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1. INTRODUCTION

Assessment is closely related to learning and an integral part of the curriculum. “Assessment for
learning” is not a new concept. It refers to a learning and teaching process where teachers collect
ongoing information about students’ learning, diagnose learning difficulty, and provide timely
and quality feedback to improve learning. The information collected also helps teachers plan for

follow-up action and continue to improve learning and teaching.
Basic Competency Assessments

In 2000, the Education Commission released its report entitled “Learning for Life, Learning
through Life” and proposed to implement Basic Competency Assessments (BCA) in the
subjects of Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics at various key stages of
learning. Apart from the Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA), BCA also comprises
Student Assessment (SA) and Web-based Learning and Teaching Support (WLTS).

In 2001, the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA) was commissioned
by the Education Bureau (EDB) to develop and implement SA and TSA under BCA. SA is an
online assessment item bank which is also capable of assessing the performance of participating
students and providing instant assessment reports for teachers’ reference through a computer
system. All primary and secondary schools can use it any time during the school year on a
voluntary basis. The related data helps teachers review individual students’ learning progress
with reference to the key learning points, and set the next learning objectives for the students.
SA was upgraded as the Student Assessment Repository (STAR) platform in January 2017.
Schools can log in to the platform through the HKEdCity website (http://star.hkedcity.net) for

use.

TSA is a low-stake assessment to gauge mainly Primary 3 (P.3), Primary 6 (P.6) and Secondary
3 (S.3) students’ performance in the three subjects of Chinese Language, English Language and
Mathematics. TSA data helps schools understand students’ overall academic standards in the
main key learning areas for improving learning and teaching. TSA was first implemented at P.3
in 2004, and extended to P.6 and S.3 in 2005 and 2006 respectively.

WLTS is an online platform which provides ready-made teaching activities and materials to
address students’ relevant learning difficulty in Basic Competencies (BCs) for teachers’

reference and use.

Schools can make use of the data and resources provided by BCA to adjust teaching plans and
improve teaching strategies. The Government can also provide appropriate support to schools

and students in need to enhance learning and teaching, thus realising “assessment for learning”.
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Review of Basic Competency Assessments

The Coordinating Committee on Basic Competency Assessment and Assessment Literacy (the
Committee) was set up by the EDB in October 2014, with the aim of recommending directions
for the development of BCA and enhancement of assessment literacy among schools. To
address the public’s concerns, the Committee was tasked to conduct a comprehensive review of
the P.3 TSA in October 2015. Following an evidence-based review that had taken more than two
years, with views collected from different stakeholders, including school sponsoring bodies,
school heads, teachers and parents via various channels such as questionnaires, focus groups,
seminars and meetings, it was reflected that most stakeholders affirmed the function and
importance of TSA in providing feedback to learning and teaching at both the territory-wide and
school levels. The stakeholders also commented positively on the four major enhancement
measures, which include improving assessment papers and question design; enhancing school
reports; strengthening diversified professional support measures; and including a questionnaire

survey on students’ learning attitude and motivation.

Arrangements for Primary 3 Territory-wide System
Assessment in 2018 and beyond

In March 2018, the EDB accepted the Committee’s recommendations on handling the
arrangements for P.3 TSA in 2018 and beyond at the territory-wide and school levels separately.
The new arrangements can further clarify that the Government will not use the data from TSA to
evaluate schools, and re-affirm TSA’s original purpose and positioning as “a low-stake
assessment with emphasis on feedback”. The arrangements for the P.3 TSA in 2018 and beyond

are as follows:

- At the territory-wide level: About 10 per cent of P.3 students from each public sector and
Direct Subsidy Scheme school are sampled for the P.3 TSA each year. To understand the
overall learning performance of non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students and students with
special educational needs (SEN) and provide appropriate support, a certain number of
students have to be separately sampled for the assessment from these two student groups to
meet the statistical requirements. Since only a small number of students in each school will
participate in the assessment and students’ performance will only be included in the data at

the territory-wide level, school reports will not be provided.

- At the school level: Schools which would like all their P.3 students to participate in TSA
and obtain school reports may approach the HKEAA directly for making relevant

arrangements. If these schools have five or more NCS and/or SEN students participating in
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the assessments, the HKEAA will provide separate reports on these students’ overall
performance in the three subjects of Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics
(a report on NCS students’ performance in Chinese Language has been provided since
2015). The HKEAA will issue school reports to schools directly. The EDB will not obtain

school reports of individual schools.

2018 Territory-wide System Assessment Report

This report introduces the 2018 TSA and describes the overall performance of students
participating in the assessments this year. Since 2012, the P.6 TSA has been implemented in
odd-numbered years. As schools’ participation in P.6 assessments is on a voluntary basis, the
HKEAA does not provide information on the performance of P.6 at the territory-wide level.

Therefore, the report this year covers only the overall performance of P.3 and S.3 students.

The contents of this report include: Chapter 2 outlining the assessment design and the
development of the assessment items; Chapter 3 reporting on the assessment arrangements,
introducing the process of TSA on-screen marking, etc.; Chapter 4 elaborating on how to set and
maintain standards and reporting on the proportion of students achieving BCs across years;
Chapter 5 describing in detail the different types of reports provided to schools by the HKEAA;
Chapters 6 to 8 describing in detail the performance of students of different levels in the Chinese
Language, English Language and Mathematics subjects, and providing examples which
elaborate on the performance of students achieving BCs; and Chapter 9 concluding the

experience gained this year.
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The Development Process

This chapter sets out the work process of the Territory-wide System Assessment, including
its development and review. The assessment content is drafted with reference to the
Curriculum Development Institute’s documents on BCs. The BCs are to determine if
students have reached the basic requirements (including only part of the knowledge and
skills) as set out in the curriculum by the end of a specific key stage of learning. In other
words, BCs are only part of the curriculum requirements and do not represent all the

curriculum requirements.

The process in developing and reviewing the assessments can be summarised as follows:

Formulate test blueprints ]

A\ 4

Draft items

A\ 4

Moderate items Reference for
assessment
A development
Endorse items next year

A\ 4

Administer TSA

A

Review assessment papers
(Subject Level)

Moderation Committees

A moderation committee consisting of serving teachers or school heads, a professional
staff member of a tertiary institute as well as subject officers and managers from the EDB
and the HKEAA is established for each of the three subjects for each level. An academic
from the tertiary sector or a school head is appointed as the Chief Examiner by the
Secretary General of the HKEAA. In appointing members of the moderation committees,
care is taken to ensure that they have relevant expertise in item setting, subject knowledge

and teaching experience.

The moderation committees of individual subjects draw up “test blueprints” to ensure

coverage of BCs across items as well as different contexts, text types and item types. Each
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moderation committee also makes decisions regarding the number of items and the
duration of each sub-paper. A few sub-papers are set for each subject and each student will
be required to attempt only one sub-paper in each subject. For P.3, the duration of the
assessment is 85 minutes for Chinese Language, 50 minutes for English Language and 40
minutes for Mathematics. For S.3, the durations for Chinese Language, English Language
and Mathematics are 140, 110 and 65 minutes respectively. Items are drafted by item
setters and the HKEAA’s subject staff. The moderation committees conduct regular

meetings to moderate and endorse items to ensure quality of items.

This year, the drafting of items of the subjects of Chinese Language, English Language
and Mathematics at P.3 level continued to make reference to the recommendations of the
Working Group on Papers and Question Design under the Committee. It aimed at aligning
with the spirit of the curriculum, focusing on the requirements of P.3 BCs and meeting
students’ learning needs to maintain the reliability and validity of TSA. At the end of the
review process, a final set of items was assembled into sub-papers for each subject. Some

items appeared in different sub-papers to serve as inter-paper links for equating studies.

Territory-wide System Assessment Paper Review Focus Groups

After the release of the TSA results, a Paper Review Focus Group will be set up for each
subject for each level. Each focus group consists of the Chief Examiner, serving teachers
as well as subject officers and managers from the EDB and the HKEAA. To ensure that
the paper review is conducted in an objective manner, teacher members are from different
school groups and not members of the TSA moderation committees. The responsibilities
of the focus groups are to provide views and suggestions on the current year’s assessment
items and marking schemes, which will be sent to the moderation committees as reference
for the development of the assessment papers in the following year to enhance the quality

of items and paper marking.
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Assessment Arrangements

The Territory-wide System Assessment this year consisted of written assessments of the Chinese
Language, English Language and Mathematics subjects, oral assessments of the Chinese
Language and English Language subjects and Chinese audio-visual (CAV) assessments of the
Chinese Language subjects for P.3 and S.3. The P.3 TSA was implemented following the new
arrangements introduced in 2018 (details are set out in Chapter 1) and a total of about 50,000 S.3

students from 447 secondary schools participated in the assessments.

Oral Assessment

The oral assessments of the Chinese Language and English Language subjects were conducted
over two days. P.3 students took part in one session (either AM or PM) of the oral and CAV
assessments on 2 or 3 May 2018. S.3 took part in one session (either AM or PM) on either 24 or
25 April 2018.

For the P.3 2018 TSA, P.3 students from each school were sampled by the HKEAA to take the
oral and CAV assessments. For S.3, as in previous years, 12 or 24 students were randomly
selected to take part in the oral assessments of the Chinese and English Language subjects,
depending on the number of students in each school. The list of students selected for the
assessments was not revealed until on the day of the assessment. S.3 students were assessed by
two external Oral Examiners (OEs) while P.3 students were assessed by one internal and one
external OEs. To alleviate the workload of school administrative officers and OEs, an
Assessment Administration Assistant (AAA) was sent to each school on the day of the oral
assessments to provide administrative support and ensure the smooth implementation of the

assessments.

Following the practice in previous years, training was provided to OEs by the HKEAA. Teachers
with prior experience as OEs were invited to take part in the Online Oral Training Workshop
held from February to March (S.3) and in April (P.3). Teachers without prior experience were
required to attend the OE Training Workshop for secondary and primary OEs conducted in
March and April 2018 respectively. In total, about 2,800 teachers were trained. In order to ensure
the quality of OEs, the HKEAA appointed more than 40 Assistant Examiners to assist in the

training.

The OE Training Workshops were conducted through a briefing session and activities in small
groups. Through participating in a mock assessment, teachers were able to familiarise themselves
with the marking schemes as well as techniques and details required in conducting the oral
assessments. The teachers had to pass the mock assessment and meet specific requirements

before they were appointed as OEs by the HKEAA.
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Written Assessment

Written assessments for P.3 students took place on 12 and 13 June 2018, and those for S.3
students took place on 19 and 20 June 2018. Invigilation was carried out by teachers at their own
schools. AAAs were appointed by the HKEAA to assist in the conduct of the written

assessments. The allocation of sub-papers is highlighted in Table 3.1.

Table 3.1  Allocation of Sub-Papers to Students

Chinese Language

Reading

Chinese Audio-visual

Students at P.3 were randomly allocated one of four sub-papers
and S.3 one of three sub-papers

Writing Students at P.3 were randomly allocated one of two sub-papers and
S.3 one of three sub-papers
Listening Each class was randomly allocated one of two sub-papers
Speaking Randomly selected P.3 students were allocated one of 12

sub-papers and S.3 students one of 16 sub-papers

Randomly selected P.3 students were allocated one of two

Listening

(CAV) sub-papers and each class at S.3 was allocated one paper
English Language
Reading and Writing P.3 and S.3 students were randomly allocated one of three

sub-papers
P.3 and S.3 students were randomly allocated one of three

sub-papers

Speaking | ® Randomly selected P.3 students were allocated one of 12
sub-papers and S.3 students one of 16 sub-papers

Mathematics ¢ Students were randomly allocated one of four sub-papers

In order to enable the public and schools to have a better understanding and grasp of the whole
idea of TSA, the HKEAA uploaded the question papers of the Chinese Language, English
Language and Mathematics subjects together with the suggested answers, information on item
design (e.g. each item paired with its corresponding learning objective, BC and question intent)
and the marking schemes to the HKEAA’s BCA website (www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk) soon after
completion of the P.3 assessment. Upon the release of S.3 school reports, the question papers of
all three subjects will be uploaded to the aforementioned website together with the suggested

answers and marking schemes.
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Support Measures for Students with Special Educational Needs (SEN)
and Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students

The EDB and the HKEAA have provided various support measures for SEN students and NCS
students.

For the SEN students, the measures include the following:

1. Use of coloured paper (i.e. green) and single-paged printing of question papers for the SEN

students upon request from schools; and

2. Students with visual disabilities could choose Braille scripts or use screen readers to
answer questions. For those who used screen readers, encrypted “WORD” files with the
content of the papers of Chinese Language and English Language were delivered to
schools by the HKEAA on the days of assessments.

For the NCS students, measures for their participation in the Chinese Language component of

TSA are as follows:

1. A bilingual version of “Instructions to Students” was provided in the form of a
supplementary sheet for the Reading, Writing, Listening, CAV and Oral assessments to

enable NCS students to better understand the requirements in answering questions;

2. For the Listening assessment, schools were able to use a special version of the CD (with all

the questions and answer options read aloud) for NCS students as needed; and

3. An instruction sheet with further information specifying the answering requirements for
the Chinese Language Reading assessment was distributed to the invigilators who could
read out the requirements to NCS students as needed before the assessment started. This
ensured that the NCS students understood the requirements in answering questions.

To allow schools and the public to learn more about the above measures, the relevant

information was uploaded to the Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) section of the HKEAA’s

Basic Competency Assessments website for reference.
Marking and Check-marking — Onscreen Marking System

The HKEAA is committed to enhancing the quality of marking in written examinations.
Advanced information technology is used to enhance the marking quality and efficiency as
well as the reliability and validity of the assessments. Starting from 2008, Onscreen Marking
(OSM) is adopted for the marking of TSA papers.

OSM is a computerised marking system. Barcodes are used to track a student’s identity and

his/her assessment script. Each script is scanned into a computer and the images are captured
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and retained for marking and record-keeping. The secure intranet system delivers electronic
images of students’ scripts to markers at the five assessment centres (Che Kung Temple, Lai
King, San Po Kong, Tsuen Wan and Wan Chai). The workflow of OSM is shown in Table
3.2.

Table 3.2  The Workflow of Onscreen Marking

Students complete the assessment
v
Assessment scripts collected

v

Assessment scripts scanned and images saved

v
Images of answers distributed to markers for
viewing and marking via secure intranet system

v

Marks at question level and annotations by markers
captured by the onscreen marking system

After the completion of written assessments in June 2018, the HKEAA recruited 50 Marking
Assistants, 450 Markers and 60 Assistant Examiners to assist with marking and
check-marking which took place at the assessment centres from 7 to 17 July 2018 for P.3 and
from 16 to 30 July 2018 for S.3. All the Markers and Assistant Examiners were qualified
serving teachers. Attainment of the Language Proficiency Assessment for Teachers in English
was one of the requirements for English Language Markers and Assistant Examiners.
Markers’ meetings were conducted in July to familiarise Markers with the marking schemes.
Additional training workshops were provided for training on the functionality of OSM in

order to ensure the smooth implementation of OSM.

OSM not only enhanced the marking quality but also improved the efficiency of the marking
process. Distribution of the writing scripts of Chinese Language and English Language for
double marking was rapidly achieved through OSM. Consistency in marking was ensured as
scripts with discrepancies over the allowed range between two markers’ scores were
automatically distributed to the Assistant Examiners for third marking. During the marking
period, the Assistant Examiners monitored the performance of Markers by check-marking the
scripts randomly. Subject managers and officers of the HKEAA also closely monitored the
marking process. If there was any inconsistency in marking, prompt actions were taken to

rectify the discrepancies.
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4. STANDARD SETTING AND MAINTENANCE

This chapter sets out how the BC standards were set and maintained in the TSA as well as
how students’ ability indices were estimated. It also summarises the results of the 2018
TSA.

How the Standards were Set

BCs are the essential knowledge and skills to be acquired by students (only including part
of knowledge and ability) in the three subjects of Chinese Language, English Language
and Mathematics by the end of each key stage of learning (P.3, P.6 and S.3) as set out in
the curriculum. After the first year’s administration of the TSA for each level (i.e. P.3 in
2004, P.6 in 2005 and S.3 in 2006) by the HKEAA, expert panels were formed to set the
BC standards for the three subjects of Chinese Language, English Language and

Mathematics. The BC standards set remain unchanged across the years.

Two well-known methodologies, namely the Angoff method and the Bookmark method,
were used for setting the standards. For the Angoff method, the experts were asked to
imagine a student who has grasped the BCs at the end of his/her respective key stage (P.3,
P.6 or S.3). Each expert was asked to write down their envisaged probabilities for this
student to answer each of the items correctly. The average of the totals of these
probabilities of the entire panel, excluding the outliers, would be compiled. For the
Bookmark method, each expert was required to insert a metaphorical “bookmark™ in the
pile of sample scripts to separate the performances of those deemed as meeting the
standard and those not meeting the standard. The results of this exercise, excluding those
of the lenient and inconsistent experts, were pooled and a consensus judgement made
about the final position of the “bookmark™. The results of these two methods were
considered alongside relevant international standards in determining the final cut scores.
This ensures that the standards set in Hong Kong are competitive with those of other

regions.
How the Standards are Maintained

To maintain the standards set, a research test (or anchor test) is used to link and equate
students’ performance shortly before the conduct of each year’s TSA. This research test
was taken by a specified number of students on a stratified sampling basis in the first year
(Year 1 in Table 4.1) when approaching the assessment dates of TSA. In the subsequent
year (Year 2 in Table 4.1), the same test was taken by about the same number of students
as in Year 1 close to the implementation of the TSA. Table 4.1 shows how students’

responses data are linked into a big matrix.
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Table 4.1 Linking Methods in Standard Maintenance

_Item TSA Year 1 Research Test TSA Year 2
Student |

Students in

Students’ Responses
Year 1 Sample Students’ Responses

Students in Sample Students’ Responses

Year 2

Students’ Responses

In Year 1, the difficulty indices of the research test items would be estimated together with
that of the TSA items. Similarly in Year 2, the difficulty indices of the research test items
would also be estimated together with that of the TSA items. By assuming the difficulty
indices of the research test items being comparable, the difficulty indices of the TSA items
in Year 2 could be calibrated with Year 1’s. In other words, with the common research test,
the difficulty indices of the TSA items in Year 1 and Year 2 could be calibrated on the
same scale. Hence, the performance of the students in Year 2 is comparable to that of the
students in Year 1. The benchmark set in the first year’s TSA (i.e. P.3 in 2004, P.6 in 2005
and S.3 in 2006) could then be used to determine which students in the subsequent years
can achieve the BC standard. In doing so, the benchmark of the BC standard set in the first

year remains unchanged across the years.
Estimate Students’ Ability Indices

For each of the three subjects (namely Chinese Language, English Language and
Mathematics), one single paper which covers the full BC scope would be too lengthy for a
student. Therefore, several sub-papers would be set for each subject where a student is
only required to attempt one of the sub-papers. There would be a number of overlapping
items covered among the sub-papers for equating purposes. Table 4.2 is an illustrative

example of the paper design for a subject on three sub-papers.

Table 4.2 Overlapping Items in Paper Design

Item

Sub-paper 1 2 3 4 5 6

Sub-paper 1

Sub-paper 2

Sub-paper 3 | |

After administrating the assessment, the responses from all students of the three sub-papers
are merged into a single data matrix from which the item difficulty indices as well as
students’ ability indices are estimated using psychometric methods. Since each sub-paper
includes overlapping items for equating purposes, a student’s ability index can be

estimated regardless of the difficulty of the sub-papers. In other words, the measure of a

11
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student’s ability index is independent of which sub-paper he/she attempts. Under the new
arrangements for the P.3 2018 TSA, the HKEAA continued to adopt the aforementioned
methodology for standard setting and maintenance, as well as estimating students’ ability

indices.
Results of Territory-wide System Assessment in 2018

The aforementioned procedures for standard maintenance were applied and the final
results in the percentages of P.3 and S.3 students achieving BCs in 2018 are summarised in
Table 4.3.

