northeast Asia

6ERW1/6ERW2 P3 Q.2

Making Simple Inferences with the Help of Pictorial Clues Given as Options

7. Which of the following is the “home’ of Black-faced Spoonbills?

e The majority of students were able to infer
simple information implicitly stated in a
newspaper article. They inferred correctly
the fact that the ‘homes’ of Black-faced
Spoonbills were near the sea by referring to
the contextual clues ‘Mai Po Wetland’ and
‘Black-faced Spoonbills eat fish and

shrimps in shallow water by the sea’ as

well as the pictorial clues given as options.

6ERW1/6ERW2 P3 Q.7
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Task Name: Mary and Jenny (Story)

Task Content: Terry is reading a story about two girls, Mary and Jenny. Mary did not like
Jenny at the beginning but after something happened, they became good friends.

Read the second part of the story. Answer Questions 6 — 10.

The doorbell rang. Mary opened the door and saw Jenny. Jenny asked, “Are 1
you okay? I smelt something bad and saw some smoke coming from your
kitchen.”

Mary told her what had happened and began to sob. Jenny said, “Don’t
worry. [ used to be a bad cook. When I cooked beef the first time, it was just like 5
stone.” Jenny helped Mary cook another bowl of noodles.

Mary smiled and said, “You are so kind and so good at cooking!”

Jenny said, “Because I love doing housework.”

The next day when Mary was sharing her chocolate with friends, she saw
Jenny sitting alone. This time, Mary didn’t walk away. She ran over to Jenny 10

quickly. 7
Understanding the Connection between Ideas by Identifying Pronoun References
e The majority of students were able to 9. Jenny could cook well because she

connect ideas by identifying pronoun O A. loved eating beef

references in a story. They
understood that both ‘You’ and ‘I’

referred to Jenny when reading Mary

took cooking lessons

B
C. was very kind
D

® O C

enjoyed doing housework

and Jenny’s conversation. 6ERW1 P4 Q.9

Interpreting Similes on Familiar Topics

° Many Students were able to interpret 8. In lines 5 — 6, “it was just like stone’ means the beef was

the meaning of ‘When I cooked beef O A sof

. . . . , @® B had
the first time, it was just like stone.

O C. salty

by associating the word ‘stone’ with O D. spicy
something hard.

: 6ERWI1 P4 Q.8
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Task Name: A Black Friday (Diary)

Task Content: Terry wrote about his bad day in his diary. A false fire alarm rang on

Friday night and his family had to evacuate.
Read the first part of the diary. Answer Questions 1 — 6.

—

Saturday 14 December 20XX
It was really a Black Friday yesterday.

At around 11pm, when | was studying, | heard the fire alarm.
My whole family woke up. Many people went out to the corridor

(.

to see what was happening.

Muwm said, “There may be a fire. Let’s go downstairs.” Dad told
us to take some important things. | quickly took my wallet, keys
and smartphone. However, | could not find a torch.

We live on the 15% floor but we could not take the lift. My
brother Tom was crying, so Dad carvied him down the staivs.  had 10
to look after my 80-year-old grandfather and we could only

move like a snail. 7

Understanding the Connection between Ideas by Identifying Cohesive Devices

2

R
0

e The majority of students were able to use = 3 Whatdid Temy take with him?
cohesive devices to connect and interpret ®¢

s
*

ideas in the diary. In the task, students

knew that Terry only took his wallet, keys

and smartphone but not a torch by

identifying ‘and’ and ‘However’. N

)

® c O b
6ERW2/6ERW3 P4 Q.3

Primary 6 Writing

Students were required to complete one writing task in about 80 words. Students generally
understood the task requirements. In terms of content, students were able to provide a

factual account of the story based on the pictures with some details for ‘Careless Tom’ and

they provided some relevant ideas with some details using the prompts for ‘My Dream

Home’. In terms of language, students were able to use a limited range of vocabulary,

sentence patterns, cohesive devices and verb forms fairly appropriately, with some

grammatical and spelling mistakes in both writing tasks.
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Careless Tom (6ERW1/6ERW2 Part 5)

In this writing task, students were asked to write a story about what happened when Tom

accidentally broke a bottle of soap in the bathroom based on the given pictures and guiding

questions.

Part5

Last Sunday something happened in Tom’s home.

Write about what happened for the school magazine.

Write about 80 words. Use the following pictures and 1deas for your writing.

1 2]

\

o What was Tom doing in the bathroom?
e What did he hit?

* What happened to the bottle?

& What did Tom want to do?

®* Who wanied to go into the bathroom?
® What did Dad do?

® What happened in the end?

The following Student Exemplars are written compositions that indicate students achieving

basic competence in writing.
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Student Exemplar 1

Careless Tom

doy  someHing happened  Tn - Tom's — homy

] 0
C\E(lh_\n% e fEeth T e bodhveom ‘\'\\TS.I::

ooocoo ood L b

wid JTon wonled Yo Spees e battle
1. Tom S‘\%\'ver JMarew T8 oina_ 1o the
o) = @) O QO

otteoom ° 810D, Marey * Dod _coid toudiu, Moy st She.

.0 DCORE

looked S e ¢ 2
Tom savd Sov-r*% ,Is me . T wos beeokieg wour bottle L
Al honest
Inh the end) Tom and Mn'mc»\) go ta supermmr‘@'
b.x\é) the bafle .

Content:

1 | Provides a factual account of the story with some details but lacks clarity

Language:

— Uses a limited range of vocabulary: scared, sweep the bottle, said loudly,

honest

++«« Uses a limited range of sentence patterns with some grammatical mistakes:

When he was cleaning his teeth, the bottle broke.

Tom felt scared.

O Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: Suddenly, In the end
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Student Exemplar 2

Careless Tom

the HH 14 ﬂéfé’,}/ Iﬁm WL‘ by ‘H@ fwtf Qj%& bwﬁ ,[zmnfv.
Tt e o ) @1<|7@freme§ wa 50!
{ """"lé'c%"lﬁ@"f”"'sv’e/ lnév it s Tm«» Jo szm/

houd 1t T bl T Lokt o o o Ton s

——

Ak ud e ..,......J...ef}{%:.....ym.a’ff?fv;.r:ff:%
gl’\* I\/Ae— 5 1

Content:

1

Provides a factual account of the story with some details but lacks clarity

Language:

— Uses a limited range of vocabulary: brushed, broke, was cut
+«++ Uses a limited range of sentence patterns with some grammatical mistakes:
It was a awful experience.

...when Tom's sister knew, it was Tom do. She shout at Tom loudly...what he

was did.

O Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: So, Then, After that
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My Dream Home (6ERW3 Part 5)

In this writing task, students were asked to write about their dream homes with the help of

prompts.

Part 5
You are going 1o write an article for the school magazine about your dream home.
Write about 80 words. Use the following 1deas for your article.

What rooms does 1t have?

My Dream
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Student Exemplar 3

My Dream Home

want s Aﬁ\ve a /qomf’ W}"kﬁ

OO ooooo.o'ﬁooooo.ccc.oo.ooooo eeccoeegdoecccce

T wont ave

IS Oh 2 Mgooeﬁt\ooooi%? o?\oo%
yiely .Ig_j‘- the  who Ie view o Hone K org

[&) he 15 i‘h\/ f}?rﬁ(ljvvh\. I ]1]3[7@ ?“E "\/(” )

o v)ms—lI;

N A I ‘FOI’{G\E eococcopocccccccccccoo o
esvccee :T,...;\/a.\'h. ceeeo 5 Aav%’ L g _fs

Uit emm m\:}w/-ﬁ

Dle
P 1 XX .oo.o-ooooo T xrxx boc-oooo
liViITglthrey ; [’Ve here I'E 19 ‘Iﬁ\ﬂ{ N XV brotl\ev’.‘ '

f_l( Hi 0\'&) I h 4 My C{YEmW\

hamem

with N 5}1-9’;‘.\ PFice,

This i sy " {ream  hopme]

Views
outside the
windows.

Different
rooms.

Content:

1 | Provides some brief ideas and communicates ideas quite clearly

Language:

—& Uses a limited range of vocabulary with some spelling mistakes:

montain (mountain), bentiful (beautiful), comfortable, cheap price

1 can see a bentiful view of the whole view of Hong Kong.
I hope it will be big and comfortable.
I want to have 5 peoples to live there...

O Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: And also

««++ Uses a limited range of sentence patterns with some grammatical mistakes:
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Student Exemplar 4

My Dream Home
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Content:

1 | Provides some relevant ideas with some details but lacks clarity

Language:

&—=¢ Uses a limited range of vocabulary: kitchen, washroom, example

++++ Uses a limited range of sentence patterns with some grammatical mistakes:
...lots of wires example like...
1 hope there are 6 people live in...
...when I was zero years old...

O Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: because, also, when

Primary 6 Speaking

Depending on the size of the school, a sample of either 12 or 24 students were

randomly selected to participate in the oral assessment. No attempt was made to report

results of schools in terms of the percent achieving basic competency in speaking because

of the small sample size. However, a descriptive summary of the overall performance of

students can be found in the ‘General Comments on P.6 Student Performances’ section.
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Good Performance of Primary 6 Students in

Territory-wide System Assessment 2017

Primary 6 Listening

Good performance in Listening Tasks

Students with good performance were able to

¢ understand the connection between ideas by identifying contextual clues

extract specific information
grasp gist

identify the sequence of events
interpret personification

interpret simile

For task contents, please refer to ‘Performance of Primary 6 Students Achieving Basic

Competence in Listening Tasks’ section.

Understanding the Connection between Ideas by Identifying Contextual Clues

e Students with good performance were

capable of drawing ideas from multiple
contextual clues provided in a spoken text.
They were able to figure out the tongue
twister when hearing ‘7 (Mary) had entered an
English tongue-twister competition’, ‘We had
to say a difficult sentence’ and ‘The sentence

i28)

was “‘She-sells-sea-shells-by-the-sea-shore

Good performing students could understand
what Mr Lee means when he says, ‘Yes,
indeed. You’ve changed a lot’ by connecting
the idea that ‘Mary’s changed a lot’ with ‘she
likes talking with others now’, ‘I(Mary) was
very shy when I first came to this school, but
many people helped me. Now I like talking

with others.’

@)

O
[ ]
@)

4,

O O 0O e

A. She won a prize for the first time.
B. She wenthome late after the competition.
C. She sells sea shells by the sea shore.
D. She has many good memories.
6EL1 P3 Q.6
‘What does Mr Lee mean?
Mary now likes talking with others.
B. Maryplays music very well.
C. Mary will miss her school.
D. Mary has a better memory.
6ELI P3 Q.4

. Which of the following was a tongue twister in
Mary’s competition?
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Extracting Specific Information

2. The writer says that most people’s favourite animals are

e Students with good performance were able to
extract more than one piece of information

from a spoken text. They understood that dogs

and cats are most people’s favourite when

hearing ‘Most people like dogs’ and ‘Cats are

also favourite pets’ in the poem.

® C O b
6EL1/6EL3 P2 Q.2
Grasping Gist
e Good performing students could grasp the 1. The poem is about
gist of a poem. They were able to hear some ® A spring
key words related to ‘spring’ in the poem, i.e. O B summer
“...the earth wakes up...new leaves on the
O ¢ autumn
trees...flowers begin to grow...birds saying
QO D. winter
hello....In this season, it’s so much fun to
play.’ 6EL2 P2 Q.1

Identifying the Sequence of Events

e Good performing students were able to 11. The following sentences are about Mary.
. . . 1) Mary was completely wet.
identify the sequence of events in a spoken 2

Mary wanted to send her classmates a message.

text. They were able to put the tOpiCS 3)  Mary won a prize in a tongue-twister competition.
. . . 4)  Mary was a very shy girl.
mentioned on a radio programme in the

Put them in the correct order.
correct order. @ A 4333132
O B. 4222313
O C 324321
O

D 3212432

6EL1 P3 Q.11

Interpreting Personification

e Students with good performance were able to

. . . . 3. What happens to the earth?
interpret personification of nature using words P

that describe people’s behaviour. For example, O A Itgoestosleep.

when describing the feature of the earth in O B. It movesaround the sun.
spring, it is described as ‘the earth wakes up @® C.  Itbecomes active again.
today’ meaning the earth becomes active O D. It does not move.

again. 6EL2 P2 Q.3
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Interpreting Simile
e Students with good performance were able to 5. The writer says the rabbit looks
interpret simile when making a comparison. O A angy
They understood the expression ‘as timid as a ® B iy
panda’ means that the rabbit is shy. O C. stong
O D. likeacat

6EL1/6EL3 P2 Q.5

Primary 6 Reading

Good Performance in Reading Tasks

Students with good performance were able to correctly answer questions requiring them to

e make inferences by interpreting implicit meaning

predict the likely development of the story

work out the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary

understand parts of speech and use dictionary skills

understand the use of onomatopoeia

For task contents, please refer to ‘Performance of Primary 6 Students Achieving Basic

Competency in Reading Tasks’ section.

Making Inferences by Interpreting Implicit Meaning

¢ Students with good performance were able to

4. Tom is about years old.
interpret the implicit meaning in the diary. PO
Students could infer the fact that Tom was O B. 15
three years old because Dad could carry him O ¢ 30
when walking down 15 floors by reading ‘My O D. 80
brother Tom was crying, so Dad carried him 6ERW2/6ERW3 P4 Q.4

down the stairs.’.
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Predicting the Likely Development of the Story

e Students with good performance were able  10. Read lines 10 - 11. Mary ran over to Jenny because

to follow the development of the story and O A. Jennyhad snacks
handle basic story elements such as O B. Jenny was with her friends
. . . @ C. Mary wanted to give her some snacks
characterisation, plot and setting. They _
(O D. Mary had no friends

also understood the message behind the

6ERW1 P4 Q.10
story. They were able to figure out that
after the incident happened in Mary’s
home, Mary was pleased with Jenny’s
help. They knew that at the end of the
story, Mary wanted to make friends with
Jenny by sharing snacks with her instead

of letting her sit alone.

Interpreting the Meaning of Unfamiliar Vocabulary

e Students who performed well were 3. Rcad ‘Easy Health’. What does “workout’ mcan?
capable of interpreting the meaning of the @ A. physical excreise
unfamiliar word ‘workout’ as physical O B. working hours
exercise in the advertisement by using O C. working outdoors
contextual clues provided, i.e. ‘Do more O D. homework

exercise and stay healthy.” and ‘Follow
6ERWI1/6ERW3 P1 Q.3
them every day and you will be strong.’.
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Understanding Parts of Speech and Using Dictionary Skills

Capable students were able
to find the meaning of the

also pollute the area. As a result, the birds cannot find food, so the number of
Black-faced Spoonbills has continuned to drop. Fewer and fewer Black-faced
Spoonbills will be seen in the future if people keep polluting the birds” homes in

10

words using definitions,  mature.
parts of SpeeCh and 6. Inline 9, what does the word ‘drop” mean?
examples from a dictionary drop /drop/

verh

entry. In this question, they
knew that ‘drop’ meant ‘to
become smaller in number’
in the newspaper article by

referring to the contextual

1. to become smaller in number
O The amount of apples collected from the farm dropped
because of the bad weather.
2. to stop doing something
¢ I'm going to drop swimming because I'm very busy.
3. to fall
O The leaves dropped onto the ground.

HOURn

4. a small amount of liquid
O Ifeel adrop of rain on my arm. I think it’s going to rain.

clue, ‘Fewer and fewer
Black-faced Spoonbills will

be seen in the future...’.

CCC e
=

Understanding the Use of Onomatopoeia

e Students with good
performance understood that
‘crackle’ was a sound of the
pot burning in the story by o
referring to the contextual

clue, ‘...there was a bad

© O O

smell.” and ‘...saw that the

pot was all black.’.

Primary 6 Writing

1
2

3

6ERW1/6ERW2 P3 Q.6

forpot about the food! Suddenly, she heard a crackle and there was a bad smell.
She rushed into the kitchen and saw that the pot was all black.

5. Inline 10, ‘crackle’ is the sound of

A. something burning
B. someone running
C. water boiling

D. the television

6ERW1 P4 Q.5

10

For ‘Careless Tom’, students with good writing skills were able to provide interesting

ideas with plenty of supporting details and an appropriate ending. The description was very

clear and coherent. For ‘My Dream Home’, students were able to provide relevant ideas

with supporting details and an appropriate concluding remark. The ideas were clearly

presented and coherent. In terms of language, students were able to use a small range of

vocabulary, sentence patterns, cohesive devices and verb forms fairly appropriately with

some grammatical and spelling mistakes.
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Careless Tom (6ERW1/6ERW2 Part 5)

Student Exemplar 5

Careless Tom

<:.:I Lack Sur\d«i«j1 Tom _vole up ery ear!j and__enf 1o the,
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Hieces. He -?aweo{ o1 e !Dmfcgn Soap bﬁﬂe—l
portel To oet o miop v{'o mop up The
— v ' !
mﬂ“ hi§ — Sister —Jenny olled o e balhoom and  Sfiped

on fe brokea j‘oaﬁ bmﬂe Tather f"ﬂmﬁﬂ(lafei% wolked ouer ond, [;13

scololed Tow\ #nr hq‘f cloan e the mers Up- Tom_they

©00c000000 0 °e 0000_,500000000000.

?XD\O\W\PJ to Fﬂwr H\ﬂf. he v 5/”3 Ta Jalke o pop fo

¢ ? ui

[“ (P\QJT(’I To{m mo!;lped Up The pmess, jeﬂﬂbl "«Jﬂ.”(eﬁ'( in Clﬂﬂ:{_

- -
de\ BQQ[_ T am f‘Lg Soap o nrfer! Tow mmpeoQ ﬂz\ﬂ{

M_Low fho brofeen Sodp boltle ;J:e:nnu
Chen) grinmed _ond ibed somo_soap AT her wioulh avel ood
] ]ﬂppkﬁ )Dypnr {{_\1 rI eeecccccccee

\J—J

Content:

Provides interesting ideas with plenty of supporting details and communicates
ideas very clearly

An appropriate ending

Language:

o—o Uses a small range of vocabulary and expressions with some grammatical

mistakes : smashed into pieces , gapped (grabbed) at the broken soap bottle

«+«+ Uses a small range of sentence patterns:

Father immediately walked over and scolded Tom for not cleaning the mess up.
Jenny then grinned and wiped some soap off her mouth...

O Uses a small range of cohesive devices: Just when, After; then
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Student Exemplar 6

Careless Tom

LIMIA Plid e 4 0.0 Al MAF
00.0ocoooooooo...ooooooooo..ocoooooooo.
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f Awmz.&j /ﬂm J ﬁu panediadmsga 2.

e 00000000000 g00000000000000000 —

Content:

1 | Provides a factual account of the story with some details and communicates ideas

clearly and coherently

2 | An appropriate ending

Language:

o—o Uses a small range of vocabulary and expressions with some spelling mistakes:
study for his examination, accidently (accidentally), to get dress (dressed),

immediately
««+« Uses a small range of sentence patterns:
...but she didn t realise that there were some broken glasses on the floor.
...told Tom s sister not to step on it.
Sister asked Tom to go down...in order to punish him of his carelessness.

O Uses a small range of cohesive devices: While, So, At last, in order to
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My Dream Home (6ERW3 Part 5)

Student Exemplar 7

s My Dream Home

=
! o
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OATAS back ates - 2 4 2UNTLAN o | it Sh : -@ 7
My . ! 7 '
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Views
outside the
windows.

Content:

1 | Provides interesting ideas with plenty of supporting details and communicates

ideas very clearly

2 | A concluding remark

Language:

o+—= Uses a small range of vocabulary and expressions with some spelling mistakes:
single house, toliets (toilets), creative, stunning, The city’s neon lights view at
night, specticular (spectacular)

««++ Uses a small range of sentence patterns:
My dream house would be located on the peak.
...the rainbow wallpaper, with some books that I can read anytime.
How can 't this be the best bedroom in the world?

O Uses a small range of cohesive devices: if, Overall
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Student Exemplar 8

My Dream Home
. Views
Location. outside the
windows-

Different

To0ms-

Ly um'm s TR A
L focly o iy o,

People
living there.

Mﬂ-m,mbjd

7 ==

Content:

Provides mostly relevant ideas with supporting details and communicates ideas
clearly and coherently

2 | A concluding remark

Language:

¢ Uses a small range of vocabulary and expressions with some spelling mistakes:
dinning (dining), There even a movie corner, garage, hardly (hard)

+«++ Uses a small range of sentence patterns with some grammatical mistakes:
I am a cars lover.
There are also a maid.

If I want to live in..., I ought to...

O Uses a small range of cohesive devices: too, also, If
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Primary 6 Speaking

Students with good performance demonstrated competence in the following areas:

Reading Aloud

e Students with good performance were able to read a short text fluently and clearly

with appropriate pausing and intonation. They made very few or no pronunciation

mistakes.

Teacher-Student Interaction

e Students with good speaking skills provided relevant answers to most of the questions
and elaborated their ideas to some of the questions. They were able to use a small range

of vocabulary, sentence patterns and cohesive devices with few grammatical mistakes.

Presentation

e Students with good performance provided plenty of information and ideas relevant to
the topic and communicated their ideas very clearly. They presented well-organised

ideas with few mistakes in pronunciation. They used a small range of vocabulary, varied

sentence patterns and cohesive devices with few grammatical errors. Appropriate eye

contact with the oral examiners was maintained throughout the presentation.
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General Comments on Primary 6 Student Performances

Primary 6 Listening
e The performance of students in listening has been steady over the previous few years.

e In previous years, most students performed satisfactorily in skills like extracting
specific information and understanding the connection between ideas when pictorial
cues were provided as multiple choice options. This year, students generally performed
better in most skills, for example, predicting the likely development of the texts,
grasping main ideas and interpreting intonation with pictures given as multiple choice

options.

e Similar to previous years, students showed good performance in interpreting expression

explicitly presented in the spoken text.

e Students generally performed better in shorter listening tasks with a lighter listening

load, e.g. ‘Phone Calls (Multiple Choice)’ and ‘How to spend time with family’ than in

longer ones, e.g. ‘Leaving school’.

e Some students had difficulty in connecting ideas using contextual clues.

e Some students had problems identifying main ideas and extracting specific information

when multiple pieces of information were given in a spoken text.

