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In support of green activities, the HKEAA will not provide print 

copies of presentation handouts for this seminar. Please access the 

BCA website

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/AL/TSA2024/TSA2024seminar.

html

OR scan the QR code provided to view and download the materials. 
These materials will also be uploaded to the WLTS website for 

reference by the end of December 2024.
Thank you for your support.
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https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/AL/TSA2023/TSA2023seminar.html
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Time Rundown Speaker(s)

1:45 pm to 2:00 pm Registration

2:00pm to 3:15 pm

Overview of TSA 2024 Ms KWOK Lee Lan, Crystal
Manager

Education Assessment Services 
Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority

Overall Performance of General 
Students, SEN and NCS Students in 

TSA 2024 
Secondary 3 English Language

3:15 pm to 3:30 pm Break

3:30 pm to 4:45 pm

Overall Performance of General 
Students, SEN and NCS Students in 

TSA 2024 
Secondary 3 English Language

Ms KWOK Lee Lan, Crystal
Manager

Education Assessment Services 
Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 
Assessment Authority

Learning and Teaching Support 
Sharing

Ms Iris HUNG, CDO(E)7
English Language Education Section

Ms Pearl KOAH, SCDO(LLS/E)8
Ms Vivian FUNG, PO(LLS/E)9

Language Learning Support Section

4:45 pm to 5:00 pm Question and Answer Session
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Overview
➢ Assessment Design
➢ School Reports
➢ Interactive Reporting 

Platforms

➢ TSA Results 2019, 2023 & 2024
➢ S3 Student Performances in 

2024

➢ Listening
➢ Strengths 
➢Weaknesses
➢ Examples from the papers
➢ Conclusions

➢Reading
➢Strengths
➢Weaknesses
➢Examples from the papers
➢Conclusions

➢Writing
➢Strengths
➢Weaknesses
➢Exemplars
➢Common Mistakes
➢Conclusions

➢Speaking
➢Strengths
➢Weaknesses
➢Conclusions



Assessment Design

• the Basic Competency (BC) Descriptors (Tryout Version) for 
English Language at the end of Key Stage 3 (Secondary 3)

• the Supplement to the English Language Education Key 
Learning Area Curriculum Guide (Secondary 1 - 3) (CDC, 
2018) 

• the English Language Education Key Learning Area 
Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 – Secondary 6) (CDC, 2017)



SEN Students

• Based on the principle of equal opportunities, some students may 
require special arrangements to be made by schools to enable 
them to demonstrate their achievements in learning in 
examinations.

• The HKEAA will make corresponding arrangements in assessment 
administration for schools which have selected special 
arrangements “WS0”, “WS4”, “WS6”, “WS7” in order to facilitate 
students to complete the assessments.



Special Arrangements for 
Students with SEN

“Special Arrangements for Internal Examinations for Students with Special 
Educational Needs” website: 

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/major-level-of-
edu/special-educational-needs/supporting-
resources/SpecialExamArrangement_20181210_en.pdf

https://www.edb.gov.hk/attachment/en/curriculum-development/major-level-of-edu/special-educational-needs/supporting-resources/SpecialExamArrangement_20181210_en.pdf


TSA Reports
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Report Content

I.   Existing Version

II.  Simplified Version

• School Report

• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by Sub-Papers)

• Item Analysis Report 

(sorted by BC)

➢ Performances of students in Chinese Language, English 

Language and Mathematics

➢ Performances of students in each sub-paper (PDF and Excel 

files available)

➢ Performances of students in each Basic Competency (PDF and 

Excel files available)

III.  Basic Competency 

Report by Item Groups

➢ Performances of students in different skills (with student 

exemplars)

IV. Information Analysis 

Report 

➢ Information analysis of items (with question intents, 

information analysis for each option and school percentages) 

V. School Report for Non-

Chinese Speaking Students

VI. School Report for 

Students with Special 

Education Needs 

➢ Schools with five or more than five non-Chinese speaking 

(NCS) students / students with special education needs (SEN) 

taking part in the TSA can download the report from the BCA 

website

TSA 2024 Report ➢ Report on the Basic Competencies of Students in Chinese 

Language, English Language and Mathematics 

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk

Online Interactive Reports ➢ Teachers can log in to the system to browse the item data, 

items of individual sub-papers and marking schemes

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/


Teacher Account - Secondary
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Online Item Analysis Report
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher User 
Guide

http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher User 
Guide
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Online Item Analysis Report – Teacher User 
Guide
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Online Item Analysis Report

Login and Update Password

Accept the “Protocol of School Level 

Data of the TSA”
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Reports school 
has chosen for 
each subject

Reports and 
formats 

available to 
download
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Online Item Analysis Report (sorted by Basic Competencies)

Interactive Report

Subject 

&

Level

Skills, Question 

Papers and 

Marking Schemes

Basic 

Competency and 

Question Intent

Paper and Item Numbers

Explanation 

of Options
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Question Paper

Marking Scheme
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TSA Data

Item with Answer

Tapescript
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Suggested 

Follow Up 

Activities

http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net
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3 Years’ 