Table 4.3 Territory-wide Percentages of P.3 and S.3 Students Achieving BCs

Subject and Percentages of Students Achieving BCs
Level 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015 | 2016 | 2017 | 2018
Chinese P3 | 827 |847 | 852 | 849 | 854 # 859 | 864 | 86.1 | 86.6 | 86.3 | 86.4 | 858" | 86.3"| 86.77
(Lfifeﬁieg P6 | -- 758 | 76.5 | 76.7 | 76.4 # 77.0 | 77.2 A 78.1 A 77.7 A 78.3 A
Reading  [S-3%| - - 756 | 762 | 76.5 | 765 | 76.8 | 76.7 | 769 | 77.1 | 77.0 | 772 | 774 | 77.1 | 76.9
and Writing)
English P3 | 759 | 788 | 794 | 79.5 | 79.3 # 792 | 79.8 | 79.7 | 80.4 | 80.3 | 80.4 |81.1 | 81.1V| 80.8%
(L;Ztg::ieg P6 | -- 705 | 713 | 713 | 715 # 71.6 | 71.7 A 72.4 A 72.0 A 72.3 A
Reading  [S3 | - - 68.6 | 69.2 | 689 | 688 | 692 | 69.2 | 69.1 | 69.5 | 693 | 694 | 69.6 | 69.7 | 69.8
and Writing)
P3 | 849 |868 | 869 | 869 | 869 | # 87.0 | 87.0 | 87.3 | 87.5 | 87.4 | 87.6 | 89.9" | 88.2¥| 88.07
Mathematics [P.6 | -- 83.0 | 83.8 | 83.8 | 84.1 # 842 | 84.1 A 84.2 A 84.0 A 84.0 A
S3 | - - 784 | 799 | 79.8 | 80.0 | 80.1 | 80.1 | 79.8 | 79.7 | 79.9 | 79.9 | 80.0 | 79.9 | 80.0

12

N

ote: * Chinese Audio-visual component has been included in the calculation of the cut score at the S.3 level

since 2007.

Due to Human Swine Influenza causing the suspension of primary schools, the TSA was cancelled and
no data was provided.

The P.6 TSA was suspended in 2012 and 2014. Since 2015, the P.6 TSA has been implemented in
odd-numbered years. School participation has been on a voluntary basis in even-numbered years. Since
participation in this assessment was on a voluntary basis and not all P.6 students were involved, no
territory-wide data is provided in this report.

The 2016 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2016 Tryout Study. The BC attainment
rates of the Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics subjects were calculated using the
data from some 50 participating schools.

The 2017 P.3 level assessment was conducted as part of the 2017 Research Study, which was extended
to all primary schools in the territory.

Starting from 2018, the P.3 TSA is conducted on a sampling basis. The BC attainment rates are inferred
from the sample of all students participating in the assessment.

The overall attainment rates of P.3 students in the subjects of Chinese Language, English
Language and Mathematics were 86.7%, 80.8% and 88.0% respectively. For S.3, the
attainment rates in the Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics subjects
were 76.9%, 69.8% and 80.0% respectively. On the whole, the proportion of students
achieving BCs at P.3 and S.3 was highest in Mathematics, followed by Chinese Language
and English Language. Examining the performance of P.3 and S.3 students, it is possible to

discern overall trends, which are shown graphically in Figures 4.1 and 4.2.
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Figure 4.1 P.3 Territory-wide Percentages of Students Achieving BCs
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Figure 4.2 S.3 Territory-wide Percentages of Students Achieving BCs
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Table 4.4 summarises some key statistics for those 2018 TSA students who also took

TSA three years ago.

Table 4.4 Number and Percentages of Cohort Students Achieving or Not
Achieving BCs in 2015 P.6 and 2018 S.3

Subject|Chinese Language| English Language Mathematics

Achieved both P.6 BCs in 28,647 26,721 30,855
2015 and S.3 BCs in 2018 (72.4%) (67.8%) (78.0%)
Achieved P.6 BCs in 2015 3,282 2,522 3,460
but not S.3 BCs in 2018 (8.3%) (6.4%) (8.8%)
Achieved S.3 BCs in 2018 2,965 2,485 1,775
but not P.6 in 2015 (7.5%) (6.3%) (4.5%)
Number of students sitting

both P.6 TSA in 2015 and 39,542 39,419 39,539

S.3 TSAin 2018

To generate the above table, it was necessary to link the data for 2015 and 2018. After
matching the student records, over 40,000 students sat the P.6 TSA in 2015 and the S.3
TSA in 2018. Most students who achieved BCs in 2015 also achieved BCs in 2018. These

results indicate that having a solid learning foundation at the junior level is beneficial to

learning in the next key stage. It is important for teachers to obtain assessment data in

enhancing students’ learning.
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Assessment Reports

Under the new arrangements for the P.3 TSA in 2018, school reports are provided for
schools with all P.3 students participating in TSA. The arrangements for S.3 remain
unchanged and all schools receive school reports. The schools concerned can make use of
the reports to understand their students’ overall learning performance and adjust

teaching plans to improve learning and teaching.

The primary school reports provide mainly students’ overall data in the sub-papers for
the different learning dimensions (skills) in the three subjects of Chinese Language,
English Language and Mathematics. Starting from April 2014, the EDB does not
provide primary schools with the BC attainment rates of individual subjects. However,
the content of the school reports for secondary schools remains unchanged. The learning
dimensions (skills) of the Chinese Language and English Language subjects include
reading, writing, listening and speaking. The learning dimensions of the Mathematics
subject include Number, Measures, Shape & Space and Data Handling for P.3, and

include Algebra for P.6 and S.3 on top of these dimensions.

School reports, which include reports “sorted by sub-papers” and “sorted by BCs”,
provide detailed data on the performance in the sub-papers for individual learning
dimensions (skills) of individual subjects as well as data at the territory-wide level for
reference to help schools identify the overall strengths and weaknesses of students in
learning. Schools can make reference to the relevant data to adjust their school-based
curriculum, teaching strategies and activities. Moreover, there are two supplementary
reports in which data of students with different learning needs and those with SEN are
excluded. The performance of individual students is not included in all reports which

are strictly confidential and provided for schools’ reference only.

(1) Online Interactive Reports

Starting from 2014, an Interactive Online Item Analysis Report is provided by the HKEAA.
Teachers can log in to the system to browse the item data, items of individual sub-papers and
marking schemes. To enable teachers to analyse students’ performance more conveniently,
the item analysis interface also allows teachers to view each individual item paired with its
model answer using the “click-on” functions. Furthermore, students’ performance in each
BCltesting focus/learning unit over the past three years is provided by the HKEAA to enable

schools to better understand their students’ learning progress.
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ASSESSMENT REPORTS

(2) Four School Reports

To provide schools with more comprehensive information on analysis of items and
performance, four types of school reports' with different coverage were introduced to
the P.3 assessments in 2016 for schools to choose from in the light of school-based
needs. The related measure was extended to P.6 and S.3 in 2017. Following the
Committee’s recommendation, the measure on “providing school reports with different
coverage” has been implemented on a regular basis in 2018. Schools can choose one or
more types of reports to meet school-based needs in analysing their students’
performance. Schools can make use of the data from these reports, together with the
descriptions of students’ performance and examples from Chapters 6 to 8, to understand

their students’ learning situation.

(3) Report on Performance of Non-Chinese Speaking Students

From 2015, to enable schools to make better use of the assessment data as feedback for
learning and teaching, schools with five or more NCS students participating in TSA
receive an additional report providing data on NCS students’ performance in the Chinese
Language subject for reference. Under the new arrangements for the P.3 TSA in 2018 and
beyond, this arrangement is applicable to schools which have arranged all their P.3
students to participate in TSA. Related reports are extended from the Chinese Language
subject to the English Language and Mathematics subjects. Schools can make reference to

these reports and improve their teaching plans to help students learn.

(4) Report on Performance of Students with Special
Educational Needs

For schools which have arranged all their P.3 students to participate in TSA this year, the
HKEAA will also provide schools with an additional report on the performance of SEN
students in the Chinese Language, English Language and Mathematics subjects (applicable
to schools with five or more SEN students participating in the assessments), thus
facilitating schools’ provision of more adequate teaching arrangements for their SEN

students.

' The four types of reports are: (1) Existing version; (2) Simplified version - including only individual
school data and excluding overall data for reference; (3) Integrated version - a consolidated report on BC
item groups with exemplars on students’ overall performance; and (4) Information analysis report —
providing individual items and their corresponding learning focuses, BCs and testing focuses and analysis
of each option in multiple choice items.
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7. ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Results of Primary 3 English Language in Territory-wide
System Assessment 2018

The percentage of Primary 3 students achieving English Language Basic Competency in
2018 is 80.8%.

Primary 3 Assessment Design

The assessment tasks for 2018 P.3 English Language were designed with reference to the
Basic Competency (BC) Descriptors (Tryout Version) for English Language at the end of
Key Stage 1 (Primary 3) and the CDC English Language Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 —
6) 2004. The tasks covered the four language skills of listening, reading, writing and
speaking, as well as learning objectives in three interrelated strands, i.e. Interpersonal,

Knowledge and Experience.

The P.3 written assessment consisted of three sub-papers for Listening and three
sub-papers for Reading and Writing, comprising a total of 80 items and 90 score points.
Some items appeared in different written sub-papers acting as inter-paper links. The
duration of each Listening sub-paper was approximately 20 minutes, while each Reading
and Writing sub-paper was 30 minutes. The oral assessment was comprised of two
components, ‘Reading Aloud and Personal Experiences’ as well as ‘Picture Description’,
with six sub-papers in each component. The oral assessment consisted of twelve
sub-papers. The number of items on the various sub-papers is summarised in Table 7.1a.
These numbers include several overlapping items that appear in more than one sub-paper
to enable the equating of test scores. The composition of the P.3 written sub-papers is

provided in Table 7.1b and that of the Speaking sub-papers is given in Table 7.1c.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Table 7.12 Number of Items and Score Points for P.3

No. of Items (Score Points)

Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Total*
English Language
Written Paper
Listening | 19(19) 19(19) 19(19) -- 38(38)
Reading | 20(20) 20(20) 20(20) -- 40(40)
Writing 1(6) 1(6) 1(6) -- 2(12)
Total | 40(45) 40(45) 40(45) - 80(90)
Speaking
Reading Aloud 2(4) 2(4) 2(4) -- 6(4)
Personal Experiences 2(4) 24) 24) . 6(4)
(short answers)
Picture Description
(short answers and 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) -- 6(6)
pronunciation)
* Items that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
Table 7.1b Composition of P.3 Written Sub-papers
Written Assessment
Basic Competency No. of Items (Score Points)
Listeni 3EL1 3EL2 3EL3
istenin
- 19(19) 19(19) 19(19)
Readi 3ERW1 3ERW2 3ERW3
eadin
& 20(20) 20(20) 20(20)
Writi 3ERW1 3ERW2 3ERW3
ritin
8 16) 16) 1(6)
Table 7.1c Composition of P.3 Speaking Sub-papers
Speaking Assessment
Basic Competency No. of Items (Score Points)
L2-R-3-P3BC 3ESO1 & 3ES03 3ES05 & 3ES07 3ES09 & 3ES11
(Reading aloud) 2(8) 2(8) 2(8)
L1-S-3-P3BC 3ESO1 —3ES04 3ES05 — 3ES08 3ES09 - 3ES12
(Short answers) 4(16) 4(16) 4(16)
 L3-5-1-P3BC 3ES02 & 3ES04 | 3ES06 & 3ES08 | 3ES10 & 3ESI2
(Picture description — 2(4) 2(4) 2(4)
pronunciation)




ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Primary 3 Listening Items

Each student was required to attempt one of the three sub-papers (about 20 minutes), each

of which consisted of three listening tasks. All listening materials were played twice.

Descriptions of the listening assessment tasks are provided in Tables 7.2 and 7.3.

Table 7.2 P.3 Listening: Distribution of Items

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L2-L-1-P3BC Discriminating between common words with a 8

small range of vowel and consonant sounds
L2-L-3-P3BC Using a small range of strategies to understand the 30
meaning of short and simple texts on familiar
topics which are delivered slowly and clearly in
familiar accents
TOTAL 38

Table 7.3 P.3 Listening: Item Description and Question Types

Con]?;::fency Item Description Question Type (SNc(:).r:fI{f)‘;ﬁZ)
L2-L-1-P3BC Mary’s New Teacher Multiple Choice 5(5)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3EL1/3EL3 Part 14
L2-L-1-P3BC Going to the Cinema Multiple Choice 5(5)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3EL1/3EL2 Part 1B
L2-L-1-P3BC A Visit to a Zoo Multiple Choice 909)
L2-L-3-P3BC | 3EL] Part 2
L2-L-1-P3BC Mary’s Tennis Lessons Multiple Choice 5(5)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3EL2 Part 14
L2-L-1-P3BC Anna and Roy Multiple Choice 909)
L2-L-3-P3BC | 3£12/3EL3 Part 2
L2-L-1-P3BC Mary’s School Picnic Multiple Choice 5(%)
L2-L-3-P3BC 3EL3 Part IB
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Primary 3 Reading Items

Each student was required to attempt three reading tasks in one of the three Reading and
Writing sub-papers (30 minutes each). Descriptions of the reading tasks are provided in
Tables 7.4 and 7.5.

Table 7.4 P.3 Reading: Distribution of Items

Basic D . No. of Items
Competency escriptor
L2-R-5-P3BC Using a small range of reading strategies to 40
understand the meaning of short and simple texts
with the help of cues
TOTAL 40

Table 7.5 P.3 Reading: Item Description and Question Types

Basic . . No. of Items
Item Description Question Type

Competency (Score Points)

L2-R-5-P3BC | Fast Train Cafe Multiple Choice 5(5)
3ERWI /3ERWS3 Part 1

L2-R-5-P3BC | Christmas Fun Day Multiple Choice 7(7)
3ERWI Part 2

L2-R-5-P3BC | The Toy Hospital Multiple Choice 8(8)
3ERWI /3ERW?2 Part 3

L2-R-5-P3BC | Yummy Cafe Multiple Choice 5(5)
3ERW?2 Part 1

L2-R-5-P3BC | Summer Basketball Classes Multiple Choice 7(7)
3ERW?2 /3ERWS3 Part 2

L2-R-5-P3BC | Peter and the Tigers Multiple Choice 8(8)
3ERWS3 Part 3

Primary 3 Writing Tasks

Each student was required to attempt one writing task in one of the three Reading and
Writing sub-papers (30 minutes each). Descriptions of the writing tasks are provided in
Tables 7.6 and 7.7.
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Table 7.6 P.3 Writing: Distribution of Tasks

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L2-W-3-P3BC Writing and/or responding to short and simple 1

texts with relevant information and ideas
(including personal experiences and imaginative
ideas) with the help of cues

L2-W-4-P3BC Writing short and simple texts using a small 1
range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and
cohesive devices fairly appropriately with the
help of cues despite some spelling and
grammatical mistakes

TOTAL 2

Table 7.7 P.3 Writing: Task Description

Basic No. of Items
Task Description .
Competency (Score Points)
L2-W-3-P3BC | John’s Picnic 72(3)
L2-W-4-P3BC | 3ERWI/3ERW2 Part 4 72(3)
L2-W-3-P3BC The Activity I Like Best Y5(3)
L2-W-4-P3BC 3ERW3 Part 4 %(3)

Primary 3 Speaking Tasks

Two components were designed for P.3 oral assessment. The first was ‘Reading Aloud
and Expression of Personal Experiences’ (RA & PE) which required students to read
aloud a text of approximately 35 — 40 words in length and then answer a set of questions

based on the theme of the text. Students were assessed on their reading fluency and

response to the Oral Examiners’ questions. For this task, students were given two minutes

to prepare for the assessment, one minute to complete the RA text and two minutes to
complete the questions for PE. The second task was ‘Picture Description’ (PD) which
required students to answer the Oral Examiner’s questions based on a single picture or a

series of smaller pictures. Students were assessed on the relevancy and response to the

questions as well as their pronunciation. For PD, students were given three minutes to

study the question paper and two minutes to complete the Oral Examiners’ questions.

Each component represented one half of the total sub-papers used for the oral assessment.
RA & PE were comprised of sub-papers 3ES01, 3ES03, 3ES05, 3ES07, 3ES09, 3ES011
and PD were comprised of 3ES02, 3ES04, 3ES06, 3ES0S, 3ES10, 3ES12. A set of four
sub-papers (two RA & PE tasks and two PD tasks) were alternately assessed in an
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assessment session. Sub-papers consisted of different topics: My Dinner (3ES01), At the
Fast Food Shop (3ES02), A Hot Day (3ES03), At the Swimming Pool (3ES04), My Day
(3ES05), Late at Night (3ES06), Flowers (3ES07), In the Art Room (3ES08), Happy
Birthday (3ES09), John’s Birthday Party (3ES10), My Grandma (3ES11) and Shopping
(3ES12). A total of three sessions were conducted over the 1.5 days of assessment held on

2 and 3 May 2018. Descriptions of the speaking tasks are provided in Table 7.8.

Table 7.8 P.3 Speaking: Distribution of Tasks

Conll;;:zncy Descriptor Task Description 11\2}1?:
L2-R-3-P3BC | Showing a basic understanding Reading Aloud 6 (RA + PE)
of short, simple and familiar 3ES01, 3ES03,
texts by reading aloud the texts 3ES05, 3ES07,
clearly and comprehensibly 3ES09, 3ES11
L1-S-3-P3BC | Providing short answers to Expression of
short and simple questions Personal Experiences
3ES01, 3ES03,
3ES05, 3ES07,
3ES09, 3ES11
L3-S-1-P3BC | Pronouncing simple and Picture Description 6 (PD)
familiar words comprehensibly | 3ES02, 3ES04,
L1-S-3-P3BC | Providing short answers to 3ES06, 3ES03,
. ) 3ES10, 3ES12
short and simple questions

Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in 2018

Primary 3 Listening

Design of Listening Papers

There are three listening sub-papers altogether, namely 3EL1, 3EL2 and 3EL3. In the
sub-papers, there are six listening tasks:

Tasks Text Types
Mary’s New Teacher Conversation
Going to the Cinema Conversation
A Visitto a Zoo Conversation
Mary’s Tennis Lessons Conversation
Anna and Roy Story
Mary’s School Picnic Conversation
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Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Listening Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:

identify key words on familiar topics or on topics related to daily life experiences with

straightforward verbal and pictorial cues
understand the connection between ideas using cohesive devices
understand the causal relationship between ideas

understand basic differences in intonation and discriminate between common words

with a small range of vowel and consonant sounds

Task Name: Mary’s New Teacher (Conversation)

Task Content: Mary talked to her dad about her new teacher.

Identifying Key Words on Familiar Topics with Straightforward Verbal Cues

Most students were able to identify key words 1. What does Miss Chan teach?

on a familiar topic about school subjects, with

® A English
the help of cues in the spoken text. They were O B Art
able to identify ‘English’ as the subject which O C. Chinese
Miss Chan taught when they heard: O D Music

Mary: Dad, we have four new teachers this
3EL1/3 Part 1A Q.1
vear. They are the Chinese, English, Music and
Art teachers. But [ like the new English

teacher Miss Chan the most.