¢ In the note-taking task ‘Phone calls’, students performed better in number writing than

in word writing.
Primary 6 Reading

¢ Students generally performed better if pictorial cues were given as options.

e Quite a number of students were able to understand the use of similes and

onomatopoeia by referring to the contextual clues or pictorial cues. To understand the

use of these language features seemed to be less challenging to students this year.

e Students were generally able to understand the connection between ideas by using

pronoun references and identifying cohesive devices. However, some of them were

weak in connecting pieces of information from different parts of the continuous prose,

e.g. stories.

e Many students were able to interpret implied meaning in short and simple reading text

if it required relatively straightforward inferencing.

e Many students were able to extract specific information from informational texts, e.g.

posters and advertisements. However, some students were still careless and overlooked

the key words though they were explicitly stated.
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¢ Some students were not able to work out the meaning of unfamiliar words. They failed

to deduce meaning from context even though the contextual clues were provided.

e The majority of students were able to get the correct answers if the questions required

finding clearly stated information in the text. However, some students were rather weak

in other questions which required understanding of the whole text and interpretation of

the information given. It is therefore recommended that students read the whole text to

understand the overall gist in addition to scanning the text for specific information.
Primary 6 Writing

For both topics, ‘Careless Tom’ and ‘My Dream Home’, most students were able to write
at least 80 words based on the prompts provided. However, they had problems in

grammar, spelling and sentence structure.

Careless Tom

¢ In general, students were able to write a short story with a clear storyline based on the

picture and question prompts. An appropriate ending was also given. Although the

ideas provided were quite clear and relevant, more original ideas and elaboration could
have been given. Capable students were able to provide interesting ideas and dialogues
to enrich the content, e.g. Tom murmured beneath his breathe, ‘What should I do?
What should I do?’ He started panicking as he did not know what to do.’

e The majority of students were able to use cohesive devices, such as ‘Next’, ‘Suddenly’,

‘Finally’ to link ideas. However, many students were weak in verb form in past tense,

subject-verb agreement, noun agreement, word collocation and sentence structure.

There was also some Chinese-influenced phrasing. Inappropriate word choice and poor

spelling were still common in students’ writing. For example, quite a number of them
used ‘sweep’ instead of ‘broom’ and they misspelt some basic vocabulary like ‘sister’

as ‘sisther’.

e A few students just copied the rubric of the task ‘Last Sunday something happened in

Tom’s home.” without any elaboration. They were not awarded any marks.

My Dream Home

e As the topic was interesting to students, quite a number of them were able to provide

interesting ideas with supporting details in their writing. In general, students wrote a
complete description about their dream home according to the prompts given, while

capable students were able to use their imagination in their writing:

‘My home probably is a mansion. It will be located near a beach, so that I wake up

everyday seeing the beautiful views of the sandy beach and the crystal blue sea...’
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The majority of students were able to use a limited range of vocabulary, sentence

patterns and verb forms appropriately but with some grammatical and spelling mistakes

in their writing.

Although some students were able to use cohesive devices to link ideas within a

paragraph, they were not able to achieve overall coherence through careful structuring

of their ideas. A sudden change of ideas or repetitive ideas in several paragraphs made

it difficult for readers to follow the text.

Primary 6 Speaking
Reading Aloud

Many students were able to read the texts aloud fluently and clearly despite a few

mistakes in pronunciation. Some of them had difficulty pronouncing words like ‘drum’,
‘joined’ (6ES0I), ‘habits’, ‘salt’ (6ES09), ‘Sai Kung’, ‘leader’ (6ES11). Moreover, they
had difficulty pronouncing words with three or more syllables, such as ‘activities’
(6ES01), ‘celebrate’ (6ES03) and ‘properly’ (6ES09).

Some students dropped end consonants for words like ‘weekends’ (6ES0I), ‘support’
(6ES03) and ‘cook’ (6ES11).

Teacher-Student Interaction

More than half of the students provided relevant answers to most of the questions.

Some of them were able to elaborate on some of the questions. Some students provided
additional details on some familiar topics, such as Good Habits (6ES09) which was

about things they should do for keeping healthy. They were able to tell what they

should eat and what exercise they should do.

Almost half of the students were able to use a small range of vocabulary and sentence

patterns with some grammatical mistakes.

Although some students were familiar with the topic Affer-school Activities (6ES0I),

they did not know how to say the names of the activities in English which affected their

performance.

Presentation

In their two-minute presentations, more than half of the students were able to provide

relevant information and ideas based on the pictures or written prompts when delivering

a speech or telling a story.

Many students used a small range of vocabulary and sentence patterns with some

grammatical mistakes.

More than half of them spoke quite clearly and were able to provide appropriate

responses to questions despite a few mistakes in pronunciation.
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e Most students displayed an awareness of their audience by using appropriate eye

contact with the oral examiners and were awarded a bonus score.

e However, some students did not read the rubric carefully. In Mother’s Day Surprise

(6ES04), they were required to talk about two activities only but more activities were
being told at the end. They should be more careful even though no marks were being
deducted.

o In Tom’s Timetable (6ES10), students were required to talk about Tom’s activities in a
week as well as to comment on his timetable. However, some of them used most of the
time only talking about the activities, without giving comments about the timetable. A

better organisation and time management skills in both preparation and assessment time

were recommended.

Overview of Student Performances in English Language
at Primary 6 Territory-wide System Assessment
2013-2017

The percentage of P.6 students achieving Basic Competency in 2017 was 72.3%, slightly
higher than the percentage for the year 2015 as shown in Table 7.19.

Table 7.19  Percentage of Students Achieving English Language
Basic Competency in 2013-2017*

Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
2013 72.4
2015 72.0
2017 72.3

Note:  * The 2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA were suspended. As participation in the 2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA was on
a voluntary basis, not all P.6 students were involved and hence no territory-wide data is provided in
this report.

A comparison of the strengths and weaknesses of P.6 student performances in TSA from
2013 to 2017 provides useful information on how teachers can help students improve.

Table 7.20 summarises such a comparison.
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Results of Secondary 3 English Language in Territory-
wide System Assessment 2017

The percentage of S.3 students achieving English Language Basic Competency in 2017 is
69.7%, indicating a very slight increase in the percentage of students achieving basic

competency in 2017 as compared to that of 2016.

Secondary 3 Assessment Design

Assessment tasks for S.3 English Language were based on the Basic Competency (BC)
Descriptors (Tryout Version) for English Language at the end of Key Stage 3 (Secondary 3)
and the CDC Syllabus for English Language (Secondary 1 — 3) 1999. The tasks covered
the four language skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking, and were designed in
accordance with the learning objectives in three interrelated strands: Interpersonal,

Knowledge and Experience.

The S.3 written assessments consisted of three sub-papers for Listening, Reading and
Writing, comprising a total of 129 items and 138 score points. Some items appeared in
different Listening and Reading sub-papers acting as inter-paper links. The duration of each
Listening sub-paper was approximately 35 minutes, Reading sub-paper was 35 minutes and
Writing sub-paper was 40 minutes. The oral assessment was comprised of two components,
Individual Presentation and Group Interaction, with eight sub-papers in each component.
The number of items on the various sub-papers is summarised in Table 7.21a. These
numbers include several overlapping items that appear in more than one sub-paper to enable
the equating of test scores. The composition of the S.3 sub-papers is provided in Table
7.21b.
Table 7.21a Number of Items and Score Points for S.3

No. of Items (Score Points)
Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper4 | Total*
English Language
Written Paper
Listening 31(31) 31(31) 31(31) - 54(54)
Reading 36(36) 36(36) 36(36) - 72(72)
Writing 1(12) 1(12) 1(12) -- 3(12)
Total 68(79) 68(79) 68(79) -- 129(138)
Speaking
Presentation 2(14) 2(14) 2(14) 2(14) 8(14)
Group Interaction 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) 8(6)

* Ttems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
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Table 7.21b Composition of S.3 Sub-papers

Written Assessment Speaking Assessment
Basic No. of Items Basic No. of Items
Competency (Score Points) Competency (Score Points)
9ESPI — 9ESGI -
. . 9ESP8 9ESGS8
Listening 9ELL | OEL2 | O9EL3 Individual | Group
Presentation | Interaction
L5-L-2-S3BC
(listening strategies) 3161 28(28) 29(29) LS_S.213_83BC 8(4) 8(4)
L5-L-1-S3BC (ideas)
(language features) 0 33) 22)
Reading 9FERI | O9ER2 | OER3 L6-5-6-S3BC 8(4) 0
(organisation)
L6-R-1-S3BC
(reading strategies) 28(28) 34G34) 313D
L5-S-4-S3BC
L,6'R_2'S3BC .. (vocabulary & language 8(4) 0
(extracting and organizing 0 0 2(2)
. . patterns)
information)
L5-R-3-S3BC
(language features) 36) 0 36)
L5-R-4-S3BC L5-S-2-S3BC
(reference skills) >6) 22) 0 (pronunciation & 8(4) 0
Writing 9EW1 | 9EW2 | 9EWS3 delivery)
L6-W-1-S3BC (content) 1(4) 1(4) 1(4)
L6-W-2-S3BC (language) 1 (4) 1 (4) 1(4) L6-S-5-S3BC
L6-W-3-S3BC (organisation) |  1(2) 1(2) 1(2) (strategies for oral 8(2) 8(2)
L5-W-5-S3BC (features) 12) 12) 1) communication)

Secondary 3 Listening Iltems

Each student attempted three listening tasks in one of the three Listening sub-papers (about

35 minutes each). All parts or sections were played twice. Descriptions of the listening
tasks are provided in Tables 7.22 and 7.23.

Table 7.22 S.3 Listening: Distribution of Items

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L5-L-1-S3BC | Understanding the use of a range of language features in 3

simple literary / imaginative spoken texts
L5-L-2-S3BC | Using an increasing range of strategies to understand the 51
meaning of simple texts on familiar and less familiar topics
which are delivered clearly and in generally familiar
accents
TOTAL 54
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Table 7.23 S.3 Listening: Item Description and Question Types

Conl?;:zzncy Item Description Question Type (SNc(:).r:fI{f)einmtss)
L5-L-2-S3BC | Discussion —MOOV TV Multiple choice 8(8)
ggﬁé :I;ZZ 5 Short Answer 7(7)
L5-L-2-S3BC | Conversation — Puzzle Week Multiple choice 8(8)
9ELI — Part 2
9EL3 — Part 2
L5-L-2-S3BC | Meeting — Environmental Education | Multiple choice 8(8)
Fund
9ELI — Part 3
9EL2 — Part 2
L5-L-1-S3BC | Meeting — KPOP Festival Multiple choice 15(15)
L5-L-2-S3BC | 9EL2 — Part 1
L5-L-1-S3BC | Poem — I Made A New Password Multiple choice 8(8)
L5-L-2-S3BC | 9EL2 — Part 3
9EL3 — Part 3
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Secondary 3 Reading Items

Each student attempted three reading tasks in one of the three Reading sub-papers. 35

minutes were allotted for the reading tasks in each of the sub-papers. Descriptions of the

reading tasks are provided in Tables 7.24 and 7.25.

Table 7.24 S.3 Reading: Distribution of Items

Basic e enna No. of
Competency Items
L6-R-1-S3BC | Using an increasing range of reading strategies to 62
understand the meaning of texts with some degree of
complexity

L6-R-2-S3BC | Extracting and organising information and ideas from texts 2
with some degree of complexity

L5-R-3-S3BC | Understanding the use of a range of language features and 3
other techniques to present themes, characters, experiences
and feelings in simple literary / imaginative texts

L5-R-4-S3BC | Applying a range of reference skills for various purposes 5
with the help of cues

TOTAL 72

Table 7.25 S.3 Reading: Item Description and Question Types

Con]f;:i::ncy Item Description Question Type (SNc(:).r(:efIE:)einth)
L6-R-1-S3BC | Book Cover, Book Blurb and | Multiple choice 12(12)
L5-R-4-S3BC | Review — The Three Monkeys
9ERI — Part 1
9ER2 — Part 1
L6-R-1-S3BC | Poem — Frank the Friendly Alien Multiple choice 8(8)
L5-R-3-S3BC | 9ERI — Part 2
9ER3 — Part 2
L6-R-1-S3BC | Blog Page and Report Extract — Multiple choice 16(16)
L5-R-4-S3BC | Hong Kong Neon & Light Pollution
in Hong Kong
9ERI — Part 3
L6-R-1-S3BC | Article — Pooch Wearing Diamond | Multiple choice 8(8)
Collar Kidnapped
9ER2 — Part 2
L6-R-1-S3BC | Complaint Email, Attachment and | Multiple choice 16(16)
Police Report — BedNBrekkieHK
9ER2 — Part 3
9ER3 — Part 3
L6-R-1-S3BC | Instruction Manual and Press | Multiple choice 12(12)
L6-R-2-S3BC | Release — Foldy EEBIE

9FER3 — Part 1
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Secondary 3 Writing Tasks

Each student attempted a writing task of about 150 words from one of the three Writing
sub-papers. Forty minutes were allotted for the writing task in each of the sub-papers.

Descriptions and topics of the writing tasks are provided in Tables 7.26 and 7.27.

Table 7.26 S.3 Writing: Distribution of Items

Basic Descriptor No. of
Competency P Items
L6-W-1-S3BC Writing a variety of texts for different purposes with 3
relevant and generally adequate content
L6-W-2-S3BC Writing a variety of texts using punctuation marks
and a range of vocabulary and language patterns with
some degree of appropriateness and accuracy to
convey meaning
L6-W-3-S3BC Writing a variety of texts with adequate overall
planning and organisation (including the use of
cohesive devices and paragraphs, and sequencing of
ideas)
L5-W-5-S3BC Writing a variety of texts using the salient features of
a range of genres generally appropriately with the
help of cues
TOTAL 3

Table 7.27 S.3 Writing: Item Description and Question Types

Basic Item Describtion No. of Items
Competency P (Score Points)
L6-W-1-S3BC | Game/Toy Description — English Game/Toy Design 1(12)
L6-W-2-S3BC Competition
L6-W-3-S3BC | 9EWI
L5-W-5-S3BC | Adventure Story — Adventure Stories for the School 1(12)
Magazine
9EW2
Speech — Speech about your club/society for School 1(12)
Open Day
9EW3
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Secondary 3 Speaking Tasks

Each student attempted either an ‘Individual Presentation’ (3 minutes for preparation and 2
minutes for assessment) or a ‘Group Interaction’ (3 minutes for preparation and 4 minutes
for assessment). There were altogether 16 sub-papers: two sub-papers each for the
Individual Presentation and Group Interaction, used in morning and afternoon sessions that

took place over two assessment days. Descriptions of the speaking tasks are provided in

Table 7.28.

Table 7.28 S.3 Speaking: Distribution of Tasks

Basic
Competency

Descriptor

Task
Description

No. of Items

L5-S-2-S3BC

Using a range of delivery techniques
(including stress, rhythm and
intonation) to convey meaning
generally appropriately with the
help of cues

L5-S-3-S3BC

Expressing information and ideas
(including personal experiences,
feelings, opinions, imaginative ideas
and evaluative remarks) with some
elaboration

L5-S-4-S3BC

Using a range of vocabulary and
language patterns with some degree
of appropriacy and accuracy to
convey meaning

L6-S-5-S3BC

Using formulaic expressions and a
range of strategies for oral
communication to establish and
maintain relationships/ interaction in
familiar situations

L6-S-6-S3BC

Using  organising  techniques
generally appropriately to convey
meaning

Individual
Presentation

9ESPI — 9ESPS

L5-S-3-S3BC

Expressing information and ideas
(including personal experiences,
feelings, opinions, imaginative ideas
and evaluative remarks) with some
elaboration

L6-S-5-S3BC

Using formulaic expressions and a
range of strategies for oral
communication to establish and
maintain relationships /interaction in
familiar situations

Group
Interaction

9ESGI — 9ESGS
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Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Territory-wide System Assessment 2017

Secondary 3 Listening

Design of the Listening Papers

There are a total of three listening sub-papers, 9EL1, 9EL2 and 9EL3. In the sub-papers
there are 5 listening tasks:

Tasks Text Types
MOOV TV Discussion
Puzzle Week Conversation
Environmental Education Fund Report Meeting
KPOP Festival Meeting
[ Made A New Password Poem

Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Listening Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:

understand the meaning of simple dialogues in both familiar and unfamiliar topics

e apply their knowledge of the world in various contexts

e extract specific information, comprehend main ideas and use cohesive devices to
connect ideas, use discourse markers and contextual clues, as well as work out the
meaning of unfamiliar words/expressions

e understand intonation when dialogues were delivered clearly and in generally

familiar accents

Task Name: MOOV TV (Discussion). This task has a section for students to fill in
blanks while they listen to the conversation.

Task Content: The hosts of MOOV TV are discussing what’s currently on TV and
showing on the big screen.

Connection — cohesive devices

e Many students were able to listen and work out what Theo and Sammi reviewed
on MOOV TV when Sammi said, ‘Hi everyone. Welcome to MoovTV. Tonight we
are going to review some movies and give you the rundown of what’s on TV over

the next few weeks that is worth watching.’

1. On MoovTV Theo and Sammi review

A. TV shows only
B.  only movies
C. the rundown of movies

mourles and TV shows
9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.1
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Task Name: Puzzle Week (Conversation)

Task Content: Students and their teacher are discussing the puzzle week and how it
will work.

Specific Information

e Many students were able to identify which puzzles were easy to do when they
heard Paul say, ‘The wonderwords can be done simply and quickly, especially if
they have the words we need to find listed at the bottom.’

3. Paul says that can be done easily.

w onderwords
B

. cryptic crosswords
C. hangman
D. anagrams

E— e E L O T [4]S) HANGMAN

FaId
zyhEN
n-ge

H _ N G N
Tr v _ R !
Mame:
e | e
A word, phrase or sentence —
formed from another by moe @ B u T uom b oo
rearranging its letters P = & A f 1 @ g @ = 4
............
Fried = Fired B oY m or 2 = i r ou B F s
Listen = Silent e
L L w -
The eyes = they see a ¢ a x r & v & 3 i t
. . . a v v k x B w = & @& r ¢
A decimal = I'm a dot = d h @ i om oz ot o= om w1
point in place i e r p B B = a T & e =

xxxxxxxxxx

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.3

Task Name: Environmental Education Fund (Meeting)

Task Content: A meeting is being held to discuss the application for the Environmental
Education Fund.

Connection — cohesive devices

e Many students were able to work out what May suggested they do with some of
the funds when they heard May and Mrs. Lau speak.

‘May — Student (excited): Ooh I have some ideas as well Mrs. Lau!

School Environment Officer — Mrs. Lau: Yes May, let’s hear them.

May — Student: Firstly, an excursion to an organic farm.

School Environment Officer — Mrs. Lau: Oh, fantastic! And your other ideas
May?

May — Student: Electricity generating bikes.’

7. May suggests

1. making recycled wooden boxes 2. an excursion to an organic farm

3. electricity generating bikes 4. an excursion to the Hong Kong
Butterfly Reserve

A, land2

[B. J2and3
C. land3
D. 3and4

9EL1 Part 3/9EL2 Part 2 Q.7
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Task Name: KPOP Festival (Meeting)

Task Content: The Music Club is meeting to find out details of the upcoming school

music fair.

Tone

e The majority of students were able to correctly identify how Eva felt after

hearing the news.

11. Eva screams loudly and says ‘Oh my goodness!”. She is

A, upset

xcited

C. angry
D. relaxed

9EL2 Part 1 Q.11

Task Name: I Made A New Password (Poem)

Task Content: The poem is about someone who thought up a new, foolproof password
which they forgot, resulting in them being locked out of the computer.

Rhyme
¢ On hearing the first stanza of the
poem many students worked out
the thyming words.
Stanza 1
[ made a new password
That no one could guess.

It's long and confusing
And truly a mess.

Secondary 3 Reading

Design of the Reading Papers

2. The rhyming words in this stanza are

A, password, guess
B. guess, confusing
C. confusing, mess

U-B.‘QS, mess

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.2

There are a total of three reading sub-papers, 9ER 1, 9ER2 and 9ER3. In the sub-papers

there are 6 reading tasks:

Tasks Text Types

The Three Monkeys Bookcover, Blurb and Review

Frank the Friendly Alien Poem

Hong Kong Neon & Light Pollution in Blog Page and Report Extract

Hong Kong

P(?och Wearing Diamond  Collar Article

Kidnapped

BedNBrekkicHK Complaint Email, Attachment and Police
Report

Foldy EEBIE© Instruction Manual and Press Release
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Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Reading Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:

understand the meaning of simple texts written for various purposes, contexts and
audiences

extract or locate specific information from different text-types such as a bookcover,

blurb and review, a poem, a blog page and report extract, an article, a complaint email,

attachment and police report as well as an instruction manual and press release
locate information in a bookcover and police report

identify rhymes

identify different text types

work out the meaning of unfamiliar expressions and use reference skills

identify connections between supporting ideas and main ideas

Task Name: The Three Monkeys (Bookcover, Blurb and Review)

Task Content: The task is about the book The Three Monkeys with information being
presented in the various text types.

Obtaining information about the reading materials from the blurbs, glossaries, book

C

overs and table of contents

e The majority of students were able to work out what the title of the book was.

1. The title of the book is

hc Three Monkeys

B. The Globe Chronicles
C. Book Two
D, Margie Rathburn

BOOK COVER

[ ad REVIEW
S Chronicies v BOOK BLURB

Book Twa The Three Monkeys is an exciting tale of adventure, Simon and Maddie aren't typical
- R L tecnagers. They have jus discovered adead uncle they didn”tknow they had AND they
The T]ll‘ee Monkeys The Three Monkeys is a combination q[lungk adventure and detective work. Margie g have to travel to India to get their inheritance, an old estate with a huge palace. When they
5 Rathburn has taken compledely opposite worlds and woven them together seamlessly. et o India they find a strange diary. Whatthey read sends hem on a joumey through
i India, insearch of clues Lo solve heir uncle’s death,
Orphaned seventeen-Year-old twins Simon and Maddie Wadsworh inherit The Three Treally fked the character of Maddie. She is extremely likeable, friendly. smart and she Toves her
) - N | | brother Simon. Simon, on the other hand, is annoying. He’s a guy, so of course he is annoying! He
Monkeys, an estate in India, from an uncle they didn't know they had. Travelling to India, thinks be knowseverything,

S|_rn0r| d M_"iddw df scover i dm' Rcaqmg i hey find out somethins het make hem ‘simon doesn' lisien to Maddie and ignores every thing she says, until it is (00 late. The scene at the old
hink that their uncle's death wasn't an accident. They decide to try to find out exactly what happened. | [ temple in thejungle s a reat exampl of Simon getting them intotrouble and Maddie geting them out
of it. Simon doesn’t read the diary pages carefully and misses important information. Maddie yells at
o ) him o wait before going into the old temple. He doesn'L she follows and they get rapped in a room
The search begins for the first clue mentioned in the diary. Simon and Maddie must work out the clues | [t fts up quicky with sand. Maddi works out the puzzle that stops the sand. A secrel door opens and
and soon, i they want to keep heir inherilance and stay alive. There are people who would stop at they escap the deadly sand room!

nothing to get rid of the two siblings to et the estate and the riches hidden somewhere, Maddie and ‘They have many more adventures and meet lots of interestng secondry characters who ar just as

. > ; " . likeable. The villail il and horrible and hock illy find ho is affer §
Simon don' know who o trust, Wit enemis everywhere he Wadswort sibings ar 0 f0ra WKI . | (s e 1w st e, o o o b i s 2B T coing ot e

inwhich Simon and Maddie g0 on new adventures

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.1
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Task Name: Frank the Friendly Alien (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about an alien called Frank.
Rhyme
e The majority of students were able to read stanza two and work out the rhyming

pair.