Performance
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Writing Exemplars
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Writing Exemplars with Annotations
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Speaking Question Papers
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Basic Competency Report by Item Groups

Skills: Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking
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Basic Competency Report by Item Groups

Annex

Listening

Reading
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Basic Competency Report by Item 

Groups – Student Exemplars

Writing

Speaking
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Information Analysis Report *

* for MC questions only

• Basic 

Competency

• Item

• Question Intent

• Information 

Analysis for 

each option

• School 

Percentage

• Paper: 

9EL1-3

9ER1-3
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Information Analysis Report 
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Useful Website

http://wlts.edb.hkedcity.net

1. Choose Subject

What’s Hot
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2. Choose Key Stage

3. Select Skill

4. Select BC
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6. Preview/
Download Task

5. Find materials 
suited to your 
students and 

according to the 
BC’s
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Preview – shows 
the level of 

difficulty and gives 
detailed 

information about 
the task. 



TSA 2024
English Language

33
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Purposes of TSA and Written Assessments

PURPOSES
➢ To enhance teaching and learning in Chinese, English and Mathematics

➢ To enable the government to provide support to those schools in need of assistance

➢ To monitor the effectiveness of education policies 

WRITTEN ASSESSMENT
➢ Specific testing points – Basic Competency (BC) with descriptors provided by the 

Education Bureau (EDB)

➢ Items cover a wide range of BC descriptors but each student only does one sub-paper 
for each component (speaking, listening, reading and writing)

➢ Common items are distributed across sub-papers for equating purposes to compare 
students’ abilities



Percentages of Students Achieving 
English Language Basic Competency 

in 2006 – 2019, 2023 & 2024

YEAR TSA 

2006

TSA 

2007

TSA 

2008

TSA 

2009

TSA 

2010

TSA 

2011

TSA 

2012

TSA

2013

S3 68.6

%

69.2

%

68.9

%

68.8

%

69.2

%

69.2

%

69.1

%

69.5

%

35

YEAR TSA 

2014

TSA 

2015

TSA 

2016

TSA 

2017

TSA 

2018

TSA 

2019

TSA 

2023

TSA

2024

S3 69.3

%

69.4

%

69.6

%

69.7

%

69.8

%

69.5

%

67.8

%

67.0

%
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Territory-wide System Assessment 2024

Dimension/
Skill

S3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening 9EL1
9EL2
9EL3

31 about 35 minutes

Reading 9ER1
9ER2
9ER3

36 35 minutes

Writing 9EW1
9EW2
9EW3

3 40 minutes

Speaking Individual 
Presentation

8 3 minutes for preparation 
2 minutes for assessment

Group Interaction 8 3 minutes for preparation
4 minutes for assessment



Overall Performance of General 
Students, Non-Chinese Speaking 
Students (NCS) and Students with 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
in TSA 2024 
Secondary 3 English Language 

Listening 
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Listening  - Text types

2019 2023 2024

Exchanges

- discussion with

interviews

- conversation and 

report

- radio broadcast 

- recording 

Exchanges

- conversation

- recording

- discussion

- information session

Exchanges

- Interviews

- discussion

- radio broadcast

- information session

Literary Text

- poem

Literary Text

- poem

Literary Text

- poem
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Performance of General Students
in Listening 2024

Strengths

✓ extracting specific information
✓ deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions 
✓ identifying rhymes
✓ discriminating between intonations for a range of purposes
✓ distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
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Extracting specific information 
Many students were able to identify that the wall was built to protect the borders of China, when 
they heard ‘The wall was built to protect the borders of China from enemies and attacks.’

Task Name: History Project – Wonders of the World (Radio Broadcast)
Task Content: The students are learning about the wonders of the world.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.4 / 9EL2 Part 2 Q.4

General 
Students
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Identifying rhymes
Many students were able to identify the rhyming pair in the fifth stanza of the poem. 

Task Name: Being Brave (Poem) 
Task Content: The poem is about being sick and what happens. 

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.5

General 
Students
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Discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes 
The majority of students were able to work out that the girls sounded very excited when they 
exclaimed, ‘Ooh shopping!’.

Task Name: Fitness Programme (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording about fitness programmes for 
students.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.6 

General 
Students



43

Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
On hearing the third stanza of the poem, many students worked out the main idea of the stanza.

Task Name: Being Brave (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about being sick and what happens. 

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.3

General 
Students



44

Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students 

in Listening 2024

Strengths

✓ identifying rhymes
✓ discriminating between intonations for a range of purposes
✓ deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions
✓ understanding the connection between ideas by identifying a 

range of cohesive devices
✓ using personal experiences and knowledge of the world 
✓ identifying the sequence of events
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Understanding the connections between ideas by identifying a range of cohesive devices
After listening to the conversation between Pansy and Tommy, most of the students understood that 
Tommy was working with students and doing public speaking.

Task Name: Healthy Snacks at the School Canteen (Interview)
Task Content: The students are discussing some healthy snacks to sell at the school 
canteen. 

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.5

NCS 
Students
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Using personal experiences and knowledge of the world 
After listening to Tony, the majority of students were able to apply their knowledge of the world 
and understood that ‘graffiti artists’ are those people who illegally paint pictures and words on 
walls and buildings. 