Understanding the Connection of Ideas with Causal Relationship

Most students were able to identify the reason S Miss Chan likes teaching because

why Miss Chan liked teaching when the ideas O A sheiskind and fumy

. @& B she loves children
were linked by ‘because’: O C. sheissnew tsacher
Dad: What do you talk about with Miss Chan? @ D she comes from Canada

Mary: About her work and hobbies. She likes 3EL1/3 Part 1A Q.5

teaching because she loves children.
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Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

e The majority of students were able to 3. How does Mary feel when Miss Chan speaks fo her?

understand that the speaker was puzzled when

they heard:

Dad: Does she speak Chinese?

Mary: No, she doesn’t. She’s from Canada.
When she speaks to me in English, [

sometimes say, “Sorry, I don’t understand.”. °c LI
3EL1/3 Part 1A Q.3

Discriminating a Small Range of Vowel Sounds

[ [5) <

e The majority of students were able to discriminate vowel sounds ‘a’, ‘i’, ‘0’ and ‘u’.
They could identify the name of Mary’s best friend as ‘Mei Tong’ from ‘Mei Tang’,
‘Mei Ting’ and ‘Mei Tung’ (3EL1/3 Part 14 Q.4).

Task Name: Going to the Cinema (Conversation)
Task Content: Mary and her mum talked about going to the cinema.

Identifying Key Words on Familiar Topics/Related to Daily Life Experiences with
Straightforward Verbal Cues

e Most students were able to identify key words e iianeion

Moonlight Cinema Forest Cinema

on familiar topics with straightforward verbal

cues. When asked where Mary could watch

the movie, students were able to choose ® 4 o B

‘Moonlight Cinema’ as the correct answer: James Cinema Funny Ginema

Mum: Don’t worry. It’s a funny movie. ! q‘—f

Mary: Where can we watch it?

Mum: We can go to the Moonlight Cinema. 3EEI?2 Part 1B Q(_Jzn-
e The majority of students were also able to 4 My b s wakch i arimat

identify key words related to daily life 0 A 200pm

experiences. When asked about the time Mary : {B ::2 ::

and her mum watched the movie, students O D 5s0pm

were able to choose ‘2:30 pm’ as the correct
answer even with distractors built in the SEL1/2 Part 1B Q4
spoken text:

Mum: We can go this afternoon. What time do

you want to watch it? 5:15?

Mary: No. What about 2:30?

Mum: Okay. It’s 2 o ’clock now. Let’s go.
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

Most students could understand the connection
of ideas linked by ‘also’. They were able to
identify that Mary was going to take a jacket
and some water to the cinema when they heard:
Mum: Take a jacket with you. It’s cold in the
cinema.

Mary: I'’ll also take some water.

Mum: Yes, but no candies or chocolate.

Mary: Okay.

Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

Most students were able to understand that
Mary was scared about the movie when they

heard Mary saying ‘Oh, I'm scared of

dinosaurs!’.

Task Name: A Visit to a Zoo (Conversation)

5. What does Mary take to the cinema?

o c ® D

3EL1/2 Part 1BQ.5

1. How does Mary feel about the movie?

3EL1/2 Part 1B Q.1

Task Content: Mary talked to Uncle John about a visit to a zoo.

Identifying Key Words on Familiar Topics with Straightforward Verbal

and Pictorial Cues

Most students were able to identify key words
on familiar topics with the help of
straightforward verbal and pictorial cues. They
could match the picture of some flowers with
the verbal cue they heard in the spoken text:
Mary: We also went to a beautiful garden.
Here is a photo of the flowers.

4. Which is Mary’s photo?

3EL1 Part2 Q.4
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Understanding the Connection between ldeas Using Cohesive Devices

Most students were able to identify the things
that Mary saw in the zoo when the ideas were

linked by ‘and also’ in the spoken text:
Uncle John: Were there any tigers or lions?

Mary: No. But we saw many birds and_also

some monkeys.

When asked about the food Mary ate in the
café, most students were able to identify that
Mary ate some sandwiches and French fries
when the ideas were linked by ‘and’ in the

spoken text:

Mary: [ wanted to eat hot dogs. But they didnt
have hot dogs, so I ate some sandwiches and

French fries. They were yummy.

2. What did Mary see at the zoo?

3EL1 Part2 Q.2

7.  What did Mary eat in the cafe?

3EL1 Part2 Q.7

Understanding the Connection of Ideas with Causal Relationship

Most students were able to identify ‘The
animals are interesting.” as the reason why
Mary wanted to go to the zoo again when they

heard ‘No. I want to go because the animals

are interesting.’.

9. Why does Mary want to go to the zoo agam?

8]
]
)
L]

She wants o eat hot dogps.
The food at the cafe 15 yummy.
The garden is beautiful

90w p

The animals are interesting

3ELI1 Part 2 Q.9
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Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

e Most students were able to identify that the 3 How did Mary feel about the animals?

speaker was excited when they heard Mary

saying ‘When one of the monkeys stood up, it

looked very big and strong!’.

O c O D

3EL1 Part2 Q.3
Discriminating a Small Range of Initial Consonants and Ending Sounds

e  Most students were able to discriminate initial consonants ‘J°, ‘K’, ‘P’ and ‘T". They
could identify that Mary went to ‘Jerry Zoo’ from ‘Kerry Zoo’, ‘Perry Zoo’ and
‘Terry Zoo’ (3ELI Part 2 Q.1).

e Many students could discriminate ending sounds ‘at’, ‘an’, ‘ap’ and ‘ar’. They could
identify that Mary went to ‘Cat Cafe’ from ‘Can Cafe’, ‘Cap Cafe’ and ‘Car Cafe’
(3ELI Part 2 Q.5).

Task Name: Mary’s Tennis Lessons (Conversation)

Task Content: Mary talked to her grandpa about her tennis lessons.

Identifying Key Words Related to Daily Life Experiences with Straightforward Verbal

Cues

e The majority of students could identify key 2 Mary’s tennis lesson is

words related to their daily life experiences. ® A onehour
They were able to identify the duration of O B. twohours
Mary’s tennis lesson even with distractors © € three hours
L O D. fourhours
built into the spoken text:
Grandpa: But you have school on these days. 3EL2 Part 1A Q.2

Mary: It’s okay. The tennis lesson is only one
hour.

Grandpa: Do you have time to do your
homework then?

Mary: Yes. I can finish my homework in two

hours.
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Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

Most students could identify key words about
public transport which were related to their
daily life experiences. They were able to
identify that Mary and her grandpa would take

a taxi to the sports centre even with distractors

built into the spoken text:

Mary: Grandpa, can you take me there?

Grandpa: Yes. We can go there by bus, tram or

MTR.

Mary: But [ want to get there very quickly.

Grandpa: Then let’s take a taxi.

Discriminating a Small Range of Initial Consonants

Most students were able to identify that the

speaker was happy when they heard Mary

saying ‘Thank you! Grandpa!’.

4. Mary and her grandpa go to the sports centre by

3EL2 Part 1A Q.4

5. How does Mary feel?

3EL2 Part 1A Q.5

The majority of students could discriminate initial consonants ‘H’, ‘K’, ‘P’ and ‘Y".

They were able to identify the venue that Mary was going to play tennis as ‘Ping Ping

Sports Centre’ from ‘Hing Hing Sports Centre’, ‘King King Sports Centre’ and ‘Ying

Ying Sports Centre’ (3EL2 Part 14 Q.3).
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Task Name: Anna and Roy (Story)
Task Content: Mary’s mum told Mary a story. It was about Anna and her dog.

Identifying Key Words on Familiar Topics/Related to Daily Life Experiences with
Straightforward Verbal and Pictorial Cues

e The majority of students could identify key 3. Where do Anna and her dog go?

words on familiar topics such as ‘places’ with

straightforward verbal cues. They were able to

identify the place where Anna went with her

dog when they heard:
Star Swimming Pool
Mum: One day they go for a walk. Anna sits
on the grass near a river.
O b
3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.3

e Many students could identify key words

9. What does the dog hold i its mouth to help Anna?

related to daily life experiences about clothing. O A Auma'sam
. . O B Ama's leg
They were able to identify that the dog held O C Amashat
Anna’s dress in its mouth to help Anna when ® D Auna’sdress
they heard ‘So it j into the ri d
ey heard ‘So it jumps into the river an 3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.9

swims to Anna. It holds Anna’s dress in its

mouth and pulls her out of the water.’

Understanding the Connection of Ideas with Causal Relationship

e The majority of students were able to 7 Annais afraid because

understand the reason why Anna was afraid she cannot swim
the wind is too strong

A
when they heard: B.
C. the dog 1s naughty
D.

Mum: She is afraid because she cannot

C O O @

. . her classmate cries
swim. She puts up her arms and cries for

help. 3EL2/3 Part2 Q.7
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Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

e The majority of students were able to identify s How docs Auna fect when her hat gets wet2

the picture of Anna being angry when they
heard:

Mum: The dog jumps into the water and plays

happily. Anna’s dress and her new hat get

wet...Anna_shouts, “You naughty dog!” Roy

runs away quickly.

3EL2/3 Part2 Q.5

Primary 3 Reading

Design of Reading Papers

There are three reading sub-papers altogether, namely 3ERW1, 3ERW2 and 3ERW3. In

the sub-papers, there are six reading tasks:

Tasks Text Types
Fast Train Cafe Menu
Christmas Fun Day Poster
The Toy Hospital Story
Yummy Cafe Menu
Summer Basketball Classes Poster
Peter and the Tigers Story

Following the recommendations of the Committee, the Moderation Committee modified
the question items of the reading papers. The number of parts was reduced from four to
three, and the number of words per task was limited to not more than 150, with the number
of words of the whole paper capped at 400. The number of items in each sub-paper was
around 20 to 24, with around 40 items in total. The text types and context were familiar to
students, and options of multiple-choice items were simple and straightforward.

Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Reading Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:
e recognise key words on familiar topics/related to daily life experiences

e understand the connection between ideas using cohesive devices
e understand the connection of ideas in a poster/menu
¢ understand the connection of ideas by following pronoun references in a story

e predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with contextual clues and pictorial cues
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Task Name: Fast Train Cafe (Menu)
Task Content: Jane read a menu in a cafe.

Part 1
Jane is reading a menu in a cafe.
Read the menu,

Seafoed pizza..

Drinks

Hot chocolate..................

Lemon tea......... $15 Chocolate,
Fruit juice. . ... ..o $16  Mange,

*'“"" A Free Balloon for Yoy

m m@ Chafdrens Menu]

Salads
Vegetable salad
Fruit salad,

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics/Related to Daily Life Experiences

Most students could recognise key words on
familiar topics such as ‘prices’. By referring
to the menu, students were able to tell the
price of a fruit salad was $25.

Most students were able to recognise key
words related to daily life experiences, e.g.
‘flavour’. When asked which ice cream Jane
could get when she paid $18, students could
choose the correct answer by recognising the
key words ‘Mango......... 318.” on the menu.

The majority of students were able to
recognise key words related to daily life
When
asked which group of people the menu was

experiences, e.g. ‘group of people’.
targeted for, students could choose the
picture of two children as the correct answer
by recognising the key words ‘Children’s
Menu’ on the menu.

1

Haow mmch is a fruit salad?

O A 512 O B $16
o Co s ® D 525

3ERWI1/3 Part 1 Q.1

Jane pays El8 fara G SIEAIT

O A preenlea O B
2 ¢ strawbemy ® D mango

3ERW1/3 Part 1 Q.2

This menu is for

chocolale

O c O D.

3ERW1/3 Part 1 Q.5
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Task Name: Christmas Fun Day (Poster)

Task Content: Jane read a poster at school.

Part 2
Jane is reading @ poster af school.
Head the poster.

Date:
| Time: 10am = 3 pm
i Place:

Activities for Students
Singing Christmas songs
Making cookies

Food and Drinks from Parents

Presents for students
m’“ir}

See Mr Een Tong for more information

T ome and Peter Chan anrg School
'md&ﬂw}

Christmas Fun Day
22 December (Friday)

School Hall, Playground

hat dags, sandwiches, cakes, apple pies, fruit juice

&

Drawing Christmas trees
Writing Christmas cards

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics/Related to Daily Life Experiences

Most students could recognise key words on
familiar topics in the poster (e.g. dates).
When asked about the date of the fun day,
most students were able to choose the correct
answer by recognising key words ‘Date: 22
December (Friday)’.

Many students were also able to recognise
key words such as ‘mames’ in the poster.
When asked who Jane should ask in order to
get more information about the fun day,
students were able to choose ‘Mr Ben Tong’
by recognising the key words ‘See Mr Ben

Tong for more information’ in the poster.

Many students could recognise key words
related to daily life experiences. They could
tell the end time of the fun day by
recognising the key words ‘Time: 10 am — 3

pm’ in the poster.

1

B Jare wiasts 15 fnd o4l mone abost the fun dry She das ek

2

When 1s the fum day?

2 A 3 December
0 ©. 10 December

3ERW1 Part 2 Q.1

O A Ny Peter Chan

& C. My Ben Tong O D Santa

3ERWI Part2 Q.6

The fun day ends al

O A Yam o B
® D 3pm

O C. 2pm

3ERW1 Part 2 Q.2

D B the pasents

O B, 5 December
& D 22 December

10 am
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas

Many students could understand the
connection of ideas in a poster. They were
able to identify the venues of the fun day by
referring to the information in the poster
‘Place: School Hall, Playground’.

Task Name: The Toy Hospital (Story)

Task Content: Jane read a story about Jack.

Part3
Jane is reading a story.
Read the story.

3. Jane can join the activities in the

L] 2.

land2

land3
2 and 4

oOoCcoe
S nwp

3 and 4

3ERWI Part2 Q.3

The Toy Hospital

His heme is 'a toy hospital’.

and windows. Jack gives the car to Tom.

he likes to help pecple.

Jack loves toys. There are many old toys in his home. He
gets them from rubbish bins. Some children throw old toys
away. Jack brings the toys home and makes them good again.

Tom and his brother live next to Jack. They are poor and
have no toys to play with. One day, Jack gets a toy car froma
rubbish bin. It only has twe wheels and cannot go fast. Jack
makes new wheels for the car. He also cleans the car doors

Tom thanks Jack because Jack gives him a new toy. Tom
loves his car. It is nice. Jack is glad. He feels happy because

10

Understanding the Connection of Ideas by Following Pronoun References in a Story

Many students could understand the
connection of ideas by following pronoun
references in a story. They were able to
interpret ‘It” as ‘a toy car’ by reading ‘Tom

loves his car. It is nice.’.

7. Read lme 12, What does “It° refer to7

® A thetoyear O B, the nbbash bin
Q. the car door O D the iy hospitsl

3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.7
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Predicting the Meaning of Unfamiliar Words with Contextual Clues and Pictorial Cues

e With the help of contextual clues and
pictorial cues, the majority of students were
able to predict the meaning of unfamiliar
words in the story. They could correctly
predict the meaning of the unfamiliar word
‘glad’ with the help of the contextual clue
‘He feels happy because he likes to help

people.’ and the pictorial cues given in the

options.

Task Name: Yummy Cafe (Menu)

Task Content: Jane read a menu in a cafe.

8. Read lines 12 — 13 Jack is glad. Which picture shows Jack?

3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.8

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics/Related to Daily Life Experiences

e Most students could recognise key words on
familiar topics such as ‘prices’. By referring
to the menu, students were able to tell the
price of Set C was $55 (3ERW?2 Part 1 Q.2).

e The majority of students could also recognise
key words on familiar topic about ‘food items’.

They were able to recognise ‘ham and cheese’

as the ingredients on the pizza (3ERW2 Part 1
0.3).

Part 1
Jane is reading a menu in a cafe.
Read the menu

Yummy Cafe
——C
M‘”d_"fis Memﬂ
Sel A Set B
Com Soup Chicken Soup
Beef with Rice Ham and Cheese Pizza
Mango Ice Cream Apple Pie
550 364
Set C Set D
Tomato Soup Vegetable Soup
Honey Chicken with Noodles| | Fish and Chips
Chocolate Cake Banana Cake
$55 560
( AN sets nave
\ a wlunl and a mla )
Fw-ry Sunday I‘rmn \“
G nn pm - S 30 pm

e The majority of students could recognise key words related to daily life experiences,

e.g. ‘menus’. When asked which set of food Jane could choose if she liked to eat fish

and chips, students were able to choose the correct answer by recognising the key
words ‘Set D’ and ‘ Fish and Chips’ on the menu (3ERW?2 Part 1 Q.1).
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas

The majority of students could understand

A, Chaldren can emjoy thas memw al on Sundays,
the connection of ideas by referring to the O A S00pm O B 530pm
. . ® C  T0pm O D %30pm
information ‘6:00 pm — 8:30 pm’ on a menu.

They were able to identify ‘7:00 pm’ as the 3ERW2 Part 1 Q.4

time when children could enjoy the

children’s menu on Sundays.

Task Name: Summer Basketball Classes (Poster)

Task Content: Jane read a poster at school.

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topics/ Related to Daily Life Experiences

Most students were also able to recognise Part2
Jane is reading a poster at school
g . Read the poster.
key words on familiar topics, e.g. ‘days of
Sunny Chan Primary School
the week’. They could choose ‘Mondays Summer Basketball Classes
and Fridays’ as the days when Jane would < Lonen basketa 1z /1Py = st e s 2
= 1_““‘ Mr Sam |iltl‘Y S.;—\ = _and gel a free cap!_ <
have basketball lessons by recognising the el el

key words ‘Date: 24 July — 18 August

Date. 24 July - 18 August (Mendays and Fridays)

(Mondays and _Fridays)’ in the poster P Kt M dyorts o
(3ERW2/3 Pa]/'t 2 Q4) » $300 for & lessons

* For P.3 - P.5 students only
= Bring water and a towel
* To join the classes, see Mr John Lo before 10 June (Tuesday)

The majority of students could also recognise key words related to daily life
experiences such as ‘time’, ‘numbers’ and ‘school levels’. When asked the start time
of the basketball lessons, students were able to recognise ‘1:30 pm’ in the poster
(BERW2/3 Part 2 (Q.3). Most students could also recognise key words about
‘numbers’. They could choose 6’ as the number of basketball lessons that Jane could

attend by recognising the key words ‘$300 for 6 lessons’ in the poster (3ERW2/3 Part
20.5).

The majority of students could also recognise key words about ‘school levels’. When
asked who could join the basketball classes, students were able to recognise ‘P.3

students’ in the poster (3ERW2/3 Part 2 Q.7).
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Understanding the Connection between Ideas Using Cohesive Devices

e The majority of students could understand 6 Students must bring 1o the busketball Issons.
the connection of ideas linked by cohesive Q//% @//A}
devices in a poster. They were able to i %
answer that students had to bring ‘water and on °
a towel’ when the ideas were linked by (@\ @
i § 5%

o c oD
3ERW2/3 Part 2 Q.6
Primary 3 Writing
Design of Writing Papers
There are two writing tasks in the three writing sub-papers:
Tasks Text Types
John’s Picnic Story
The Activity I Like Best Personal Description

Following the recommendations of the Committee, the Moderation Committee modified
the design of the writing papers. For the task on picture-aided storytelling, more hints were

given, e.g. more vocabulary relevant to each picture.

Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Writing Tasks

In general, students understood the task requirements in the writing tasks. For ‘John’s

Picnic’, students were able to provide a factual account of the story based on the pictures

with almost no supporting details. For ‘The Activity I Like Best’, students were able to

provide relevant ideas using the prompts. In terms of language, students were able to use a

limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and/or cohesive devices fairly appropriately,

with some grammatical and spelling mistakes in both writing tasks.

John’s Picnic (3ERW1/3ERW2 Part 4)

In this writing task, students were asked to write a story about what happened when John

went on a picnic with his parents based on the given pictures.