3. In stanza two, the rhyming pair is .

A.  sharp and pointed
B. big and red
C. pointed and features

d and head

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.3

My teeth are sharp and pointed.

My eyes are big and red. ° .
| have such friendly features

upon my friendly head. W

Task Name: Hong Kong Neon & Light Pollution in Hong Kong (Blog Page and
Report Extract)

Task Content: The blog page and report extract deal with neon signs and lights and the
effects of light pollution.

Connection between ideas

e Many students were able to connect the ideas about neon lights.

7. Neon lights

1. cause light pollution 2. save energy

3. can affect residents’ sleep 4. promote low-carbon living
A land2
[B. Jiand3

C. 2and3

D 3and4

9ERI1 Part 3 Q.7

Growing environmental concerns in recent years have dealt another blow to the
neon lights in the city. Hong Kong is one of the world’s worst light polluters. Light
levels in the city are a thousand times higher than normal at night. In response, the
government launched a voluntary scheme asking businesses to switch off lights
between || pm and 7 am.The aims are to stop the lights from affecting residents’
sleep, to save energy and promote low-carbon living. Thousands of shopping malls,
hotels, banks and other organisations have promised to switch off all external
lights, apart from those needed for security purposes.
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Task Name: Pooch Wearing Diamond Collar Kidnapped (Article)

Task Content: The article features the details of a dog kidnapping that made the
headlines.

Specific Information

e Many students were able to work out what the dog was wearing.

2. The animal was wearing when it was taken.

a pink nightgown

.d diamond collar

C. pink slippers
D. akeytoalock

9ER2 Part 2 Q.2

The dog, Fifi La Rue, is a prize-winning, pure bred Lowchen,
or lion dog worth around $50,000. Police believe Fifi was
stolen because she was wearing a collar covered with
diamonds. The collar is worth half a million dollars. The
robbers could not remove the collar from the dog because
of its special lock. The key to the lock is kept in a bank safe
at the HKSBC Bank in Central.

Fifi La Rue

Task Name: BedNBrekkieHK (Complaint Email, Attachment and Police Report)

Task Content: The email and additional information are about the experiences of a
family coming to stay in Hong Kong on holiday.

Sequencing
e Many students were able to work out the order of what happened after the

family arrived at their destination.

7. Lots of things happened after the family arrived at Green Mount Villas. What is the correct
order of the things that they did?
1. potkeys 2. found rubbish in rooms
3. met Mrs. Lau 4. took photos

A 1,2, 3and 4
2,3, 4and 1

-3, 1, 2 and 4

D 3,4 2and1

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.7

We took a taxi and met Mrs. Lau at the front entrance. She just gave us the keys, directions and left. We
arrived to find the house in a mess. |t looked like a pigsty. Not one room was tidy or clean. There was
rubbish everywhere and the beds looked as if they had recently been slept in.

All calls to Mrs. Lau went to voicemail. We took photos and called the management office and police.
They arrived, took photos and we made a report about the state of the house.VWe then handed the keys
to the police and left. We caught a taxi to University Station, where we were only able to find a suite to
accommodate us in the Grand Palisades Hotel for the rest of our stay in Hong Kong.
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Task Name: Foldy EEBIEO (Instruction Manual and Press Release)

Task Content: The instruction manual is about the features of the Foldy EEBIE©. The
press release provides more information about the Foldy EEBIEO.

Inference
e Many students were able to infer what the purpose of the EEBIE© dictionary

was.

3. The EEBIE®@ dictionary allows the user to

zu:l books in different languages
B. take notes
C. adjust font size

D. arrange books by author

9ER3 Part 1 Q.3

Instruction Manual

FOLEY FOLDY EEBIE® FE-042S FOLEY ‘

INSTRUCTION MANUAL

DICTIONARY Multi-language dictionary. Just tap on the word and hold to look up its definition or
to translate it.

Secondary 3 Writing

Design of the Writing Papers

There are a total of three writing sub-papers, 9EW1, 9EW2 and 9EW3. In the sub-papers

there are three writing tasks:

Tasks Text Types
English Game/Toy Design Competition Description
Adventure Stories for the School Magazine Story
Speech about your club/society for School Open Day Speech

Students were instructed to complete a written assessment of about 150 words in 40

minutes.

Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Writing Tasks

Students achieving basic competence in writing demonstrated the following

characteristics:

e generally relevant and adequate content but with limited ideas and little or no

elaboration

e paragraphs generally developed based on prompts with an attempt to use cohesive

devices and sequence ideas appropriately
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e the use of familiar vocabulary and simple language patterns with some degree of

appropriacy and accuracy to convey meaning

e reasonably comprehensible pieces of writing despite a fair number of language and/or

stylistic errors

Description — English Game/Toy Design Competition (9EW1)

In this task, students were asked to write a description of their entry in the ‘English

Game/Toy Design” Competition. Picture prompts were provided.

You are entering the ‘English Game/Toy Design’ Competition. Read the poster and write a
description that explains how your game/toy can be used to learn/teach English, what it
does, what it looks like, how it works and anything else that is special to help the judges

decide the winner.

You may use some of the ideas from the poster and/or your own ideas in your writing. Write

the game/toy description in about 150 words.

2> Englsh Game!Toy Design Compecition

ENTER NOW!

What does your game/toy do?
How can it be used to learn/teach

Write a description of your game/toy...
What makes it the perfect game/toy to learn/teach Englich?
Tell us what it is, what it does. how it works and why you designed it...
Submission Rules ) @
o Write the description in at least 150 words “I_—:i gdl
s ara)

® Send entry via email to englichcociety@ckfglres. edu. hk
Entries cloge: 13 July, 2017
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Story — Adventure Stories for the School Magazine (9EW2)

In this task, students were asked to write an adventure story. Picture prompts were
provided.

You are Jackie Ho, a student at SKFGLR Secondary School. Your class is writing adventure
stories for the school magazine. Your teacher has given you some pictures to help you to
write a story.

You may use some of the ideas from the pictures and/or your own ideas in your writing. Write
the adventure story in about 150 words. Provide a title for your story.

ADVENTURE #1

ADVENTURE #2

K Y .'. { 'l
\. ". ' /! a

“k International Arrivals

ADVENTURE #3

ADVENTURE #4
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Speech — Speech about your club/society for School Open Day (9EW3)

In this task, students were asked to write a speech explaining their club/society to visitors
to the school.

The school will be having its annual School Open Day soon. All heads and some members of
the various school clubs and societies will be asked to give a speech about their club/society
to the visitors in the hall. Write a speech in which you explain your club/society, the
activities that have been run and how they have benefitted students.

You may use some of the ideas from the email and/or your own ideas in your writing. Write the
speech in about 150 words.

5}

0 jowong299@skhimst.edu.hk;pmak23@skhimst.edu.hk;
e .cewong3C@skhlmst.edu.hk;suechand D@skhlmst.edu.hk |

suJect: Speech about your club/society for School Open Day
SEND=="

Dear Heads and Members of the school clubs and societies,

The school will be having its annual School Open Day soon. This year visitors
will gather in the hall for a series of speeches before they tour the school. We
would like each head/chosen member of the club or society to prepare a
speech in which you explain your club/society.

You might like to include information about:-

when, where and how often you meet

membership numbers and details — senior form, junior form...

the aim of the club/society

the kinds of activities that you have run & how these activities have
benefitted the students

* Uupcoming activities

* awards/prizes won

» teacher advisors

In your speech, please include any other information that can help to give the
visitors a better understanding of the clubs and societies that students can
participate in.

Thanks,
Jackie

Head of the Student Union
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The following Student Exemplars are written compositions of students achieving basic

competence indicating the characteristics mentioned previously.

Description — English Game/Toy Design Competition (9EW1) - Student
Exemplar 1

English Game/Toy Design Competition

Category
and type
identified
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D

nclusion
ust a list
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Annotation - Student Exemplar 1

D

)

2 -

A short but appropriate introduction. Features of a toy description are
evident but the description is not very clear.

Specified the type — foy and also provided the name — robot

The piece has been formed into paragraphs that make sense but there is no
conclusion.

The last part of the final paragraph is just a list of 30 + gerunds that have
no real link, connection or explanation of how the toy robot can help the
user/owner do these things.

Errors in vocabulary/expression, some of which do affect meaning and
understanding — robort instead of robot, massage instead of message, it
will response instead of it will respond, it know many things instead of it
knows many things, it don’t instead of it doesn’t, pless instead of press,
bottom instead of button, where is in it nose instead of that is in its nose, it
can talk to us by English instead of it can talk to us in English, humulicus
instead of humorous, convenience instead of convenient, help you
everthings instead of help you do everything, writting instead of writing,
awsering instead of answering, it can be a alrem instead of it can also be
an alarm, I design it becauce instead of I designed it because

Use of connectives — furthermore, also

L—— Singular instead of plural — joke instead of jokes

—

The writer uses and so on instead of giving more information. Here it
would be better to write something like Korean, Japanese and languages
other than English instead of Korean, Japanese and so on, so that the
information would be more specific rather than general (with the use of
and so on.) It is better than using etc. though.
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Story — Adventure Stories for the School Magazine (9EW?2) - Student
Exemplar 2

Approgriate N

Short but
suitable
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Annotation - Student Exemplar 2

D

[

LIRS

An appropriate title is provided for the story as is a suitable introduction,
however there is no mention of how they got to Taiwan.

The piece of writing has an introductory paragraph which is topic related
and details the start of the story, explaining why the writer and family went
to Taiwan and what they planned to do once there.

The writing is divided into paragraphs that together make a cohesive story
about what happened on a trip to Taiwan.

The concept of the sister biting the shark fin to see what it tastes like is a
bit strange and doesn’t make sense — most people would swim quickly to
get out of the water and away from a dangerous shark, NOT bite it.

A conclusion is provided that finishes the story.

There are errors in vocabulary and expression which sometimes affect
meaning and understanding — for tourism instead of on holiday, arrived
Taiwan instead of arriving in Taiwan, planed instead of planned, had 34 °
instead of it was 34 S with angry instead of with anger, bited instead of bit,
I though instead of I thought, I found something that was in a triangle
shape and in dark colour instead of I saw a dark coloured triangular shape
in the water, swam to the other place instead of swam away, It was very
scared to me that I didn’t see any real shark before instead of I was very
scared because I hadn’t seen a real shark before

One error made repeatedly which also affected meaning and understanding
was the use of shrink — shark shrink instead of shark fin and toy shrink
instead of toy shark, shrink instead of fin

Subject/verb agreement — my sister and I was instead of my sister and 1
were
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Speech — Speech _about your club/society for School Open Day (9EW3) -
Student Exemplar 3
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Annotation - Student Exemplar 3

1

The writer has written a speech that is clear in its purpose — providing
information about the Angle Society

Paragraphing is distinct. The second paragraph deals with the relationship
between the members of the society and what is done to foster these
relationships.

The speech doesn’t mention the members of the Angle Society, instead it
focuses on the aims of the society, helping the form one students and the
interactions with them. There is also no mention of any teacher advisors.

There are errors in vocabulary and expression which sometimes affect
meaning — the homeworks instead of their homework, will hold more
instead of will have/run, to let classmates to join instead of to enable other
classmates to join in/join us, hold some instead of hold a, know more about
instead of learn more about, further instead of future

One error made repeatedly which also affected meaning and understanding
was the use of angle instead of angel

Subject/verb agreement — The relationship of our members are close
instead of The relationship between our members is close

Use of etc. This should not be used in writing a speech and is incorrectly
used in this case because the listener will not know what other information
students can learn unless the speaker informs them — know more about our
school clubs, societies, history etc. It would be better to just write learn
more about our school clubs, societies and the history of the school, or
something similar.

Secondary 3 Speaking

12 or 24 students (depending on the school size) were randomly selected from each school

to participate in the oral assessment. A standard of basic competency in speaking was not

set due to the relatively small sample size of students. However, a summary of the overall

performance levels of students is given in the section ‘General Comments on Secondary 3

Student Performances’.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Good Performance of Secondary 3 Students in Territory-
wide System Assessment 2017

Secondary 3 Listening

Good Performance in Listening Tasks

Students with good performance did well at the basic competency level and they were also
able to correctly answer a range of higher order questions as well as demonstrate the

ability to:

e understand topics, ideas, information, preferences, intentions and attitudes in simple
spoken texts in familiar and unfamiliar topics

e extract specific information, connect ideas and work out meanings of words using
contextual clues

e discriminate between intonation for a range of purposes when dialogues were

delivered clearly and in generally familiar accents

For task contents please refer to the “Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving

Basic Competence in Listening Tasks” Section.

Task Name: MOOYV TV (Discussion). This task has a section for students to fill in
blanks while they listen to the conversation.

Knowledge of the world

e The more able students were familiar with the term ‘reality TV’ and correctly

identified what a reality TV show has.

7. Hong Kong Super Chef is a reality TV show. A reality TV show has

A.  actors and actresses playing the roles

eal people being filmed doing things
C. amix of actors and real people
D. actors who love/hate each other

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.7

Task Name: Puzzle Week (Conversation)
Prediction

e The more able students were capable of predicting what the rest of the

conversation between Mrs. Lau, Rita and Paul would be about.

8. The discussion hasn’t finished. Mrs. Lau, Rita and Paul will continue to talk about ____

A, Mrs. Lau's puzzles
B. puzzles Rita likes
C. clues for 40 puzzles

esignlng puzzles for Puzzle Week
9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.8



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Task Name: Environmental Education Fund (Meeting)

Unfamiliar word/expression

e Students with good performance were capable of working out the meaning of the
unfamiliar expression when they heard Mrs Lau saying ‘if we don’t dot all of the

1’s and cross the t’s...’

4. Mrs. Lau says ‘if we don’t dot all of the i"s and cross the t's...". This is an expression which
Means someone

A.  has to be successful

B. is bored applying for money
has to pay attention to all of the details
D.  has to write the proposal and application

9EL1 Part 3/9EL2 Part 2 Q.4

Task Name: KPOP Festival (Meeting)
Prediction

e Students with good performance were capable of working out why Eva was at the

meeting after hearing what everyone was talking about.

8. Ewais at the meeting

A.  but she was five minutes late
B. and she has a class with Mrs. Pang

cauﬁc she wants to find out what it's all about
D. but she has to go to another meeting with Mrs. Mack

O9EL2 Part 1 Q.8

Task Name: I Made A New Password (Poem)
Main Idea
e The more able students were able to work out the possible title for the poem after

listening to the poem about the password and the problems the writer encountered.

8. The title of the poem could be

l Made A New Password

B. 1ICan Guess Your Password
C. Breaking The Password
D. The Easiest Password In The World

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.8
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Secondary 3 Reading

Good Performance in Reading Tasks

Students with good performance did well at the basic competency level and they were also

able to correctly answer a range of higher order questions as well as:

e use a wider range of reading strategies to understand the meaning of texts with some
degree of complexity

e demonstrate ability to use strategies to determine the meaning of texts written on
familiar and unfamiliar topics and for various purposes, contexts and audiences

e extract or locate specific information from different text-types such as articles, a poem,
a poster and programme and a blog

e use inference skills in certain passages with familiar topics

¢ analyse and integrate relevant points from one or more texts

For task contents please refer to the “Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving

Basic Competence in Reading Tasks” Section.

Task Name: The Three Monkeys (Bookcover, Blurb and Review)

Dictionary Skills

e Students with good performance were capable of working out the meaning of the

word ‘estate’ in conjunction with the meanings and examples provided.

BOOK BLURB

The Three Monkeys is a combination of jungle adventure and detective work. Margie
Rathburn has taken completely opposite worlds and woven them together seamlessly.

Orphaned seventeen-year-old twins Simon and Maddie Wadsworth inherit The Three
Monkeys, an estate in India, from an uncle they didn’t know they had. Travelling to India,
Simon and Maddie discover his diary. Reading it they find out some things that make them
think that their uncle’s death wasn’t an accident. They decide to try to find out exactly what happened.

The search begins for the first clue mentioned in the diary. Simon and Maddie must work out the clues
and soon, if they want to keep their inheritance and stay alive. There are people who would stop at
nothing to get rid of the two siblings to get the estate and the riches hidden somewhere. Maddie and
Simon don’t know who to trust. With enemies everywhere the Wadsworth siblings are in for a wild ride.

3. Maddie and Simon inherit an estate. Look at the word “estate’. Which meaning corresponds to
the word in the section?

1. (n) acar with a large carrying 2. (n) a property where coffee, rubber, grapes
area and rear door access or other crops are grown
The estate was used to carry The estate produced first class grapes that
the materials for the farm. were made into wine.

3. (n) an area of land and modern 4. (n) all the money and property owned by a
buildings developed for person, especially at death
residential, commercial
or industrial purposes In John's will, he divided his estate between

his wife and daughter.
Lucy and Tony work on the estate in
that factory.

Al
B.
C.
9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.3

W =
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Task Name: Frank the Friendly Alien (Poem)
Main Idea

e The more able students were able to work out the possible title for the poem after
reading the poem about the alien, Frank.

Erank the Friendly Alien

but you ook much taa scary.

8. The poem is called ‘Frank the Friendly Alien’. It could also be called

A, I'm Scared Of Aliens
B. Monsters From Outer Space
C. Who's Scarier, Me Or You?

|1 of the above
9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.8

Task Name: Hong Kong Neon & Light Pollution in Hong Kong (Blog Page and
Report Extract)

Locating information in a simple chart

e Students with good performance were able to use information provided in a chart
to work out the two groups affected by external lighting.

The responses of those surveyed about external lighting being too much, even excessive, and

whether it affects them can be seen in the table below.

EXTERNAL LIGHTING

m External
80 lighting is too
60 much
40
20 DlE'Xthet'mal ffect
ighting affects
. BB = e
Residents Tourists, Customers Users of
Passers-by Sports and

Recreational
Facilities

15. Look at the chart about “External Lighting’. Two groups affected by external lighting, with
similar numbers are

A, tourists, passers-by and customers

B. residents and tourists, passers-by

C. tourists, passers-by and users of sports and recreational facilities
LlS[DI]]Bl".‘i. and users of sports and recreational facilities

9ER1 Part 3 Q.15 067
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Task Name: Pooch Wearing Diamond Collar Kidnapped (Article)

Specific information

e The more able students understood the meaning of ‘reward’” and were able to work

out how much the reward being offered for the dog was.

Police believe that the robbers will remove the collar and
attempt to either sell the diamonds or smuggle them out of
Hong Kong to sell on the international black market. An alert
has been issued for the dog. Police have asked the public to
be on the lookout for Fifi La Rue and to call Crime Watchers
if they know or see anything. Mrs. Winston Huxtable Chong
has also offered a reward of one million dollars to anyone
who returns Fifi La Rue to her safe and sound.

8. The reward being offered for Fifi La Rue is dollars.

A, fifty thousand
B. half a million

ne million

D.  diamonds worth halt a million

9ER2 Part 2 Q.8

Task Name: BedNBrekkieHK (Complaint Email, Attachment and Police Report)

Predicting content

e Students were able to predict what Mr. Smith would do after getting all of the

evidence provided by Mrs. Jones.

Attt
Emall Pulice Bepart

. @PHOTOGRAPHS | T
HEX ekt et wefound . HK POLICE REPORT

TO:  complaintsdept@bednbrekkiehk.com
sussecT:  Complaint about the rooms booked
SEND=—1

PARTICULARS OF THE INCIDENT

Date: 20" 1y, 2015 Time: 8,45 pm

ooked through your website Bec
o stay in 2 hous

ad booked

Mame: M. and Mrs K. Iones SenMAF

=
1
=1

12. Given the evidence — the letter, photos and police report, Mr. Smith from BedNBrekkieHK®
will most likely .

A. not refund the Jones family any money
ive Mr. and Mrs. Jones the money to cover their expenses
C. not ban Mrs, Lau from advertising on the website

D. speak to the management office

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.12
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Task Name: Foldy EEBIEO (Instruction Manual and Press Release)

Knowledge of the world

e Students were able to use their existing knowledge and experience and apply it to

answering the question.

Instruction Manual

FOLtY FOLDY EEBIE®@ FE-0425 FOLEY

INSTRUCTION MANUAL

English Please read before using!

Thank you for choosing the FOLDY EEBIE®. Use the EEBIE and enjoy e-reading!

UNPLUG The EEBIE® has a WI-FI function. It lets you download books and magazines wherever
and whenever you are.

TOUCHSCREEN Bookmark, highlight and take notes on the colour screen. Read clearly under

6. An instruction manual

an be written in different languages

B. is not written in English

C. isused to leam about other products in the range
D.  will be handed out at press conferences

9ER3 Part 1 Q.6

Secondary 3 Writing

Most students with good performance in writing demonstrated competence and an attempt

to communicate relevant ideas, information, opinions and feelings appropriate to the

context and purpose.

The following Student Exemplars are written passages that have the following

characteristics:

relevant content and ideas expressed effectively

adequate overall planning and organisation

paragraphs developed with supporting details

coherent links within and between paragraphs

a wider range of vocabulary and language patterns used appropriately

few grammatical, spelling, capitalisation and punctuation mistakes

features used correctly with few tense shifts and a better focus on the subject and event

clear understanding of the audience and format as well as context and purpose
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Description — English Game/Toy Competition (9EW1) - Student Exemplar 4
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 4

U

This is a good piece of writing that has a simple but effective introduction,
which specifies the game/toy — toy and its name — English Robot

It also has an interesting concluding paragraph and features of a description
are evident.

The first paragraph is about the appearance of the toy — it is similar to other
robots, it has a head which is used to scan barcodes on textbooks, and a
Lgiant body that contains a monitor which displays results.

Ideas are generally expressed clearly and effectively with elaboration. The
writer talks about the toy by giving a description.

The third paragraph starts with a question which is an interesting way to
get the reader’s attention, and proceeds to explain how the robot can be
used to learn English. This paragraph also explains some of the technical

information using quite specific and accurate vocabulary — code scanner,
detected

Good range and use of topic specific vocabulary — perfect, scan barcodes,
monitor, display, code scanner, detected, press the button, key elements,
interactive

< Coherent links throughout the description with some connectives used as

well — first of all, however, in short

Some errors in vocabulary/expression have been made, but these do not
affect meaning and understanding — progrees instead of progress, are
inputted in the robot instead of is transferred to the robot, one good thing
of the robot instead of one good thing about the robot, in daily lives instead
of in their daily lives, learn English with fun instead of and have fun
learning English/enjoy learning English
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Story — Adventure Stories for the School Magazine (9EW2) - Student
Exemplar 5

B Advewlirows, b T the Cowlry Park, £
ey i N—

.