Task Name: History Project – Wonders of the World (Radio Broadcast) 
Task Content: The students are learning about the wonders of the world.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.7/ 9EL2 Part 2 Q.7

NCS 
Students
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Identifying the sequence of events  
After hearing the interview, many students understood that this was the correct sequence of the 
things that Margaret had to do as the costume designer for the film. 

Task Name: Golden Films Awards and Information (Interview with Information Sheet)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording of an interview at the Golden 
Film Awards Press Conference.

9EL2 Part 1 Q.153

1
2

4

NCS 
Students
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Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)  

in Listening 2024

Strengths

✓ identifying rhymes
✓ distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
✓ discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes
✓ understanding the connections between ideas by 

identifying cohesive devices
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Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details
On hearing the third stanza of the poem, many students worked out the main idea of the stanza.

Task Name: Being Brave (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about being sick and what happens. 

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.3

Students 
with SEN
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Discriminating between intonation for a range of purposes 
Quite a number of students were able to work out that the girls sounded very excited when they 
exclaimed, ‘Ooh shopping!’.

Task Name: Fitness Programme (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording about fitness programmes for 
students.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.6 

Students 
with SEN
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Understanding the connection between ideas by identifying a range of cohesive devices.  
Almost half of the students were able to work out what the wall was built of. 

Task Name: History Project – Wonders of the World (Radio Broadcast)
Task Content: The students are learning about the wonders of the world.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.6/ 9EL2 Part 2 Q.6 

Students 
with SEN
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Still an area of weakness is the integrated section where students are required to write short one 
word answers/fill in the blanks. 
This is where they have to rely on their spelling skills as well as their listening skills. There are still 
issues with spelling and this year again with the spelling of simple words they should be familiar 
with and be able to spell – numbers and nouns. 

This year the integrated section was in 9EL1 and 9EL3, Part 1, Part B and the topic was about 
healthy snacks for the school canteen. It required students to complete the notes by filling in one 
word answers – prompts were provided to assist students.  

➢extracting and spelling specific information
➢deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions 
➢understanding the connection between ideas with the help of 

discourse markers
➢predicting the likely development of the topic

Performance of General Students in Listening 2024
Weaknesses
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Extracting specific Information

Students had difficulty in identifying and correctly spelling the specific words.

Task Name: Healthy Snacks at the School Canteen (Interview)
Task Content: The students are listening to an information session about some healthy 
snacks to sell at the school canteen. 

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.11& 12

General 
Students
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Deducing the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions 
Some students found it difficult to work out the meaning of the word ‘extra’ from the context 
provided.

Task Name: Golden Film Awards (Interview with Information Sheet)
Task Content: Students have to read the information sheet about Hong Kong Martial Arts 
Festival. 

9EL2 Part 1 Q.4

General 
Students
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Making connections between ideas with the help of discourse markers
Some students had difficulty in working out what Miss Wong thought might make this year’s 
programme work.

Task Name: Fitness Programme (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording about fitness programmes for 
students.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.2

General 
Students
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Predicting the likely development of the topic
Some students found it difficult to predict what the radio host and her guests would continue to 
talk about after listening to the interview.

Task Name: History Project – Wonders of the World (Radio Broadcast)
Task Content: The students are learning about the wonders of the world.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.8 / 9EL2 Part 2 Q.8

General 
Students



57

Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students 

in Listening 2024

Weaknesses

➢ extracting and correctly spelling specific information

➢ predicting the likely development of the topic
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Extracting specific information 
About half of the students were able to identify where the Kung Fu Trek Competition was held. 

Task Name: Golden Films Awards (Interview with Information Sheet)
Task Content: Students have to read the information sheet about Hong Kong Martial Arts 
Festival. 

9EL2 Part 1 Q.9


NCS 
Students
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Predicting the likely development of the topic
Some students found it difficult to predict what the radio host and her guests would continue to 
talk about after listening to the interview.

Task Name: History Project – Wonders of the World (Radio Broadcast) 
Task Content: The students are learning about the wonders of the world.

9EL1 Part 3 Q.8 / 9EL2 Part 2 Q.8

NCS 
Students
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Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)  

in Listening 2024

Weaknesses

➢ extracting and correctly spelling specific information

➢ making connections between discourse markers

➢ predicting the likely development of the topic
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Extracting specific Information

Students had difficulty in identifying and correctly spelling the specific words.

Task Name: Healthy Snacks at the School Canteen (Interview)
Task Content: The students are listening to an information session about some healthy 
snacks to sell at the school canteen. 

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.11& 12
‘con’, ‘nets’, 

‘nack’, ‘nickes’
‘milks’, ‘milke’

Students 
with SEN
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Making connections between ideas with the help of discourse markers
Some students had difficulty in working out what Miss Wong thought might make this year’s 
programme work.

Task Name: Fitness Programme (Discussion)
Task Content: The students are listening to a recording about fitness programmes for 
students.