Farta

Mo are wriking 4 siovy adeut Jokn' picmi with Kit parents,
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Student Exemplar 1

i

A prohn ey ( T K*“L“"‘ﬂé“

\'_.'.Qmﬁ....l.afi’?.....-.?i.....‘f‘i?‘fﬁ]l?sr;;l We  Frund, e -

h{? l.o'ﬂi:[”/v H‘f’ﬁ ;.‘T’ foli’.? 'CF‘W“"X:\-I

———

AL | (o _
S (e the moniey 2o, g (1 )Some ol

Content:

1 | Provides a factual account of the story based on the pictures

2 | An ending is given to the story

Language:

=& Uses a limited range of vocabulary: family, food

*+++ Writes short and simple sentences: / went to a picnic with my family...Then the
monkey took some food and we got mad.

—— Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: and, then

A Makes some grammatical mistakes: ...the a monkey jumpped scared us...The
monkey then he ran away.

O Makes one spelling mistake: jumpped (jumped)
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Student Exemplar 2

M{p aﬁﬂ?f nr%}wmd (

Content:

1 |Provides a factual account of the story based on the pictures

2 | An ending is given to the story

Language:

&—¢ Uses a limited range of vocabulary: today, happy

**** Writes short and simple sentences: foday, My mum My dad and me go to a May
Park...dad is angry...I was happy.

~—— Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: and

A Makes some grammatical mistakes: today, My mum My dad and me go to a May
Park...Monkey take apple hind, dad find apple...

O Makes one spelling mistake: moakey (monkey)
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The Activity | Like Best (3ERW3 Part 4)

In this writing task, students were asked to write about the activity they liked best with the

help of prompts.

The Activil
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Content:

1 |Provides brief and relevant ideas to the questions

Language:
¢—¢ Uses a limited range of vocabulary: drawing, painting

*+++ Writes short and simple sentences: My favourit Activity is drawing because I like
painting. I go to the art class to draw. I draw with my brother.

~—— Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: because, So

A Makes one grammatical mistake: The teacher thier teaches me drawing. So my
favourit activity.

O Makes some spelling mistakes: favourit (favourite), thier (there)
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Student Exemplar 4
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Content:

1 JProvides brief and relevant ideas to the questions

Language:

+—¢ Uses a limited range of vocabulary: singing, lesson

++++ Writes short and simple sentences: My favourite activity is singing. I like singing
because teacher sayed I sing is so good...I have this lesson in mondays.

=—— Uses a limited range of cohesive devices: because

A Makes some grammatical mistakes: ...teacher sayed I sing is so good.
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Primary 3 Speaking

Students were randomly selected to participate in the oral assessment. No attempt was
made to report results of schools in terms of the percentage of students achieving basic
competency in speaking because of the small sample size. However, a descriptive
summary of the overall performance levels of students can be found in the ‘General
Comments on Primary 3 Student Performances’ section.

Good Performance of Primary 3 Students in 2018
Primary 3 Listening

Good Performance in Listening Tasks

Students with good performance were able to:
e discriminate numbers and ending sounds

e understand the connection between ideas using cohesive devices
For task contents, please refer to ‘Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Listening Tasks’ Section.

Discriminating a Small Range of Numbers

e The more able students were able to discriminate numbers. They could distinguish ‘50
from 5, °15° and ‘55° (3EL1/2 Part 1B Q.3).

Discriminating a Small Range of Ending Sounds

e The more able students could discriminate ending sounds ‘ock’, ‘od’, ‘on’ and ‘oy’.
They were able to identify the name of Anna’s dog as ‘Rey’ from ‘Rock’, ‘Red’ and
‘Ron’ (3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.1).

Understanding the Connection between ldeas Using Cohesive Devices
e The more able students could understand the 6. When Auna wants to get her hat back,

0 A astrong wind blows
O B she shouts at her dog

connection of ideas contrasted by ‘but’. They
were able to understand what happened to @ C che flls imto the nver
Anna when she wanted to get her hat back P et
when they heard: 3EL2/3 Part 2 Q.6
Mum: A strong wind blows Anna’s hat into

the river. She wants to get it back. But she is

careless and falls into the water.
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Primary 3 Reading

Good Performance in Reading Tasks

Students with good performance were able to:
e recognise key words on familiar topics
e understand the connection between ideas with causal relationship

e predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with contextual clues and pictorial cues

For task contents, please refer to ‘Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic

Competence in Reading Tasks’ Section.

Recognising Key Words on Familiar Topic

e The more able students could recognise key

words on familiar topics about activities. — *# Swiasgmgto____with e sudet
. . . O A g Chostnees somgs ® 0 take pleotos
They could identify that Santa was going to O ¢ it O D e Gt cards

take photos with students by referring to the
information in the poster ‘Come and take a

hoto with Santa.’
BRoR 3ERWI Part 2 Q.5

Understanding the Connection between Ideas with Causal Relationship

e The more able students could understand the 6. ‘Why does Tom thank Jack?

. : . . , .
connection of ideas linked by ‘because’ in a O A Jack cloans the car windows.

story. They were able to identify the reason B. Jack loves old toys.

O
why Tom thanked Jack by referring to the ® C. Jack gives him a new toy.
O

story ‘Tom thanks Jack because Jack gives D Jack likes to help people.

him a new toy.’. 3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.6
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Predicting the Meaning of Unfamiliar Words with Contextual Clues and Pictorial Cues

The more able students could predict the
meaning of unfamiliar words in the story
with the help of contextual clues and
pictorial cues. They could correctly predict
the meaning of the unfamiliar word ‘wheels’
with the help of the contextual clue ‘and
cannot go fast’ and the pictorial cues given

in the options.

Primary 3 Writing

For ‘John’s Picnic’, students with good writing skills were able to provide a factual

account of the story based on the pictures with some supporting details. The description

4. Read lines 7 — 8. Whuch picture shows the toy car?

3ERW1/2 Part 3 Q.4

was clear and coherent. For ‘The Activity I Like Best’, students were able to provide

relevant ideas to the questions with some supporting details. The ideas were clear and

coherent. In terms of language, students were able to use a small range of vocabulary,

sentence patterns and cohesive devices appropriately with minor, few or no grammatical and

spelling mistakes.
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John’s Picnic (3ERW1/3ERW2 Part 4)

Student Exemplar 5
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Content:

|l 1 |Provides a story with some supporting details
l 2 | Provides an ending to the story

Language:

+—=¢ Uses a small range of vocabulary: table, felt, chased, climbed up, reach
*+++ Uses a small range of sentence patterns: The monkey took our bananas, they felt

very angry, so they chased it. At last, the monkey climbed up to a tree, so they can't
reach it.

== Uses a small range of cohesive devices: and, so

A Makes a few grammatical mistakes: ... Mom, Dad and John went to picnic...At last
the monkey climbed up to a tree, so they cant reach it.
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Student Exemplar 6
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Content:

1 ] Provides a story with some supporting details

2 | Provides an ending to the story

Language:

+—oUses a small range of vocabulary: and more, jumped out of, tried to catch,
unlucky

««++ Uses a small range of sentence patterns: We brang bananas, apples and more.
Then, a monkey jumped out of the tree! We felt scared. Then, the monkey took
our fruits!

—— Uses a small range of cohesive devices: Then, But

A Makes a few grammatical mistakes: In the morning, me, Dad and Mum went to
a picnic...We very unlucky!
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The Activity | Like Best (3ERW3 Part 4)

Student Exemplar 7
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Content:
1 | Provides relevant ideas to the questions with some supporting details

Language:

o—¢ Uses a small range of vocabulary: fun, raining, together, evening

«+«+ Uses a small range of sentence patterns: I always play football with my frends in
the park on Sunday. I do not like raining because we cannot play the football

together.

—— Uses a small range of cohesive devices: because

A Makes a few grammatical mistakes: I have learn football on Monday on five
o’clock to six thirty in the evening.

O Makes one spelling mistake: frends (friends)
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Student Exemplar 8
—— T
i g ™ x/ \\
 Whatis your \". |I Where dio you I|

fvounie | \ &0 17

mcivibyT ,"l t'\\ . P /‘l

I,
|

Content:

1} Provides relevant ideas to the questions with some supporting details

Language:

+—=¢ Uses a small range of vocabulary: models, thinking, always, the best

«e++ Uses a small range of sentence patterns: My favourite activety is making
models...I always make them from nine o’clock to ten o’clock in the morning. If [
want someone help, I will call my brother.

—— Uses a small range of cohesive devices: because

A Makes a few grammatical mistakes: ...because I likes to use my thinking...If 1
want someone help...

O Makes one spelling mistake: activety (activity)

When 4o you
e r?

151



152

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Primary 3 Speaking
Students with good performance demonstrated competence in the following areas:

Reading Aloud

e Students with good performance were able to read a short text fluently and clearly
with appropriate pausing and intonation. They made very few or no pronunciation

mistakes. Students could also express the enjoyment of food, appreciation of things,

and express emotions when reading these texts:

They are very yummy! (3ES01)
They are beautiful! (3ES07)
We all have a good time! (3ES09)

Expression of Personal Experiences

e Students with good speaking skills could provide relevant answers to most of the
questions. Some elaboration on their answers was given. Students were able to respond
naturally and readily to the questions.

Picture Description

e Students with good performance could provide relevant answers to most of the
questions naturally and readily with some elaboration. They were able to speak clearly
and readily with very few pronunciation mistakes.

General Comments on Primary 3 Student Performances

Primary 3 Listening

e Students could identify key words in both conversations and stories. They were able
to follow the conversations between speakers and the development of the story.

e Students were able to identify key words on familiar topics (e.g. school subjects).
They could also identify key words related to daily life experiences (e.g. time, public

transport).

e Students were able to understand the connection between ideas using cohesive
devices such as ‘also’ and ‘and’. Some students could also understand ideas in the
spoken texts linked by ‘because’.

e Students were able to understand basic differences in intonation when speakers were
puzzled, scared and excited.

e Students were able to discriminate words with a small range of vowel and consonant
sounds.
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Primary 3 Reading

e Students were able to recognise key words on familiar topics (e.g. prices, food items)
and those related to daily life experiences (e.g. group of people, numbers). With the
help of straightforward contextual clues and pictorial cues, students were able to get

the correct answers.

e Students were generally able to understand the connection between ideas using
cohesive devices such as ‘and’. Students could also understand the connection of

ideas in posters and menus.

e Students could understand the connection between ideas by following pronoun
references in a story.

e  With the help of straightforward contextual clues and pictorial cues, students could
predict the meaning of unfamiliar words in a story. However, predicting the meaning
of unfamiliar words is still a challenge for some students.

Primary 3 Writing

e There were two writing tasks in the three sub-papers. For ‘John’s Picnic’, students
were given word prompts ‘bring’, ‘monkey / jump / scared’ and ‘take / angry’ for the
three pictures and were asked to write a story about what happened when John went
on a picnic at May Park. They were also asked to provide an ending to the story.

Students generally were able to write a factual account of the story with an ending.

The description was quite clear. Students were familiar with the topic ‘picnic’ and

provided relevant ideas related to the pictures.

o In ‘The Activity I Like Best’, students were asked to write about their favourite activity.
Question prompts were given to help students write: ‘What is your favourite activity?”’,
‘When do you do it?’, ‘Who does the activity with you?’, ‘Where do you do it?’ and

‘Why do you like it?’. Students were able to respond to the questions with relevant

ideas, indicating that students were familiar with the topic. The ideas provided by the

students were quite clear.
John’s Picnic

Providing Ideas Based on the Pictures and Word Prompts

e Students were able to write a short story based on the pictures using the word prompts

‘monkey’, ‘jump’ and ‘angry’: Today, I and Mum, Dad go to the May Park, We eat
apple and hot dogs. A monkey jump and take apple. We are angry, we go home. The

description was quite clear.

e The more capable students were able to provide some supporting details to the ideas

relevant to the topic:
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» One day, John and his parents went to May Park to have a picnic. They found a
table and settled there. Suddenly, a monkey jump out of a tree and took their
fruits. John’ father was furious and tried to catch the monkey but failed. The
monkey carelessly stepped into a trap and John’s family had a fun picnic.

Providing an Ending to the Story

Students were able to provide a brief ending to the story:

They were sad. So they go home.

At last we go back to home and never go this cuntry park.
So they catch the monkey and take the food. They feel happy.

We are angry. The monkey run away.

YV V VY V V

Dad is angry. Dad is fight the monkey.

The more capable students were able to end the story with some supporting details.

For example:

» In the end, they can eat the cookies and the hot dog, but not the fruits. What a bad
day!

» Finally the police came to May Park and they used a gun to shut the naughty
monkey and the monkey died.

Using Word Prompts in the Pictures

Some students used the word prompts given in the first picture to write the story: Last
weekend, I, Mum and Dad went to May Park.

Using a Limited Range of Vocabulary, Sentence Patterns and Cohesive Devices

Students used a limited range of vocabulary in the story. The vocabulary was

2 [

generally related to the topic: ‘today’, ‘sunny’, ‘hotdog’, ‘table’, ‘eat’, ‘run’, ‘sad’.

The sentences given were usually short and simple, e.g. ‘Mum bring some food and a

monkey jump on a desk...".

Some students were able to use cohesive devices such as ‘then’, ‘and’, ‘because’ and
‘so’ to link ideas.

Students made some grammatical mistakes in their writing (e.g. subject-verb
disagreement, errors in tenses, incorrect expressions). Incorrect usage of prepositions,
pronouns, singular and plural nouns was common among students. They also

misspelled some common words.

The more capable students used a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and

cohesive devices:
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» Suddenly, a monkey jumped out from the tree beside them. The family was
frightened...John’s father was furious and chased after the monkey. At last, the
monkey climbed up the tree beside them and started eating the bananas. John's
father sighed, “What a sad day!”

The Activity I Like Best

Providing Ideas Based on the Question Prompts

Students were able to write about their favourite activity. They were familiar with the
topic and could provide relevant ideas to the questions. The ideas were quite clear.
They were able to tell where they went to do the activity, when they did it and who
did it with them. They could also write about the reasons they liked it. Relevant and

brief ideas were given:

» My favourite activity is playing football. I like football because I can run fast so [
always win. I always play football with my brother on Sunday. I always play
football in a park.

The more capable students were able to provide ideas relevant to the topic with some

supporting details. The ideas were clear and coherent. For example: ‘My favourite

activity is drawing. [ like it very much. It’s the best activity in the world. I like

drawing because it is fun. I am good at art.’.

Using a Limited Range of Vocabulary, Sentence Patterns and Cohesive Devices

Students used a limited range of vocabulary in their writing. The vocabulary was

generally related to the topic: ‘swimming’, ‘drawing’, ‘Sunday’, ‘in the park’, ‘my

brother’, ‘fun’, and ‘happy’. The sentences written by students were short and simple,

e.g. ‘We are happy in the singing lesson.’, ‘I like playing basketball.’, ‘I do it with my

sister.’. Some students were able to link ideas using ‘and’, ‘when’ and ‘because’.

Students made some grammatical mistakes in tenses (e.g. subject-verb disagreement,
errors in tenses, incorrect expressions). There were some errors in the usage of
prepositions, singular and plural nouns by students. They also made some spelling

mistakes in their writing.

The more capable students used a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and

cohesive devices:

» [ love singing because when I am sad music makes me happy. All morning, I sing
to my cat Mochi, it’s very lovely.
» [ also join a soccer class. It is on Friday night. It was from eight thirty to ten. [

enjoy every class. I like soccer and soccer is the best sport.
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Primary 3 Speaking
Reading Aloud

Many students were able to read the texts aloud fluently and clearly. They made very
few mistakes in pronunciation. Some common mistakes were found in students. They
dropped end consonants in ‘wings’, ‘lessons’, ‘pictures’, and ‘friends’. They also
dropped /ks/ in ‘box’. They were unable to pronounce blends in ‘classmate’ and
‘friends’. When reading the texts aloud, some students also mispronounced words
such as ‘cook’, ‘honey’, ‘parents’, ‘family’, ‘sand’, ‘after’, ‘early’, ‘colours’, ‘pencil’,
‘weekend’, ‘visit’, ‘strong’ and ‘together’.

Some students mispronounced ‘mother’ as ‘mum’, ‘chicken’ as ‘kitchen’, ‘fruit’ as
‘food’, ‘very’ as ‘every’, ‘cool’ as ‘cold’, ‘They’ as ‘There’, ‘July’ as ‘June’ and

‘snacks’ as ‘snakes’.

Expression of Personal Experiences

Many students were able to provide relevant responses to the questions from the oral
examiners. Students were generally able to provide relevant answers to Wh-questions
(e.g. ‘What do you like to do on hot days?’, ‘Where do you do your homework?’,
‘Who do you want to see on your birthday?’).

Students had difficulty in answering some questions. When asked ‘What does it look
like?” in 3ESO1 (Favourite Fruit), some students were unable to provide an answer
even though the prompt ‘What colour/size is the fruit?’ was given. Some students also

found it difficult to provide answers about dates (e.g. ‘When is your birthday?’).

Picture Description

Students in general were able to provide natural and relevant responses based on the
pictures. They were able to answer Wh-questions despite a few mistakes in
pronunciation (e.g. ‘What is the boy doing?’, ‘Where are these people?’, ‘How does the
woman feel?’, ‘What does the teacher say to the girl?’).

Some students experienced difficulty in answering questions which asked for their

opinions on an action (e.g. ‘Is it right to do that? Why / Why not?’).

Students did not have the vocabulary to describe actions. Some were unable to respond
to question like ‘What is the woman doing?’ in 3ES02 (At the Fast Food Shop), they
did not know how to say that the woman was cleaning the table due to a lack of
vocabulary. They also used inappropriate vocabulary items when answering questions.
For example, when asked ‘What is the old man doing?’ in 3ES06 (Late at Night), some

students said the old man was ‘watching newspaper’ instead of ‘reading newspaper’.
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Overview of Primary 3 Student Performances in English
Language in 2016-2018

The percentage of students achieving Basic Competency in the last three years is provided

in Table 7.9.

Table 7.9  Percentage of Students Achieving English Language

Basic Competency in 2016-2018

Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
2016 81.1
2017 81.1
2018 80.8

A comparison of the strengths and weaknesses of P.3 student performances in 2016-2018

provides useful information on how teachers can help students improve. Table 7.10

summarises the comparison.
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Results of Secondary 3 English Language in Territory-
wide System Assessment 2018

The percentage of S.3 students achieving English Language Basic Competency in 2018 is
69.8%, indicating a very slight increase in the percentage of students achieving basic

competency in 2018 as compared to that of 2017.

Secondary 3 Assessment Design

Assessment tasks for S.3 English Language were based on the Basic Competency (BC)
Descriptors (Tryout Version) for English Language at the end of Key Stage 3 (Secondary 3)
and the CDC Syllabus for English Language (Secondary 1 — 5) 1999. The tasks covered
the four language skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking, and were designed in
accordance with the learning objectives in three interrelated strands: Interpersonal,

Knowledge and Experience.

