
Before the commencement of the webinar, please 
download all the materials for Oral Examiners by 
scanning the following QR codes.  

Primary 3 Primary 6
• Information Sheet for Fresh Oral Examiners

• Oral Examiners’ Handbook

• User Guide for Online Training
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Time Programme Facilitator 

9:00 – 9:45

(45 minutes)

Information for Primary 3 

English Language Oral 

Assessment 

Ms Christine Leung

Subject Manager

Education Assessment 

Services Division

HKEAA 

9:45 – 10:30

(45 minutes) 

Information for Primary 6 

English Language Oral 

Assessment 

Ms Tiffany Wong

Senior Officer 

Education Assessment 

Services Division 

HKEAA

Question and Answer Session 

Rundown
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Dates: 2 May 2023 (Tue) & 3 May 2023 (Wed)

Reserve Date: 5 May 2023 (Fri)

Sessions:

Session 1

2 May 2023

(AM)

Session 2

2 May 2023

(PM)

Session 3

3 May 2023

(AM)

AM session: Report duty before 8:15 am

PM session: Report duty before 1:15 pm 
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Oral Components:

➢ Reading Aloud & Personal Experiences

➢ Picture Description  
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Primary 3 Oral Assessment (English Language)  
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Before the Assessment 
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Important Notes
NEW for 2023!

Wearing of mask is 

optional. This 

applies to both oral 

examiners and 

students. 

3

1
The Oral Examiner’s 

Report will be completed 

via e-survey. 

2
Maintaining distance 

of ‘1.5 metres’ is 

optional.  
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Before the Assessment 

➢ On the day of the assessment, bring your:

➢ appointment letter

➢ HKID card

➢ Oral Examiners’ Handbook (OE Handbook)

➢ Put on the Oral Examiner Label

➢ Study the OE Handbook, question papers, ‘Questions for Oral 

Examiners’ and marking schemes



Arrangement for TSA 2023
Primary 3 Oral Assessment (English Language)  
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Conducting the Assessment 
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Conducting the Assessment 

Components, Duration and Paper Codes  

Session
Reading Aloud & 

Personal Experiences
Picture Description

Questions for 

Oral Examiners

Preparation: 2 minutes

Assessment: 3 minutes
(3ES01 / 3ES03 / 3ES05 / 3ES07)

Preparation: 3 minutes

Assessment: 2 minutes
(3ES02 / 3ES04 / 3ES06 / 3ES08)

Session 1 

(2 May AM)
3ES01 & 3ES03 3ES02 & 3ES04 3EST1

Session 2

(2 May PM)
3ES01 & 3ES03 3ES02 & 3ES04 3EST1

Session 3

(3 May AM)
3ES05 & 3ES07 3ES06 & 3ES08 3EST2

(OE Handbook, P.1)
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Conducting the Assessment 

Paper Allocation 

(Please refer to the ‘Reminder for P3 English Oral Examiners’ 

on the day of assessment. )
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Conducting the Assessment 

Paper Allocation 

(Please refer to the ‘Reminder for P3 English Oral Examiners’ 

on the day of assessment. )



Arrangement for TSA 2023
Primary 3 Oral Assessment (English Language)
Assessment Procedures (OE Handbook, P.9-14)

Time Reading Aloud 

Personal Experiences 

Spontaneous Language Use* 

Picture Description

Spontaneous Language Use*

0:00 

|

0:02 

Student 1:Preparation

Reading Aloud

2 minutes

0:03

|

0:06 

Student 1: Assessment

Spontaneous Language Use,
Reading Aloud & Personal 

Experiences

3 minutes

Student 2: Preparation

Picture Description

3 minutes

0:07

|

0:09 

Student 2: Assessment

Spontaneous Language Use & 

Picture Description

2 minutes

13
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General Points to Note

• Follow the assessment administration procedures

• Unseal the packs of assessment papers in the oral

assessment room and protect the confidentiality of the

question papers throughout the assessment

• Information regarding any aspect of the assessment and

students’ performances MUST NOT be disclosed to

anyone

• If the student selected is absent, it is NOT necessary to

replace the student with another student.



Keep your mobile phone off during the entire oral 
assessment

Familiarise yourself with the prompts

Both Oral Examiners must be seated and ready for starting 
the assessment

No score level will be awarded for Prompts for Spontaneous 
Language Use (OE Handbook, P.1)

Put students at ease by giving positive reinforcement and 
praise

Maintain eye contact with students

Minimise your talking time

Allow students at least 5 seconds to think before they 
respond to the questions

General Points to Note
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Students speak softly.