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.2

Students 
with SEN
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Conclusions - Listening
• Exposure to a wider range of thematic vocabulary in context 

• Exposure to unfamiliar words/phrases/expressions through authentic texts 
(listed below)

• Exposure to different/authentic spoken texts including, advertisements, 
poems, dialogues, conversations, podcasts, news, audiobooks, films, 
public speeches, interviews, debates, …. on a very wide range of topics, 
including local and world current events, teen issues, hot topics, historical 
events, everyday events to do with the home, keeping pets, family, special 
interest, hobbies……

• Exposure to a range of different voices – varying accents, children’s voices 
and a variety of adult voices

• Exposure to a wider range of speeds in spoken texts



Overall Performance of General 
Students, Non-Chinese Speaking 
Students (NCS) and Students with 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
in TSA 2024 
Secondary 3 English Language 

Reading 
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Reading – Text Types

2019 2023 2024

Information Texts

- newspaper page
- article
- report
- encyclopaedia page,    

book information and   
book blurb

- magazine extract

Information Texts

- article
- information leaflet
- fact sheet
- leaflet and map
- newspaper article

Information Texts

- newspaper article
- promotional poster

- article

- encyclopaedia page

- newsletter 

- interview

- pamphlet

Narrative Texts

- poem

Narrative Texts

- poem

Narrative Texts

- poem



Reading – Text Types

66
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Performance of General Students
in Reading 2024

Strengths

✓identifying specific information
✓using contextual clues
✓understanding connection between ideas by identifying a 

range of cohesive devices
✓identifying rhymes
✓identifying main ideas
✓analysing and integrating relevant points from one or more 

than one text
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Identifying specific information 
The majority of students were able to work out when coffee trees start to produce beans.

Task Name: The Story of Coffee (Pamphlet)
Task Content: The pamphlet covers the origins and facts about coffee.

9ER3 Part 1 Q.9







General 
Students
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Using contextual clues
The majority of students were able to work out that the temperature in Rajasthan was higher 
than normal, and that Sanjit had a longer summer holiday as a result. 

Task Name: Natural Disasters around the World (Newspaper Article)
Task Content: The newspaper article is about natural disasters around the world and 
their impacts. 

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.10

General 
Students
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Identifying main ideas
Many students were able to work out that board games are good for children because they can 
help develop various skills among children.

Task Name: The History of Board Games (Encyclopaedia Page)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia page is about board games and their benefits for 
children.

9ER2 Part 2 Q.7

General 
Students
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Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students 

in Reading 2024

Strengths

✓ identifying general and specific information
✓ identifying rhymes
✓ using contextual clues
✓ working out the meaning of unknown words and expressions
✓ making inferences
✓ using knowledge of features of different text types 
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Working out the meaning of unknown words and expressions
The majority of students were able to identify that an ‘evacuation’ means moving people from a 
dangerous place to safety.

Task Name: Disasters Around the World (Newspaper Article)
Task Content: The newspaper article is about natural disasters around the world and 
their impacts. 

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.9

NCS 
Students
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Making inferences
The majority of students were able to work out that the entry to the museum was free on 

public holidays, and therefore most people would probably prefer to visit on those days.

Task Name: Toys Now and Then (Promotional Poster and Article)
Task Content: The encyclopaedia page is about board games and their benefits for 
children.

9ER1 Part 3 Q.6

NCS 
Students
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Using knowledge of features of different text types
The majority of students were able to identify that the information in this pamphlet could also 
appear on a coffee shop poster. 

Task Name: The Story of Coffee (Pamphlet)
Task Content: The pamphlet covers the origins and facts about coffee.

9ER3 Part 1 Q.12

heading and 
subheadings

images, 
graphs and 

charts

bullet points

brief text 

NCS 
Students
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Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)  

in Reading 2024

Strengths

✓ sequencing events
✓ identifying specific information 
✓ identifying rhymes
✓ analysing and integrating relevant points from one or 

more than one text 
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Sequencing events
A considerable number of students were able to work out the sequence of strange events that 
happened after the poet woke up in the morning. 

Task Name: I Woke up This Morning
Task Content: The poem is about the strange events that happened after the poet woke 
up in the morning.

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.6

Students 
with SEN
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Task Name: I Woke up This Morning (Poem)
Task Content: The poem is about the strange events that happened after the poet woke 
up in the morning.

Identifying rhymes
More than half of the students were able to identify the rhyming words in the poem.

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.2

Students 
with SEN
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Analysing and integrating relevant points from one or more than one text  
About half of the students were able to work out that the Toy Workshops for Young and Old 

cost the same as the price for a family pass and the workshops were for people of all ages. 

Task Name: Toys Now and Then (Promotional Poster and Article)
Task Content: The task is about toys from the past and present.

9ER1 Part 3 Q.7

Students 
with SEN
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Performance of General Students
in Reading 2024

Weaknesses

➢locating information in simple charts and directories

➢using dictionary skills

➢understanding connection between ideas by identifying a range of 
cohesive devices

➢identifying details that support main ideas

➢identifying sequencing of events

➢using knowledge of the world
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Understanding the connection between ideas by identifying a range of cohesive devices
Half of the students were able to work out that trespassing on private property is against the 
law and trespassers can be arrested.