The S.3 written assessments consisted of three sub-papers for Listening, Reading and
Writing, comprising a total of 129 items and 138 score points. Some items appeared in
different Listening and Reading sub-papers acting as inter-paper links. The duration of each
Listening sub-paper was approximately 35 minutes, Reading sub-paper was 35 minutes and
Writing sub-paper was 40 minutes. The oral assessment was comprised of two components,
Individual Presentation and Group Interaction, with eight sub-papers in each component.
The number of items on the various sub-papers is summarised in Table 7.11a. These
numbers include several overlapping items that appear in more than one sub-paper to enable
the equating of test scores. The composition of the S.3 sub-papers is provided in Table
7.11b.
Table 7.11a Number of Items and Score Points for S.3

No. of Items (Score Points)
Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper4 | Total*
English Language
Written Paper
Listening 31(31) 31(31) 31(31) - 54(54)
Reading 36(36) 36(36) 36(36) - 72(72)
Writing 1(12) 1(12) 1(12) -- 3(12)
Total 68(79) 68(79) 68(79) - 129(138)
Speaking
Presentation 2(14) 2(14) 2(14) 2(14) 8(14)
Group Interaction 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) 8(6)

* Ttems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
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Table 7.11b Composition of S.3 Sub-papers

Written Assessment Speaking Assessment
Basic No. of Items Basic No. of Items
Competency (Score Points) Competency (Score Points)
9ESPI — 9ESGI —
. . 9ESP8 9ESG8
Listening 9EL1 | 9EL2 | 9EL3 Individual |  Group
Presentation | Interaction
L5-L-2-S3BC
(listening strategies) 3030) | 26(26) | 26(26) LS_S.?_SSBC 8(4) 8(4)
L5-L-1-S3BC (ideas)
(language features) (D) 56) 56)
Reading 9ERI | OER2 | OER3 L6-5-6-S3BC 8(4) 0
(organization)
L6-R-1-S3BC
(reading strategies) 27C7) 26(26) 26(26)
L5-S-4-S3BC
L6-R-2-S3BC
1 1
(extracting and organizing 0 7(7) 4(4) (vocabulary & language 84 0
. . patterns)
information)
L5-R-3-S3BC
(language features) 22) 0 22)
L5-R-4-S3BC L5-S-2-S3BC
(reference skills) M) 33) 4 (pronunciation & 8(4) 0
Writing 9EWI1 | 9EW2 | 9EW3 delivery)
L6-W-1-S3BC (content) 1(4) 1(4) 1(4)
L6-W-2-S3BC (language) 1(4) 1(4) 1(4) L6-S-5-S3BC
L6-W-3-S3BC (organization)| 1(2) 1(2) 1(2) (strategies for oral 8(2) 3(2)
L5-W-5-S3BC (features) 1(2) 1(2) 12) communication)

Secondary 3 Listening Items

Each student attempted three listening tasks in one of the three Listening sub-papers (about

35 minutes each). All parts or sections were played twice. Descriptions of the listening

tasks are provided in Tables 7.12 and 7.13.

Table 7.12 S.3 Listening: Distribution of Items

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L5-L-1-S3BC | Understanding the use of a range of language features in 6

simple literary / imaginative spoken texts
L5-L-2-S3BC | Using an increasing range of strategies to understand the 48
meaning of simple texts on familiar and less familiar topics
which are delivered clearly and in generally familiar
accents
TOTAL 54
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Table 7.13 S.3 Listening: Item Description and Question Types

Basic .. . No. of Items
e Item Description Question Type (Score Points)
L5-L-1-S3BC | Discussion with Interview — Hong| Multiple choice 8(8)

1 Kong Comic Convention & Cosplay
L5-L-2-S3BC OEL1 — Part | Short Answer 7(7)
9EL3 — Part 1
L5-L-2-S3BC | Interview — Robbery Multiple choice 8(8)
9ELI — Part 2
9EL3 — Part 2
L5-L-2-S3BC | Conversation — TV Entertainment Multiple choice 8(8)
Report
9ELI — Part 3
9EL2 — Part 2
L5-L-1-S3BC | Meeting — Computer Club Multiple choice 15(15)
L5-L-2-S3BC | 9EL2 — Part 1
L5-L-1-S3BC | Poem — Lonely Phone Multiple choice 8(8)
L5-L-2-S3BC | 9EL2 — Part 3
9EL3 — Part 3
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Secondary 3 Reading Items

Each student attempted three reading tasks in one of the three Reading sub-papers. 35

minutes were allotted for the reading tasks in each of the sub-papers. Descriptions of the

reading tasks are provided in Tables 7.14 and 7.15.

Table 7.14 S.3 Reading: Distribution of Items

Basic et No. of
Competency Items
L6-R-1-S3BC | Using an increasing range of reading strategies to 52
understand the meaning of texts with some degree of
complexity
L6-R-2-S3BC | Extracting and organizing information and ideas from texts 7
with some degree of complexity
L5-R-3-S3BC | Understanding the use of a range of language features and 2
other techniques to present themes, characters, experiences
and feelings in simple literary / imaginative texts
L5-R-4-S3BC | Applying a range of reference skills for various purposes 11
with the help of cues
TOTAL 72
Table 7.15 S.3 Reading: Item Description and Question Types
Conl?;:;(e:ncy Item Description Question Type (SNc(:).r(::fII(t)eithZ)
L6-R-1-S3BC | Online News Articles — Short BUT | Multiple choice 12(12)
L5-R-4-S3BC | Interesting Tidbits
9ERI — Part 1
9ER2 — Part 1
L6-R-1-S3BC | Poem — I Tried To Find A Dinosaur | Multiple choice 8(8)
L5-R-3-S3BC | 9ERI — Part 2
9ER3 — Part 2
L6-R-1-S3BC | Blog Page and Report Extract — Multiple choice 16(16)
L5-R-4-S3BC | World Pet Day
9ERI — Part 3
L6-R-1-S3BC | Brochure Page — Gift Finder Multiple choice 8(8)
L6-R-2-S3BC | 9ER2 — Part 2
L6-R-1-S3BC | Website Extract, Sample Invitation | Multiple choice 16(16)
L6-R-2-S3BC | and Instructions — World Festivals,
Christmas Invitation, Secret Santa
Giveaway and Christmas Party
Decorations
9ER2 — Part 3
9ER3 — Part 3
L6-R-1-S3BC | Travel Brochure and Fact Sheet — | Multiple choice 12(12)
L5-R-4-S3BC | Japan
9ER3 — Part 1

165



166

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Secondary 3 Writing Tasks

Each student attempted a writing task of about 150 words from one of the three Writing

sub-papers. Forty minutes were allotted for the writing task in each of the sub-papers.

Descriptions and topics of the writing tasks are provided in Tables 7.16 and 7.17.

Table 7.16 S.3 Writing: Distribution of Items

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L6-W-1-S3BC Writing a variety of texts for different purposes with 3
relevant and generally adequate content
L6-W-2-S3BC Writing a variety of texts using punctuation marks
and a range of vocabulary and language patterns with
some degree of appropriateness and accuracy to
convey meaning
L6-W-3-S3BC Writing a variety of texts with adequate overall
planning and organisation (including the use of
cohesive devices and paragraphs, and sequencing of
ideas)
L5-W-5-S3BC Writing a variety of texts using the salient features of
a range of genres generally appropriately with the
help of cues
TOTAL 3

Table 7.17 S.3 Writing: Item Description and Question Types

Basic Item Description No. of Itefms
Competency (Score Points)
L6-W-1-S3BC Book Review — Book Review Competition 1(12)
L6-W-2-S3BC | 9EWI
L6-W-3-S3BC | Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60" 1(12)
L5-W-5-S3BC Anniversary Celebrations
9EW2
Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School 1(12)

Magazine
9EW3
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Secondary 3 Speaking Tasks

Each student attempted either an ‘Individual Presentation’ (3 minutes for preparation and 2
minutes for assessment) or a ‘Group Interaction’ (3 minutes for preparation and 4 minutes
for assessment). There were altogether 16 sub-papers: two sub-papers each for the
Individual Presentation and Group Interaction, used in morning and afternoon sessions that

took place over two assessment days. Descriptions of the speaking tasks are provided in

Table 7.18.

Table 7.18 S.3 Speaking: Distribution of Tasks

Basic
Competency

Descriptor

Task
Description

No. of Items

L5-S-2-S3BC

Using a range of delivery techniques
(including stress, rhythm and
intonation) to convey meaning
generally appropriately with the
help of cues

L5-S-3-S3BC

Expressing information and ideas
(including personal experiences,
feelings, opinions, imaginative ideas
and evaluative remarks) with some
elaboration

L5-S-4-S3BC

Using a range of vocabulary and
language patterns with some degree
of appropriacy and accuracy to
convey meaning

L6-S-5-S3BC

Using formulaic expressions and a
range of strategies for oral
communication to establish and
maintain relationships/ interaction in
familiar situations

L6-S-6-S3BC

Using  organizing  techniques
generally appropriately to convey
meaning

Individual
Presentation

9ESP1 — 9ESPS

L5-S-3-S3BC

Expressing information and ideas
(including personal experiences,
feelings, opinions, imaginative ideas
and evaluative remarks) with some
elaboration

L6-S-5-S3BC

Using formulaic expressions and a
range of strategies for oral
communication to establish and
maintain relationships /interaction in
familiar situations

Group
Interaction

9ESGI — 9ESGS
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Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Territory-wide System Assessment 2018

Secondary 3 Listening

Design of the Listening Papers

There are a total of three listening sub-papers, 9EL1, 9EL2 and 9EL3. In the sub-papers

there are 5 listening tasks:

Tasks Text Types
Hong Kong Comic Convention and Cosplay | Discussion and Interview
Robbery Interview
TV Entertainment Report Conversation and Report
Computer Club Meeting and Discussion
Lonely Phone Poem

Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Listening Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:

¢ understand the meaning of simple dialogues in both familiar and unfamiliar topics

e apply their knowledge of the world in various contexts

e extract specific information, comprehend main ideas and use cohesive devices to
connect ideas, use discourse markers and contextual clues, as well as work out the
meaning of unfamiliar words/expressions

e understand intonation when dialogues were delivered clearly and in generally

familiar accents.

Task Name: Hong Kong Comic Convention and Cosplay (Discussion and Interview).
This task has a section for students to fill in blanks while they listen to the
discussion.

Task Content: The students are learning about a new ECA and listen to an interview
about Cosplay.

Specific Information

e The majority of students were able to understand and work out the time Sarah
started Cosplaying when Mark asked ‘How and when did you start cosplaying?”’
and Sarah answered ‘Hi Mark. I started in secondary school. I joined the
Cosplay Club in form 2...°

3. Sarah started cosplaying

A at the Comic Con

i.n secondary school
C. at unmiversity
D. in prmary school

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.3
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Task Name: Robbery (Interview)

Task Content: Students are being interviewed by police about a robbery that took place
not far from school.

Sequencing
e Many students were able to identify the sequence of events when they heard
Peter say ‘We heard a loud bang and saw a man running down the street with a
bag. Then we heard sirens and saw police running around.’

3. Things happened quickly. Peter gives Constable Wong the following order:

1. man runmng with a bag 2 police mumming around
3. sirens 4. loud bang

A 1.2 3and4

B. 2.3.4and1
C. 3.4.1and?2

[D. . 1.3and2
9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.3

Task Name: TV Entertainment Report (Conversation and Report)

Task Content: Students are learning about reporting on entertainment news.

Specific Information

e Many students were able to work out who had given permission when they
heard Mr. Tong say “...The Principal has given permission for the reporters to

attend events and do interviews...’

2. The person who gave pernussion for the student reporters to attend events and interviews 1s

A Mr Tong

B. Sandy
C. Mrs. Belle Jones
the principal

9EL1 Part 3/9EL2 Part 2 Q.2

Task Name: Computer Club (Meeting and Discussion)

Task Content: The Computer Club members are meeting to discuss their entry for the
computer game design competition.

Tone

e Many students were able to correctly identify how Tom felt after hearing the
news.
Tom — Computer Club member: ‘What? NO WAY! We slaved over that game
—we all put in time and effort.’

8. Tom1is about what has happened.
A happy

(B o

C. sad
D. afraid

9EL2 Part 1 Q.8
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Task Name: Lonely Phone (Poem)

Task Content: The poem is about a phone that seems to take on a life of its own,
because it seems to do strange things.

Rhyme
e On hearing the first stanza of the Stanza One _
1. Inthe first stanza, ‘phone’ thymes with
poem many students worked out [ Town
the rhyming words. B. does
C. be
Stanza 1 D. on
My phone must be
a lonely phone. 9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.1
1t often does things
on its own.

Secondary 3 Reading

Design of the Reading Papers

There are a total of three reading sub-papers, 9ER1, 9ER2 and 9ER3. In the sub-papers
there are 6 reading tasks:

Tasks Text Types
Short BUT Interesting Tidbits Online News Articles
I Tried To Find A Dinosaur Poem
World Pet Day Blog Page and Report Extract
Gift Finder Brochure Page

World Festivals, Christmas Invitation,
Secret Santa Giveaway & Christmas
Party Decorations

Japan Travel Brochure and Fact Sheet

Website Extract, Sample Invitation and
Instructions

Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Reading Tasks

Students achieving basic competence were able to:

e understand the meaning of simple texts written for various purposes, contexts and
audiences

e extract or locate specific information from different text-types such as online news
articles, a poem, a blog page and report extract, a brochure page, a website extract,
sample invitation and instructions as well as a travel brochure and fact sheet

¢ locate information in a report extract and fact sheet

e identify thymes

¢ identify different text types

e work out the meaning of unfamiliar expressions

¢ identify connections between supporting ideas and main ideas
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Task Name: Short BUT Interesting Tidbits (Online News Articles)

Task Content: The task is about various news items presented online.

Contextual Clue

e The majority of students were able to work out the population of Hong Kong.

1. The population of Hong Kong is mullion.
A 14

C. 05
D. &0

Online News Site

Short BUT Interesting Tidbits

The poverty rate in Hong Kong has risen again. Out of the 7.35 nullion people in Hong Kong, at least 1.4
million of them live below the poverty line. WNearly half a million of them are elderly:

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.1
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Task Name: I Tried To Find A Dinosaur (Poem)

Task Content: The poem is about a boy trying to find a dinosaur in his backyard.

Inference

e The majority of students were able to read the poem and work out why the boy tried to

find a dinosaur.

7. In the poem, the boy wants to find a dinosaur because he
A was asked to by his parents

mterested 1n dinosaurs
C. wants to be infamous
D. 1sbored at home

| Tried to Find a Dinosaur

I tried to find a dinosaur.
I started in my yard.
I dug and dug for days and days.

The work was long and hard.

I dug through dirt and mud and muck.
I dug through rocks and soil.
My arms grew sore. My legs grew weak

from all the sweat and toil.

| shoveled tons of gravel out.
I moved a bunch of stones,
until, at last, to my surprise,

| found some fossil bones.

I put the bones together in
my bedroom on the floor.

When | was done, those bones had formed

a half a dinosaur.

My parents weren't too happy when
I told them of my goal.
| found a half a dinosaur,

but then they found the hole.

9ER1/3 Part2 Q.7
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Task Name: World Pet Day (Blog Page and Report Extract)

Task Content: The blog page and report extract deal with World Pet Day and pet

ownership in Hong Kong and the rest of the world.

Prediction

e Many students were able to predict what the rest of the blog would be about.

Blog Pages

8. These are only two pages of the blog. The rest of the blog will be about

nrld Pet Day events

B. where you can get a llama in Hong Kong
C. what to do if vou don’t like animals
D. how to keep a lynx in a Hong Kong flat

Blog Pages

| wwworerldpetdayinbhonghone. com. bl I[=]

VworLD PET DAY

To celebrate World Pet Day, we are going to be looking at some strange pets belonging to people
around the world_ All of these animals are dangerous. Most of us wouldn't even consider them to be
pets; we would think of them as wild animals.

HEATHER the Hippo belongs to Mary and
Peter Snowfeldt of South Africa. They found
the baby hippo on the banks of a river near
their home. The calf had been swept away
from its mother. The Snowfeldts have

raised Heather and she has grown into a
large adult hippo who is visited by other
hippos living in the area. The hippopotamus
is the deadliest animal in Africa

BABY is a bison. Bison once
roamed the plains of
America. They are
sometimes called buffalo,
even though they are a
different species. Baby was
adopted by a loncly
cowboy. He follows his
owner to the local bar for a
drink like a loyal dog.

wnwworldpetdayinhonskone. com. bl

WoRLD PET DAY

LARRY is a llama. Llamas are known to spit
and smell bad! When Larry was young he
was injured. His keeper took him inside her
home to better care for him_ When it was
time to go back to the zoo he was unable to
adjust and is now a permanent house
guest._

KAL, the lynx. A lynx looks a lot like a cat
but is really quite different. Kal was
adopted by a Russian family. Marie, the
daughter, played with Kal as though he
really was a kitten and he became a
member of the family. Kal is not a baby
anymores but a fully grown hunter who
behaves more like a dog than a cat.

CAPPY is a capybara. A capybara is a
rodent, so just think of it as a big rat
that can do tricks and loves to swim.
His owner fell in love with the breed
when she was on holiday in Venezuela.

When she got home, she got Cappy
who has an adorable personality and is
wery smart.

9ERI1 Part 3 Q.8
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Task Name: Gift Finder (Brochure Page)

Task Content: The brochure page features the details of various gifts.

Analysing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text

e Many students were able to work out the cheapest gift.

7. The cheapest gift 1s the

aint A Pillowcase

B. Foldy Invisible Keyboard
C. Name A Star Gift Box

D. Racing Car Expenence

Brochure Page

GIFT FINDER

Don't know what to buy for that special someone because they have everything?
Mo waorries! We hawve done the hard work for you. Take a look at our special gift suggestions.

FOLDY INVISIBLE KEYBOARD

This keyboard is great for working anywhere.
Just take your phone or tablet and sit at a
table, or put it on any flat surface and you are
good to go!

Bluetooth connectivity makes it easy to use.

What's inside:
= Welcome Letter
= Your Gift Explained — includes a simple
instruction manual and link to
www.foldy.com.hk
* Keyboard Projector
Portable Charger
s Cables

.

Cost: HKS$6,500

MNAME A STAR GIFT BOX

Name a real star in the night sky. The star will
keep the name you choose forever! This is a
special present that can also be used to
remember someone by naming the star after
them.

What’s inside:
= Welcome Letter
Your Gift Explained
Star Registration Form For A New Star
Star Details Leaflet
Facts and Figures Booklet About Stars
Souwenir Poster of Your Star
Map of Location of Star

LI I I )

Cost: HKS5,000

RACING CAR EXPERIEMNCE

Hawve you ever wanted to be a race car driver?
MNow you have the chance with this
experience. Spend the whole day at the track
with a qualified professional driver.

What's included:

» Introduction and Briefing on Driving
Techniques

+ Hands-on Driving Session in a Race Car

= Driving Certificate

+ Photos and Video of You Driving
Around The Track

* A Race Against The Professional

Cost: HK$10,500

PAINT A PILLOWCASE

There are many different scenes to colour.
Change the mood with a different pillowcase. We
have florals, animals, abstract designs and images
of famous people. We can even print a made to
order pillowcase with the image of a loved one.

What's included:
= Pillowcase
= Set of 10 Colour Markers
= Motepad

Cost: HKS550
Made to order pillow case with image: HKS700

9ER?2 Part2 Q.7
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Task Name: World Festivals, Christmas Invitation, Secret Santa Giveaway &
Christmas Party Decorations (Website Extract, Sample Invitation and Instructions)

Task Content: The website extract is about festivals around the world. The additional
information focuses on celebrating one festival, Christmas.

Specific Information

e The majority of students were able to work out one feature unique to Christmas

celebrations.

Website Extract
2. A feature of the Chnistmas celebrations 1s

A pomg for a walk to the river
B. buying new clothes

-';mgma for others

D buying a sugar-candy coffin

Website Extract

=lo] =]
. | www.theholidaysampler.com

WORLD FESTIVALS

Christmas

This festival is held all over the world on
December 25™ People celebrate Christmas by
getting a tree and decorating it with ornaments.
They give sach other gifts and cards. In some
countries ‘caroling” is a special activity where
groups of people go through neighbourhoods
and sing special Christmas songs.

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.2

Task Name: Japan (Travel Brochure and Fact Sheet)

Task Content: The travel brochure highlights things that make Japan unique for
visitors. The fact sheet provides facts about Japan, its islands and cities.

Connecting Ideas

e Many students were able to work out when the cherry blossoms bloom.