Students keep silent

after 5 seconds of 
silence.

after another 5 
seconds of silence.

Students are hesitant.

Students speak in 
Cantonese. 

Suggested Prompts in Different Situations 
(OE Handbook P.6)

“Please speak up. I 
can’t hear you.”

Rephrase the 
question.

Ask another 
question.

Rephrase the question.

“Please speak in 
English.”

16

Situations Prompts
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General Points to Note

EACH ORAL EXAMINER MUST RATE ALL STUDENTS

FOR BOTH COMPONENTS consistently and

independently without discussion throughout the

assessment according to the marking schemes

It is NOT necessary to allocate a certain percentage of

students for each level

Do NOT give half a mark to any of the criteria

Do NOT count the mistakes

Do NOT compare students’ performances

Exercise BALANCED JUDGEMENT



Arrangement for TSA 2023
Primary 3 Oral Assessment (English Language) 
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After the Assessment 



Score Sheet for Oral Assessment  

19

Complete 
the 

declaration
&

sign with a 
ballpoint 

pen  



Assessment Summary for Oral Assessments 
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Complete 
the form

&
sign with a 
ballpoint 

pen  
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NEW for 2023!

Complete the Oral Examiner’s Report with the QR code 

in the Oral Examiners’ Working File by 5 May.
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After the Assessment

• Make sure the Score Sheet for Oral Assessment and

Assessment Summary for Oral Assessments have been

completed

• Sign all documents with a ballpoint pen

• Put the assessment materials into the appropriate envelopes

(OE Handbook, P.5)
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Emergencies

If you are unable to conduct the Oral Assessment, 
please inform the TSA Administration Team at 3628 8181 

from 6:30am to 7:00am.

Stand-by Oral Examiners must keep their mobile phones on 

from 6:30am in case of an emergency substitution.

In case of bad weather, pay attention to the public announcement 
broadcast on radio and television made by the Education Bureau.

Enquiries

For assessment administration matters Please call 36288181

For subject and assessment related 
matters 

Please call 36288188

(OE Handbook, P.7)
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Conducting the Assessment



Primary 3 
Reading Aloud & Expression of Personal 
Experiences

• Preparation: 2 minutes

• Assessment: 3 minutes (1 minute for Reading 

Aloud & 2 minutes for Expression of Personal 

Experiences)

25
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(OE Handbook, P.15)



If the student stops for more than 3 seconds, 
read the word ONCE for the student.

If the student stops again at another word for 
more than 3 seconds, ask him/her to go on or 
point to the next word without saying the 
word.

When the student finishes reading, remember 
to collect the reading text from the student 
before doing Personal Experiences.

P.3 Reading Aloud

27

(OE Handbook, P.6)



BC Descriptor
Score 

Level
Descriptor

Reading
Aloud

• Showing a 
basic 
understanding 
of short, simple 
and familiar 
texts by reading 
aloud the texts 
clearly and 
comprehensibly 
(KS, ES)

4 • Reads fluently and clearly with appropriate 
pausing and intonation

• Makes very few or no pronunciation 
mistakes                                    

3 • Reads fluently and clearly
• Makes very few or no pronunciation 

mistakes 

2 • Reads quite clearly
• Makes some mistakes in pronunciation 

1 • Reads hesitantly with many mistakes in 
pronunciation

• Skips words or phrases occasionally

0 • Reads only a few words 

Reading Aloud Marking Scheme

28
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BC Descriptor
Score 

Level
Descriptor

Reading
Aloud

• Showing a 
basic 
understanding 
of short, simple 
and familiar 
texts by reading 
aloud the texts 
clearly and 
comprehensibly 
(KS, ES)

4 • Reads fluently and clearly with appropriate 
pausing and intonation

• Makes very few or no pronunciation 
mistakes

3 • Reads fluently and clearly
• Makes very few or no pronunciation 

mistakes 

2 • Reads quite clearly
• Makes some mistakes in pronunciation 

1 • Reads hesitantly with many mistakes in 
pronunciation

• Skips words or phrases occasionally

0 • Reads only a few words 

Reading Aloud Marking Scheme

30
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Ask the relevant questions based on ‘Questions for Oral 

Examiners’.

If the student only gives Yes/No responses or there is 

still some assessment time left after asking all the 

relevant questions, the Oral Examiner should elicit 

more responses by asking a variety of open-ended 

questions related to the topic. 