Suitgble and
appropriate
title for the

story

It o, o MH? dma, ml;hd.gnﬂlf L'r'eg% ;an:l.t hli?tﬂtﬁ:[‘ thi bfﬂ.‘lmhﬁ_.x uF
Cpadst. T had begn gp eweTted  the n’gﬁh_t pefiry,  the anaual ﬁih'ﬂ_w Fioulp I?mam.
had
The anﬂ? Promle DaHt. a wf,a.;.m[ gt that Tmia,. hmd euer gy
T vy fve. Tt woy wisg o 9;5 Suiay, fiom ML_%L@M hw-atf—l Fhom
ety fme. WA :
B [T Y T ._th tod pBbe wute IS

b wlich then twk wh all e 'thlfi__';uﬁ'?‘t\‘lav r-'u’k jul 30 wiealp aving, . Teees, |,

Howers and  lHte mdmal |5EE|§;‘.‘&T‘-“@§IHW Sean B.’erﬁ,uhﬂ'r thag. A wed fresh

with o wmell of grofs_s 1 ceulahlp nElp E:c-muﬂl.nﬂr e difference between the v of
al holatat owd that o the -H-'r‘E'ﬂ:tl ﬂltbr’ Ttk arimpmfﬂh—l
| Juskie | It fime fr bavbesue ! IHH, hn:l.a fister , Luna, who Lin “""I‘ff Beven

_old lalled ' faing, | an T viw towirds, fawdly. and  started hely
_'#3_*"-_{ a fa (v B, W4 5 ""'"‘1- """lj- Il’]}:f?«

0
qut ﬂlitnlﬂe ge,n:u-;l Tt o ot l"‘tﬂr befire e all :.ﬂr‘ oo _and F-ai aur e[
l-:uhwg, it the bemtl'Fuu vigw, ind £|m1ﬂuﬁ; L gnliw.’g o mead

Jusk, Gy WE WENE WFH savidhves . I THE Enmethh::p -;'t‘pﬁe.w? Wit doaled

aTash Py wlle . Confwed, I looked down 'Cf'ﬂ]’-}- ta S o amh Siadleg, passingy by

l;-ms.l.-.m_aﬂ,f mﬂins-l; W'ﬂ_ﬂmkl‘t‘ g it et I boes o b -Fﬁq,!ntﬂk'nmras wt fint h*d:

_ fenr seon tu 'I.Fm‘ned Toita twl-:-mﬁtu;,, Tner Tt i the it ime fiv wme te Sep &
m
.sml:aEni W ] tuhﬁal Tt v

hfter the wmedl , WE pewt hﬂﬁnﬁx u o the tap f the mowntain along, |
il the.

__the |nTlf—|r:|:1|., 't'ﬂl-ll Lﬂukm?— ouf; ot the blue J# e cbite clewdy Wi
:mamt mt}v mot, ﬁw m.'a?f_..miamaath g ﬂtu, T flt Pew:ﬂ . \

Suitgble and

apprpopriate
condlusion

to the story

272




ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 5

AVAS

An appropriate title is provided for the story — An Adventurous Day in the
Country Park

The writer has provided an introduction which outlines the start of the
story.

The conclusion that draws everything neatly together.

The purpose of writing is clear.
The piece has been formed into paragraphs that make sense and link
together to form a complete story.

[

L]

The second paragraph starts with Fine as the weather was... This construct
1s not correct, and doesn’t fit with the rest of the sentence. The writer is
trying to connect the fine weather with the large number of people at the
bus stop and should have written something like The weather was fine and
(as a result) there were lots of people at the bus stop...

The use and meaning of this construct 4s fine as...was, is usually to match
a positive with a negative, so used correctly it would have been As fine as
the weather was, there weren'’t lots of people at the bus stop...

The writer has also effectively integrated simple dialogue into the story.

The writer has used a variety and range of topic appropriate vocabulary
and expressions — An Adventurous Day, gentle breeze, traditional event,
annual, comparing the difference, confused, natural habitat, that
indicated. ..

Some mistakes have also been made but these do not affect meaning or
understanding — hustles and bustles instead of hustle and bustle, breathe
instead of breath, close up instead of up close, I felt peace instead of I felt
at peace, the table setting instead of setting the table, curiousity instead of
curiosity...

) SLETTPP > Tense errors — have instead of had, enjoy instead of enjoyed, saw instead of

-

see

Singular instead of plural — 30 minute away instead of 30 minutes away
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Speech — Speech about your club/society for School Open Day (9EW3) -

Student Exemplar 6
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Annotation - Student Exemplar 6

This is quite a lengthy speech which provides information about the Quiz
Society

Introduction to the Quiz Society is provided.

Lots of information is included in the speech but in contrast, the conclusion
is actually quite short — only one sentence, because the information that
precedes this sentence is still about the club, its teacher founder, advisors
and thanking them.

_Paragraphing is evident with a clear introduction, body and conclusion.

In the first paragraph the writer introduces the Quiz Society and this
continues in the second paragraph where details are provided about where,
when and how often the club meets. The third paragraph deals with the
members and the fourth goes on to talk about the aims of the club with this
continuing in the fifth paragraph. In the next paragraph the writer mentions
something other than the specific quiz club activities, instead talking about
other activities that the club members have, like bike rides and an annual
dinner.

1-7

The writer uses ... but as it is a speech this is acceptable as it indicates to
the writer/speech giver that there is more information that could be
included here.

U

I

Use of etc. This should not be used in writing a speech and is incorrectly
used in this case because the listener will not know what other resources
are stored in the former Music Room unless the speaker informs them —
such as books, magazines, DVD’s... etc. It would be better to just write
such as books, magazines, and DVD’s, or something similar.
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Good range and use of topic specific vocabulary — aspects, the former
Music Room, various resources, selected, several sets, pressing the quiz
buzzer, broaden the students’ horizons, annual dinner

There are minor errors in vocabulary, expression and spelling but they do
not affect meaning — Don 't be panicked instead of Don’t panic, know more
instead of learn more, to sign up the application form instead of fill in the
application form, have joined instead of participated in, different
knowledge instead of different topics, advise of teachers instead of advice
of teachers, has been existed instead of has existed, are contributed from
instead of are the result of, gained interest instead of became interested in

Singular instead of plural — feen instead of teens, buzzer instead of buzzers,
their life instead of their lives, meeting instead of meetings, bicycle instead
of bicycles

The writer also uses some complex structures — accurate use of
neither....nor in the first paragraph.

Secondary 3 Speaking

Individual Presentations

Students with good speaking skills were competent in the following four areas: ‘ideas and

organisation’, ‘vocabulary and language patterns’, ‘pronunciation and delivery’ and

‘strategies for oral communication’.

e Students expressed ideas, information and opinions that were relevant and reasonably

clear with supporting details.

e Students

were capable of using varied and appropriate language patterns and

vocabulary to enrich their presentation.

e They could also speak fluently with few errors in pronunciation and use intonation to

enhance their presentation.

e They showed an awareness of their audience by maintaining good eye contact with the

oral examiners.

Group Interactions

Students with good speaking skills were competent in conveying ideas intelligibly as well

as using simple strategies for effective oral communication.

e Students

could respond to relevant ideas with supporting details provided. They

demonstrated a good range of vocabulary and were reasonably clear in expressing

opinions.

accurate.

Pronunciation of familiar and unfamiliar words was generally clear and
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Students could use various strategies for oral communication. They could maintain
interaction through a range of communicative strategies, such as posing questions to
elicit opinions from other group members by asking ‘What’s your opinion?” and ‘What
do you think?” They also encouraged other members to further elaborate their ideas by
saying things like ‘Can you tell us more about...” and ‘“What do you think...” They

were effective group facilitators.

General Comments on Secondary 3 Student
Performances

Secondary 3 Listening

Students at the Basic Competency level performed well with extracting specific
information from spoken texts. They could understand conversations supported by
context, careful or slowed speech, repetitions or rephrasing. They could distinguish
most common word-order patterns but had difficulty with tense shifts and more

complex sentence structures.

Most students understood simple texts with familiar topics. Generally students could
work out the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions when a simple and familiar

context was given.

A considerable number of students were also able to select answers based on contextual

clues provided as well as connect ideas.
Generally students were able to identify the context provided.

Students were able to distinguish a speaker’s feelings/reactions from the information

provided.

Secondary 3 Reading

Most students were capable of locating specific information from different text types.
Most students were able to identify different text types.

Many students could interpret the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions using

contextual clues/with meanings and examples provided.
Quite a number of students were able to infer meaning from the context provided.

Many students were able to understand the connection between ideas and also locate

information to support or connect ideas.

Students could also identify main ideas and details that support a main idea using the

information provided.
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Many students were able to work out simple rhymes when reading a poem.

Students were also able to work out the sequence of events.

Secondary 3 Writing

Students writing well-organised paragraphs and providing additional details for their

ideas scored 3 and 4 for Content and Language.

Students scoring 2 or 1 for Content and Language tended to provide few ideas and

generally based their writing on the prompts.

Oft-topic writing passages were awarded 0 for Content and Features and did not score

more than a 2 for Organisation and Language.

Using a wider range of vocabulary with fewer grammatical errors, capable students
could provide more supporting details to their main ideas in their writing. (Student
exemplar #4 — Description — English Game/Toy Design Competition and exemplar #5 —
Story — Adventure Stories for the School Magazine and exemplar #6 — Speech —
Explain your Club/Society)

Although students could write well-organised paragraphs, few could elaborate in great
detail on the topic and generally based their comments on the prompts/pictures provided.
(Student exemplar #1 — Description — English Game/Toy Design Competition and
student exemplar #2 — Story — Adventure Stories for the School Magazine)

Students with better writing skills could develop well-organised paragraphs and could,
for instance, provide detailed information about the toy or game, commenting on the
design, what had prompted the design, features of the toy/game, and suitability as well
as give reasons to support their design choices. They elaborated on the prompts
provided and also added their own information about their adventure. Students also
used their own personal knowledge to write informative speeches providing
information about what their society or club did, the activities that were run and teacher
advisors and location of meetings. (Student exemplar #4 — Description — English
Game/Toy Design Competition, exemplar #5 — Story — Adventure Stories for the
School Magazine and exemplar #6 — Speech — Explain your Club/Society)

When writing the story students generally used simple vocabulary and language
patterns and their ideas generally lacked elaboration or connection to the topic — for
example, the focus seemed to be on the picture prompts. Errors in spelling and grammar
were evident and comprehension was sometimes hindered. Generally students also
avoided using dialogue or just included very simple dialogue in their stories. (Student

exemplar #2 — Story — Adventure Stories for the School Magazine)
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Capable students also wrote speeches in which they elaborated in detail on their
club/society and its activities and the benefits for student members. (Student

exemplar #6 — Speech — Explain your Club/Society)

Students, in many instances, misused common words and expressions. They also
misspelled common words and it was evident that proofreading was not being done.
It was also evident that some students were hindered by their inability to use simple
tenses as well as using the singular or plural. Many students also used etc. when they
should have provided more examples. (Student exemplar #1 — Description — English
Game/Toy Design Competition, exemplar #2 — Story — Adventure Stories for the
School Magazine and exemplar #3 — Speech — Explain your Club/Society)

Secondary 3 Speaking

Overall speaking performance

Students were generally able to present relevant ideas clearly, though some had
difficulties in organising their ideas coherently.

Although some students used limited vocabulary, basic sentence structures or
inaccurate grammatical structures, they understood the tasks and made a good attempt
to share their ideas logically.

Individual Presentation

Most students could support their ideas with adequate examples and deliver their
presentation using simple language patterns and familiar vocabulary. Some of them,

however, relied heavily on the given prompts and could not elaborate their ideas.

Some students were unfamiliar with some key words and made errors in their
pronunciation, for example, ‘pocket money’, ‘technology’, ‘society’, ‘environment’,

‘snacks’, ‘convenience’, ‘addiction’, and ‘chef’.
Some students also confused ‘pocket money’ with ‘red packets’.

Some weaker students read directly from their notes and did not make eye contact with

their audience as well as relying on memorised phrases.

Group Interaction

Although most students could express and respond to ideas that were relevant to the
topics, some of them failed to elaborate their ideas in greater detail. Some weaker
students managed to join the discussion with the help of more capable students or the

prompts provided.

Students could generally use a limited range of formulaic expressions to respond to
others, for example, ‘I agree with you’, ‘That’s very good. .. I think that’.
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e Most students were able to sustain the discussion. Although some students responded

very well to others’ ideas before adding their own points, many of them responded
mechanically or unnaturally to others with limited eye contact and continued by making
their own ‘individual presentations’, evidencing limited interaction strategies or
knowledge of how to continue. Greater amounts of ‘fixed’ turn-taking (ie one student
after another and this fixed order would be followed by the students instead of turn-
taking being determined by those with ideas to contribute) were evident and
conversations were stilted and unnatural as a result. Students also used ‘I agree’ but
failed to add anything more as an explanation of why they agreed with what had been
said — again evidence of limited understanding of interaction strategies or knowledge of
how to interact to keep the discussion going naturally. Others just paraphrased what

other students had said, contributing little to the conversation.

Overview of Student Performances in English Language
at Secondary 3 Territory-wide System Assessment 2015-
2017

The percentage of S.3 students achieving Basic Competency in 2017 was 69.7 %. The
percentage for the year 2016 was 69.6 % as shown in Table 7.29.

Table 7.29 Percentages of S.3 Students Achieving English Language Basic
Competency in 2015-2017

Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
2015 69.4
2016 69.6
2017 69.7

An overview of Student Performances in English Language at S.3 Territory-wide
System Assessment 2015-2017 provides useful information on how teachers can help

students improve their skills. Table 7.30 summarises such an overview.
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Comparison of Student Performances

Language in Primary 3, Primary 6 and Secondary 3 in
2017

in English

This was the twelfth year that Secondary 3 students participated in the Territory-wide
System Assessment at the end of Key Stage 3. The percentage of S.3 students achieving
Basic Competency in 2017 was slightly higher than the percentage for the year 2016 as

shown in Table 7.31.
Table 7.31 Percentage of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
Level 2004 | 2005 [ 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017
P.3 759 | 78.8 | 794 | 79.5 | 793 | # | 79.2 | 79.8 | 79.7 | 80.4 | 80.3 | 80.4 [81.1%|81.1Y
P.6 - (705|713 | 713|715 # |76 | 717 ~ | 724 A |T20| A | 723
S.3 - - 1686|692 | 689 | 688|692 692|691 695|693 ]| 694 | 69.6 | 69.7
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# Due to Human Swine Influenza causing the suspension of primary schools, the TSA was cancelled and no

data has been provided.
The 2012, 2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA were suspended. As participation in the 2012, 2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA

was on a voluntary basis, not all P.6 students were involved and hence no territory-wide data is provided
in this report.
A The 2016 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2016 Tryout Study. The BC attainment rate
was calculated using the data from some 50 participating schools.
V The 2017 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2017 Research Study, which was extended to
all primary schools in the territory.

The following table compares Student Performances in English Language in Primary 3, Primary
6 and Secondary 3 in 2017:
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8. MATHEMATICS

Results of Primary 3 Mathematics in Basic Competency
Assessment Research Study 2017

The percentage of Primary 3 students achieving Mathematics Basic Competency in
2017 is 88.2%.

Primary 3 Assessment Design

The assessment tasks for P.3 were based on the Basic Competency at the end of KS1 for
the Mathematics Curriculum (Trial Version) and the Mathematics Education Key
Learning Area — Mathematics Curriculum Guide (P1-P6) (2000). The Assessment
covered the four dimensions of the Mathematics Primary 1 to 3 curriculum, i.e. Number,
Measures, Shape & Space and Data Handling, and tested the concepts, knowledge,

skills and applications relevant to these dimensions.

The Assessment included items in a number of formats based on the context of the
question, including fill in the blanks, answers only and answers involving working steps
as well as multiple choice. Some of the test items consisted of sub-items. Besides
finding the correct answers, students were also tested on the ability to present their
solutions to problems, including writing out necessary statements, mathematical

expressions and explanations.

The Assessment consisted of 96 test items (134 score points) covering all the 49 Basic
Competency Descriptors of the four dimensions. These items were grouped into four
sub-papers, each 40 minutes in duration and covered all four dimensions. Some items
appeared in more than one sub-paper to act as inter-paper links and to enable the
equating of test scores. Each student was required to attempt only one of the four sub-
papers. The number of items in the various sub-papers is summarized in Table 8.1.

These numbers include overlapping items.
Table 8.1 Number of Items and Score Points for P.3

No. of Items (Score Points)
Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Total*
Mathematics
Written Paper
Number| 16(19) 14(19) 16(19) 15(19) 41(52)
Measures 8(13) 10(14) 8(12) 9(12) 28(39)
Shape and Space 7(10) 709) 7(10) 7(10) 21(29)
Data Handling 2(4) 2(4) 2(5) 2(5) 6(14)
Total | 33(46) 33(46) 33(46) 33(46) 96(134)

* Jtems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
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Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in 2017

The assessment design for the Mathematics Assessment of the 2017 Research Study
was based on the recommendations of the Committee. The principles for modifications
of paper and item design are meeting the learning needs of students, alleviating the
learning burden on students, aligning with the spirit of curriculum and reflecting the
standards of basic competencies. Moderation Committee adopted the recommendations
of the Committee. Comparing with 2015, the number of items in the Assessment was
reduced, with a cut of around 20%. Only one basic competency was assessed in each
item. Items requiring solving linking problems were minimized. Items were related to

students’ life experiences and tied in with their mental development.
Primary 3 Number Dimension

Students’ performance in the Number Dimension was good. P.3 students were able to
recognize the place values of digits in a whole number. They performed steadily in
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers as well as in their
mixed operations. In general, students were able to solve application problems and
showed working steps in their solutions. They understood the basic concepts of
fractions and were able to compare fractions. Further comments on students’
performance are provided below with examples from different sub-papers quoted in

brackets.

Understanding basic concepts of whole numbers and fractions

e Students performed very well in recognizing the place values of digits in a whole
number (e.g. Q1/M1, Q1/M3) and the values represented by the digits (e.g. Q2/M2).

® The majority of students were able to order or write 5-digit numbers (e.g. Q2/MI,
Q3/M3). However, in Q3/M3, a few students failed to give the correct answer

according to specified criteria (see the examples of students’ work as follows).

Q3/M3

B 59873 ko Rtk 60124 hw e - | mx: 05N

Answer: 4 47|
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® The majority of students were able to express a whole number in Arabic numerals
(e.g. Q3/M1). However, some students wrongly expressed ‘twenty thousand and
sixty-eight’ as ‘2 068’ or ‘20 618°.

Q3/M1

AR a#FEFEE " —HENXFA, o Answer: _20 68

2 206(%

e The majority of students were capable of using a fraction to represent part of a whole
(e.g. QI5/M1, Q12/M2). However, a small number of students misunderstood the
question in Q16/M1 and failed to give the correct answer (see an example of students’

work as follows).

Q16/M1

EXH GRS ES 2 RBROARE | @ fURAE_ 2 k-

@ @ O > (b) Rtk 23

e Most students could recognize the relationship between fractions and 1 as the whole
(e.g. Ql4(a)/M4). However, in Q13(a)/M2, some students did not understand that the

3. 2
value of 3 18 equal to that of 5 (see the examples of students’ work as follows).

Q13(a)/M2

3 2
(a) 3 NGRS /S OER / 5 ° (a)% is* / equalto / larger than %

(*BEEE) (*Circle the answer)

e The majority of students were able to compare fractions (e.g. Q13(b)/M2, Q14/M2,
Ql4(b)/M4, Q15/M4) .

Performing basic calculations with whole numbers

e Students performed well in the addition of whole numbers including carrying and
repeated addition of 3-digit numbers (e.g. Q4/M1, Q4/M3, Q3/M4).
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e The majority of students were able to perform the subtraction of 3-digit numbers,

involving decomposition and repeated subtraction (e.g. Q5/M1, Q6/M1, Q5/M3).

e The majority of students were good at performing the multiplication of whole
numbers up to 1 digit by 3 digits involving carrying (e.g. Q7/M1, Q6/M2, Q6/M3,
Q6/M4).

e Students in general could perform division of 3-digit numbers with 1-digit number
(e.g. Q8/M1, Q7/M3, Q7/M4). However, in Q8/M1, a very small proportion of
students mistook ‘212...2" for the answer. In Q7/M4, a few students failed to put a 0’

in the quotient and chose the incorrect option B.

e The majority of students performed well in the mixed operations of addition and
subtraction including small brackets (e.g. Q8/M3) as well as in those operations
involving multiplication and subtraction (e.g. Q8/M4). However, in Q9/M1, some
students neglected the computational rule of doing ‘multiplication before addition’

and chose the incorrect option D.

Solving application problems

e Students in general were capable of solving simple application problems involving
addition, subtraction, multiplication, division or mixed operations (e.g. Q10/M1,
QIl1/M1, Q12/M1, Q9/M2, Q9/M3, Q11/M3). They could demonstrate working
steps in presenting their solution as well (e.g. 14/M1, Q10/M2, Q11/M2, Q12/M3).

e In Q9/M2 and QI11/M2, some students confused multiplication with division in

solving application problems (see the examples of students” work as follows).

Q9/M2
Each pupil gets 5 pieces of drawing paper.
75 pupils get ) pieces of drawing paper
altogether.

Q11/M2

HaEAH 140BBa - FAeSas4@ME~R— & >
HTEREIR?
(7] X3t H)

t v -
B LR
\40 X&

— o b0 )
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e In QI12/M3, some students mixed up the ‘minuend’ with the ‘subtrahend’ in writing
the mathematical expression, though they still got the correct answer (see an example

of students’ work as follows).

Q12/M3

SRR L&

ayx2—-100
-18 =100
- 22 (%)

e In Q10/M2, some students missed the bracket in writing the mathematical expression,

though they gave the correct step and answer (see an example of students’ work as

follows).
Q10/M2
L ZVET £
79— 167+ (b
=329 - 2073

=126 (0

® Although some students were able to write the correct mathematical expressions,
they made mistakes in their calculations and got the wrong answers (see the
examples of students’ work as follows).

Q14M1
it B30t
o= - 53 x4
:—_%_\__("IE) - 212D

e The majority of students were able to solve problems involving the addition or the
multiplication of money (e.g. Q13/M1, Q13/M3).

Primary 3 Measures Dimension

The performance of P.3 students was good in the Measures Dimension. They could read
price tags, identify and use Hong Kong money. The majority of students were capable
of telling the dates and days of the week, telling time from a clock face or a digital clock,

and recording the duration of time for different activities as well. They were able to



MATHEMATICS

measure and compare the length and weight of objects. They also chose the appropriate

tools for measuring and recording the length and weight of objects.

However, some students were not able to read the capacity of containers and there was
room for improvement in money exchange. Further comments on students’ performance

are provided with examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets as follows.