Travel Brochure

1. Cherry blossoms start blooming

A inlate March
B. on television
C.  with the help of scientists

(D sprine

Travel Brochure

LET’S VISIT JAPAN
THE COUNTRY OF THE CHERRY BLOSSOM, RAMEN & SUMO WRESTLING

SAKURA OR CHERRY BLOSSOM RAMEN

Cherry blossom time runs from early March to Ramen spread from China to Japan. They are
the end of April. This time of year is very thin egg noodles served in a hot broth,

popular with both locals and visitors. flavoured with miso. Ramen are usually topped
Springtime in Japan is full of images of trees with slices of roast pork, bean sprouts,

awash with pink blossoms. sweetcorn and butter.

9ER3 Part 1 Q.3
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Secondary 3 Writing

Design of the Writing Papers

There are a total of three writing sub-papers, 9EW1, 9EW2, and 9EW3. In the sub-papers
there are three writing tasks.

Tasks Text Types

Book Review Competition Book Review
SKFGLR Secondary School 60™ Anniversary Celebrations | Article
Mystery Stories for the School Magazine Mystery Story

Students were instructed to complete a written assessment of about 150 words in 40

minutes.

Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competence in Writing Tasks

Students achieving basic competence in writing demonstrated the following characteristics:

e generally relevant and adequate content but with limited ideas and little or no

elaboration

e paragraphs generally developed based on prompts with an attempt to use cohesive

devices and sequence ideas appropriately

e the use of familiar vocabulary and simple language patterns with some degree of

appropriacy and accuracy to convey meaning

e reasonably comprehensible pieces of writing despite a fair number of language and/or

stylistic errors



Review — Book Review Competition (9EW1)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

In this task, students were asked to write a book review for the Book Review Competition.

Picture prompts were provided.

You are entering the ‘Book Review Competition’. Look at the poster and instructions and

write a review that provides information about the type of book, the author, what happens

in the story, the characters, and why you like/dislike the story.

You may use some of the ideas from the poster and instructions and/or your own ideas in your

writing. Write the review in about 150 words. Provide a title for your review.

INSTRUCTIONS

l‘

Book Review Competition|
Instructions and Rules

Write a review of a book you have read ~
remember to provide information about the
type of book it is, the author, the storyline,
the characters, and what you like/dislike about
the book.

Write the review in at least 150 words

Send entry via email to
englicheociety@skfglres.edu.hk

Entries cloce: 13 July 2018

ENTERNOW!

€D Book Review Competition

ARCHER SMITH

Ok WRITE ABOUT ANOTHER BOOK
THAT YOU HAVE READ___
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Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60" Anniversary Celebrations (9EW2)

In this task, students were asked to write an article about the anniversary celebrations held
at school. Picture prompts were provided.
The school celebrated its 60th anniversary last year. Write an article in which you explain the

different activities that were held to celebrate the anniversary, how successful they were,
why and how they benefitted students and the school community.

You may use some of the ideas from last year’s poster and/or your own ideas in your writing.
Write the article in about 150 words. Provide a title for your article.

SKFGLR Secondary School
60" Anniversary Celebrations

School Musical Echoal Fair
Dates: 2 — 7 January 2017 Dhate: 15 Februany 2017

Time Capsule
Date: 29 May 2017
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Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine (9EW3)

In this task, students were asked to write a mystery story. Picture prompts were provided.

You are Jackie Ho, a student at SKFGLR Secondary School. Your class is writing mystery
stories for the school magazine. Your teacher has given you a police report and some
pictures to help you to write a story.

You may use some of the ideas from the information provided and/or your own ideas in your

writing. Write the story in about 150 words. Provide a title for your story.

1F
,@ HK POLICE REPORT

PARTICULARS OF THE INCIDENT:

Reported theft
Date: 25 May 2018
Time of theft: between midnight and &:30am

Location: House &, Blackstone Gardens, Shatin
Details:
I Homeowner called police at 6235 am
I Police arrived on scene: 6:45 am
11N House looked broken into — see attached photos/information
n. Items reported stolen by owners Mr. and Mrs. Branston Smith

2 watdhes worth HESS, 000,000
1 diamond necklace worth HES 2,500,000

W.  Onwmers were asleep when the theft ocourred
Wi Onemer Mr. Branston Smith discovered the broken window when he went to get a
drink around 6:25 am - 5:30 am
WIL Forensics called to dust for fingerprints
WL Report filed at 9200 am

CASE SOLVED

Attachment
i
T
i
@"U /_:J
- & &
i TS

PN e A=

The Hong Kong News

Multimillionaire and wife
arrested!
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The following Student Exemplars are written compositions of students achieving basic

competence in writing and the characteristics mentioned previously.

Book Review — Book Review Competition (9EW1) - Student Exemplar 1

Title D

provided
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Annotation

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

- Student Exemplar 1

—)

—
1

A short but appropriate introduction but review fails to mention the type of
book or why the book is worth reviewing

There is a title which provides the name of the book — My Review of Wolf
On The Run

The writer also identifies the author of the book — Wolf On The Run by
David King

the review incorrectly takes the form of a letter to the editor with Dear
Editor and Yours faithfully, Chris Wong at the beginning and end of the
piece of writing

The piece has been formed into clear and distinct paragraphs that make
sense but the majority deal only with the story description

The writer doesn’t mention the type of book or explain why the book is
worth reviewing

There is also no mention of likes/dislikes or what makes it a book worth
reviewing until the last paragraph where some kind of revelation is
revealed — what the reader got from reading the book, but it is not clear
The last paragraph is also not a proper conclusion

The writer also mentions the characters — There were three main
characters. They at Vivian, Mike and Boss.

Errors in vocabulary/expression some of which do affect meaning and
understanding — (some can be worked out but some are unclear as to
meaning) — they at instead of they are, an expensive stone instead of an
expensive gem/diamond/ruby..., it was so excited instead of it was so
exciting, Bosss’ teroism was affected instead of Boss’s terrorism affected,
After I read this book something I got it instead of After I read this book I
understood the message,

1 with you doing some bad things you should hold the level. Don’t be too
much. — this is unclear as to meaning

Use of connectives — finally
Singular instead of plural — terrible thing instead of terrible things
Subject/verb agreement — they was instead of they were

Spelling mistakes are made — teroism instead of terrorism, toke instead of
took
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Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60" Anniversary Celebrations (9EW?2) -

Student Exemplar 2

Appropriate

title D
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 2

o 0

An appropriate title is provided for the article as is a suitable introduction:
SKFGLR Secondary School 60th Anniversary Celebrations

The piece of writing has an introductory paragraph which is topic related
and details the reason for writing the article

The story is divided into paragraphs that together make a cohesive article
about the SKFGLR anniversary celebrations

Three activities are mentioned — school musical, school fair and the time
capsule, but there is no mention of any benefits for the students or school
community

There is a short conclusion

There are errors in vocabulary and expression which sometimes affect
meaning

it had so many audience instead of there were many people in the
audience, to look the musical instead of fo watch the musical, all
community 1s mentioned but it is unclear what or who is meant by this, put
they must love thing instead of put their most loved items, this is the most
funny year about me instead of this was the best year for me, I wise instead
of I wish

Spelling mistakes are made — compatition instead of competition

There are tense issues — our school had celebrated instead of our school
celebrated, the musical is from instead of the musical was held from, sing
very well instead of sang very well

Punctuation — overuse of commas in the third paragraph so instead of there
being individual sentences that make up the paragraph, there is one long
sentence with parts separated by commas
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Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine (9EW3) - Student

Exemplar 3

Appr
title

T
I L 4
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 3

[

1

(

J

The writer has written an appropriate if short title — Robbery

A brief introduction has also been provided

Information has been copied from the prompts provided but it has been
integrated to make a story with limited elaboration so it does seem at times
that this is more of a report than a story

The conclusion isn’t clearly provided

There are errors in vocabulary and expression which sometimes affect
meaning — The time is between instead of It was between, and report filed
at instead of a report was filed, when he went to get a drink 6.25-6.30
instead of when he went to get a drink around 6.25-6.30, it only creat
instead of it had been made up/organised, At last instead of In the
end/Finally

Tense issues — 3 things are stolen instead of 3 things were stolen, the theft
was happen instead of the theft happened, the theft is not real instead of the
theft was not real, they are arrested instead of they were arrested, no one
knows instead of no one knew

Spelling mistakes are made — occured instead of occurred, quitely instead
of quietly/quickly, poice instead of police, creat instead of create/organised
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Secondary 3 Speaking

12 or 24 students (depending on the school size) were randomly selected from each school
to participate in the oral assessment. A standard of basic competency in speaking was not
set due to the relatively small sample size of students. However, a summary of the overall
performance levels of students is given in the section ‘General Comments on S.3 Student

Performances’.

Good Performance of Secondary 3 Students in Territory-
wide System Assessment 2018

Secondary 3 Listening

Good Performance in Listening Tasks

Students with good performance did well at basic competency level and they were also
able to correctly answer a range of higher order questions as well as demonstrate the

ability to:

e understand topics, ideas, information, preferences, intentions and attitudes in simple
spoken texts in familiar and unfamiliar topics

e extract specific information, connect ideas and work out meanings of words using
contextual clues

e discriminate between intonation for a range of purposes when dialogues were

delivered clearly and in generally familiar accents

For task contents please refer to the “Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving
Basic Competence in Listening Tasks” Section.

Task Name: Hong Kong Comic Convention and Cosplay (Discussion and Interview).
This task has a section for students to fill in blanks while they listen to the
discussion.

Specific Information

e The more able students were able to work out who Sarah was dressed as when
they heard Mark the TeenTV Reporter say ‘Hi Sarah. You're a Cosplayer,
dressed as Sea Star from the Japanese Manga Ocean Wide...”

2. Sarah the Cosplaver 1s dressed as

A Ocean Wide
B. aJapanese Manga

Sca Star

D. mnone of the above

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.2
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Task Name: Robbery (Interview).

Connection — cohesive devices

e The more able students were capable of connecting all of Peter’s information and

working out the time of the robbery.

‘Peter — Student: It was around 12.40. I was eating lunch at the Super Snack
Shop with Molly and Sam. We heard a loud bang and saw a man running....’

2. The robbery happened

armmd lunchtime
B. at the Super Snack Shop
C. atschool

D. 1n the street

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.2

Task Name: TV Entertainment Report (Conversation and Report)

Connection — cohesive devices

e Students with the best performance were capable of working out why students

needed permission when they heard Mr. Tong and the students talking.

‘Mr. Tong — teacher: The principal has given permission for the reporters to

attend events and do interviews, as long as there is an adult supervising.
Roger — student: An adult supervising. Why?

Sandy — student: Oh Roger, think about it. Most of those events take place at
night and we’re school students aged between 12 and 16. We need a supervisor

to look after us — school rules.’

3. The main reason students need permission 15

A all stars are supervised by adults

the school rules say so

C. the supervisor can only go at night
D. stars only go out at night

9ELI Part 3/9EL2 Part 2 Q.3
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Task Name: Computer Club (Meeting and Discussion)

Specific Information

¢ Students with the best performance were capable of working out which games had
upgrades and changes when they heard Tom say ‘I worked on Sushi Papa and
The Hidden Treasure. I think I still have some of the planned upgrades and

changes somewhere.’

13. Upgrades and changes may be available for

A Princess and Sushi Papa

B. The Hidden Treasure and Enter The Deep
C. Enter The Deep and Princess

Eushr’ Papa and The Hidden Treasure

9EL2 Part 1 Q.13

Task Name: Lonely Phone (Poem)
Main ldea

e The more able students were able to work out the possible title for the poem after
listening to the poem about the phone and all of the things it did and was able to
do.

8. The title of the poem 1s “Lonely Phone’. Another title could be

A The Phone Doesn’t Work

-f[j.' Phone Has A Mind Of Tts Own
C. My Phone Does Nothing On Its Own
D. INeed A New Phone

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.8



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Good Performance in Reading Tasks

Secondary 3 Reading

Students with good performance did well at the basic competency level and they were also

able to correctly answer a range of higher order questions as well as:

e use a wider range of reading strategies to understand the meaning of texts with some
degree of complexity

e demonstrate ability to use strategies to determine the meaning of texts written on
familiar and unfamiliar topics and for various purposes, contexts and audiences

e extract or locate specific information from different text-types such as an article, a poem,
brochures, a fact sheet, a website extract, sample invitation, and instructions as well as
a poster and programme and a blog and report extract

¢ use inference skills in certain passages with familiar topics

For task contents please refer to the “Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving

Basic Competence in Reading Tasks” Section.

Task Name: Short BUT Interesting Tidbits (Online News Articles)

Dictionary Skills

e Students with the best performance were capable of working out the meaning of

the word ‘unique’ in conjunction with the meanings and examples provided.

=l3] x]
= | www.shortBU lint.hk.com

Short BUT Interesting Tidbits continued. ..

Sales records were broken in the Asian art world yesterday. At the sales held by Smiths & Sapphire, a
rare black and blue diamond had everyone buzzing.

The diamond is unique because it is uncut, very large
and has a strange colouring.
It was sold to an Asian collector for HK$700.9 million
TUncut diamonds can be kept in one piece or cot info
smaller pieces. If it is cut into pieces, it counld malke the
S _ogo°

collector even more money.

@ o ©

8 The best meaming that comresponds to the word “umique’ 1n the story 1s

1 ({ady.) having no equal skills 2. (ady.) hnuted to a gmiven class, situation or area

Bob was unigue when he The koala is a species unigue to Australia.
plaved baskhetball.

3 (adj.) the only one of its kind 4. (adj.) hmited to a single outcome or result
It was a unique painting found These types of problems have unigue
shortly after the artist died. solutions.

A 1

B. 2

D 4

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.8
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Task Name: I Tried To Find A Dinosaur (Poem)
Main Idea

e The more able students were able to work out the possible title for the poem after

reading the poem about the boy trying to find a dinosaur.

| Tried to Find a Dinosaur

| tried to find a dinosaur.
I started in my yard.
I dug and dug for days and days.

The work was long and hard.

I dug through dirt and mud and muck.
I dug through rocks and soil.
My arms grew sore. My legs grew weak

from all the sweat and toil.

I shoveled tons of gravel out.
I mowved a bunch of stones,
until, at last, to my surprise,

I found some fossil bones.

I put the bones together in
my bedroom on the floor.

When | was done, those bones had formed

a half a dinosaur.

My parents weren't too happy when
I told them of my goal.

I found a half a dinosaur,

but then they found the haole.

8. The poem is called “I Tried to Find a Dinosaur”. Tt could also be called

A I Made My Parents Angry
B. IFound Some Bones
C. My Yard Now Has A Hole

1 of the above

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.8
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Task Name: World Pet Day (Blog Page and Report Extract)

Dictionary skills

e Students with the best performance were capable of working out the meaning of

the word ‘factors’ in conjunction with the meanings and examples provided.

Report

Pet Ownership In Hong Kong Report

Dog Ownership Around The World

Pet Ownership in Hong Kong Report

Pet ownership is on the increase in Hong Kong and around the world. In Hong Kong the number of
pet owners has increased, but compared to other places, pet ownership is still quite low.
A number of factors affect pet ownership in Hong Kong.

FACTORS AFFECTING PET
OWMNERSHIP IN HONG
KONG

*  Flat size

11. Look at the word “factors™. Which meaning corresponds to the word 1n the section?

1. (n) one of two or more numbers 2
that when multiphed together
produce a product

6 and 3 are factors af 18.

3. (n) business organisations that lend 4
money or buy and collect accounts

The factors bought the accounis
belonging to the bankrupt firms.

nwp
Wb e

9ER1 Part 3 Q.11

(n) any substances necessary for a process
The chemical factors needed jor the recipe to
work were not known.

(n) one of the things contributing to a result

Poverty is only one gf the jactors in the
crime that he committed.
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Task Name: Gift Finder (Brochure Page)

Connection between ideas

e The more able students understood what the procedures were after a star was
named.

Brochure Page

GIFT FINDER

Don't know what to buy for that special someone because they have everything?
Mo worries! We have done the hard work for you. Take a look at our special gift suggestions.

FOLDY INVISIBLE KEYBOARD NAME A STAR GIFT BOX
This keyboard is great for working anywhere, MName a real star in the night sky. The star will
Just take your phone or tablet and sit at a keep the name you choose forever! This is a
table, or put it on any flat surface and you are special present that can also be used to
good fo go! remember someone by naming the star after
Bluetooth connectivity makes it easy to use. them.

What's inside: What's inside:
* Welcome Letter s Welcome Letter
* Your Gift Explained — includes a simple * Your Gift Explained

instruction  manual and link to
www.foldy.com.hk

Star Registration Form For A New Star

* Star Details Leaflet
* Keyboard Projector * Facts and Figures Booklet About Stars
* Portable Charger * Souvenir Poster of Your Star
* Cables * Map of Location of Star
Cost: HKS6,500 Cost: HKS5,000

4. After naming, the star also has to be

A explamed in detail
B. located on a map
C. registered

1 of the above

9ER2 Part 2 Q.4
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Task Name: World Festivals, Christmas Invitation, Secret Santa Giveaway &
Christmas Party Decorations (Website Extract, Sample Invitation and Instructions)

Specific Information

e Students were able to work out who would give the presents to the students.

Instructions for the Secret Santa Giveaway & School Decorations for the Christinas Party

..

Instructions for the Secret Santa Giveaway
Each student will be asked to buy a present valuaed between S10 & $20.

Wrap your present and give it to Mrs. Mack or Mr. Tai.
All presents will be placed under the Christmas tree in the hall.

Before the end of the Christmas party, Mrs. Tsui, the School Supervisor,
and the Principal will give the presents to the class teachers.

All students will then be given a different present in the hall by their
class teachers.

—

Instructions for the Secret Santa Giveaway
12. The person(s) who will hand out the Secret Santa presents to students is/are ;

A Mis. Mack and Mr. Ta
B. the Prncipal
C. Mrs. Tsm

e class teachers

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.12

Task Name: Japan (Travel Brochure and Fact Sheet)

Connection between ideas

e Able students were able to ascertain why there are not many foreign sumo
wrestlers.

SUMO WRESTLING...

is a professional sport in Japan. It is also a way of life. The
wrestlers fight in a ring called a dohyo. They also wear a special
hair style called an oichomage. The sport appeals to many
foreigners because it is exotic. Many have tried to break into the
ranks but few succeeded until recent years. The language factor
has made it difficult, as has the way of life of the sumo wrestler.

Travel Brochure

7. Not many foreigners are sumo wrestlers because

A sumo wrestling 1s very dangerous

t 1s a difficult sport to get into

C. only Japanese men know how to wear the oichomage
D. foreigners are not allowed in the dohyo

9ER3 Part 1 Q.7
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Secondary 3 Writing

Most students with good performance in writing demonstrated competence and an attempt

to communicate relevant ideas, information, opinions and feelings appropriate to the

context and purpose.

The following Student Exemplars are written passages that have the following

characteristics:

relevant content and ideas expressed effectively

adequate overall planning and organisation

paragraphs developed with supporting details

coherent links within and between paragraphs

a wider range of vocabulary and language patterns used appropriately

few grammatical, spelling, capitalisation and punctuation mistakes

features used correctly with few tense shifts and a better focus on the subject and event

clear understanding of the audience and format as well as context and purpose



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Book Review — Book Review Competition (9EW1) - Student Exemplar 4
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 4

This is a good piece of writing that has an appropriate title — My Review of
Sakura in High School and a simple but effective introduction

L o 4
o——¢ The writer designates the type of story that is being reviewed — a romance

and also a comedy

It also has an extremely short conclusion and opinion of the book —
Therefore I like this book.