Provide opportunities for students to elaborate their 

answers.

P.3 Expression of Personal 

Experiences / Picture Description

32

(OE Handbook, P.6)



Providing additional information in 

response to Wh-questions with or 

without any further follow-up 

questions from the Oral Examiner.

What is elaboration?

33



An example of responses considered to be elaboration

A: Where does your maid take you to 
swim?

S: She takes me to the building…a part         
of my building because there’s a 
swimming pool over there.

(giving more information about the 
place)

Expression of Personal Experiences

34



An example of responses NOT considered to be 

elaboration

A: What do you like to do after school?

S: I like doing homework after school.

A: What homework do you do?

S: I do Chinese, English, Maths and 
General Education. 

(merely listing an activity / naming the 
subjects without further elaboration)

Expression of Personal Experiences

35
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Questions for Oral Examiners

(OE Handbook, 

P.19)
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(OE Handbook, P.20-21)



BC 
Descriptor

Score 
Level

Descriptor Remark

Personal
Experiences

 Providing 
short 
answers to 
short and 
simple 
questions
(IS, KS, ES) 

4  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* and gives elaboration to some of 
the questions

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally 
and readily

 *Although 
‘Yes/No’ 
questions can 
be used to 
prompt 
students, they 
are not counted 
if students 
merely provide 
‘Yes/No’ 
answers 
without 
elaboration. 

 Do not penalize 
students for 
pronunciation 
or grammatical 
mistakes that 
do not interfere 
with the 
communication 
of ideas. 

3  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* with no or little prompting

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally

2  Provides brief answers to some of the 
questions* with some prompting

 Responds to some of the questions 
hesitantly

1  Provides brief answers to at least two 
questions* but with difficulty

 Responds to most of the questions hesitantly

0  Gives one or no comprehensible responses 
to the questions*

 Gives irrelevant answers to most of the 
questions

Expression of Personal Experiences 

Marking Scheme

38
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BC 
Descriptor

Score 
Level

Descriptor Remark

Personal
Experiences

 Providing 
short 
answers to 
short and 
simple 
questions
(IS, KS, ES) 

4  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* and gives elaboration to some of 
the questions

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally 
and readily

 *Although 
‘Yes/No’ 
questions can 
be used to 
prompt 
students, they 
are not counted 
if students 
merely provide 
‘Yes/No’ 
answers 
without 
elaboration. 

 Do not penalize 
students for 
pronunciation 
or grammatical 
mistakes that 
do not interfere 
with the 
communication 
of ideas. 

3  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* with no or little prompting

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally

2  Provides brief answers to some of the 
questions* with some prompting

 Responds to some of the questions 
hesitantly

1  Provides brief answers to at least two 
questions* but with difficulty

 Responds to most of the questions hesitantly

0  Gives one or no comprehensible responses 
to the questions*

 Gives irrelevant answers to most of the 
questions

Expression of Personal Experiences 

Marking Scheme

40
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BC 
Descriptor

Score 
Level

Descriptor Remark

Personal
Experiences

 Providing 
short 
answers to 
short and 
simple 
questions
(IS, KS, ES) 

4  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* and gives elaboration to some of 
the questions

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally 
and readily

 *Although 
‘Yes/No’ 
questions can 
be used to 
prompt 
students, they 
are not counted 
if students 
merely provide 
‘Yes/No’ 
answers 
without 
elaboration. 

 Do not penalize 
students for 
pronunciation 
or grammatical 
mistakes that 
do not interfere 
with the 
communication 
of ideas. 

3  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* with no or little prompting

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally

2  Provides brief answers to some of the 
questions* with some prompting

 Responds to some of the questions 
hesitantly

1  Provides brief answers to at least two 
questions* but with difficulty

 Responds to most of the questions hesitantly

0  Gives one or no comprehensible responses 
to the questions*

 Gives irrelevant answers to most of the 
questions

Expression of Personal Experiences 

Marking Scheme

42
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Primary 3
Picture Description

• Preparation: 3 minutes

• Assessment: 2 minutes

44
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(OE Handbook, 

P.16)



An example of responses considered to be elaboration

A: What are the children doing?

S: The children are swimming… in the 
swimming pool… They are swimming 
happily.

(telling where the children are and how the 
children feel)

Picture Description (Short answers)
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An example of responses NOT considered to be 

elaboration

A: What can you see in the picture?

S: There are towers, trees, grass and the 
lake.