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling (Newsletter and Interview)
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.6

General 
Students
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Identifying details that support a main idea
Half of the students were able to work out that freegans also reuse clothes and other goods.

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling (Newsletter and Interview)
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.9

General 
Students
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Identifying the sequence of events 
About half of the students were able to work out the correct order of things happening to 
Mariela.

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling (Newsletter and Interview)
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER1 Part 3 Q.12

The company closed suddenly after 
we had moved to New York.
2→ 3  (not 3 → 2) 

One day,…I saw employees (of the 
supermarket) throwing food into 
large bins. The food was still 
packaged…I grabbed everything I 
could and ran home.       4

Ever since then we have 
been freegans.  1 

Mariela used her experience 
to make a film.     1 



General 
Students
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Using knowledge of the world 
About half of the students were able to correctly work out that board games are usually played 
on a table top as a flat surface is needed to stop the pieces from falling off. 

Task Name: The History of Board Games (Encyclopaedia Page) 
Task Content: The encyclopaedia page is about board games and their benefits for children. 

9ER2 Part 2 Q.2

B. counters can be moved as long as 
there is a flat surface, i.e. not 

necessarily on a table




General 
Students
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Performance of 
Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students 

in Reading 2024

Weaknesses

➢ locating information in simple price lists, charts 
and directories 

➢predicting the likely development of the text 
➢using dictionary skills
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Locating information in simple charts and directories 
Some students found it difficult to identify that ‘Youth Electronics’ made the least money, and is 
thus the smallest category of toys.

Task Name: Toys Now and Then (Promotional Poster and Article)
Task Content: The task is about toys from the past and present.

9ER1 Part 3 Q.12

NCS 
Students



86

Predicting the likely development of the text
Some students found it difficult to predict that the next page of the newsletter would 
continue to focus on ways to reuse and recycle things to save the environment.

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.16

NCS 
Students
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Using dictionary skills
Some students found it difficult to work out the meaning of the word ‘chain’ in the context 
provided. 

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling (Newsletter and Interview)
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.7





NCS 
Students



88

Performance of 
Students with Special Education Needs (SEN)

in Reading 2024

Weaknesses

➢ working out the meaning of unknown words and expressions 
➢ locating information in simple price lists, charts and directories 
➢ using dictionary skills
➢ understanding the connection between ideas by identifying a 

range of cohesive devices 
➢ identifying details that support a main idea
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Understanding the connection between ideas by identifying a range of cohesive devices
Some students found it difficult to work out that trespassing on private property is against the 
law and trespassers can be arrested.

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling (Newsletter and Interview)
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.6

Students 
with SEN
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Identifying details that support a main idea
Some students found it difficult to work out that freegans also reuse clothes and other goods.

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling (Newsletter and Interview)
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.9

Students 
with SEN
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Using dictionary skills
Some students found it difficult to work out the meaning of the word ‘chain’ in the context 
provided. 

Task Name: Reducing, Reusing and Recycling (Newsletter and Interview)
Task Content: The newsletter and interview are about the freeganism movement and 
how freegans live. 

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.7





Students 
with SEN
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Conclusions - Reading

• Expand thematic vocabulary of students in context 

• Exposure to different text types – authentic newspaper 
articles, posters, poems, articles, pamphlets, fact sheets,
reviews – books, movies, instructional materials, blogs… 
and different topics/content both online and in paper 
format

• Familiar and unfamiliar topic/content materials

• Exposure to different question types and question 
intents – teach them to look for clues, key words – in the 
question stem and also in the passages

• Get the students to think of what might come next – what 
is most likely to follow given the topic?



Overall Performance of General 
Students, Non-Chinese Speaking 
Students (NCS) and Students with 
Special Education Needs (SEN) 
in TSA 2024 
Secondary 3 English Language 

Writing 
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Writing 2024
Strengths

• Most students with good performance in writing demonstrated 
competence and an attempt to communicate relevant ideas, information, 
opinions and feelings appropriate to the context and purpose. 

• The following student exemplars illustrate students’ work with the 
following characteristics:

✓ relevant content and ideas expressed effectively 
✓ adequate overall planning and organization
✓ paragraphs developed with supporting details
✓ coherent links within and between paragraphs
✓ a wider range of vocabulary and language patterns used appropriately
✓ few grammatical, spelling, capitalisation and punctuation mistakes
✓ features used correctly with few tense shifts and a better focus on the 

subject and event
✓ clear understanding of the audience and format as well as context and 

purpose
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Writing

Strengths

• 9EW1

• 9EW2

• 9EW3

Exemplars and Annotation
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(9EW1) 
A School Day with No Internet and Phones
In this task, students were 
asked to write a story about a 
school day without the Internet 
and mobile phones. Picture 
prompts were provided.

Your school turned off the 
Internet for one day and all 
phones were banned. Your 
English teacher has asked you 
to write about what you did on 
that day and what happened. 
Give your story a title.