Hong Kong money

e The majority of students could identify and use Hong Kong money (e.g. Q18/MI1,
QI15(b)/M2). Most students could read the price tags well (e.g. Ql7(a)/Ml,
Q15(a)/M2).

e Students performed well in exchanging money directly (e.g. Q17/M4). However, in
Q17(b)/M1, some students showed weakness in giving change of money, a very
small proportion of them even confused ‘70 cents’ with ‘7 dollars’ (see the examples

of students’ work as follows).

Q17(b)M1

(b) Jimmy pays

Circle the change returned to Jimmy by the

shopkeeper.
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Knowledge of time

e Most students were capable of telling the dates and days of a week from a calendar
(e.g. Q21/M1, Q19/M2). In Q19(a)/M2, a few students did not write down the
correct date according to given conditions (see an example of students’ work as

follows).

Q19(a)/M2

MRETREAGHAKR BETIEM -

%A
EfE Ef— EM- EM= | ElMw EHME  EMX
1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

(a) ZAWM¥—_EE2B £FRG -
mERL 9 g 1 a-

e Almost all students were capable of telling time from a clock face or a digital clock
(e.g. Q22(a)/M1, Q21(a)/M4). They showed a satisfactory performance in measuring
the duration of time for activities (e.g. Q22(b)/M1, Q21(b)/M4) (see an example of

students’ work as follows).

Q22/Ml1

MATFHEGRBMT—HFERNETEGERM -

Pl 4 B% fa

(a) AEHMBEMEALF 0 B 5 45

(b) REXLEFION25 5 @ #ERA
5 T RE
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e Most students were able to recognize and apply ‘24-hour time’ (e.g. Q23/M3). Only
a small proportion of students failed to convert the 24-hour time to the time in the
afternoon. Some students misunderstood the question and were not able to work out

the duration of time (see an example of students’ work as follows).

Q23/M3

MTFTAEFE-—RAGBFEHM -

B ¥
13:30 - 20:30

(@ EHEMBE LML
*_t%/@ |13 B 70 o

(*BHE %)

b ETx2BE¥E 8 -

Length, distance, weight and capacity

e Almost all students were able to compare the distances between objects directly (e.g.
Q16/M2). Most students were capable of comparing the length of objects using
improvised units (e.g. Q18/M4).

e The majority of students were able to use a ruler to measure the length of object (e.g.
Q19/M3). However, they were relatively weak in choosing ‘ever-ready rulers’ such
as finger span to measure the height of objects (e.g. Q20/M1) (see an example of

students’ work as follows).

Q20/M1

UTH-—RERBLRAABESENRE?

oo
e
e A O B
F@#
o C O_D
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e Most students could use ‘kilometre’ (km) to express the distance between objects
(e.g. Q18(a)/M3) though few students were not able to find the shortest distance
between two places (e.g. Q18(b)/M3)(see the examples of students’ work as follows).

Q18(b)/M3

@M TH REEEABSLE -

b) dEBEEH REAGHBEZEL é km °

(b) The shortest route from Train Station to

School is —Q km.

e Generally, students were able to compare the weight of objects directly (e.g. Q21/M2)
as well as measure and compare the weight of objects using improvised units (e.g.
Q22/M4).

e The majority of students were capable of measuring the weight of objects using
‘kilogram’ (kg) or ‘gram’ (g) (e.g. Q23(a)/M1, Q22/M2). They showed progress
when they compared the weight of objects (e.g. Q23(b)/M1).

e Student performed well in comparing the capacities of containers directly (e.g.
Q24/M1) as well as measuring and comparing the capacities of containers with

improvised units (e.g. Q23/M4).

e Most students were able to use ‘millilitre’(mL) to measure the capacity of container

(e.g. Q24/M4). Nevertheless, in Q23/M2, some students were weaker in measuring
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the capacity of container using ‘litre’(L) or ‘millilitre’(mL). They could not
intuitively read that half of 1L equals to 500 mL (see the examples of students’ work

as follows).

Q23/M2

RABPEKBK KRS AEEHBEEH

¥THRE -
@ ZHEPHEERA 1100  mLe

1_”- WE”_ { The capacity of container P is _ 50D mL,

The majority of students chose the appropriate tools to measure the length and
weight of objects, and the capacity of containers (e.g. Q24/M2, Q21/M3, Q20/M3).
Students in general were able to record the length and weight of objects with
appropriate units (e.g. Q19/M1, Q22/M3, Q19/M4), but a small number of students

mixed up and misused the measuring units (see the examples of students’ work as

follows).
QI19/M1
(a) —# TR M k& 16 m -
(b) —1@#K % Q 4 200 kg .
(b) An apple 0 weighs about 200 M N .
Q22/M3

) —BrwEgOL2 4 -

—mE Hy22 o
(a) The weight of a bag of rice is about ®) 0 ke R AR 28 _km

2 _ 0Oy .

Q19/M4

— AP REREHRZE20 _LCn -
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Primary 3 Shape & Space Dimension

P.3 students performed well in the Shape & Space Dimension. The majority of students
were able to identify 3-D shapes, 2-D shapes, straight lines, curves, parallel lines,
perpendicular lines and right angles. They were able to solve problems involving the
four main directions. However, some students were comparatively weak in some basic
concepts such as mixing up prisms and pyramids; cylinders and cones. Further

comments on students’ performance are provided below with examples from different

sub-papers quoted in brackets.

3-D Shapes

e Students were able to identify 3-D shapes (e.g. Q25/M1, Q25/M2). A small number

of students confused a pyramid with a prism and chose the incorrect option B in

Q25/M2.

e Students in general could classify 3-D shapes (e.g. Q26/M1, Q26/M2). However,

some students were not able to distinguish between prisms and pyramids; cylinders

and cones (see the examples of students’ work as follows).

Q26/M1

Q26/M2

BEHT BEAARERELEFORXFE -

ves
<« &

7l &
(a) fAi:_B-D

(b) mﬁ:Aﬂ;

Follow the instruction. Write down all the letters for
the answers.

oV A

List:

Q—

(a) Cylinder(s): ] l ,B

(b) Sphere(s): __ A

e The majority of students were able to compare the thickness of objects intuitively

(e.g. Q27/M2)

2-D Shapes

e The majority of students could identify 2-D shapes including hexagons, rectangles,

parallelograms, trapeziums, rhombuses, circles and squares (e.g. Q27/M1, Q28/M2,
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Q27/M3, Q28/M4). Only a very small proportion of students confused rectangles

with parallelograms and were relatively weak in identifying trapeziums.

e Most students were able to recognize equilateral triangles, right-angled triangles and
isosceles triangles (e.g. Q29/M1, Q29/M2, Q28/M3).

e Almost all students were able to find the relative positions of two 2-D shapes (e.g.
Q29/M3).

Straight Lines and Curves
e Most students were good at identifying straight lines and curves (e.g. Q30/M3).
e The majority of students were able to identify parallel lines (e.g. Q30/M1) but some

students could not recognize perpendicular lines (e.g. Q30/M2). In Q30/M4, a few

students confused parallel lines with perpendicular lines.

Q30/M2 Q30/M4

BMETEH BEARAERGAXFE - Study the following figures. Write down the letter(s)

for the answer.
B. C. D.

List the figure(s) formed by perpendicular lines.

Answer: A°B

c A.

ig A 5 lJ A-HEAY

Angles

e Most students were able to recognize a right angle (e.g. Q28/M1) and compare the
size of the angles (e.g. Q31/M2).

Q28/M1

X N L

List the figure(s) with right angle(s).

Answer: l)
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Q31/M2
~ \6?/
. y
B LB fex -y zZBEEBAREIHILER -
s%: X . L N
(wmA) (&)
Directions

e Students did well in recognizing the four main directions, namely, north, east, south
and west (e.g. Q31/M1, Q31(a)/M3). However, some students were not able to find
the correct position relative to the given reference point (e.g. Q31(b)/M3) (see the

examples of students’ work as follows).

Q31(b)y/M3

TaAESF £ ER -

BRSNS S

"o

VA

RES

b AbhEBAEBHEEwe D o

(b) Food Court is to the 5@ n ’LL’ of Games

(direction)
Booth.
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Primary 3 Data Handling Dimension

The performance of P.3 students was very good in the Data Handling Dimension.
Students were able to read the data given in pictograms and interpret them to answer
straightforward questions. Most of them were good at constructing pictograms from
tabulated data. Further comments on students’ performance are provided below with

examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

Reading and interpreting pictograms

e Most students did well in reading pictograms with a one-to-one representation. They
were able to directly read the data given in pictograms (e.g. Q32(a)/M1, Q32(a)/M2,
Q32(a)/M3), then compare the data or carry out simple calculations in order to
answer the questions (e.g. Q32(b)/M1, Q32(b)/M2, Q32(b)/M3).

e In Q32(a)/Ml, a few students were careless in reading the questions. They mistook
the total number of boxes of toys for the answer (see an example of students’ work as

follows).

Q32(a)M1

BEGT THRENLHRAGHRT -
HRENSMAAGR T
EECIRELE

=

-
=3 (-
= =3
= = =
- = = = (=
= = - = =
= = = = =
HA

EremE wE 2 HEss #HE

(a) HRENAAMME i & -

Constructing pictograms

e Most students were capable of constructing pictograms from tabular data and
providing a proper title for the pictogram (e.g. Q33/M1, Q33/M3, Q33/M4).
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e In Q33(1)/M1 and Q33(b)(1)/M3, a small number of students were not able to give

an explicit title in order to express the purpose of conducting the survey (see the

examples of student’s work on as follows).

Q33(1)yM1

PR WA LA B Bt osiin

(#Aa)

Q33(b)(1)M3

8 x g4
HEx L9y &g o,
(#H4)

Pu\:"\\% oF P BA voted for ther Covourite d¥inks
‘ (Title)

e A very small proportion of students unnecessarily drew a grid or added a ‘frequency

axis’ to represent the data given by a pictogram (see the examples of student’s work

on as follows).

Q33(2)M1
51 O RELA w1 O REIA
murfoolofojoo] | | [ ***0010/0.00; | |
wEH [0O10{0O] | #Eh| ol 00!
rasfOf0[ofo] 1T | emsloioloiof | i i
xxs[0]0[o]oloolojo] | xxs[oicicioioicioio:
T e

General Comments on Primary 3 Student Performances

P.3 students performed well in the Number Dimension. The majority of students
mastered the basic concepts of whole numbers and fractions as well as the
computational skills of the four operations in Key Stage 1. They were able to solve daily
application problems and present working steps of solutions. However, a few students

mixed up multiplication with division and the ‘minuend’ with the ‘subtrahend’.
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The performance of P.3 students was good in the Measures Dimension. The majority of
students were able to identify and use Hong Kong money, read the price tags properly,
tell the dates and days of a week, tell time from a clock face or a digital clock, and find
the duration of an activity. They were also able to measure and compare the length and
weight of objects as well as the capacity of containers. They were able to measure and
record the length and weight of objects with appropriate tools. However, some students

need to deepen their understanding of money exchange and measuring units.

P.3 students performed well in the Shape & Space Dimension. The majority of students
were able to identify 3-D shapes and 2-D shapes, straight lines and curves, parallel lines
and perpendicular lines, right angles and the four main directions. However, some
students should enforce their basic understanding of concepts such as pyramids/cones

and prisms/cylinders; trapeziums and parallelograms.

P.3 students did very well in the Data Handling Dimension. Most students were able to
read pictograms with a one-to-one representation and interpret the data given in the
pictogram to answer simple questions. They could also construct pictograms from

tabular data though a small number of students could not explicitly express the title.

Good Performance of Primary 3 Students in 2017

Students with good performance demonstrated mastery of the concepts and skills
assessed by the sub-papers. They were more able in doing computations and could solve
application problems with different contexts. They were also able to clearly present

their solutions in solving problems (see the examples of students’ work as follows).

Q10/M2 Q12/M3
329-(96+10T) 100-9y7%
=329-203 - 100-19
12 11
= HE A B, HE’/JU‘UJ ) CJLM\J(’/.

Students with good performance had thorough conceptual understanding of the fractions.

They could recognize the relationship between fractions and one as a whole and

compare fractions.

Students with good performance were able to identify and use money, read the price
tags and correctly exchange money. They could tell the dates and days of a week, tell

time from a clock face and digital clock, recognize and apply the ‘24-hour time’ system
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and find the duration of an activity. For the length and weight of objects, and the
capacity of containers, they were able to compare, choose appropriate tools to measure

and record with suitable units (see the examples of students’ work as follows).

Q23/M1 Q23/M2

Fill up container P with water. Then pour all the water

into two empty measuring cups.

(a) % wEEA Y kg \Eu. [ ‘En \
The capacity of container P is _ \§00 mL.

(*BH%%)

Students with good performance were capable of identifying 3-D shapes and 2-D shapes.
They demonstrated good recognition of straight lines and curves, parallel lines and
perpendicular lines, understanding angles and right angles. They could also solve
problems with different contexts involving the four main directions (see the examples of

students’ work as follows).

Q28/M2 Q31/M3

The map of a fun fair is shown below.

£SAFAHFRERHHT-BEE -

il
O Box Office

L\ o — g — 40

/ \: \ Games Booth Ferris Wheel Stage
i al

o P -

Food Court Gift Shop

2}

e |

B

(a) Cindy goes north from Ferris Wheel to

(a) L ® ﬁ _l— & + frm Ii . *  Box Office I.v' Games Booth
(b) EBEAH 3 18 3R - (*Circle the answer)
(b) Food Court is to the P0ST of Games
(direction)
Booth.
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Students with good performance were able to read and analyze data from pictograms.
They performed well in comparing data and simple calculations to answer the questions
according to the relevant information in the pictograms. They could construct
pictograms by referring to the given raw data and provide a proper title for a pictogram

(see an example of students’ work as follows).

Q33/M3
AP AU —A—ZFX  EHmE LKL - b) BRI LER AR ATHEME »Eio L4EM -

(a) RS AT A - BAiﬁ%iﬁﬁ-gﬁﬁ‘ﬂ’%ﬁc?u

i ob 1€ 5§ L] A7k AR £ (A% #)

e | F |E—| E |ET . e ORn

At T b 5 7 S S S

S DU N N O N

L O 4 O

b Q0 O

t O 1. 0 1 0 1 O

0 1.0 i O i O

i 0. 1.0 1. 0 i O i

O O i 0O O

445 K A% A ®it

Overview of Primary 3 Student Performances in
Mathematics in 2015-2017

The percentages of P.3 students achieving Mathematics Basic Competency in 2015,

2016 and 2017 provided below.

Table 8.2 Percentages of P.3 Students Achieving Mathematics Basic Competency
in 2015-2017

Year % of Students Achieving Mathematics Basic Competency
2015 87.6
2016 89.9
2017 88.2

A comparison of the strengths and weaknesses of P.3 students in 2015, 2016 and 2017
provides useful information for teachers to help students improve their learning. The

following tables provide an overview of student performances in each of the four

dimensions for these years.
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Results of Primary 6 Mathematics in Territory-wide
System Assessment 2017

The territory-wide percentage of P.6 students achieving Mathematics Basic Competency in

TSA 2017 is 84.0% which is similar to that of the performance levels in 2013 and 2015.

Primary 6 Assessment Design

The assessment tasks for P.6 were based on the Basic Competency at the end of KS2 for the
Mathematics Curriculum (Trial Version) and the Mathematics Education Key Learning
Area — Mathematics Curriculum Guide (P1-P6) (2000). The tasks covered the five
dimensions of the Mathematics curriculum, i.e. Number, Measures, Shape & Space, Data

Handling and Algebra.

The Assessment assumed students had already mastered the Basic Competencies covered in
Key Stage 1 (Primary 1 to 3) and therefore focused primarily on the basic and important
areas of the Key Stage 2 (Primary 4 to 6) curriculum, testing the concepts, knowledge, skills

and applications relevant to these areas.

The Assessment included a number of item types including multiple choice, fill in the
blanks, solutions with working steps (or equations) required, as well as open-ended
questions in which students were required to justify their answers, with item types varying
according to the context. Some of the items consisted of sub-items. Besides finding the
correct answers, students were also tested on their ability to present the solutions to
problems, including writing out the necessary statements, mathematical expressions,

equations and explanations.

The Assessment consisted of 89 test items (130 score points) covering the five dimensions.
These items were grouped into four sub-papers, each 50 minutes in duration and covering
all five dimensions. Some items appeared in more than one sub-paper to provide inter-paper

links. Each student was required to attempt only one of the four sub-papers.
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Table 8.4 Number of Items and Score Points for P.6

Number of Items (Score Points)
Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Total *
Mathematics
Written Paper
Number | 21 (25) 21 (24) 18 (22) 17 (21) 47 (59)
Measures 6 (11) 7(13) 7(11) 7(12) 17 (29)
Shape and Space 3(6) 3(6) 4(7) 509 8 (14)
Data Handling 305 3(6) 3(7) 3(5 8 (15)
Algebra 3(5) 2(4) 4 (6) 4 (6) 9(13)
Total | 36 (52) 36 (53) 36 (53) 36 (53) 89 (130)

* Jtems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.

Performance of Primary 6 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Territory-wide System Assessment 2017

P.6 Number Dimension

The performance of students was good in the Number Dimension. The majority of students
understood the basic concepts including factors and multiples, conversion between fractions,
decimals and percentages, arithmetic operations and methods of estimation. However, a
small number of students confused the common factors with the common multiples of two
numbers. Some students were weak in solving application problems involving fractions and
percentages. Further comments on their performance are provided below with examples

from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

Understanding basic concepts
e Most students understood the concept of place values (e.g. Q1/M1, Q1/M3).

e Most students were able to arrange numbers in descending order (e.g. Q1/M4).

Multiples and factors

e While the majority of students understood the concept of factors (e.g. Q2/M3), some
students confused the factors with the multiples of a number and chose the options A or
Bin Q2/M1.

e P.6 students were able to use the listing method to find all the factors of 85 (e.g. Q3/M1).
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However, some students mistook 15 for a factor of 85 or missed the factor 17 (see the

examples of students’ work below).

Q3/M1

sk 1, 0H I ex: 1,5, RS

The majority of students were capable of finding the common factors (e.g. Q2/M4) and
common multiples of two numbers (e.g. Q6/M1). However, a small number of students

confused the common multiples with the common factors of a number (e.g. Q3/M3).

P.6 students were able to find the least common multiple (L.C.M.) (e.g. Q4/M3) and the
highest common factor (H.C.F.) of two numbers (e.g. Q4/M1). However, some students
confused the highest common factor with the least common multiple (see an example of

students’ work below).

Q4/M3

18 #o 27 a2 8 (LCM) & i -

Fractions

e The majority of students understood fractions as parts of one whole (e.g. Q7/M1) (see

an example of students’ work below).

Q7/M1

| &
%?iﬁﬂw%méﬁﬁ-? r

e Students in general were able to master the relationship between a fraction and the

whole (e.g. Q5/M1, Q8/M3).

e Most students were capable of converting mixed numbers into improper fractions and

vice versa (e.g. Q8/M1).

e The majority of students understood the concept of equivalent fractions (e.g. Q6/M3).
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o The performance of students in comparing fractions was satisfactory (e.g. Q9/M1).

Decimals
e The majority of students were able to record numbers with decimals (e.g. Q14/M4).

e The majority of students understood the place value of decimals (e.g. Q11/M1, Q9/M3).
Some students confused the tens place with the tenths place as they wrongly chose the
option A in Q7/M4 (see an example of students’ work below).

Q7/M4

Which of the following numbers has the digit ‘4" in
its tenths place?

® A, 20345
O B. 20345
O C. 203.45
O D. 20.345

e While the majority of students were capable of converting decimals into fractions (e.g.
Q10/M1), a small number of students did not give the answer correct to two decimal

places when converting a fraction into a decimal (e.g. Q7/M3).

Percentages

e The majority of students understood the basic concept of percentages (e.g. Q20/M2).

However, some students confused fractions with percentages in Q17(b)/M3.

e The majority of students were capable of converting fractions into percentages (e.g.
Q17(a)/M3) whereas their performance declined when converting a percentage into a

fraction (see an example of students’ work below).

Q17(byM3

£ 05% fehpf EHERMY -
e | L
gi - 2_

e The majority of students were capable of converting percentages into decimals and vice

versa (e.g. Q19/M1).
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Performing basic calculations

e P.6 students were able to handle the four operations on whole numbers (e.g. Q12/M1,
Q6/M4). Some students neglected the rule of ‘doing division before addition’ and
wrongly chose the option B in Q11/M2.

e The majority of students were capable of carrying out the four arithmetic operations
involving fractions (e.g. Q13/MI1, Q14/M1, Q11/M3, Q12/M3).

e The majority of students were able to perform the four arithmetic operations involving
decimals (e.g. Q15/M1, Q10/M3) but were weaker in the division of decimals (e.g.
Q16/M1, Q10/M4).

Solving application problems

e P6 students were able to solve application problems involving whole numbers and
fractions (e.g. Q17/M1, Q17/M2, Q18/M3) (see an example of students’ work on
Q17/M1 below).

Q17/M1

YRYFROLIEAR 1 2 6y

(=75
4 \ |
“(q - 5%
— 7\5\,
%
— 2

e The majority of students were capable of solving application problems involving
decimals (e.g. Q13/M4).

e Students performed well in solving problems involving money calculations (e.g.
QI18/M1, Q16/M4) (see the examples of students’ work below).

Ql6/M4
28 YR @5 x| S XS)
$285 + (E265x5) = 22,5 HRLS
Y
:‘F"lgi{f‘wé)f E )
'IL ‘.ﬂ'. _,3 T:T I‘-l LY
2ill
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e Students were able to solve application problems on percentages (e.g. Q20/MI1,

Q21/M2) (see the examples of students’ work below).

2EoL VR EAY M -

]
&
s

e The majority of students could choose an appropriate method in estimating a
number or an amount of money (e.g. Q21/M1, Q14/M3).

P.6 Measures Dimension

Students performed well in the Measures Dimension. P.6 students mastered the basic
concepts learnt in Key Stage 1. The majority of students could answer problems related to
daily life including the dates, time, length, weight and capacity. They were able to find the
area and perimeter of 2-D shapes. However, some students did not know the relationship
between the capacity and the volume, or understand the relationship between the
circumference and the diameter of a circle. Further comments on their performance are

provided below with examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

Measurement of time, length, weight and capacity

¢ The majority of students could write the correct day of a week and date according to a

given calendar or context (e.g. Q23/M2).

¢ The majority of students were capable of reading a clock (e.g. Q22(a)/M1) and reported
time using the ‘24-hour time’ (e.g. Q22(b)/M1). They were able to measure the duration
of time in ‘minutes’ (e.g. Q22(c)/M1).

e Most students were capable of recording the length of objects with an appropriate unit
(e.g. Q22(a)/M2, Q20(a)/M4).

o The majority of students were able to record the weight of objects with an appropriate
unit (e.g. Q22(b)/M2, Q20(b)/M4).