Features of a book review are evident
The story is described in detail

The first paragraph starts with a question which is an interesting way to get
the reader’s attention

The writer is indirect in saying that what is written is a review — To judge a
book whether it is good or bad....... but also having a review of the book.

Ideas are generally expressed clearly and effectively with elaboration and
the writer talks about the characters Hana and Daniel, the differences in
their lives, and the message of the book

The third paragraph is the longest and proceeds to explain the storyline of
the book

Some spelling mistakes are made — romanticly instead of romantically,
truely instead of truly, congradulation instead of congratulations

Expressions/vocabulary used are good but there are attempts to use more
difficult structures and this is where mistakes are made — catches visitors
eyeballs instead of catches visitors’ attention, Such a gorgeous remark can
surely persuade you to read this book instead of A great recommendation
for a book, draw the attention of instead of get the attention of, with no
hesitation instead of without a doubt, lives in a poor condition instead of
lives in a bad neighbourhood/lives in a cheap/crappy house/home, she
doesn’t feel reluctant to her condition instead of she is not embarrassed by
her home, sits as a neighbour side to Hana instead of sits next to Hana,
afraid of being a couple with Daniel instead of afraid of being together
with Daniel/afraid of being Daniel’s girlfriend
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60" Anniversary Celebrations (9EW2) -
Student Exemplar 5
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 5

2,
D>
>

-
O
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Pl

An appropriate title is provided for the article — SKFGLR Secondary
School 60™ Anniversary Celebrations

The writer has provided an introduction which outlines the start of the
article.

The conclusion is appropriate and contains an explanation/reiteration of the
benefits of the activities

The purpose of writing is clear.

The piece has been formed into paragraphs that make sense and link
together to form a complete article

The writer explains three activities and provides an explanation of why the
activities were beneficial except that for all three activities mentioned, the

benefits are the same — raising money for the school for further

development

The writer uses etc., it is better to write everything out in full, particularly
in this case as there would not be a never ending list of activities or things
the school would be able to buy for the students with the money raised

Some minor spelling mistakes are made — coorporated instead of
cooperated, poisened instead of poisoned

Some errors in expression have also been made but these do not affect
meaning or understanding — varieties of activities were held instead of a
number of various activities were held/various activities were held, in the
school fair instead of at the school fair, all participants felt joyful and
enjoyable instead of all participants felt joy and enjoyed themselves, was
held on Christmas instead of was held before/at Christmas time/on
Christmas Day, raise money for the school for further development instead
of raise money for the further development of the school, enjoyed a great
time instead of had a great time/enjoyed themselves

to join instead of take part in/participate in/attend



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine (9EW3) - Student

Exemplar 6

Title D

provided
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 6

T

C
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Appropriate title provided — The Theft

An introduction that sets the scene and start of the story has been provided

The writer has included dialogue which adds to the story

Appropriate conclusion

The writer uses paragraphing, but some paragraphs are only one sentence
long. Organisation of the writing could be better and would result in more
defined paragraphing and fewer one-sentence paragraphs.

The piece has a clear introduction, body and conclusion.

The writer used the information provided in the prompts but also added to
it to round out the story — the owner went to drink orange juice, there is a
dark web site that is used to hire the thief, the people who were robbed
were targets, there was also a plan to kidnap Mr. and Mrs. Smith’s children
but that failed, there were three people behind the thefts — the thief and the
masterminds

Good range and use of topic specific vocabulary and expressions —
questioned by police, who was a suspect as the fingerprints were his, find
out who was behind this, who hired him, greedy woman, they hired a thief,
he was given a mission

There are minor errors in expression but they do not affect meaning— there
was an accident instead of there was an incident, as the result instead of as
a result, much money instead of lots of money, they had bad relationship
with instead of they had a bad relationship with, theft cases instead of
thefts/cases of theft, in these months instead of during these few months/in
these few months

Tense — the theft was occurring instead of the theft had occurred
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Secondary 3 Speaking

Individual Presentation

Students with good speaking skills were competent in the following four areas: ‘ideas and

organisation’, ‘vocabulary and language patterns’, ‘pronunciation and delivery’ and

‘strategies for oral communication’.

Students expressed ideas, information and opinions that were relevant and reasonably

clear with supporting details.

Students were capable of using varied and appropriate language patterns and

vocabulary to enrich their presentation.

They could also speak fluently with few errors in pronunciation and use intonation to

enhance their presentation.

They showed an awareness of their audience by maintaining good eye contact with the

oral examiners.

Group Interaction

Students with good speaking skills were competent in conveying ideas intelligibly as well

as using simple strategies for effective oral communication.

Students could respond to relevant ideas with supporting details provided. They
demonstrated a good range of vocabulary and were reasonably clear in expressing
opinions. Pronunciation of familiar and unfamiliar words was generally clear and

accurate.

Students could use various strategies for oral communication. They could maintain
interaction through a range of communicative strategies, such as posing questions to
elicit opinions from other group members by asking ‘What’s your opinion?’ and ‘What
do you think?’ They also encouraged other members to further elaborate their ideas by
saying things like ‘Can you tell us more about...” and ‘What do you think...” They

were effective group facilitators.
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General Comments on Secondary 3 Student
Performances

Secondary 3 Listening

Students at the Basic Competency level performed well with extracting specific
information from spoken texts. They could understand conversations supported by
context, careful or slowed speech, repetitions or rephrasing. They could distinguish
most common word-order patterns but had difficulty with tense shifts and more

complex sentence structures.
Students were also able to work out the sequence of events.

Most students understood simple texts with familiar topics. Generally students could
work out the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions when a simple and familiar

context was given.

A considerable number of students were also able to select answers based on contextual

clues provided as well as connect ideas.
Generally students were able to identify the context provided.

Students were able to distinguish a speaker’s feelings/reactions from the information

provided.

Secondary 3 Reading

Most students were capable of locating specific information in different text types.
Most students were capable of locating information in simple charts.

Students were also able to analyse and integrate relevant points from one or more than

one text.

Many students could interpret the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions using

contextual clues/provided meanings and examples.
Students were able to infer meaning from the context provided.

Many students were able to understand the connection between ideas and also locate

information to support or connect ideas.

Students could also identify main ideas/details that support a main idea using the

information provided.

Many students were able to work out simple rhymes when reading a poem.
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Secondary 3 Writing

Students writing well-organised paragraphs and providing additional details for their

ideas scored 3 and 4 for Content and Language.

Students scoring 2 or 1 for Content and Language tended to provide few ideas and

generally based their writing on the prompts.

Off-topic writing passages were awarded 0 for Content and Features and did not score

more than a 2 for Organisation and Language.

Using a wider range of vocabulary with fewer grammatical errors, capable students
could provide more supporting details to their main ideas in their writing. (Student
exemplar #4 — Book Review — Book Review Competition and student exemplar #5 —
Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60th Anniversary Celebrations and exemplar #6
— Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine)

Although students could write well-organised paragraphs, few could elaborate in great
detail on the topic and generally based their comments on the prompts/pictures provided.
(Student exemplar #1 — Book Review — Book Review Competition, student exemplar
#2 — Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60th Anniversary Celebrations and
exemplar #3 — Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine) Many
students used the prompts to write a report of the theft, rather than a story based on the
theft. (Student exemplar #3 — Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine)

Students with better writing skills could develop well-organised paragraphs and could,
for instance, provide detailed information about the book/storyline and characters,
commenting on what they liked about the story, what had prompted the characters to act
the way they did, as well as give reasons as to why a person should read this story. They
elaborated on the prompts provided and also added their own information and other
activities that were run to celebrate the school anniversary. Students also used their own
personal knowledge to write informative and interesting stories providing detailed
information about how the thief was recruited, why the theft took place and police
procedures. (Student exemplar #4 — Book Review — Book Review Competition, student
exemplar #5 — Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60th Anniversary Celebrations
and exemplar #6 — Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine)

When writing the story students generally used simple vocabulary and language
patterns and their ideas generally lacked elaboration or connection to the topic — for
example, the focus seemed to be on the report/picture prompts. Errors in spelling and
grammar were evident and comprehension was sometimes hindered. Generally students
also avoided using dialogue in their stories. (Student exemplar #3 — Mystery Story —
Mystery Stories for the School Magazine)
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Students, in many instances, misused common words and expressions. They also
misspelled common words and it was evident that proofreading was not being done.
It was also evident that some students were hindered by their inability to use simple
tenses as well as using the singular or plural. (Student exemplar #2 and exemplar #3 —
Mystery Story — Mystery Stories for the School Magazine)

Many students also used etc. when they should have provided more examples.
(Student exemplars #2 and #5 — Article — SKFGLR Secondary School 60th
Anniversary Celebrations)

Secondary 3 Speaking

Overall speaking performance

Students were generally able to present relevant ideas clearly, though some had

difficulties in organising their ideas coherently.

Although some students used limited vocabulary, basic sentence structures or
inaccurate grammatical structures, they understood the tasks and made a good attempt
to share their ideas logically.

Individual Presentation

Most students could support their ideas with adequate examples and deliver their
presentation using simple language patterns and familiar vocabulary. Some of them,

however, relied heavily on the given prompts and could not elaborate their ideas.

Some students were unfamiliar with some key words and made errors in their
pronunciation, for example, ‘guest’, ‘fitness’, ‘service visit’, ‘celebrity’, ‘mascot’,
‘closing ceremony’, ‘social service’, ‘local ’, ‘social media’, ‘rules’, ‘views’, and

‘reaction’.

Some weaker students read directly from their notes and did not make eye contact with

their audience as well as relying on memorized phrases.

Group Interaction

Although most students could express and respond to ideas that were relevant to the
topics, some of them failed to elaborate their ideas in greater detail. Some weaker
students managed to join the discussion with the help of more capable students or the

prompts provided.

Students could generally use a limited range of formulaic expressions to respond to

others, for example, ‘I agree with you’, ‘That’s very good. .. I think that’.

Most students were able to sustain the discussion. Although some students responded

very well to others’ ideas before adding their own points, many of them responded



their own ‘individual presentations’, evidencing limited interaction strategies or
knowledge of how to continue. Greater amounts of ‘fixed’ turn-taking (ie one student
after another and this fixed order would be followed by the students instead of turn-
taking being determined by those with ideas to contribute) were evident and
conversations were stilted and unnatural as a result. Students also used ‘I agree’ but
failed to add anything more as an explanation of why they agreed with what had been
said — again evidence of limited understanding of interaction strategies or knowledge of

how to interact to keep the discussion going naturally. Others just paraphrased what

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

mechanically or unnaturally to others with limited eye contact and continued by making

other students had said, contributing little to the conversation.

Overview of Student Performances in English Language
at Secondary 3 Territory-wide System Assessment 2016-

2018

The percentage of S.3 students achieving Basic Competency in 2018 was 69.8 %. The

percentage for the year 2017 was 69.7 % as shown in Table 7.19.

Table 7.19 Percentages of S.3 Students Achieving English Language Basic

Competency in 2016-2018

Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
2016 69.6
2017 69.7
2018 69.8

An overview of Student Performances in English Language at S.3 Territory-wide

System Assessment 2016-2018 provides useful information on how teachers can help

students improve their skills. Table 7.20 summarises such an overview.
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8. MATHEMATICS

Results of Primary 3 Mathematics in Territory-wide
System Assessment 2018

The percentage of Primary 3 students achieving Mathematics Basic Competency in

2018 is 88.0%.
Primary 3 Assessment Design

The assessment tasks for P.3 were based on the Basic Competency at the end of KS1 for
the Mathematics Curriculum (Trial Version) and the Mathematics Education Key
Learning Area — Mathematics Curriculum Guide (P1-P6) (2000). The Assessment
covered the four dimensions of the Mathematics Primary 1 to 3 curriculum, i.e. Number,
Measures, Shape & Space and Data Handling, and tested the concepts, knowledge,

skills and applications relevant to these dimensions.

The Assessment included items in a number of formats based on the context of the
question, including fill in the blanks, answers only and answers involving working steps
as well as multiple choice. Some of the test items consisted of sub-items. Besides
finding the correct answers, students were also tested on the ability to present their
solutions to problems, including writing out necessary statements, mathematical

expressions and explanations.

The Assessment consisted of 96 test items (134 score points) covering all the 49 Basic
Competency Descriptors of the four dimensions. These items were grouped into four
sub-papers, each 40 minutes in duration and covered all four dimensions. Some items
appeared in more than one sub-paper to act as inter-paper links and to enable the
equating of test scores. Each student was required to attempt only one of the four sub-
papers. The number of items in the various sub-papers is summarized in Table 8.1.

These numbers include overlapping items.
Table 8.1 Number of Items and Score Points for P.3

No. of Items (Score Points)
Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper 4 Total*
Mathematics
Written Paper
Number | 16(19) 14(19) 16(19) 15(19) 41(52)
Measures 8(13) 10(14) 8(12) 9(12) 28(39)
Shape and Space 7(10) 7(9) 7(10) 7(10) 21(29)
Data Handling 2(4) 2(4) 2(5) 2(5) 6(14)
Total | 33(46) 33(46) 33(46) 33(46) 96(134)

* Ttems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
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Performance of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in 2018

Primary 3 Number Dimension

Students’ performance in the Number Dimension was good. P.3 students were able to
recognize the place values of digits in a whole number. They were capable of
performing addition, subtraction, multiplication and division of whole numbers as well
as the mixed operations. In general, students were able to solve application problems
and showed working steps in their solutions. They understood the basic concepts of
fractions and were able to compare fractions. However, some students were not able to
master the computational rule of doing ‘multiplication before addition’ or
‘multiplication before subtraction’. Further comments on students’ performance are

provided below with examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

Understanding basic concepts of whole numbers and fractions

e Students performed very well in recognizing the place values of digits in a whole

number (e.g. Q1/M1, Q1/M3) and the values represented by the digits (e.g. Q2/M2).

e The majority of students were able to express a whole number in Arabic numerals
(e.g. Q2/M1) and order or write 5-digit numbers (e.g. Q3/M1, Q3/M3). However, in
Q3/M1, a few students failed to give the correct answer according to specified

criteria.

Q3/M1

B —fEk 9899 K » Xtb 10234 ey B # - | g \ZIG
L

Answer: _ 19119

® Most students were capable of using a fraction to represent part of a whole (e.g.
QI15/M1, QI12/M2). However, in Q13/M4, a small proportion of students

misunderstood the meaning of the context due to carelessness in reading the question.

Q13/M4

» R fREy R F A

"
"

FFLA 8 RiT4E 23K &

L
L

B

) )
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(a) RFLA

R

4]

(b) S ipfiie —— -

&)

(a)

(k)

There are = glasses of fruitl juice on the

table.

a
8]

of the whole is milk.

® Most students could recognize the relationship between fractions and 1 as the whole
(e.g. Q13(a)/M2). However, in Q16(a)/M1, a few students misunderstood that the

3
value of 3 is greater than that of 2.

¢ Students were generally able to compare fractions (e.g. Q16(b)/M1, QI13(b)/M2,

Q14/M2, Q15/M4) but a few were quite weak in comparing fractions with the same

numerators.

Q16(b)y/M1

Q14/M2

=4

o0 L

5

7

(b) AZHAELBEHHT -

]

EFEFEAR  MIELEH 5

1 1
R2UE 5 BELSH -

i%}éﬂ;!:*f %o/

(*EHER)

Performing basic calculations with whole numbers

e Students were good at performing the addition of whole numbers including carrying
and repeated addition of 3-digit numbers (e.g. Q4/M1, Q3/M4). In Q4/M3, most

students were able to answer question involving the commutative property of

addition.

® The majority of students performed steadily in the subtraction of 3-digit numbers,

involving decomposition and repeated subtraction (e.g. Q5/M1, Q6/M1, Q5/M3).

e Students were able to perform the multiplication of whole numbers up to 1 digit by 3
digits involving carrying (e.g. Q7/M1, Q6/M2, Q6/M3). In Q5/M4, most students

were able to answer question involving the commutative property of multiplication.

e Students could generally perform the division of 3-digit numbers with 1-digit number
(e.g. Q8/M1, Q7/M3, Q8/M4). However, in Q8/M1, a few students mistook ‘110 or
‘110...2’ for the answer. In Q7/M3, a small proportion of students failed to put a ‘0’

in the quotient and chose the incorrect option B.
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® The majority of students were able to perform the mixed operations of addition and
subtraction including small brackets (e.g. Q7/M4). Generally students could handle
the mixed operations involving multiplication and subtraction/addition (e.g. Q9/M1,
Q8/M3) but some of them neglected the computational rule of doing ‘multiplication

before subtraction’ or ‘multiplication before addition’.

QM1 Q8/M3
210 - 10%x 8 =
O A 80
O B. 130 5+9"~'4T_._6Q_
OO 200
@ D 1600

Solving application problems

e Students in general were able to solve simple application problems involving
addition, subtraction, multiplication, division or mixed operations (e.g. Q10/M1,
QIl1/M1, Q12/M1, Q9/M2, Q9/M3, Q11/M3). They demonstrated working steps in
presenting their solution as well (e.g. Q14/M1, Q10/M2, Q11/M2, Q12/M3).

¢ In Q14/M1, most students did well in showing the correct solution.

Ql14/M1
S o E\. ) Qoo -(485 1235)
E-a'-ﬁ +I% =9&L0 - Tlo
9o - 135235 - 240
= 475-225 \ 240 £ craft paper
— 2 peces o pape
woleh) ae el

® In Q10/M2, a small proportion of students mistook multiplication to solve
application problems involving division. A few students mixed up the ‘dividend’
with the ‘divisor’ in writing the mathematical expression, though they still got the

correct answer.

Q10/M2
Wb XY Yo 24%
=T3z) =41
Gt 47392 TRPLE 55
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¢ Although students could write the correct mathematical expressions, a few made

mistakes in their calculations and got the wrong answers (e.g. Q11/M2, Q12/M3).

QI1/M2 QI2/M3
br3x b Qo-ctx 1)
A =%o-5%
=6 =36
There are 6b €995 Af heme ow. 148 Aze

® The minority of students did not understand the questions and could not solve the

application problems (e.g. Q11/M2, Q12/M3).

QI M2 QI2/M3
@ﬂi{lﬂﬁ% _[\ZE}?;S x7
x3+6 =574

- 20 (§)

(t32h5 1z

¢ The majority of students were able to solve problems involving the subtraction or the
division of money (e.g. Q13/M1, Q13/M3). However, in Q13/M1, a few students
could not perform subtraction involving decomposition. They mistook ‘12 dollars
and 20 cents’ for the answer. A few students were careless in reading the question

and mistook addition for subtraction.

Q13/Ml1

/ | ferfrafrrPatys

Primary 3 Measures Dimension

—HETEL—TELRK

21 L - g e

The performance of students was good in this dimension. The students were able to
identify and use Hong Kong money as well as read price tags. Most of them were
capable of comparing the length and weight of objects and the capacity of containers.
They were capable of choosing appropriate tools for measuring the length and the

weight as well as choosing appropriate units of measurement.

Most students were able to tell the time on a clock face or a digital clock. Students in

general were able to read the dates on a calendar and apply the ‘24-hour time’. There
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was room for improvement in their performance on inferring the duration of activities.
Further comments on students’ performance are provided below with examples from

different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

Hong Kong money

® Most students could identify Hong Kong money (e.g. Q15/M2) but a few of them
failed to read the price tags (e.g. Q17(a)/M1, Q16(a)/M2).

~ % }é weme 75 = K0 a-

¢ Students were able to use Hong Kong money (e.g. Q17(b)/M1) and carry out simple

Q17(a)/M1

money exchanges (e.g. Q17/M4). However, some students could not give the correct
change (e.g. Q16(b)/M2).

