
Primary 6
English Language

General Observations of 
Student Performances
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Progression of Student Performances
P.3 TSA 2005 P.6 TSA 2008

• Writing
• Speaking

• Listening
• Reading
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Percentages of Students Achieving English Language 
Basic Competency in 2004 – 2008

71.5

79.3

TSA 2008

71.3

79.5

TSA 2007

70.5

78.8
TSA 2005

71.3--P.6

79.475.975.9P.3
TSA 2006TSA 2004Year
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Progression of Student Performances
Listening

tone
- e.g. identify the speaker’s tone of voice 

sounds
- e.g. distinguishing between initial 

consonants and mid consonants
• specific information

• intonation
• sounds
• key words 

P.6 TSA 2008P.3 TSA 2005
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P.6 Student Performances in 2008
Listening

Weaknesses
• connection between ideas
• main ideas (more than one  
piece of information)
• inference skills
• personification

Strengths
• tone
• sounds
• specific information
• main ideas
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Progression of Student Performances
Reading

• specific information
• unfamiliar expressions 

(with pictorial cues)
• simple inference skills

• book concepts
• key words 
• unfamiliar words

P.6 TSA 2008P.3 TSA 2005
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P.6 Student Performances in 2008
Reading

Weaknesses
• unfamiliar expressions
• inference skills
• main ideas
• reference skills

Strengths
• specific information
• unfamiliar expressions 

(with pictorial cues)
• simple inference skills
• text-types
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Progression of Student Performances
Writing

Content
• provided a factual account of the story with supporting 

details and an appropriate ending
• description was clear and coherent
Language
• use of simple cohesive devices e.g. ‘because’, ‘but’, ‘so’, 

‘at last’
• some successful attempts at complex sentence 

structures
• range of vocabulary e.g. ‘utterly’, ‘begged’, ‘snacks’
• some grammatical mistakes

Content
• provided relevant ideas to the  

story based on the pictures

Language
• used simple sentence patterns
• provided basic vocabulary

P.6 TSA 2008P.3 TSA 2005
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Progression of Student Performances
Speaking

Presentations
• completed the tasks on familiar 

topics
• used a limited range of 

vocabulary & basic sentence 
patterns

Picture Descriptions
• provided brief answers (one to 

two-word answers)
• lacked vocabulary to express 

their ideas

Read Aloud
• made mistakes in pronunciation, e.g. ‘enough’, ‘deck’
• dropped end consonants, e.g. ‘buses’, ‘books’
• showed difficulty with blends, e.g. ‘friends’, ‘children’

P.6 TSA 2008P.3 TSA 2005
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Conclusion
LISTENING

‧Difficulty in comprehending the meaning when more than one piece of 
information was given

READING

‧Lacked basic vocabulary to build a schema to comprehend a written 
text

WRITING

‧Eager to produce a writing task of about 80 words

‧Repeated use of action verbs and language patterns

SPEAKING

‧Limited range of vocabulary and basic sentence patterns

‧Difficulty in elaborating on the picture cues
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END

THANK YOU
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“Swim in the sea.
Sleep under a tree.”

Tapescript
Miss Lam: 

Section A: Which of the following pictures are about the poem? 

P.3 TSA 2005 - Listening – Key words 
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“Yeah!  It’s Saturday!
I can rest and play.

Wow! It’s Sunday!
I can play all day.”

Tapescript
Miss Lam: 

1. How does the writer feel on Saturday and Sunday? 

P.3 TSA 2005 - Listening - Intonation 
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Tick the best answer. 

P.3 TSA 2005 - Listening - Sounds 

Dora is in 3D.Mrs Cheng:

What class is she in, Mrs Cheng?Mr Li:

Tapescript
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Main Ideas

Ms Wong: Can you guess what happened? The main 
path soon went downhill and Alan and 
Mary found a road and a bus stop within 
an hour.
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Sounds

Host: ... This is Joe Jackman, host of our weekly phone-in 
programme.
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Strengths

Storyteller:  Jenny knew Auntie Mary was interested in reading 
books. She emptied out the money from her piggy 
bank but only found $10. It was not enough to buy a 
new book. It was not even enough to buy a box of 
chocolates. 

Specific information
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Strengths

Mary, are you okay? Host:
(sad tone) Good morning, Joe. This is Mary from Taipo.  Mary:

Tone
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Strengths

Main ideas

Last week, we talked about ‘My favourite teacher’. 
Today, we have been talking about ‘My best friend’. 

Host:
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Strengths

Sounds

Today, we have a very special guest. He is a basketball 
player from China and one of the tallest players in the 
world. Welcome Tang Lin!

Host:
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Weaknesses
Details supporting main ideas

Miss Wong: … it can be tiring to stand up a lot, but what is most    
tiring is the paperwork. 

John: Paperwork? What kind of paperwork?

Miss Wong: We have to write up lesson plans, correct students’ work
and write reports…
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Weaknesses
Inference skills

‘Peter said, “Look, Mary and Alan! We cannot see more than a few 
metres ahead. What shall we do?” ’

‘Alan replied, “Don’t worry, Peter. Things will be okay.” ’
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Weaknesses

Miss Wong: Now, listen to the second riddle.
Turn me over
So I’m brown on both sides
Thick and juicy,
I taste yummy with fries!

Personification
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P.6 TSA 2008 Listening – Weaknesses
Connection between ideas

“There was one copy left, and it was on sale – half the regular price! 
However, she could not give it to Auntie Mary because many of the pages 
were folded and some even missing.”
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P.3 TSA 2005 Reading – Book concepts 
Find the names of the books. Put the letters in the boxes. 
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P.3 TSA 2005 Reading – Book concepts 
Read the contents page of this book. 
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P.3 TSA 2005 Reading - Key words  
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P.3 TSA 2005 READING – Unfamiliar words
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P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Specific information
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P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Unfamiliar expressions
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P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Simple inference skills
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P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Strengths

Text-types
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Specific Information
P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Strengths
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Inference

P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Strengths
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P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Weaknesses

Main ideas
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Unfamiliar expressions

P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Weaknesses
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Inference skills

P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Weaknesses
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Reference Skills

P.6 TSA 2008 Reading – Weaknesses
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P3 Writing Task (2005)
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P.3 TSA 2005 - Writing about Piggy and the apple tree (BC)

Content
• provided relevant ideas to the story based on the pictures
Language
• used simple sentence patterns 
• provided basic vocabulary
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P.6 Writing Task
Students’ Spare Time Activities

This task asked students to write a report about the activities students 
were engaged in during their spare time based on the prompts given in 
a mind map. 
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P.6 TSA 2008 – Students’ Spare Time Activities

Instead of writing about the activities the students were 
engaged in during their free time, the students focused on 
individuals, i.e. ‘I’ was used as a subject.
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Best Performance in Writing (P.6)

Content 
- attempts to elaborate on the 

prompts provided
- communicated ideas very 

clearly and coherently
Language
- used a small range of 

vocabulary, cohesive devices
- used verb forms appropriately 

with few grammatical errors
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P.6 Writing Task
An Injured Dog

This writing task asked students to give an account of an event where a 

little boy saw an injured dog based on three pictures given as prompts.
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P.6 TSA 2008 – An Injured Dog (BC)
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You are going to tell the teacher how you spend time with your family. You 
may use the pictures on the right to help you. You will have two minutes to 
do the presentation. 
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You are going to tell the teacher about keeping healthy. You may use the 
pictures on the right to help you. You will have two minutes to do the 
presentation.