317



m MATHEMATICS

e Most students could record the capacity of containers with an appropriate unit (e.g.
Q20(c) /M4).

e The majority of students could measure and compare the capacity of containers using
‘litre’ (L) or ‘millilitre’ (mL) (e.g. Q23/M1).

Finding perimeters

The majority of students could compare the perimeters of 2-D shapes (e.g. Q21/M4).
e Most students could calculate the perimeter of a rectangle (e.g. Q24(a)/M2).

e Many students did not recognize the relationship between the circumference and the
diameter of a circle (e.g. Q25/M1).

e The majority of students could apply the circumference formula in solving problems
(e.g. Q24(b)/M2, Q18(b)/M4).

Finding areas

e Generally, students could estimate the area of an irregular 2-D shape using effective
strategies (e.g. Q26/M2).

e The majority of students were capable of finding the areas of triangles and
parallelograms (e.g. Q24/M1).

e Some students confused the side with the height of a parallelogram and calculated

the area incorrectly (see an example of students’ work on Q28/M2 below).

Q28/M2

LRA-—EFEHFOER -
EH@HL 240 cm’
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Finding volumes

The majority of students were able to find the volume of 3-D solids with a correct unit
(e.g. Q23/M3).

The majority of students were able to calculate the volume of a cube (e.g. Q26/M1).

Many students did not understand the relationship between the capacity and the volume
(e.g. Q24/M3).

The majority of students were capable of finding the volume of an irregular solid by

displacement of water (e.g. Q25/M3).

Speed

Most students were able to choose the correct units of speed (e.g. Q27/M1).

The majority of students were able to find the time using the speed formula (e.g.

Q18(a)/M4) (see an example of students’ work below).

Q18(a)/M4

(a) Paul cycles once round the bicycle trail in

1 I“ scconds,

P.6 Shape & Space Dimension

Students performed well in the Shape & Space Dimension. They could identify 2-D and

3-D shapes. They were capable of recognizing the characteristics of 2-D shapes as well as

the eight compass points. Further comments on their performance are provided below with

examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

3-D and 2-D Shapes

The majority of students were capable of identifying 3-D shapes. They could
distinguish between pyramids and prisms as well as recognizing the number of edges

(e.g. Q28/M3).
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e Some students confused 2-D shapes with 3-D shapes and wrongly chose the option A in
Q29/M1 (see an example of students’ work below).

$z<

LEMOTHEME -8

Q29/M1

. EEW -
- kT
- B
- E:

O O 0 @
g 0w >

Most students recognized the characteristics of circles including the diameter (e.g.
Q28(a)/M1).

Some students mixed up isosceles triangles with equilateral triangles (e.g. Q28(b)/M1).

Most students were able to identify rhombuses and trapeziums but a few confused

parallelograms with trapeziums (e.g. Q26/M3).

Most students recognized the characteristics of rectangles including the number of right

angles (see an example of students’ work on Q29/M2 below).

Q29/M2

rEMFRBBR @ * WH B EAD -
CHEHER)
EH 4 muf-

e Most students were able to classify 2-D shapes(e.g. Q27/M3).

The eight compass points

e The majority of students recognized the eight compass points (e.g. Q31(a)&(b)/M1).
When the north direction was not pointing upward on the map, students could also

locate the position of the reference point and identify the correct directions (e.g.
Q31(a)/M2).
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¢ A small number of students wrote the wrong Chinese characters for the ‘south’ or ‘west’

directions (see the examples of students’ work below).

Q31(b)/Ml

Q31(b)/M2

!
FREB GBS AR ARy BT F ool N FRE S ) F AR R

P.6 Data Handling Dimension

Students performed well in the Data Handling Dimension. The majority of students were

capable of reading and drawing pictograms and bar charts. They correctly extracted the

data given in statistical graphs in order to answer the questions. They were able to calculate
the average of a group of data and solve problems of averages. Further comments on their

performance are provided below with examples from different sub-papers quoted in

brackets.

Reading and interpreting pictograms and bar charts

e Most students were able to read the data from pictograms (e.g. Q34/M2) including

those with greater frequency counts (see an example of students’ work on Q34/M4

below).

Q34/M4

RES LEMOMEEAR

&1 © #& 1000 A

2m—|©@ ©
E-® @ ©
ZW=1©@ ©@ ©
Zwm|©@ ©© ©
Inil@ @ @ ©
I~ 0 0000
i @@ O 00O

(a) 28 _ ohMEAHED

# _ op A -

) LEmemsmasr 21 00 -

e The majority of students were capable of extracting the data from bar charts, including

those with greater frequency counts (e.g. Q35/M1, Q36/M3) except a small number of

students who were not able to answer simple questions using the data.
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Constructing pictograms and bar charts

e Most students were able to construct pictograms correctly and add suitable titles (see an

example of students’ work on Q34/M1 below).

Q34/M1

PERENHIAE

(4% )

#m S K104

a i a | el
LS SJ Sid POl

¢ The majority of students were able to construct bar charts with correct heights of bars
and added suitable types of pets (see an example of students’ work on Q35/M2 below).

Q35/M2

LM R BRADEE meadns

(##)

FREFa

(=3

20 40 60 80 100
F#

Concept of averages and its applications

e The majority of students were able to calculate the average of a group of data (e.g.
Q36/M2).

e Moreover, they were able to find the average value using the data provided in the
problem (e.g. Q36/M1).
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P.6 Algebra Dimension

The performance of students was satisfactory in the Algebra Dimension. They were able to
use symbols to represent numbers, solve equations up to two steps and use equations to
solve simple application problems. More detailed comments on their performance are

provided below with examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

Using symbols to represent numbers

e The majority of students were able to use symbols to represent numbers in accordance
with the context (e.g. Q32/M2). However, some of them confused the subtrahend with

the minuend or misunderstood the meaning of the question (e.g. Q30/M1).

Solving simple equations

e The majority of students understood the concept of equations (e.g. Q31/M4) but some
of them confused the arithmetic expressions with the equations (e.g. Q31/M3).

e The performance of students was good in solving equations of up to two steps (e.g.
Q32/M1, Q32/M4). However, their performance declined slightly when fractions were
involved in the equation (e.g. Q32/M3).

e Generally, students were able to solve application problems by the method of solving an
equation corresponding to the context of a question (e.g. Q33/M1). However, some
students missed the brackets in the equation or did not show any working steps (see an

example of students’ work on Q33/M2 below).

Q33/M2

B3 HRA
A+10 %6 =40

A=23%0

General Comments on Primary 6 Student Performances

The overall performance of P.6 students was good. The majority of students did well in the
Measures, Shape & Space and Data Handling Dimensions. They performed satisfactorily

in the Number and Algebra Dimensions.

In general, students mastered the basic concepts and computational skills stipulated in the
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document Basic Competency at the end of KS2 for the Mathematics Curriculum (Trial
Version). For instance, they understood the concepts of fractions, decimals and percentages,
and performed the arithmetic operations correctly. However, some students were weak in
basic concepts such as confusing the common factors and commons multiples of two
numbers, the tenths and hundredths places of a decimal. They need to deepen
understanding of the relationship between the capacity and the volume, the relationship
between the circumference and the diameter of a circle as well as the techniques of solving

equations.

Some students were weak in the presentation of solutions to problems involving fractions

or percentages though they could find the correct answer (see the examples of students’

work below).
Q17/M1 Q21/M2
PYTSTLYCLECER ¢ ) ¥(J ~ 25 F R 60X

. _) 5

(-9 3 _ﬁﬁb

= q-“))’ﬁ - ﬁxmﬂ

(T £ :45% 5‘1
irld

-7 Fh, 3518 % pel 45/

Some students could not estimate the area of an irregular 2-D shape using effective tactics

(see the examples of students’ work below).

Q26/M2
1l cm
=®
1 cm
v
/
\
BEHSHBRAE -[ ’ em? o The area of the shaded part is about ) 20 ) em’,
(R EBAFE) (Give the answer as a whole number)
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When the north direction was not pointing upward on the map, a small number of students

misjudged the direction or could not give the correct direction (see an example of students’

work below).
Q31(b)/M2
—4+N
Kite Flying Zone
Starting from Lawn, Eva goes . o
(direction)
reach Pavilion. Then she turns \:'5 to
(direction)
reach Fishpond.

Students in general could extract information from statistical graphs but some of them

misunderstood the meaning of the question (see an example of students’ work below).

Q35(b)/M1

MRTHEAGE A MBRT

(6 ) e o

TRH was FrEFTY)
L E
a BB HRTAKBOR T R?

ER: AR EhHFTAKMY |

P
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The majority of students were able to draw pictograms and bar charts except a few of them

wrote incorrect or incomplete titles for the statistical graphs (see an example of students’
work below).

Q35/M2

Some students could write down a correct equation with a suitable description for the
unknown. However, they made mistakes in the steps of solving the equation (see the
examples of students’ work below).

Q33/M2
% B RN l%’%ﬁi}fi
AT _yq m"’*ﬂ
“_é_; i cl+ 4= ot
el
lo= ibz—
A:’;?O XC. :%-EF - .LH:,
A= 190 FHPx 4o

Some students missed the brackets in writing down an equation or neglected the

information provided by the question (see the examples of students’ work below).

Q33/M1
SOLBERERLS ¢ S RAERE X T
o =L \;{l -39 ¥ = ”-'?1': 30
f‘llb‘})-:;a-:—: v —b+lb = 30Hb
3 * -

LERETRG b OB BARRE 46
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Good Performance of Primary 6 Students in
Territory-wide System Assessment 2017

Students with good performance demonstrated mastery of the basic concepts and
calculations taught in Key Stages 1 and 2 including the common multiples and common
factors of two numbers, the least common multiple and the highest common factor. They
were capable of solving problems involving fractions including the use of brackets (see the

examples of students’ work below).

QI8/M3
Sl oEL 0 P
BEr AV 2B | k(3
ngﬁg-%fg—) H_gx{fz_ﬁué*]
= /g (7+7) 3 -

R EAE £ NS 18 54

A

These students were also capable of solving application problems involving percentages

(see the examples of students’ work below).

Q21/M2

(1-25%)% bo% Fohop SBRBD:

557 s IX()-25%0) %60 e
ez, 00 19 ) X0

“45% - *
R P o W VA N e, =X ur%ni
BH o2 ITAEE BFEIHS % .

= s

~]

Students with good performance were able to calculate the perimeter and the area of 2-D
shapes, the volume of solids and the capacity of containers. They were able to identify 3-D
shapes and recognize the characteristics of 2-D shapes as well as the eight compass points.

They were able to use symbols to represent numbers as well as tackle application
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problems by solving an equation and showing the correct steps (see the examples of

students’ work below).

Q33/M1 Q33/M2

Let $i be the omowrt of B”fﬂ's on'hi'm.! amowt  of iclfef

o ( CPHO)+6 =40
X6t =3 . -
‘o= 307 (p+10)+6 %6 = 40K
X =90tk : Pt 10 - 40
1= 106
pHo -lo = 240-14

Biujk ofl_Jl_Hnl amout of rntk:t mohey WS
$106.

- 230

P
L3R 30.

Overview of Student Performances in Mathematics at
Primary 6 Territory-wide System Assessment 2013-2017

The percentages of students achieving Basic Competency in 2013, 2015 and 2017 are

provided below.

Table 8.5 Percentages of P.6 Students Achieving Mathematics
Basic Competency in 2013-2017"

Year % of Students Achieving Mathematics Basic Competency
2013 84.2
2015 84.0
2017 84.0

~ The 2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA were suspended. As participation in the 2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA was on a
voluntary basis, not all P.6 students were involved and hence no territory-wide data is provided in this
report.

A comparison of the strengths and weaknesses of P.6 students in TSA 2013, 2015 and 2017
provides useful information for teachers to help students improve the effectiveness of their
learning. The percentage of students achieving mathematics basic competency in 2017 is
similar to that of 2013 and 2015. The following tables provide a comparison of the student

performances for these years in each of the five dimensions.



MATHEMATICS

'so3ejuootad 10 suonoely SuIA[oAUl
swaqold uornjeorjdde SuLtomsue

ur JudwoA0IdwI J0J W00 Sem I ],
‘suonerodo paxrur FurAjoAur swo[qoid
ul , uonIppe 210Joq UOISIAIP JuIop,

Jo o[n1 oy pyo9[3ou SpuIpMIS AWOS
*030 ‘sIoquunu om] Jo sapdpnu
UOWLIOD PUB SI0JOBJ UOWIOD

o ‘syewaroap ur 9oe[d syjudy pue ooed

‘suonoel} SUIAJOAUL S)XIUOD

ur A[reroadse ‘swojqoxd uoneordde
3urA[OS UI JEOM QIOM SJUIPMIS
"UOISIAIp pue uonesidnnu
Surajoaur suonerodo paxiw
dje[ndiuew J0U P[NOD SJUIPNIS AUOG
‘SuojoRIJ JO SUOIIR[NO[Ed

ur oA01dwl 0) PAPIAU SIUIPMIS
‘sopdnnuw

"SIXQJU09
IeT[IiueJuN IO SUOT)ORI) SUIAJOAUL
swoqod uoneoridde Surajos

ur AJNOLJIp pey SIuIpnIs Swos
‘suonerddo paxiw no Surkired
usyM , UOIOBIQNS/UONIPPE 310Joq
uorsiarp/uonedrdnnu Surturojiad,,
JO oni oy J0310§ SIUIPN}S SWOS
‘sIoquinu oM} Jo N

pue sa[dnnw uowrtwod Ay} Jurpuly

‘uonEwsa SUQ) ) POSNIU0D A[ISB SIUSPNIS 1M SJO}OR] PASNJUOD SJUIPMNYS dWOS ur juowdAolduir papasu syuspms SISSAUNBIAA
Jo spoyiow oy} ‘suorjeue[dxa pue sdajs
ure[dxa 0) pasn aq Jo uoneyuasaxd 1es[d £q swajqoid
pnoys sojdurexa uoneordde 9A[0s P[Nod syupMIS
oJ11 A[rep QIO "UOTJBWIT)SO
swojqoid ‘uorewnss Jo spoyiowr Aerdordde JO spoyje 9[qeIns 9S00y
uoneorjdde 3u1sooyo Jo o[qeded o1om s)upMIS PINod sjuapmys jo Ayuofewr oy,
Surajos ur "swojqod uoneorjdde "$31a3[0RIq [[ewWS SUIPN[OUL S[BWIOP
Sunpom 119y) JO uiajos ut £[1e3[0 sdxs Furyiom pue puE SUOnoLIy ‘s19quNu [oym
uoneiuasaid oy suonn[os Ity pajussaid syuopmg uo suorje1ddo dnowyILIE ) N0 "UOTJBWII}SO UT UOISSaIdxa
dnoxdurr 0} pasu . .wowﬁsogom pue SurA1res Jo sjqedeo a1om sjudpMIS [eonewayew 9jeridordde oy
SJUSPNIS SWOS S[EWId9p "uonosel) "sioquunu s[oym -ordnnw uourod Sursooyo Jo s[qeded a1om sjuspmyg
‘sageiuaoiad SurajoAur suonjerado onowyLIe Moy 1SB9[ SY) pue I0}0BJ UOUIWOD ‘suonoeyy axeduwiod pue s[oym
pue suonoely oy wograd 03 S[qe d10M SJUSPNIS 1s9y31y 9y} poo)sIapun SJUIPNIS ouo jo syred se uonoel; e jo 3doouod
SurAjoAur "soFeIu0010d pue S[ewIOdp ‘SuonorI) ‘sIoquinu oY} pue)SIopuUN P[NOJ SIUSPMIS
uoTRINOEd ‘sojdnnuw pue s1039BJ {SRWIOIP oM} JO S9[dnnur uoWwod pue SI03OL] ‘sagejuaorad
JO S[[I[S OIseq o) pue sIoquinu 3[oym ur suSip jo UOWIWIO) “‘S[EWIOIP pUE SIdqUINU pUE S[BWIOAP ‘SUONORIJ ‘SIoquuinu
ur juowoAoIdwr sonyea 9oe[d ayj Surpnjour s3dosuod oroym ur sanjeA ooeyd a3 Surpnpour Jroym uo suonerddo onjowyiLe
103 WOOI ST 01O | JISB( I9)SBW 0] I 2I9M SJUIPNIS s1doou0o o1seq oy padseis syuapmg Surwoprad jo orqedes arom syuapmyg SyI3udnS
JquinN
SYIewy L10T S10T €107 "
ABIX

LTI0T-€10T JUSWISSISSY Eo“—m%m Qﬁmguboﬁhho,ﬁ 0°d JE SONBUWIY)EJA] Ul SAUBULIOLIDJ JUIPN)S JO MIIAIRA() 9°89dqe ],

329



MATHEMATICS

‘awnjoA 9y} pue Ajoedes jo

$1d20u09 9} POSNJUO0D SIUIPIYS JWOS
‘sodeys

-z Te[n3aun jo eare oy) Surpuy

‘Kj1oeded o) pue SWNJOA J) UIOMIq
diysuonerar oy Surpuejsiopun

ul Jeom AJOAIJE[OI QIOM SHUIPNIS
‘sadeys

-z Te[n3ou jo vare oy Surpuyy

‘sadeys
-7 Jo eare pue 1ojouwiad oy) Suipuly

UI JUSWOAOIdUWI I0J WOOI SBM JIOY L Ul JUSWOAOIdWI J0J WO0I SeMm 1YL UI JUSWOA0IdUWI J0J WOOI SBM OIOY [ SOSSOUNEBIA

‘paads jo e[nurioy ‘paads ‘poads

oy A1dde 03 9[qe d19M SjUSpPMIS Jo enuog oy} Ajdde prnoos syuopmg Jo swojqoxd uoneordde Surajos

"SpI[OS JO WIN[OA "Sp1jos uo 31q o[ & pasoidur syuspmg

o Surpuy jo 9[qedes a1om SIUIPMIS Jo ownjoa oy pue sadeys (-7 Jo eale ‘sproqnod pue saqnod Jo

‘sojdurexa ‘sadeys -z Jo eate pue 1o1owad pue 1ojowtidd oy} purj p[nod sjuepms QWIN[OA Y} JJB[NOED P[NOD SIUIPNIS

Teonoexd o} pul 0} Q. SIIM SJUIPMIS ‘sIouTeIuO0d Jo Ajroeded oy ‘sIoureIuod Jo A1oeded oy

[IIM J[OIID B JO "s1oureIuod Jo Ajoedes oy se [[om se aredwos pue aInseaws p[nod syuIPNIS oredwos pue aInseaw pinod sJuOpmS

I0)0WEIP 9y} puL sadeys (- Jo 193owLiad ayp aredwod ‘syun ‘(039 (Ky1oeded pue JySrom QourIsIp

20URIOIWINDIIO pUE 2INSBIUW 0} J[q. 2IdM SJUOPMIS postaoxdur yam s303[qo Jo Jysrom ‘P3uQ] FuIpI093I JOJ JUSWIAINSEIW

oY) ULaMIq ‘Ayoedes o) aredwos 03 9[qe 2IoM SJUOPNIS Jo syun oyenadordde ayy Sursooyo

diysuonepax pue JyS1om ‘YP3uo] Furpiodal ‘Ayroedes pue JySrom ‘ooue)sIp ‘Io[nI & YIm Yy3u9 Suumseowr ‘3+9)

oy} 9)BXSUOWIAP 10} JuswaInseaws Jo syun eridordde ‘Y3Suo] SUIPI0IAI J0J JUSWAINSBIW JO [ 98e1g A9 uI jured| sarouajodwod
D SIOYOBI] Sursooyo jo s[qeded a10m SIUSPMS syun ojeridoxdde oy asoyd syuapmIg J1SB(q O} I9)SEW P[NOD SHUSPMIG syIsudang
SAANSBIJA!