You may use some of the ideas 
from the pictures provided 
and/or your own ideas in your 
writing. Write your story in 
about 150 words.
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9EW1 – story
Exemplar 1 

Title

Setting 

Characters’ reactions

worrying about/over what they should do

A wide range of 
vocabulary and 

expressions 
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Exemplar 1 

Description of 
characters’ 
actions and 

thoughts

went outside to get some fresh air

Use of 
temporal 
markers 

A wide range of 
vocabulary and 

expressions 

9EW1 – story



99

Exemplar 1 

the fight did 
not last long/ 
the fight 
stopped 
soon

Climax 

Resolution 

Use of 
temporal 
markers 

Writer’s 
opinion

A wide 
range of 

vocabulary 
and 

expressions 

9EW1 – story



9EW1 – story Exemplar 2 

Title

Setting 

Characters’ reactions

A wide range 
of vocabulary 

and 
expressions 



• Eoro

9EW1 – story Exemplar 2 

Use of 
temporal 
markers 

Description of 
characters’ 
actions and 

thoughts

Climax

A wide range of 
vocabulary and 

expressions 

Errors in 
capitalisation



9EW1 – story Exemplar 2 

Errors in 
capitalisation

Overuse of 
commas

A wide range of 
vocabulary and 

expressions 

Rhetorical 
questions



9EW1 – story
Exemplar 3 

Begin the story 
with a dialogue 
that introduces 
the school day 

without 
phones and 
the Internet



9EW1 – story
Exemplar 3 

The writer’s 
reactions and 

feelings 



9EW1 – story
Exemplar 3 

The writer’s 
feelings -

the 
unexpected 
benefits of a 

no phone day 

Use of temporal markers 



9EW1 – story

Exemplar 3 

Without a 
clear storyline, 

this reads 
more like a 
diary entry 

Includes 
reflection in 
conclusion
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW1 

✓ Students didn’t just rely on the picture prompts provided; some used their personal 

experiences and provided detailed descriptions about what happened and the 

reactions of the characters.

✓ Students were able to create an engaging story by incorporating story features, 

such as characters, plot structure, dialogue and a moral.
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Some strengths to highlight

9EW1 – Sentences, Phrases and Vocabulary

✓ Capable students used some good language which made their writing a pleasure to 

read –

❑ Banning the Internet – can’t stop us from learning (Title) 

❑ Our usual fun and engaging in-class learning activities such as Kahoot! or Nearpod 

were also not allowed!

❑ Feeling confused and nervous, we got back to our classroom and had our first ‘unusual 

lesson’. 

❑ The inconvenience was pushing many of us to the verge of rage. 

❑ As the bell that dismisses us from school rang, we were hoping for even more time to 

stay and some students were not planning to leave school. 

❑ We started to feel optimistic about this unpredictable event as we were having a 

chance to reconstruct our bonds with one another. 
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Some errors to ponder
9EW1

Some of the students didn’t know what to write or had no idea of how to write a story. 

Some basic features of a story, such as characters, plot structure and dialogue, were not 
evident.

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students still have difficulty using correct spelling, past tense as well as the singular
and plural forms

• many student instead of many students

• resets instead of recesses

• fright instead of fight

• reading book and eat snacks instead of were reading books and eating snacks  

• baskball instead of basketball

• perent instead of parents
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(9EW2)
Helping to Save the Environment
In this task, students were asked to write a 
speech about environmental problems, their 
causes and possible solutions. Picture prompts 
were provided.

You have been learning about environmental 
disasters in class. You have been asked to write 
a speech for the special Environmental 
Awareness School Assembly about the 
damage done to the environment. Write about 
some environmental problems, their causes 
and possible solutions. Include information on 
what students and schools in Hong Kong can 
do to protect the environment. Give your 
speech a title.

You may use some of the ideas from the 
information provided and/or your own ideas in 
your writing. Write your speech in about 150 
words.
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 4 

Greeting 

A clear 
introduction 
that includes 

the reason for 
the speech.

Effective use of 
connectives

A wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary 

and expressions 

Problem →
Solutions
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 4 

Connection 
between 

paragraphs

A wide range 
of topic 
specific 

vocabulary and 
expressions 

Problem →
Solutions
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 4 

Problem →
Solutions

Connection 
between 

paragraphs

A wide range of 
topic specific 

vocabulary and 
expressions 
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 5 

Title 

Greeting 

A clear 
introduction that 

states its purposes
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 5 

The causes of the 
environmental 

problems 

The damage done 
to the  

environment disappear?

A wide range of 
topic specific 

vocabulary and 
expressions 

Use of rhetorical 
questions 

Do you really believe that it will magically
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 5 

The causes of the 
environmental 

problems 

The damage done 
to the  

environment 

Connection 
between 

paragraphs

a wide range of 
topic specific 

vocabulary and 
expressions 
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 5 

Connection 
between 

paragraphs

Possible solutions 

A wide range 
of topic 
specific 

vocabulary and 
expressions 
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9EW2 – Speech Exemplar 5 

A closing 
paragraph with a 
brief call to action
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9EW2 – Speech
Exemplar 6 

Start with 
questions to 

capture attention

A clear 
introduction that 

states the  
purposes of the 

speech
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9EW2 – Speech
Exemplar 6 