(merely listing items)

Picture Description (Short answers)

47



48

BC Descriptor Score 
Level

Descriptor Remark

Content

 Providing short 
answers to 
short and 
simple 
questions
(IS, KS, ES)

4  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* and gives elaboration to some of 
the questions

 Responds to most of the questions* 
naturally and readily 

 *Although 
‘Yes/No’ 
questions can 
be used to 
prompt students, 
they are not 
counted if 
students merely 
provide ‘Yes/No’ 
answers without 
elaboration.

 Do not penalize 
students for 
pronunciation or 
grammatical 
mistakes that do 
not interfere with 
the 
communication 
of ideas.  

3  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* with no or little prompting

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally  

2  Provides brief answers to some of the 
questions* with some prompting

 Responds to some of the questions hesitantly  

1  Provides brief answers to at least two 
questions* but with difficulty

 Responds to most of the questions hesitantly  

0  Gives one or no comprehensible responses to 
the questions*

 Gives irrelevant answers to most of the 
questions 

Pronunciation

 Pronouncing 
simple and 
familiar words 
comprehensibly 
(KS)

2  Speaks clearly and readily with very few 
mistakes in pronunciation

1  Speaks quite clearly despite a few mistakes in 
pronunciation

0  Speaks unclearly with many mistakes in 
pronunciation

Picture Description Marking Scheme
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BC Descriptor Score 
Level

Descriptor Remark

Content

 Providing short 
answers to 
short and 
simple 
questions
(IS, KS, ES)

4  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* and gives elaboration to some of 
the questions

 Responds to most of the questions* 
naturally and readily 

 *Although 
‘Yes/No’ 
questions can 
be used to 
prompt students, 
they are not 
counted if 
students merely 
provide ‘Yes/No’ 
answers without 
elaboration.

 Do not penalize 
students for 
pronunciation or 
grammatical 
mistakes that do 
not interfere with 
the 
communication 
of ideas.  

3  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* with no or little prompting

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally  

2  Provides brief answers to some of the 
questions* with some prompting

 Responds to some of the questions hesitantly  

1  Provides brief answers to at least two 
questions* but with difficulty

 Responds to most of the questions hesitantly  

0  Gives one or no comprehensible responses to 
the questions*

 Gives irrelevant answers to most of the 
questions 

Pronunciation

 Pronouncing 
simple and 
familiar words 
comprehensibly 
(KS)

2  Speaks clearly and readily with very few 
mistakes in pronunciation

1  Speaks quite clearly despite a few mistakes in 
pronunciation

0  Speaks unclearly with many mistakes in 
pronunciation

Picture Description Marking Scheme
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BC Descriptor Score 
Level

Descriptor Remark

Content

 Providing short 
answers to 
short and 
simple 
questions
(IS, KS, ES)

4  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* and gives elaboration to some of 
the questions

 Responds to most of the questions* 
naturally and readily 

 *Although 
‘Yes/No’ 
questions can 
be used to 
prompt students, 
they are not 
counted if 
students merely 
provide ‘Yes/No’ 
answers without 
elaboration.

 Do not penalize 
students for 
pronunciation or 
grammatical 
mistakes that do 
not interfere with 
the 
communication 
of ideas.  

3  Provides relevant answers to most of the 
questions* with no or little prompting

 Responds to most of the questions* naturally  

2  Provides brief answers to some of the 
questions* with some prompting

 Responds to some of the questions hesitantly  

1  Provides brief answers to at least two 
questions* but with difficulty

 Responds to most of the questions hesitantly  

0  Gives one or no comprehensible responses to 
the questions*

 Gives irrelevant answers to most of the 
questions 

Pronunciation

 Pronouncing 
simple and 
familiar words 
comprehensibly 
(KS)

2  Speaks clearly and readily with very few 
mistakes in pronunciation

1  Speaks quite clearly despite a few mistakes in 
pronunciation

0  Speaks unclearly with many mistakes in 
pronunciation

Picture Description Marking Scheme
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Complete the ONLINE TRAINING 

as stated in the guidelines

ONLINE TRAINING

(Fresh OEs)

4 April (Tue)

to

18 April (Tue) (~5pm)
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Enquiries

Administration Matters: 3628 8181

Subject and Assessment Related Matters: 3628 8188

Training materials 

The training materials will be uploaded onto the BCA 

website:

http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk

Appointment letter

Upon completion of the online recruitment test with a 

passing mark, the Oral Examiners will receive the 

appointment letter by post by the end of April.  
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Thank you!