SYIewY L10Z ST07 €107
Ied X

330



MATHEMATICS

"SUONOAIIP UIAIF

woJy Jurod 90UaI9Ja1 Ay} Surpury
ur AJNOLJIp pey SIudpnIs Swos
‘sadeys -z SuiAjissero jo ojqedes

‘premdn Sunurod

j0u sem dews e UO UOIIOIIP ,1I0U,
JU} USYM UOTIOIIP JO ASUIS O}

Ul JUSWAAOIAWI JOJ WOOI Sem dIY ],
-urod 9oua19jo1

© 0) 9ANER[2I uonoaIIp ay} Jurgpnl

‘dew o1y uo premdn

Sunurod jou sem uonIAIP Yiou,
ot} uoym uonyeordwr o) pjos[3ou
SJUOPMYS JO JOqUINU [[BUWS
‘urod aoudIo)aI

® 0] QAIJR[2I UONIIIP JO31I0D

o) puly JOU P[NOJ SHUIPNJS JAWOS
‘suo3A[od

Se SIS PoAIND im sadeys

-7 POYISSL[o-SIW SJUIPNIS dWOS
‘spruretAd

10U SIOM S)UDPNIS JO JOqUINU [[BWS Y ur A)NOLJIp pey S)udpnIs dwog yim swstd pasnjuod sJuapnIs Swos SOSSOUNEBIA
‘SUOHEJUSLIO “premdn Sunurod jou sem dew e uo "sjurod ssedwiod 1Yo
JuSIRIp ut UON0RIIP  yiIou, 3y} udym paAoidur oY) o[puey O} J[qE QIOM SIUIPNIS
umoys sadeys 4-¢ syuapms Jo souruLiojiad oy, ‘saur] tepnorpuadiod
‘s100(qo ‘sjurod ssedwoo 3y310 oy pue sour [oqered  Juikjruopr
d-¢ rerjiure) e | Jurziu3ooas Jo opqedes orom sjudpmIS ‘syurod ssedwod jy31e oYy ur Jem  pawopad  sjuopms
: se yons sodeys ‘sadeys Surzrugooa1 Jo o1qeded a1om syuIpMIS sadeys
- pue sadeys (-7 JUQIQJIP JO SONISLIAJOBIRYD "S9[3ueLI JO SONSLIgOBIRYD (-7 JUSISJJIP JO SONSLIDJORIBYD Y}
-€ JO SOo1sLIdORIRYD o} 9Z1u30991 0} . 1M SJUIPNIS ordurs a3 Surziugooax Burzrugooa1 Jo o[qeded a1om syuapms
a1 moys 03 sajdwrexs ‘sadeys ur 9[qeIs Sem douewIofIad  Sjuopms "S90BJ PUR SOFPI ‘SIINIIA
JUQIOHIP 9)eNSUOWOP d-¢€ pue sadeys -z Surdjnuapt ‘sadeys -¢ pue sadeys -z Jo szoqunu oy} Surpnpour sadeys (q-¢
ueod SIOUOL], | Ul J[geIS Sem douewIojrad  syuopmg SuIAJ1IuspI Je POOT 2IOM SHUIPNIS SurAmuoapr jo a1qedes a1om syuopmg sy)suang
edgy adeys

Sy IRy

L10T

S10¢

£€10¢

B:E)

331



MATHEMATICS

-suonenbo 'sdoys Aue umop LM "¢d se ¢xd Sunum ‘suonenba
£q me_@o 1d JOU PIP JO SONB)SIUW SSI[QILD Jpewl ‘Qoue)sul J10J ‘JOQUIAS U} Jojje Aq swapqoid uoneoridde Surajos ur
uoneordde sjuopmys dwos ‘suonenbd JurA[os uf JUDIOLIFA00 Ay} paoed sJudpMIS MoJ W JuoWA0IdWI J0J WOOI PRy SJuopms SISSIUNBIAA
3urajos “UOISN]OU0d pue uonenbs 1991100
ut uopejuasald 3} UMOP 9ILIM PUB PIsh [OQUIAS ‘suonenba ojdus Sursn
ot} 0} uonuspe 1) ULAP PINO9 SIULPMs ‘suonenbo £q swojqoxd uonesidde Surajos
aow Aed £q swiajqoad uoneorjdde Surajos uf u1 pasoxdwr sourwiorad sjuspms
0} 9A®Y SIUSPMIS ‘sdojs om) 01 dn suonenbo ‘sdo)s om) 0 dn suonenbo ‘sdars om) 01 dn
‘suonjenbo 3uiajos Surajos Jo a[qedeo o1om SIUIPIIS Surajos jo ojqedes o10m SJUSPMIS suonenba 9A[0S 0} 9[qe 9IOM S)UOPMS
Jo sonbruyo9) ayp ‘suonenba Jo 3doouos ayj poojsiopun ‘suonenba Jo 1doouos o) poolsiopun ‘suonenbo jo 1doouoo atp
ur JuswoAoxduwr pue s1oqunu Judsa1dar 0} SJOqUIAS pue sioquinu Judsardar 0 SOqUIAS poolsIapun pue sidquinu judsardar
J1OJ WOOI SI 1Y, Sursn jo o[qedes a1om sjuopmg Suisn jo ojqedes a1om syuopnig 0} SJOQUIAS 9sn 0} 9[qE AIoM SHUIPNS syI3udng
RIQIS[Y
Sy Iewy L10T S10T £10T
JeIX
‘werdoyond € 01 sixe Aouonbaiy, ©
"SHEYD Teq Sunonnsuoo Poppe ATUayBISIW JO SHeYD Jeq M
U2y JYSIaY 1091100Ul JO STeq swer30301d pasnjuoo syuIpN)s AWOS
MIIP SHUSPNS JO JOqUINU [[BUWS Y ‘sydesd
‘sydeis [eonsne;s 03 sopn [eonsness 03 sopn djerrdorddeur ‘wrerdojord oy 03  Sixe Aouonbaiy,
oreudoxddeur pappe sjuopnis dWos POppE SIUSPMIS JO IOqUINU [[BWS Y © pOppe AJLIESSI00UUN SJUIPNIS SWOS SOSSOUNBIA
‘soFe1oAe SurajoAur swajqoid
‘sageroAe Jo swo[qod oydurs Surafos A[1ep 9A[OS 0] 9[qE 9IoM SIUIPNIS
pue ejep jo dnois e Jo o3eioae ‘sage1oAe Jo swojqold ojdwis Surajos “s)reto Jeq Jo sweidojord
“WOOISSB[O oy Surpury jo ojqeded o1om syudpMIS pue ejep jo dnois e Jo o3eroae Surmelp jo o[qedes a1om sjuopmys
JY) uI syeyd Ieq ‘S)Ieyd Jeq pue swerdojord oy) Surpury jo ojqedes a1om Ssyuopm§ "sQoudIoyuI oyew 03 sydeid
pue swreidojord Surmesp ur [[om pauniogiod sjuapms "SuIeYD Jeq pue sweidojord [eJ1)S1JBIS USAIS WO} UOT)BULIOJUL
Jo sojdwrexo ‘suonsanb pajelar SuLomsue pue Surmerp ur [[om pauuoprod sjuapmg JUBAQ[QI JoRIX3 PINOJ A3y, “SHBYD
AJrep a1owr moys sydei3 1eonsne)s ur pajussaid eyep ‘sydei3 [eonsness ur pojuosaid ejep Ieq 1o sweidojord ur pajussaid eyep
ued SIOYJLI], Surpear jo o[qedes a1om syuopmyg Surpear jo o[qedes azom sjuopmg Surpear yo o[qeded a1om SjuIpMIS syIsudang
SurppueH ejeq
S .retmy L10T S10¢ €107
I8IX

332



MATHEMATICS

Results of Secondary 3 Mathematics in Territory-wide
System Assessment 2017

The percentage of Secondary 3 students achieving Mathematics Basic Competency in
2017 is 79.9%.

Secondary 3 Assessment Design

The design of assessment tasks for S.3 was based on the documents Mathematics
Curriculum: Basic Competency for Key Stage 3 (Tryout Version) and Syllabuses for
Secondary Schools — Mathematics (Secondary 1 — 5), 1999. The tasks covered the
three dimensions of the mathematics curriculum, namely Number and Algebra,
Measures, Shape and Space, and Data Handling. They focused on the Foundation
Part of the S1 — 3 syllabuses in testing the relevant concepts, knowledge, skills and

applications.

The Assessment consisted of various item types including multiple-choice questions, fill
in the blanks, answers-only questions and questions involving working steps. The item
types varied according to the contexts of the questions. Some test items consisted of
sub-items. Besides finding the correct answers, students were also tested in their ability
to present solutions to problems. This included writing out the necessary statements,

mathematical expressions and explanations.

The Assessment consisted of 148 test items (204 score points), covering all of the 129
Basic Competency Descriptors. These items were organized into four sub-papers, each
65 minutes in duration and covering all three dimensions. Some items appeared in
more than one sub-paper to act as inter-paper links and to enable the equating of test
scores. Each student was required to attempt one sub-paper only. The number of items
on the various sub-papers is summarized in Table 8.7. These numbers include several

overlapping items.
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Table 8.7 Number of

Items and Score Points for S.3

Subject

No. of Items (Score Points)

Paper 1

Paper 2 | Paper3 | Paper4 | Total*

Mathematics
Written Paper

Number and Algebra 23 (32)
Measures, Shape and Space 18 (24)

Data Handling 6(9)

Total 47 (65)

23(32) | 2127) | 21(26) | 65(85)

19026) | 21(29) | 20(29) | 65(88)
5(7) 5(9) 6(10) | 1831

47 (65) | 47(65) | 47(65) | 148 (204)

* Jtems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.

The item types of the sub-papers were as follows:

Table 8.8 Item

Types of the Sub-papers

) Percentage of
Section Score Points Item Types
e Multiple-choice questions: choose the best
A ~ 30% .
answer from among four options
B ~30% . Ca'llcula'te numerical values
e Give brief answers
e Solve application problems showing working
steps
C ~40% e Draw diagrams or graphs
e Open-ended questions requiring reasons or
explanations
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Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Territory-wide System Assessment 2017

Secondary 3 Number and Algebra Dimension

S.3 students performed satisfactorily in this dimension. The majority of students
demonstrated recognition of the basic concepts of directed numbers, rational and
irrational numbers, rate and ratio, formulating problems with algebraic language and
linear inequalities in one unknown. Performance was only fair in items related to
numerical estimation, using percentages and manipulations of polynomials. Comments
on students’ performances are provided with examples cited where appropriate
(question number x / sub-paper y quoted as Qx/My). More examples may also be found

in the section General Comments.

Number and Number Systems

e Directed Numbers and the Number Line: Students performed well. They were able to
use directed numbers to represent the floors of a shopping mall. They could also
demonstrate recognition of the ordering of integers on the number line and the basic

operations of directed numbers.

e Numerical Estimation: The majority of students were able to determine whether the
value mentioned in a simple context was obtained by estimation or by computation
of the exact value. They could judge the reasonability of the weight of copper from
the expressions and results obtained. Nevertheless, some students were not able to
estimate the number of seats in the theatre and judge whether the theatre has enough

seats for 800 people according to the information given in the question.

Q45/M4

Exemplar Item (Estimate the number of seats in the theatre and judge whether the

theatre has enough seats for 800 people)

A theatre has 22 rows of seats, and each row has 41 seats. Estimate the number
of seats in this theatre and judge whether the theatre has enough seats for 800 people.

Based on the description above, give an approximation for each of the UNDERLINED
VALUES respectively. Use these 2 approximations for estimation and briefly explain

your estimation method.
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Example of Student Work (Without giving approximations for the underlined values)

A2 QN0 > 800

s () S K B 800 ARMRAEL - CEEEELEE)

Example of Student Work (Using wrong method to find the approximations)
nDIgE A0 HIC4 BB Y0
20140800 A ¢ B {h

o BRI @ S Rfe B 800 ARBREMAEL - CEHEHEE)

Example of Student Work (Good performance)

CRRA2fM = 0f e

BEAYNBER ~ 40 MEM@
XA R = O0Xx40 4
2 B0 B e

L ouwhle c() S Fie B 800 ARMEMEL - (CHHERER)

e Approximation and Errors: The majority of students were able to convert numbers in

scientific notation to integers and round a number to 3 significant figures. Many

students were capable of representing a large number in scientific notation.

e Rational and Irrational Numbers: The performance of students was good. They were
able to represent a fraction on a number line. They could also demonstrate recognition

of the integral part of Ja.
Comparing Quantities

e Using Percentages: Students were able to find the profit obtained by selling goods

and solve problems regarding depreciations. Nevertheless, they were quite weak in

finding simple interest and compound interest.
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Q40/M2

Exemplar Item (Find the profit)
The cost of a jacketis $420. It is sold at a profit of 35% , find the profit.

Example of Student Work (Mixed up profit per cent and loss per cent, profit and

selling price)

o lol=35%0)
= 2737

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, - e T e —————

Q41/M3

Exemplar Item (Find the new value after the depreciation)
The value of a notebook computer was $8 400 two years ago and its depreciation

rate is 25% per year. What is the value of the notebook computer this year?

Example of Student Work (Correct solution)

ﬁx@g___\mluz___fé@___ﬂe__)gdebmk___-_(om;)ufef___i%__geac_a ___________
B x(1-260) SR

Q40/M1

Exemplar Item (Find the simple interest)

Joseph deposits $4 650 in a bank at a simple interest rate of 3% p.a. Find the

amount he will receive after 2 years.
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Example of Student Work (Considered the simple interest only, but not the amount)

Rate and Ratio: Students in general were able to use rate and ratio to solve simple

problems. However, some students mixed up rate and ratio.

Observing Patterns and Expressing Generality

e Formulating Problems with Algebraic Language: The performance of students was

quite good. They were able to distinguish the difference between 2x and x*; substitute
values into formulas and find the value of a variable and formulate equations from
contexts. They were also capable of writing down the next few terms in Fibonacci
sequence from several consecutive terms that were given. Many students could find

the terms of the sequence from a given n"™ term.

Manipulations of Simple Polynomials: Students were weak in recognizing the
terminologies of polynomials. Many students were not able to distinguish

polynomials from algebraic expressions. Nevertheless, they did quite well in dealing

with the additions, subtractions and expansions of simple polynomials.

Q25/M2

Exemplar Item (Terminologies of polynomials)

Find the coefficient of y in the polynomial 5y*—8y+4.

Example of Student Work (Without considering the sign of the coefficient)

yotbE 3
Example of Student Work (Confused the coefficient with the degree)
y ehthEx 2 -
Q25/M4

Exemplar Item (Manipulations of polynomials)

Simplify (8x+3)+2x.
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Example of Student Work (Good performance)

10x +3

e Laws of Integral Indices: Many students performed quite well in using laws of
integral indices to simplify algebraic expressions. However, some students

misunderstood the laws and simplified the expressions with careless mistakes.

Q41/M2

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly taken (a”)" =a™ )

_______ = LY, o
- 3 _ 3
_______ '_':_.CA-__-__-___________-__-_-__.____________-__-_-_-:'._a_________________-_-_

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly taken a” -a" =a™")

ot -l ) (o f: o)

e A gy g gy

..... e b (000 00
- — . hj —_—

________ @ a = (el
Q' ot

- A (=)

3

_______ = =ted»r
- [

________________________________________________ et 7 AR

e Factorization of Simple Polynomials: Students were able to demonstrate recognition
of factorization as a reverse process of expansion. They performed quite well in
factorizing simple polynomials by using grouping terms, perfect square expressions

and the difference of two squares. There was room for improvement in using the

cross method to factorize expressions.
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Q27/M1

Exemplar Item (Factorize the expression by using the cross method)

Factorize 2x*—x—1.

Example of Student Work (The constant was neglected)

K (VX-1)

Example of Student Work (The coefficients and constant were only half of the

original expression)

O -D(AtS)

Q27/M3

Exemplar Item ( Factorize the expression by using the difference of two squares)

Factorize 1—y~.

Example of Student Work (Without considering the signs of the coefficient and

constant)

L\i-’\j (\{*\)

Example of Student Work (Mistakenly took y(1—y)=1-y?2)

y(1-y)

Algebraic Relations and Functions

e Linear Equations in One Unknown: The majority of students were able to formulate
equations from simple contexts and demonstrate understanding of the meaning of

roots of equations. They were also capable of solving simple equations.

e Linear Equations in Two Unknowns: Students in general could plot graphs of linear
equations in 2 unknowns according to the values in the table and formulate
simultaneous equations from simple contexts. They were aware that the root obtained
by the graphical method may not be exact. Their performance was quite good in

solving linear simultaneous equations by algebraic methods.
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Q44/M4

Example of Student Work (Though the 3 points were plotted correctly on the

rectangular coordinate plane, a straight line was not drawn to represent the graph of

the equation)

3x+2y-6=0
x ¥y
-2 6
b 1.8
4 _3 [ N
B A T
: 8]
T3 i' W i bl ?— _12___._{ 4 |
| ? f i 5| i ‘) | |
| T B
_,3 i L L
B | 5|

Example of Student Work (Did not extend at two ends)

SRR AR U ELE

3x+2y-6=0
X y
-2 6
0 4 [
4 | -3

| ‘| | | ™ |
i B 9 I E
1 . 1 H

Q46/M3

Example of Student Work (Did not use a ruler to draw the graph)

3x+2y-6=0

x -2 0

y 6 J @
-
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Q47/M2
Example of Student Work (Solving simultaneous equations — only x was solved)

L=ty W) 0 S
T —
_______ LR ST
_____ J(U\’\KolL)
_______ YtlxtWV=19._ .
x4 =WV

Example of Student Work (Solving simultaneous equations — although the student

knew how to use the method of substitution, mistakes occurred in the computation )

w4 (1) =19
x2946) | oS e

ABOAAO T - T
Lzl ) S K P38 =l

Example of Student Work (Correct solution)

Bo®krANO Yz .
St o ) I | et
— i L e ill""
sy R e s S
__________________ it T

HAsw

e Identities: More than half of the students were able to distinguish identities from

equations. Their performance was fair in using perfect square expressions to expand

simple algebraic expressions.
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Q29/M1

Exemplar Item (Expand algebraic expressions by using perfect square expressions)

Expand (a+ 8).

Example of Student Work (Mistakenly took (a+c¢)* =a*+c¢?)

o’ ta W st

Example of Student Work (Not able to demonstrate the recognition of expansion)

[et)(@+2)

e Formulas: The majority of students were able to find the value of a specified variable
in the formula. However, there was room for improvement in manipulation of

algebraic fractions and performing change of subject in simple formulas.

Q29/M3

Exemplar Item (Change of subject)

Make T the subject of the formula W =5 +€ .

Example of Student Work (Mistakenly thought that change of subject was just a
direct exchange of 7 and W)

1-5%7
— L
Example of Student Work (A bracket was omitted)

T=2w-§

e Linear Inequalities in One Unknown: The performance of students was good. They
were able to demonstrate good recognition of the properties of inequalities. They
used inequality signs to compare numbers, formulate inequalities from contexts and

represent inequalities on the number line.
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Secondary 3 Measures, Shape and Space Dimension

S.3 students performed quite well in this dimension. They were able to perform simple
calculations regarding areas and volumes, solve problems about transformation and
symmetry, congruence and similarity, angles related with lines and rectilinear figures
and quadrilaterals. However, more improvement could be shown in items related to
coordinate geometry and deductive geometry. Comments on students’ performances are
provided with examples cited where appropriate (question number x /sub-paper y quoted as

Qx/My). More items may also be found in the section General Comments.
Measures in 2-D and 3-D Figures

e Estimation in Measurement: The majority of students were able to find the range of
measures from a measurement of a given degree of accuracy, choose an appropriate
unit and the degree of accuracy for real-life measurements and estimate measures
with justification. Most of the students were able to select the appropriate ways to

reduce errors in measurements.

Q44/M3

Exemplar Item (Estimate the height of a building)

The figure shows a building and a lamppost. The height of the lamppost is 4 m .
Estimate the height of the building and explain your estimation method.

Example of Student Work (Evidence of using estimation strategies, but the
explanation contained errors)
M ER By B B R Am i R R R aR

e ) - o TS ap - 2 - s = ¢ I
F How B2 Wb T B w P T BH
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Example of Student Work (Estimated with reasonable justification)

R BN A A B oA eRmEAR
ak?é 'y NE Ak loié Y
= 10 my o

o KBAESS 2om T

e Simple Idea of Areas and Volumes: The performance of students was quite good.
They were able to find the circumferences and areas of circles, surface areas and

volumes of solids.

e More about Areas and Volumes: Many students were capable of calculating arc
lengths, areas of sectors, volumes of spheres and the total surface areas of pyramids.
Almost half of the students were able to use relationships between the sides and
volumes of similar figures to solve problems and distinguish among formulas for

areas of plane figures by considering dimensions.

Q42/M3

Exemplar Item (Find the arc length)

In the figure, the radius of sector OAB is 10 cm and ZAOB = 72° . If the arc
length of the sectoris x,find x. Express the answer in terms of 7.

A

10 cm

0<] X

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly calculated the area of the sector)

R0l XA 360 N2
______ XE 00R 7 012
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Q42/M1

Exemplar Item (Find the area of a sector)

In the figure, the radius of sector OAB is 6 cm and ZAOB =150°. Find the
area of the sector. Give the answer correct to the nearest 0.1 cm”.

<o 6 cm
0

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly calculated the arc length of the sector)

Learning Geometry through an Intuitive Approach

e Introduction to Geometry: The majority of students were able to identify cuboids,
acute angles and 3-D solids from given nets. They could sketch the diagram of a
pyramid with square base and the cross-section of a simple solid. However, they

were weak in determining whether a polygon is equilateral.

Q32/M4

Exemplar Item (Sketch the cross-section of a solid)

A right cylinder is placed horizontally as shown. It is cut vertically along the line
AB . Inthe ANSWER BOOKLET, sketch the cross-section obtained.

4

~
~
N
~
~
~
N

B

|/
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Example of Student Work (Mistakenly thought that the cross-section is a

parallelogram) A
D |

Example of Student Work (Not able to demonstrate the recognition of cross-section)

ﬁ\

Transformation and Symmetry: Students did well in this area. They were able to
determine the number of axes of symmetry and the order of rotational symmetry
from a figure. They could also identify the image of a figure after a single

transformation.

Congruence and Similarity: The majority of students were able to apply the
properties of congruent and similar triangles to find sides and angles. They could
identify the reasons for congruent triangles and those for similar triangles.
Nonetheless, their performance was only fair in recognition of the conditions for

congruent and similar triangles.

Angles related with Lines and Rectilinear Figures: Students were able to demonstrate
recognition of interior angles of polygons and corresponding angles. They were still
strong in solving geometric questions involving numerical calculations. They were
also capable of applying the formula for the sums of the interior angles of convex

polygons to solve problems.

More about 3-D figures: Students were able to identify axes of rotational symmetries
of cubes, the nets of right prisms and match 3-D objects with various views. Students
fared better when naming the projection of an edge on a horizontal plane than
naming the angle between a line and a horizontal plane. Moreover, they were quite

weak in recognizing the planes of reflectional symmetries of cubes.
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Q34/M4

Exemplar Item (Name the angle between a line and a plane)

The figure shows a triangular prism. ABCD and CFED are rectangles. ABCD
is a horizontal plane and CFED is a vertical plane. Name the angle between AF
and the plane ABCD .

Example of Student Work (Not able to identify the correct angle)

(1) Z FAR
) LOCR
3) L FAD

(4) LFRD

Learning Geometry through a Deductive Approach

e Simple Introduction to Deductive Geometry: More than half of the students were
able to write the correct steps of a geometric proof, but many of them could not provide
sufficient reasons or complete the proof correctly. Besides this, quite a number of

students were able to identify angle bisectors of a triangle.

Q46/M1

Exemplar Item (Geometric proof)
In the figure, ABC and ECF are straight lines. ZABD =55° and
ZACF =125°. Provethat BD// FE .

A

D SAB

125°
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Example of Student Work (Incorrect logical reasoning in the proof — mistakenly used

BD // FE and obtained the value of ZECB , hence showed BD // FE )

WrapnsieRtE sk 0 5 $IA125°
< > C F

Example of Student Work (Good performance)

LMD (R 4
LICEA/LNE =% (RAR LB, A s
_____ AN =&

e Pythagoras’ Theorem: Students were able to use Pythagoras’ Theorem and the

converse of Pythagoras’ Theorem to solve simple problems.

e Quadrilaterals: Students performed well. They were able to use the properties of

parallelograms in numerical calculations.
Learning Geometry through an Analytic Approach

e Introduction to Coordinates: Students were able to grasp the basic concepts of the
rectangular coordinate system, they were fair in problems regarding polar
coordinates. They performed better in translation than in reflection. The performance

of students was fair only in calculating areas of simple figures.
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(&=

Q42/M4

Find the area of the
polygon ABCDEF in the figure.

- w ENY [= =]
L L L L I L I I

Exemplar Item (Calculating areas of simple figures)

F(8,7)

2 a0 1 2 3 4 s 6 7 s *

Example of Student Work (Wrong unit)
Drow the._diagram as_Shown.. »
ﬁf{ﬂﬁ%ﬂ&@ﬁvzgf)} j A2, b6 ey

= 2JCm 6 o
Ty L S ] )
Prea ot GFED=0xd 15 DO

- 3 o N E(8, 4)
"""""""""""""""""""""""" 2.
Area of ABCDEF 2901D ] sey 5

> X

—rr >
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

__________________________________________________ y

ot AELGD, v 601, .
Pead AGCE (3D)(F2) : i
___________________________ e 2 TR D1, 4
Bve § GDFE = (DU o

_____ 3 ]wed .2

Aveo of ABLOEE = 2575 T T
_______________________________ 228 Lsgnits),

e Coordinate Geometry of Straight Lines: Many students were able to use the formula
of finding slopes, distance formula and the mid-point formula. Their performance

was only fair in applying the conditions for parallel lines and perpendicular lines.
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Trigonometry

e Trigonometric Ratios and Using Trigonometry: Students were able to grasp the basic
concepts of trigonometric ratios. They were fair in recognition of the angle of
elevation. They did quite well in solving simple 2-D problems involving one

right-angled triangle.