Problem →
Solutions

A wide range of 
topic specific 

vocabulary and 
expressions 

Connection within 
the paragraph



121

9EW2 – Speech
Exemplar 6 

Problem →
Solutions

A wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary 

and expressions 

Connection within 
the paragraph
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9EW2 – Speech
Exemplar 6 

Problem →
Solutions

A wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary and 

expressions 

Connection within 
the paragraph
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9EW2 – Speech
Exemplar 6 

Problem →
Solutions

a wide range of topic specific 
vocabulary and expressions 
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9EW2 – Speech
Exemplar 6 

A closing 
paragraph with a 
brief call to action
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW2

✓ Capable students used the prompts as a starting point but added their own 

ideas and also their prior knowledge to provide relevant information about the 

environmental problems and feasible solutions. 
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW2 – Issues and Solutions 

Causes Solutions 

Environmental 
problems

“Factories illegally release 
sewage to the ocean. These 

industrial waste contains heavy 
metal like mercury which is 

extremely toxic.” 

“Governments from all round the 
globe should gather and take 

tougher measures on monitoring 
illegal industrial activities.” 

Environmental 
problems

“ We consume a lot of plastic in 
our daily lives. However, if it is not 

treated properly in waste 
treatment facilities, it may flow 
out to the ocean. As it is non-

degradable, it needs at least 450 
years to be degraded. It breaks 

into small pieces and poses 
threats to marine lives. Animals 

may be trapped with plastic tape 
and suffocate on bottle caps.” 

“We must apply the 4Rs principle 
– Recycle, Reuse, Reduce and 
Replace…As a result, it helps 
lower the number of plastic 

waste in the ocean and reduces 
the possibility of marine animals 

being trapped by plastics.” 
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW2 – Issues and Solutions 

Causes Solutions 

Drought “An increase in temperature 
exacerbates the drought 
conditions in some dry 

regions…the animals and humans 
living there suffer from intense 
heat, as well as a lack of water 

and food.”

“We cannot prevent droughts 
from happening completely but 

we can reduce their frequency by 
mitigating global warming. We 
can help by stop using private 
cars and switching to public 

transport…”

Bushfires “Bushfires, either driven by 
intense heat or human acts of 
burning to obtain farmlands, 

cause massive damage to forests. 
The fires destroy habitats and 

even kill animals.” 

“We can donate to trustworthy 
non-profit organisations that are 

responsible for environmental 
protection. It is our duty to 
protect the Earth so that 

creatures and humans do not 
cease to exist.” 
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Some errors to ponder
9EW2

• Some of the students didn’t know what to write or had no idea of how to properly 
start and end the speech. 

• Some titles failed to accurately reflect the content of the speech.

• No proper opening and closing of a speech

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students still have difficulty using correct spelling, present tense as well as the

singular and plural forms

• the earth instead of the Earth

• too much rubbishs instead of too much rubbish

• air-conditionors instead of air-conditioners

• Dolphen instead of dolphins 
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(9EW3) Typhoons in Hong Kong
In this task, students were asked to write 
an article about what happens to Hong 
Kong when typhoons hit. Picture prompts 
were provided.

The last typhoon that hit Hong Kong 
injured some people and caused a lot of 
damage. You have been asked to write an 
article for an overseas student magazine, 
explaining what happens in Hong Kong 
when typhoons hit, the dangers of 
typhoons and the damage they can 
cause. You should also mention the 
things people should and should not do 
to stay safe on typhoon days. Give your 
article a title.

You may use some of the ideas from the 
pictures and/or your own ideas in your 
writing. Write the article in about 150 
words.
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 7 

A title 

A clear 
introduction that 
outlines the main 
ideas of the article 

A wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary and 

expressions 

Effective use of 
connectives
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 7 

A wide range of 
topic specific 

vocabulary and 
expressions 

A detailed 
description about 
what happens in 
Hong Kong when 

typhoons hit
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 7 

Effective use of connectives

Errors in subject/verb 
agreement

things become

Advice: things 
people should and 
should not do to 

stay safe on 
typhoon days

The intense winds hit

A wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary and 

expressions 
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 8 

A title 

A clear 
introduction that 
briefly describes 
what happens in 
Hong Kong when 

typhoons hit 

occurrence

A wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary 

and expressions 
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 8 

The danger of 
typhoons

The damage they 
can cause 

Supporting details

mountains

Giving
examples

5W1H
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 8 

Clearly explained 
advice: 

things people 
should and should 
not do to stay safe 
on typhoon days
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 8 

Extensive content: 

explain the 
formation of 

typhoons 
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 8 

The conclusion 
imparts a message 
about expressing 
gratitude to the 

public emergency 
services and city 
cleaners for their 

contributions 
during typhoons.
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 9 

A suitable title 

A  brief 
introduction that 
outlines the main 
ideas of the article 
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9EW3 – Article Exemplar 9 

The danger of 
typhoons

The damage they 
can cause 

Effective use of 
connectives

A wide range of topic 
specific vocabulary 

and expressions 
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 9 

Clearly explained 
advice: 

things people 
should and should 
not do to stay safe 
on typhoon days
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9EW3 – Article
Exemplar 9 

A general 
conclusion 

expresses the 
hope that the 
information 

provided in the 
article can help 
readers to stay 

safe on typhoon 
days.
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW3 – Interesting and Suitable Article Titles

Dreadful typhoons in Hong Kong Hong Kong horrible typhoons

Typhoon: why is it dangerous? Why is it dangerous when typhoons strike

Typhoons in Hong Kong – dangers and 
precautions 

When typhoons hit Hong Kong 

The mighty typhoons
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Some strengths to highlight
9EW3

✓ Capable students used the prompts as a starting point but also added their 

own ideas and also prior knowledge.