Q16(b)/M2
@ -e¥rasmr __ 8 x_ b a-
(b) Akt
Heye 4w
/7
|
|I
® )
@ 9 o
Knowledge of time

¢ The majority of students were able to write the correct dates (e.g. Q19(a)/M2) and
days of a week (e.g. Q19(b)/M1, Q19(b)/M2). Only a very small proportion of the
students did not give the correct number of days under specific conditions (e.g.
Q19(a)/M1).

® Most students were capable of telling the time shown on a digital clock (e.g.
Q20(a)/M1) or a clock face (e.g. Q20(a)/M4). However, some of them were not able
to measure the duration of an activity using ‘hours’ and ‘minutes’ (e.g. Q20(b)/M1,
Q20(b)/M4).



MATHEMATICS

Q20(b)/M1

BRFELFEL

e ERMmT Nl heF 45 Hae

¢ Students understood and applied the ’24-hour time’ correctly. However, a small

number of students could not find the starting time of an activity (e.g. Q19(a)/M3).

Q19(a)/M3

Starting Time

First Show 15:20

Second Show 16:35

The first “‘Dolphin Show'® starts at

15 minute(s) past 20 in the

* morning /[ ‘afternoon) .

(*Circle the answer)

Length, distance, weight and capacity
® Most students were able to directly compare the length of objects (e.g. Q17/M2)

except a small proportion of them could not use improvised units to compare the
lengths of different objects (e.g. Q18/M4).

Q18/M4

WEA

XD
#¥5
R LtB=HuEN A

RumAnE*A /(B / C
(*BHEEXR)
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® Most students were capable of using the finger width as an ‘ever-ready ruler’ for

measuring the length of an object (e.g. Q18/M1).

¢ The majority of students were capable of using a ruler to measure the length of an
object except a small proportion confused ‘centimetre’ (cm) with ‘millimetre’ (mm)
(e.g. Q20/M3).

Q20/M3

wErswfrr 31 om-

[ [@S1i2 Candies @S|

. WREwEAEL QU cm-

| ¥
™~

¢ The majority of students were good at the representation and comparison of distances

given in ‘kilometre’ (km) (e.g. Q18/M3).

® The majority of students were able to choose suitable units for recording lengths (e.g.
Q24(b)/M1, Q22(a)/M3) and the distance between two places (e.g. Q21/M4).
However, a small proportion of students did not grasp the concept of ‘metre’ (m) and

‘kilometre’ (km).

Q21/M4

Eok BN AW L2 MMEMRY IS T .

® The majority of students were able to compare the weight of objects directly (e.g.
Q21/M3) and use improvised units to measure/compare the weights of different
objects (e.g. Q21/M2).

® The majority of students were capable of measuring the weight of objects using

‘gram’ (g) or ‘kilogram’ (kg) (e.g. Q21(a)/M1, Q22/M2). They also performed well
in comparing the weights of two objects (e.g. Q21(b)/M1).

® The majority of students were capable of choosing suitable units for measuring the
weight of objects (e.g. Q24(a)/M1) but some of them confused the unit of weight
with that of length (e.g. Q22(b)/M3).

Q22(b)/M3

— Mg € 130 _cm .
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® The majority of students were able to choose the appropriate measuring tools for

measuring the weight of objects (e.g. Q22/M4).

® The majority of students were also able to compare the capacity of containers
directly (e.g. Q22/M1) and use improvised units to measure and compare the

capacity of containers (e.g. Q23/M4).

¢ The majority of students could measure the capacity of containers using ‘litre’ (L) or
‘millilitre’ (mL) (e.g. Q23/M1, Q23/M2) whereas the performance of a few was

relatively weak in reading the scale on a measuring cup.

Q23/M2

EEBEPESA Rl b KB 2 EHRE -

€

FEPHETA 200 mL-

® The majority of students were able to choose appropriate measuring tools for

measuring the capacity of containers (e.g. Q23/M3).

Primary 3 Shape & Space Dimension

The performance of students was stable in the Shape & Space Dimension. The majority
of students were able to identify 2-D shapes, compare the size of angles, recognize right
angles and the four directions. Students in general mastered the basic concepts of curves,
parallel lines and perpendicular lines. The performance of students was comparatively
weak in identifying 3-D shapes. Further comments on students’ performance are

provided below with examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.
3-D Shapes

® The majority of students were capable of identifying cones (e.g. Q25/M2).
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Q25/M2
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® In Q26/M1, some students confused prisms with rectangles.

Q26/M1
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® The majority of students were able to classify 3-D shapes (e.g. a cylinder in
Q25(a)/M1). However, some students confused pyramids with cones (e.g.
Q25(b)/M1).

Q25/M1

Q .
-

(a) W#: _

(b AM:ED
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® About half of the students failed to recognize prisms. For instance, in Q26(a)/M2,

they confused prisms with pyramids. Moreover, a small number of students mistook
cylinders for spheres (e.g. Q26(b)/M2).

Q26/M2

v
.

¢
I

@ Ai: B A

(b)

A

E

(a) Prism(s): P’.‘..;.E',:D
(b) Sphere(s): F{-}E

® Most students were able to compare the heights of objects (e.g. Q29/M2).

2-D Shapes

® The majority of students could identify 2-D shapes including squares, rhombuses,
trapeziums and pentagons (e.g. Q28(a)/M1, Q27/M2, Q27/M3). However, a number
of students confused a hexagon with a pentagon (e.g. Q28(b)/M1).

Q28(b)yM1
(b) HHR: A Hexagon(s): A,D

® The majority of students were able to group 2-D shapes (e.g. Q27/M2, Q28/M4).
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However, a few of them could not group 2-D shapes according to the number of

sides. They confused a pentagon with a star-shaped figure (e.g. Q28(b)/M4).

J
B

L
san: A

Q28(b)/M4

® The majority of students were capable of recognizing isosceles triangles and right-
angled triangles (e.g. Q27/M1, Q29/M4). However, some of them mistook isosceles
triangles for right-angled triangles (e.g. Q28/M2).

Q28/M2

> A
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CAR)/ $m / ¥E ZAB-
C"HHEEER)

® Most students could recognize the relative positions of two 2-D shapes (e.g.
Q25/M3).

Q25/M3
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Straight Lines and Curves
® The majority of students were capable of identifying curves (e.g. Q29(a)/M3) and
parallel lines (e.g. Q30/M1).

e A small proportion of students were unable to identify a pair of parallel lines (e.g.
Q30/M1) or a pair of perpendicular lines (e.g. Q30/M2).

Q30/M1 Q30/M2

LHTFTERF B EREY—HPHE-

Lines l‘J and [}k are a pair of

perpendicular lines.

e Some students confused a pair of perpendicular lines with a pair of parallel lines (e.g.
Q30/M4).

Q30/M4
A. B. C. D.
Bl @ K M i s ) B -
EE: _|
Angles

® Most students were capable of recognizing the right angles in given figures (e.g.

Q29/M1) and comparing the size of angles (e.g. Q31/M2).

A b

Answer: & 55,! gl Z A 'x B
(Bdrgest) (Smallest)

Q31/M2
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Directions

® The majority of students were capable of recognizing the four directions: east, south,
west and north (e.g. Q31(a)/M1, Q31(a)/M3) and wrote specific directions correctly
(e.g. Q31(b)/M3).

Q31(b)/M3
Starting from Stationery Zone, Eva goes
FarxAGh TS 74 astrns- WP oo resck ol .
(direction)

e However, some students were unable to judge the correct direction relative to a
reference point (e.g. Q31(b)/M1, Q31(b)/M3).

Q31(byMl
| ﬂh
EHEAXREY
BI[G] ' g '#.:»rr-l:z'xﬁ:»rf@-
%+ K H¥E B E
(*EBEHLE%)
1 ]
il
o = o
£HE XAEE
Q31(byM3

RAHE XRE

FTRUEXRER i A RIERRE -
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Primary 3 Data Handling Dimension

The performance of P.3 students was very good in the Data Handling Dimension.
Students were good at reading pictograms. They could interpret the information given in
pictograms to answer straightforward questions. Most students were able to construct
pictograms from tabulated data. Further comments on students’ performance are

provided below with examples from different sub-papers quoted in brackets.

Reading and interpreting pictograms

® Most students were capable of reading pictograms with a one-to-one representation.
They could directly read the data given in pictograms (e.g. Q32(a)/M2, Q32(a)/M3),
then compare the data or carry out simple calculations in order to answer the

questions (e.g. Q32/M1, Q32(b)/M2, Q32(b)/M3).

o A few students were careless in reading the questions and failed to give correct

answers (e.g. Q32/M2, Q32(b)/M3).

Q32/M2 Q32(b)/M3

Favourite Pets of P.3A Pupils
oA ERIEATEAME G N

Each @ stands for 1 pupil
LI RO SN

Biras[© ©
Rabbis[© © © © ©
Tortoises | ()

Doss| O © © © O © ©

as|© © © © O © &
(b) i - HEMRead _ 45 it

OO
MIORORY
00000

(a) The number of pupils who favoured cats

0 R 3

Was 5 B i

s b) LEM G EEMBESEE _D @
(b)) BEGLFRIGALOSEME T Ao T TEIL T

Constructing pictograms

® Almost all students were able to construct pictograms from tabular data and provide
a proper title for a pictogram (e.g. Q33/M1, Q33/M3, Q33/M4).

® A few students were not able to give an explicit title in order to express the purpose

of conducting the survey (e.g. Q33(1)/M1, Q33(b)(1)/M4).
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Q33(1)/M1
(T pit i3 3(ERERR T4 §
(4% 1)
_. Favourite Sub JEC-{-; ) ‘
I ' (Title) T
Q33(b)(1)/M4
[ -
It\l".ﬁ‘wlluﬁﬁm_ﬁ E{r_ma’?‘% Tee ¢ lasses J
(Title)

® A few students unnecessarily added a ‘frequency axis’ to represent the data given by

a pictogram or wrongly drew a grid (e.g. Q33(2)/M1, Q33(b)(2)/M3).

Q33(2)MI Q33(b)(2)/M3
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General Comments on Primary 3 Student Performances

O
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P.3 students performed well in the Number Dimension. The majority of students
mastered the basic concepts of whole numbers and fractions as well as the
computational skills of the four operations in Key Stage 1. They were generally able to
solve simple application problems and present working steps of solutions. Some
students confused multiplication with division and neglected the computational rule of

doing ‘multiplication before addition’ or ‘multiplication before subtraction’.

The performance of P.3 students was good in the Measures Dimension. They were able
to identify the Hong Kong currency, read the dates and days of a week on a calendar,
tell time on a clock face or digital clock, compare the length, distance and weight of

objects as well as measure and compare the capacity of containers. However, their
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performance was weak in measuring the duration of an activity and giving the correct

units of measurement.

The performance of P.3 students was stable in the Shape & Space Dimension. They
were capable of recognizing curves, 2-D shapes, right angles and the four directions.
However, there was room for improvement in identifying 3-D shapes as well as a pair of

parallel lines and perpendicular lines.

P.3 students did very well in the Data Handling Dimension. Most students were able to
read and interpret pictograms with a one-to-one representation. Only a few students
failed to give correct answers due to carelessness in reading the questions related to the
pictogram. Almost all students were able to construct pictograms from tabular data and

provide a proper title for a pictogram.

Good Performance of Primary 3 Students in 2018

Students with good performance demonstrated mastery of the concepts and skills
assessed by the sub-papers. They were more able in doing computations and could solve
application problems with different contexts. They were also able to correctly present

their solutions in solving problems (e.g. Q10/M2, Q12/M3).

Q10/M2 Q12/M3

_ q0-3+7
%%%‘f%ﬁﬂi% : =90-5¢
246~ 32 =3

:@_E___(__@ e has 3 dol\ars lefs,

Students with good performance had thorough conceptual understanding of the fractions.

They could recognize the relationship between fractions and one as a whole and

compare fractions.

Students with good performance were able to recognize and exchange Hong Kong
money, understand the ‘24-hour time’, and measure the duration of an activity. They
could directly use or use improvised units to compare the length and weight of objects

as well as the capacity of containers.

Students with good performance were capable of recording the length and the weight of

objects with appropriate units (e.g. Q22/M3).
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Q22/M3
JE e EOE kKR ¥ R (a) The length of a taxi 15 about 5 vl .
(@) —wmet+wfAss ;{E\ ot (b} An orange weighs about 130 a &
() -nmtr:m:%_ :

Students with good performance were capable of identifying different 3-D shapes and 2-
D shapes. They could identify parallel lines and perpendicular lines. They were able to
recognize right angles, compare the size of angles and correctly show the four directions

including the ‘north’ direction pointing to the right of the map.

Students with good performance were able to read and interpret pictograms with a one-
to-one representation. They performed well in comparing data and simple calculations
to answer the questions according to the relevant information in the pictograms. They
could construct pictograms by referring to the given raw data and provide a proper title

for a pictogram (e.g. Q33/M4).

Q33/M4
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Overview of Primary 3 Student Performances in
Mathematics in 2016-2018

The percentages of P.3 students achieving Mathematics Basic Competency in 2016,

2017 and 2018 provided below.

Table 8.2 Percentages of P.3 Students Achieving Mathematics

Basic Competency in 2016-2018

Year % of Students Achieving Mathematics Basic Competency
2016 89.9
2017 88.2
2018 88.0

A comparison of the strengths and weaknesses of P.3 students in 2016, 2017 and 2018
provides useful information for teachers to help students improve their learning. The

following tables provide an overview of student performances in each of the four

dimensions for these years.
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Results of Secondary 3 Mathematics in Territory-wide
System Assessment 2018

The percentage of Secondary 3 students achieving Mathematics Basic Competency in
2018 is 80.0%.

Secondary 3 Assessment Design

The design of assessment tasks for S.3 was based on the documents Mathematics
Curriculum: Basic Competency for Key Stage 3 (Tryout Version) and Syllabuses for
Secondary Schools — Mathematics (Secondary 1 — 5), 1999. The tasks covered the
three dimensions of the mathematics curriculum, namely Number and Algebra,
Measures, Shape and Space, and Data Handling. They focused on the Foundation
Part of the S1 — 3 syllabuses in testing the relevant concepts, knowledge, skills and

applications.

The Assessment consisted of various item types including multiple-choice questions, fill
in the blanks, answers-only questions and questions involving working steps. The item
types varied according to the contexts of the questions. Some test items consisted of
sub-items. Besides finding the correct answers, students were also tested in their ability
to present solutions to problems. This included writing out the necessary statements,

mathematical expressions and explanations.

The Assessment consisted of 146 test items (198 score points), covering all of the 129
Basic Competency Descriptors. These items were organized into four sub-papers, each
65 minutes in duration and covering all three dimensions. Some items appeared in
more than one sub-paper to act as inter-paper links and to enable the equating of test
scores. Each student was required to attempt one sub-paper only. The number of items
on the various sub-papers is summarized in Table 8.4. These numbers include several

overlapping items.



MATHEMATICS

Table 8.4 Number of Items and Score Points for S.3

No. of Items (Score Points)

Subject

Paper 1 | Paper 2 | Paper 3 | Paper 4 Total*

Mathematics

Written Paper
Number and Algebra | 22 (31) 22 (31) | 20(26) | 21(26) 64 (84)
Measures, Shape and Space 19 (24) 19 (24) 20 (27) 20 (28) 64 (84)
Data Handling 6 (10) 6 (10) 7(12) 6(11) 18 (30)

Total | 47 (65) 47 (65) | 47(65) | 47(65) | 146 (198)

* Ttems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.

The item types of the sub-papers were as follows:

Table 8.5 Item Types of the Sub-papers

. Percentage of
Section Score Points Item Types
e Multiple-choice questions: choose the best
A ~30% .
answer from among four options
B ~30% o Ca‘llculaj[e numerical values
e Give brief answers
e Solve application problems showing working
steps
C ~40% e Draw diagrams or graphs
e Open-ended questions requiring reasons or
explanations
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MATHEMATICS

Performance of Secondary 3 Students Achieving Basic
Competence in Territory-wide System Assessment 2018

Secondary 3 Number and Algebra Dimension

S.3 students performed quite well in this dimension. The majority of students
demonstrated recognition of the basic concepts of rational and irrational numbers,
directed numbers, formulating problems with algebraic language and linear inequalities
in one unknown. Performance was only fair in items related to numerical estimation,
using percentages and manipulations of polynomials. Comments on students’
performances are provided with examples cited where appropriate (question number x /
sub-paper y quoted as Qx/My). More examples may also be found in the section

General Comments.

Number and Number Systems

e Directed Numbers and the Number Line: Students were able to use directed numbers
to represent the rise and drop in the water level. They could also demonstrate
recognition of the ordering of integers on the number line and the basic operations of

directed numbers.

e Numerical Estimation: The majority of students were able to determine whether the
value mentioned in a simple context was obtained by estimation or by computation
of the exact value. They could judge the reasonability of answers obtained.
Nevertheless, half of the students were not able to estimate the values with

reasonable justifications according to the question.

Q45/M4

Exemplar Item (Estimate the total amount needed for buying the souvenirs and judge

whether the Student Union has enough money to buy them)

Student Union of a school wants to buy 598 souvenirs for Sports Day. The price
of each souvenir is $29.9 . Student Union can only use $20 000 to buy the
souvenirs.

Based on the description above, give approximations for the TWO UNDERLINED
VALUES respectively. Use these 2 approximations to estimate the total amount
needed for buying the souvenirs and judge whether the Student Union has enough
money to buy them.

Briefly explain your estimation method.




MATHEMATICS

Example of Student Work (Without giving approximations for the underlined values)

(*Circle the correct answer)

Example of Student Work (Good performance)
;?f somvevs A 600 spuven ing

(*Circle the correct answer)

e Approximation and Errors: Many students were able to convert a number in
scientific notation to decimal. They also could round a number to 3 decimal places or
3 significant figures. However, only half of the students were capable of representing

a small number in scientific notation.

e Rational and Irrational Numbers: Many students were able to represent a decimal on a

number line. They were able to demonstrate recognition of the integral part of Va.
Comparing Quantities

e Using Percentages: The performance of students was fair in solving problems

regarding simple selling, simple interest, compound interest and growths.
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Q40/M2

Exemplar Item (Find the profit per cent)
The cost of a piece of jewellery is $5 000 . Kelly sells it for $6 500 . Find the

profit per cent.

selling price—cost

Example of Student Work (Mistakenly used

X 100% to calculate the

selling price

profit per cent)
! - <
B BIEE Y e ————————
5500—5000 -
e ¥ (e e
TEee e
IR sty
J’ [+
=239% %

Q40/M1

Exemplar Item (Find the simple interest)

Mabel deposits $3 750 in a bank at a simple interest rate of 2% p.a. Find

the interest she will receive after 3 years..

Example of Student Work (Confused simple interest with compound interest)

—Téy»«a __________ AR, /.
_____ 3750 (178222 7 3780 o,
=3979.52 = 3750 o

=T 1T I o S SO —
e She bl pecopne 3 PG 283
Q41/M1

Exemplar Item (Find the present value)

The value of a pair of diamond earrings is increased by 5% per year. Mandy
bought the earrings for $8 000 three years ago. Find the present value of the
earrings.




MATHEMATICS

Example of Student Work (Has mistakenly calculated the increase in value)

ﬂ,‘b, \(l\k? I I N N, W
2000114 8% )5 - 2000

____________________ =261

_The re&em valne _of. the. . edgrrimgs
MQ,P? ST Y

e Rate and Ratio: The performance of students was satisfactory. They were able to use
rate and ratio to solve simple real-life problems and demonstrate recognition of the

difference between rate and ratio.
Observing Patterns and Expressing Generality

e Formulating Problems with Algebraic Language: Many students were capable of
substituting values into some common and simple formulas and finding the value of
a specified variable. They could also write down the next few terms in geometric
sequences from several consecutive terms that were given, translate word
phrases/c