Q37/M2

Exemplar Item (Finding the side)

Find the value of x in the figure. (Correct to 3 significant figures)

14

30°

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly taken x = 14tan30°)

= 8- 083

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly taken x = 14sin30°)

-]

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly taken x = 14 + cos30°)

x= b.2 cm
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Secondary 3 Data Handling Dimension

The performances of S.3 students were quite good in this dimension. They were able to use
simple methods to collect data, organize the same set of data by different grouping
methods, interpret statistical charts, choose appropriate diagrams/graphs to present a set
of data, calculate probabilities and find mean and median from a set of ungrouped data.
However, performance was weak when students were asked to construct histograms,
distinguish discrete and continuous data and identify sources of deception in cases of
misuse of averages. Comments on students’ performance are provided below with
examples cited where appropriate (question number x / sub-paper y quoted as Qx/My).

More examples may also be found in the section General Comments.
Organization and Representation of Data

e Introduction to Various Stages of Statistics: Students were able to demonstrate
recognition of various stages of statistics, use simple methods to collect data and
organize the same set of data by using different grouping methods. However, many

students could not distinguish between discrete and continuous data.

e Construction and Interpretation of Simple Diagrams and Graphs: Many students
were not able to construct histograms correctly and compare the presentations of the
same set of data by using statistical charts. Nonetheless, students in general were able
to read relevant information from diagrams and choose appropriate diagrams/graphs

to present a set of data.

Q47/M4
Example of Student Work (Construct histograms — Confused histograms with
frequency polygons)
0@EFHER
8 b bl b SRS RSTR I
7 o e
6 : \ Febbeini]
ST T T e T T
% 4
#
3
2
1

o Ay _ i [
V 195 245 295 345 395 445 495 545 595

%% (mL)
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Example of Student Work (Construct histograms — Confused histograms with bar

charts)

Capacities of 20 bottles

SR fm e

Frequency
w

e At A
o I HE A s || B

I
v 195' 245 295 345 395 445 495 545 595

Capacity (mL)

Analysis and Interpretation of data

e Measures of Central Tendency: The majority of students were able to find the mean
and median from a set of ungrouped data. In the case of grouped data, more than half
of the students could find the mean if a table was given with guidance. However,
more than half of the students were not able to identify sources of deception in cases

of misuse of averages.

Q45/M1

Exemplar Item (Identify sources of deception)

Tom is a basketball player. Inthe past 5 competitions, he got the following
scores:

6, 10, 8, 12, 42

It is given that the mean score of Tom in the 5 competitionsis 15.6.

Hence Tom said, ‘My score was higher than 15 in more than half of these 5
competitions.’

Do you agree with Tom’s saying? Explain your answer.
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Example of Student Work (Stating 42 was an extreme value only, without further

explain why the student didn’t agree with Tom’s saying)

Reason:

[/ ,,.m\__k.le-_-.m(j.....@ﬁ%«,fw’_l_ Althe il o

}"‘) L, ;m,((arc——lféwézm,(ea g &fm

., 49 Tho v T wean, pot accuste. To cbleaine 15 ...
M(care.'wfbﬂgwﬂmt&”w\Mtﬂvm“(ﬂC

1 * agree / (swg_rc with Tom’s saying. (*Circle the correct answer)

Example of Student Work (Good performance)

& *RE  AED LgewEe (CEALEIHEEZE

Probability

e Simple Idea of Probability: The performance of students was quite good in

calculating the empirical probability and the theoretical probability.
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General Comments on Secondary 3 Student
Performances

The overall performance of S.3 students was satisfactory. They did quite well in the
Measures, Shape and Space Dimension and in the Data Handling Dimension.

Performance was steady in the Number and Algebra Dimension.
The areas in which students demonstrated adequate skills are listed below:
Directed Numbers and the Number Line

e Use positive numbers, negative numbers and zero to describe situations like profit

and loss, floor levels relative to the ground level (e.g. Q21/M1).

e Demonstrate recognition of the ordering of integers on the number line

(e.g. Q21/M3).
e Add, subtract, multiply and divide directed numbers (e.g. Q21/M4).
Approximation and Errors
e Convert numbers in scientific notation to integers or decimals (e.g. Q2/M3).
Rational and Irrational Numbers

e Demonstrate, without using calculators, recognition of the integral part of \/5 ,

where a is a positive integer not greater than 200 (e.g. Q1/M4).

e Represent real numbers on the number line (e.g. Q23/M3).
Rate and Ratio

e Find the other quantity from a given ratio a : b and the value of either a or b (e.g.

Q23/M1).

e Use rate and ratio to solve simple real-life problems (e.g. Q41/M1).
Formulating Problems with Algebraic Language

¢ Distinguish the difference between 2x and 2 + x; (-2)" and —2"; x* and 2x, etc.

(e.g. Q3/M3).
Laws of Integral Indices

e Find the value of a", where a and n are integers (e.g. Q5/M1).
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Linear Equations in One Unknown
e Formulate linear equations in one unknown from simple contexts (e.g. Q6/M3).
Formulas

e Substitute values of formulas (in which all exponents are positive integers) and find
the value of a specified variable (e.g. Q29/M2).

Linear Inequalities in One Unknown
e Use inequality signs = ,> , < and < to compare numbers (e.g. Q30/M4).

e Formulate linear inequalities in one unknown from simple contexts (e.g. Q8/M3).

e Represent inequalities, such as x < -2, x > 3, etc., on the number line and vice versa

(e.g. Q9/M1).
Estimation in Measurement

¢ Find the range of measures from a measurement of a given degree of accuracy

(e.g. Q9/M3).
e Estimate measures with justification (e.g. Q44/M3).

e Reduce errors in measurements (e.g. Q10/M3).

Simple Idea of Areas and Volumes

e Use the formulas for volumes of prisms and cylinders (e.g. Q41/M4).
Introduction to Geometry

e Use common notations to represent points, line segments, angles and polygons
(e.g. Q12/M1).

e Identify types of angles with respect to their sizes (e.g. Q12/M2).

e Make 3-D solids from given nets (e.g. Q12/M4).
Transformation and Symmetry

e Determine the number of axes of symmetry from a figure and draw the axes of

symmetry (e.g. Q11/M1).

e Name the single transformation involved in comparing the object and its image
(e.g. Q13/M3).
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e Identify the image of a figure after a single transformation (e.g. Q13/M4).
Congruence and Similarity

e Demonstrate recognition of the properties of congruent and similar triangles
(e.g. Q33/M2).

Angles related with Lines and Rectilinear Figures

e Demonstrate recognition of the terminologies on angles with respect to their

positions relative to lines and polygons (e.g. Q15/M3).

e Use the angle properties associated with intersecting lines/parallel lines to solve

simple geometric problems (e.g. Q33/M1).

e Use the properties of angles of triangles to solve simple geometric problems

(e.g. Q32/M3).

e Use the relations between sides and angles associated with isosceles/equilateral

triangles to solve simple geometric problems (e.g. Q42/M2).

More about 3-D Figures

e Identify the nets of cubes, regular tetrahedra and right prisms with equilateral

triangles as bases (e.g. Q16/M3).

e Match 3-D objects built up of cubes from 2-D representations from various views

(e.g. Q16/M2).
Quadrilaterals

e Use the properties of parallelograms, squares, rectangles, rhombuses, kites and

trapeziums in numerical calculations (e.g. Q35/M3).

Introduction to Coordinates

e Use an ordered pair to describe the position of a point in the rectangular coordinate

plane and locate a point of given rectangular coordinates (e.g. Q36/M1).
Trigonometric Ratios and Using Trigonometry

e Find the sine, cosine and tangent ratios for angles between 0° to 90° and vice versa

(e.g. Q36/M4).
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Introduction to Various Stages of Statistics

e Use simple methods to collect data (e.g. Q19/M2).

e Organize the same set of data by different grouping methods (e.g. Q38/M?2).
Construction and Interpretation of Simple Diagrams and Graphs

¢ Interpret simple statistical charts (e.g. Q38/M1).

e Choose appropriate diagrams/graphs to present a set of data (e.g. Q19/M1).
Measures of Central Tendency

¢ Find the mean, median and mode from a set of ungrouped data (e.g. Q38/M3).
¢ Find the modal class from a set of grouped data (e.g. Q39/M4).

Simple Idea of Probability

e (alculate the empirical probability (e.g. Q39/M1).

Other than items in which students performed well, the Assessment data also provided
some entry points to strengthen teaching and learning. Items worthy of attention are

discussed below:
Rate and Ratio

a
e Represent a ratio in the form a : b (or ;), a:b:c(e.g. Q3/Ml): Quite a number of

students chose the correct answer, option C. However, more than 10% of students
still chose options B. They might mistakenly have thought that the number of pigs
was 16.

Q3/M1

On a farm, there are 24 cows and some pigs. The number of pigs is greater than
that of cows by 16 . Find the ratio of the number of cows to the number of pigs.

3:

OOw»
w W W
WL —

Manipulations of Simple Polynomials

e Distinguish polynomials from algebraic expressions (e.g. Q4/M3): Only some
students chose the correct answer, option D. Nearly 40% of students chose option A.

They were not able to recognize this expression in fact is a polynomial.
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Q4/M3

Which of the following is NOT a polynomial?

A, W +w+3

B. w+3w
C. wz+E
3
3
D. w+=
w

e Demonstrate recognition of terminologies (e.g. Q4/M2): Only some of the students
chose the correct answer, option A. However, option D was chosen by about 30% of

students. They might have confused the degree with the constant of the polynomial.

Q4/M2

Find the degree of the polynomial 5x’ —17x* +9x+6 .

A 3
B. 4
C. 5
D. 6

Linear Equations in One Unknown

e Solve simple equations (e.g. Q5/M2): The item showed the working steps from 1%
line to 5™ line for solving the given equation. Almost half of the students were able
to determine a mistake was first made on 4™ line. However, about 30% of students
thought it was first made on 3™ line. The result revealed that those students could not

grasp the steps in solving equations or they had problems with basic arithmetic.

Q5/M2

Martin solved the equation 8 —3(1+x)=7—-2x as follows:

1% line 8—-3-3x=7-2x
2™ line 5-3x=7-2x
3" Jine —x=7
4™ line x=7-5
5" line x=2

Determine on which line Martin first made a mistake.

A. 1%line
B. 2"line
C. 3"line
D. 4™line
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Linear Equations in Two Unknowns

e Plot graphs of linear equations in 2 unknowns (e.g. Q44/M1 and Q44/M2): Two
different items about plotting graphs of linear equations in 2 unknowns were set in
the assessment in different sub-papers. Two equations are the same. The only
difference among them is the design of the given table: the values of x and y were
placed in two rows in one table and they were placed in two columns in the another

one.

Q44/M1

Complete the table for the equation 3x+2y—6=0 in the ANSWER BOOKLET.

According to the table, draw the graph of this equation on the rectangular coordinate

plane given in the ANSWER BOOKLET.

Q44/M2

Complete the table for the equation 3x+2y—-6=0 in the ANSWER BOOKLET.

X -2 0 4

y 6

According to the table, draw the graph of this equation on the rectangular coordinate

plane given in the ANSWER BOOKLET.

e The result showed that the percentages of students answering the two items correctly
were almost the same. Hence, the effect of the format of the table on students’

performances still needs further exploration.

Identities

e Tell whether an equality is an equation or an identity (e.g. Q8/M2): More than half of
the students chose the correct answer, option C. Each of the remaining options was

chosen by more than 10% of students. For those who chose options A or B they
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mistakenly thought that a(x—b)=ax—b and

MATHEMATICS

x—b b ) .
=Xx—| — | are identities. For
a a

students who chose option D, they were not able to determine the difference between

identities and equations.

Q8/M2

Which of the following is an identity?

A, 2x-6)=2x-6

x—6:x_3

o

C.
D.

More about Areas and Volumes

e Use the relationships between sides and surface areas/volumes of similar figures to

solve related problems (e.g. Q11/M4): Almost half of the students chose the correct

answer, option D. However, about 30% of students chose options A. Those students

mistakenly took the ratio of the volumes of two similar solids as the ratio of their

corresponding heights. Moreover, almost 10% of students chose C. They mistakenly

took the ratio of the volumes of two similar solids as the ratio of the squares of their

corresponding heights.

Their heights are 1 cm

and 2 cm respectively. The volume of Solid A is 6 cm’. Find the volume of

2cm

Ql11/M4
In the figure, Solid A and Solid B are similar solids.
Solid B.
Il cm

Solid A
A. 12cm’
B. 18cm’
C. 24cm’
D. 48cm’

Solid B
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Transformation and Symmetry

e Demonstrate recognition of the effect on the size and shape of a figure under a single

transformation (e.g. Q14/M2): Almost half of the students chose the correct answer,

option A. However, option D was chosen by about 40% of students. As in previous

years, many students thought that the shape of a figure will be changed after

reflection.

Q

14/M2

Will the size and shape of the above figure be changed after reflection?

Size Shape
A unchanged unchanged
B. changed changed
C. changed unchanged
D unchanged changed

Introduction to Coordinates

e Match a point under a single transformation with its image in the rectangular

coordinate plane (e.g. Q17/M3): More than half of the students chose the correct
answer A, though there were about 20% of students who still chose option C. They

confused reflecting a point about the x-axis with the y-axis.

Q

17/M3

A
B.
C.
D

In the figure, S(3, 2) is reflected about the x-axis to S'. Find the coordinates of
S'.

(3,-2) 4
(-2,3) .
(-3,2) A $(3,2)
(_3’_2) 1
N RS
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Construction and Interpretation of Simple Diagrams and Graphs

e Compare the presentations of the same set of data by using statistical charts (e.g.
Q19/M3): Almost half of the students chose the correct answer, option B. However,
option A was chosen by about 30% of students. They did not realise that the graph is
incomplete. About 10% of students chose option C. They mistakenly thought that the
values marked on the horizontal axes of frequency polygons are upper class

boundaries.

Q19/M3

The histogram below shows the time spent (h) watching television by 20 students

last week:

Time spent watching television by
20 students last week

Frequency

0 | | | |
10 20 30 40
Time (h)
If the above data are presented by a frequency polygon, which of the following

diagrams could be obtained?

A Time spent watching television by B. Time spent watching television by
20 students Iast week 20 students last week
8+ g 1
O B
g 6 g 6 T
44 a4
= =
2+ s L
0 1 I I I I 0 I } I I ¥
10 20 30 40 50 10 20 30 40 50
Time (h) Time (h)
C. Time spent watching television by D. Time spent watching television by
20 students last week 20 students last week
8+ 20
64 ¢ 15
z =
- <
g4 S 10+
. :
2 T 5
0 —* i i i I k 0 —* I I | I |
5 15 25 35 45 55 5 15 25 35 45 55
Time (h) Time (h)
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Good Performance of Secondary 3 Students in
Territory-wide System Assessment 2017

Students with good performing demonstrated mastery of the concepts and skills
assessed by the sub-papers. They were more able in numeracy skills and
problem-solving skills, so they could solve various types of problems relating to
directed numbers, percentages, numerical estimation, rate and ratio. Students had a
thorough conceptual understanding of algebra and could observe patterns and
express generality. They were able to deal with the basic operations, factorization
and expansion of simple polynomials, and familiar with laws of indices and
inequalities. They were capable of solving equations by using algebraic and

graphical methods. They could also plot graphs of linear equations in 2 unknowns.

Students with good performing were also capable of calculating the areas of simple
plane figures and the surface areas and volumes of some solids. They were able to
demonstrate good recognition of the concepts of transformation and symmetry,
congruence and similarity, coordinate geometry, quadrilaterals, trigonometry, and
Pythagoras’ Theorem. In doing geometric proofs, they were able to write the correct

steps and provide sufficient reasons to complete the proofs.

Students with good performing had a good knowledge of the various stages of
statistics. They were able to construct and interpret simple statistical charts, used
statistical charts appropriately and read information from graphs. They were able to
find the mean, median and mode/modal class, as well as identify sources of
deception from a set of data. They could also grasp the basic concepts of

probability.
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The examples of work by these students are illustrated as follows:

Students were able to construct simple statistical charts by using the given data.

Q47/M4

Example of Student Work (Construct simple statistical charts)

20 BAEFHEE

g

Students were able to solve the problem correctly with complete and clear presentation.

Q43/M1

Example of Student Work (Find the total surface area of the pyramid)

o fsbpni itk = 4 t TxIxExe

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

= A N7 s

________ %ﬁ@ﬁﬁaﬁ&%@@ﬁ&ﬂm‘

365



366

MATHEMATICS

Students were able to make good use of the given conditions and solve the problem

systematically.

Q44/M3

Example of Student Work (Estimate the height of the building)

us‘%_:ﬂm_ﬂamppast_m..gsmfr} ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
fra In0igit of o builihing. Con gpprosimitely it 5 lamppests
e the hoght of the building &2 5 % haidit of lompposts. ...

Q46/M4

Example of Student Work (Geometric proof)

._._ﬁ__-A..ABQ-..@..-A..DEQ--.T..J ______________________ D

_______ LEDC = L BAC (ko) C
AP 2 ADEC CAAS) w

Some common weaknesses of high-achieving students were that:

e Some students were not familiar with the concepts of some terminologies such as

coefficients and degree.

e Some students were not able to distinguish discrete and continuous data.

e Some students were not able to recognize that the shape of a figure will not be

changed after reflection.
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Overview of Student Performances in Mathematics at
Secondary 3 Territory-wide System Assessment
2015-2017

The percentage of students achieving Basic Competency in the Territory-wide System

Assessment this year was 79.9% which was about the same as last year.
The percentages of students achieving Basic Competency from 2015 to 2017 are listed
below:

Table 8.9 Percentages of S.3 Students Achieving Mathematics Basic
Competency from 2015 to 2017

Year % of Students Achieving Mathematics Basic Competency
2015 79.9
2016 80.0
2017 799

The performances of S.3 students over the past three years in each dimension of

Mathematics are summarized in the following table:
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MATHEMATICS

Comparison of Student Performances in Mathematics in
Primary 3, Primary 6 and Secondary 3 in 2017

The percentages of P.3,P.6 and S.3 students achieving Basic Competency from 2004 to 2017 are

as follows:

Table 8.11 Percentages of Students Achieving Mathematics Basic Competency

Year| % of Students Achieving Mathematics BC

Level\ | 2004|2005 | 2006|2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 [2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017

P3 |849|868(869(869|869| # |87.0|87.0|873|87.5|87.4|87.6(89.9%88.2"

P.6 - |830(838|838|84.1| # [842|84.1| A 842 A [840| A |840

S.3 -- - | 7841799 |79.8 800 |80.180.179.8|79.7{799]79.9|80.0|799

# Due to Human Swine Influenza causing the suspension of primary schools, the TSA was cancelled and no data
has been provided.

A The 2012,2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA were suspended. As participation in the 2012, 2014 and 2016 P.6 TSA was on
a voluntary basis, not all P.6 students were involved and hence no territory-wide data is provided in this report.

The 2016 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2016 Tryout Study. The BC attainment rate was
calculated using the data from some 50 participating schools.

The 2017 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2017 Research Study, which was extended to all
primary schools in the territory.

A comparison of strengths and weaknesses of P.3, P.6, and S.3 students enables teachers to
devise teaching strategies and tailor curriculum planning at different key stages to adapt to
students’ needs. The dimensions of Mathematics Curriculum at each key stage belong to

different dimensions as shown below:

Table 8.12 Dimensions of Mathematics Curriculum for Primary 3, Primary 6 and
Secondary 3

Primary 3 Primary 6 Secondary 3
Number
Number Number and Algebra
Algebra
Dimension Measures Measures Measures, Shape and
Shape and Space Shape and Space Space
Data Handling Data Handling Data Handling

The following table compares student performances in Mathematics in Primary 3, Primary 6 and

Secondary 3 in 2017:
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9. CONCLUSION

BCs are the essential skills in the three subjects of Chinese Language, English Language
and Mathematics acquired by students upon completion of the three key learning stages
(ie. P.3, P.6 and S.3), for proceeding effectively to the next learning stage. Therefore,
BCA facilitates schools’ understanding of students’ learning situations, progresses and

needs so as to help students learn more effectively.

According to the percentages of students achieving BCs at P.3, P.6 and S.3 each year and
the statistical data of the students in the same cohort (see relevant data from the charts and
tables in Chapter 4), it is observed that the BC attainment rates of students in Hong Kong
in Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics at P.3, P.6 and S.3 have been on
continuous steady upward trends. This reflects that the Territory-wide System Assessment
has provided schools with reliable and valid assessment information that allows schools to,
starting from junior primary levels, holistically review their school-based curriculum
planning, school-based assessment policy, teaching strategies, etc., and to adjust and
formulate teaching plans to enhance student learning and realise ‘assessment for learning’

in daily classroom practice.

As in previous years, seminars on students’ overall performance will be held for each
subject at each level by the HKEAA after the release of results. In addition to deliberating
the overall performance of students, analysis of various exemplars will also be used to
illustrate students’ performance in each subject by HKEAA’s subject managers and senior
officers. The seminars aim to enhance teachers’ understanding of students’ performance
with a view to enhancing learning and teaching through optimal use of assessment data, and
allow teachers to share their valuable experiences. The seminars will also introduce the
functions and features of each type of reports to enable teachers to deploy related

information in a more focused manner.

In addition to understanding students’ academic levels, the 2017 Research Study also
includes a questionnaire survey on students’ learning attitude and motivation. The survey
aims to gain a better understanding of the factors affecting student learning and to help
schools to analyse students’ learning needs from multiple perspectives with a view to
supporting students’ learning. The study is conducted by means of a questionnaire survey
for schools and parents to participate on a voluntary basis to collect students’
non-academic data. It is analysed together with the information on students’ performance
from the HKEAA. Each participating school will be given an individual questionnaire

survey analysis report on their students’ learning motivation, the relationship between
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students’ socio-economic status and their academic results, etc. Related information allows
schools to have a comprehensive and full consideration of the diversity of students’
learning at different learning stages, and the impact of factors including learning interests,
attitude, habits, etc., on students’ learning. Moreover, research results related to this
questionnaire survey can also enhance parents’ awareness concerning their children’s

learning.

The enhancement measures under the 2017 Research Study, including enhanced school
reports which provide more detailed item analysis and a questionnaire survey on
students’ learning attitude and motivation, provide information on students’ learning
from multiple perspectives, facilitating teachers’ complementary use of various tools
including other school-based assessment activities or initiatives (such as STAR) with a
view to understanding students’ learning needs in a comprehensive manner. This
enables schools to adjust school-based planning and teaching strategies, and to provide
timely and focused follow-up teaching arrangements based on students’ learning
difficulties by incorporating WLTS. These enhancement measures better set the BCA
initiative for realising ‘assessment for learning’ in a more concrete and comprehensive

manner.
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