✓ Capable students were able to use their own experience and observations 

to write about the damage typhoons can cause and give sensible advice 

about the things people should and should not do to stay safe on typhoon 

days:

❑ In some low-lying areas, like Macau and Tai O, flooding may happen.

❑ As the roads are blocked by debris, rescue jobs may become difficult…

❑ Do remember to check the Hong Kong Observatory for any updates on 

the weather and carry out appropriate measures to stay safe. 

❑ People should not go to coastal areas during typhoon days…It is not fun 

and wise to surf or take photos along the sea while there are typhoons. 
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Some errors to ponder
9EW3

➢ Space was provided to write the title of the article, but some students didn’t write 
anything.

➢ Many of the weaker students just cobbled together something from the picture and 
word prompts. They didn’t use any of their own ideas. 

➢ Students lacked the vocabulary in many instances to accurately describe what
happens when typhoons hit, the damage they can cause and what people should or 
should not do to stay safe.

➢ Format – many students failed to provide a title for their article. 

➢ Proofreading – many students didn’t read their work carefully, resulting in spelling 
mistakes and other errors.
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Some errors to ponder
9EW3

Some of the students didn’t know what to write or had no idea of how to write an 
article about typhoons in Hong Kong.

Vocabulary and expressions 

Students still have difficulty using correct spelling, present tense as well as the singular
and plural forms

• peoples were scared instead of people are scared

• many water instead of a lot of water

• to prevent your windows to broke instead of to prevent your windows from breaking 

• strong winds makes instead of strong winds make 

• everytimes instead of sometimes / every time
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Conclusions - Writing
• Lack of planning and organization as well as proofreading

• Adherence to prompts resulted in a lack of elaboration and a lack of originality. 

• Exposure to a wider variety of vocabulary and expansion of vocabulary bank to 
enable more in depth explanations and reasoning and less dependence on 
prompts for ideas. Even with topics familiar to students (9EW2/3), students still 
had difficulty expressing their ideas due to a lack of vocabulary/ideas.

• Students had relevant and creative ideas but failed to express them clearly and 
accurately in English, most evident in story writing (9EW1). 

• Students generally have an understanding of the format of different genre but 
still need to be mindful of the purpose and audience  the opening and closing 
paragraphs as well as the tone will be affected (9EW2/3).

• Students should follow the instructions provided and include the information 
that is asked for (what students and schools in Hong Kong can do to protect the 
environment in 9EW2, the damage typhoons can cause in 9EW3)
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Speaking
Individual Presentation

❖Completing Assignments and/or Homework

❖Online Social Networks

❖My Best Subject

❖Environmental Issues in Hong Kong

❖Organising the Class Christmas Party

❖How I Spent my Recent Holiday

❖Planning a School Fair / Open Day

❖Exchange Trips with Schools in Mainland 

China
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Speaking – Individual Presentation

Students with good speaking skills were competent in the following four areas:
‘ideas and organisation’, ‘vocabulary and language patterns’, ‘pronunciation and
delivery’ and ‘strategies for oral communication’.

• Students expressed ideas, information and opinions that were relevant and
reasonably clear with supporting details.

• Students were capable of using varied and appropriate language patterns and
vocabulary to enrich their presentation.

• They could also speak fluently with few errors in pronunciation and use
intonation to enhance their presentation.

• They showed an awareness of their audience by maintaining good eye contact
with the oral examiners.
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 Ideas & Organisation
 Express ideas that are relevant to inform and explain with details

 Communicate ideas clearly and coherently

 Vocabulary & Language Patterns
 Use varied and appropriate language patterns

 Use appropriate vocabulary

 Pronunciation & Delivery
 Speak clearly and fluently, with few or no errors in pronunciation

 Use intonation to enhance communication

 Strategies for Oral Communication
 Show appropriate awareness of audience (e.g. eye contact)

Speaking - Individual Presentation
Strengths 
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Speaking - Individual Presentation
Strengths and Weaknesses 

• Most students could support their ideas with adequate examples and deliver their
presentation using simple language patterns and familiar vocabulary.

• Some of them, however, relied heavily on the given prompts and could not elaborate
their ideas.

• Some weaker students read directly from their notes and did not make eye contact
with their audience as well as relying on formulaic and memorised phrases.

• Some students were unfamiliar with some key words and made errors in their pronunciation,
for example, ‘decorate’, ‘benefits’, ‘environmental issues’, ‘organising’, ‘assignment’, ‘recent’,
‘addiction’, ‘companies’, ‘Christmas’, ‘subject’, ‘exchange’, and ‘trip’.

• Some students did not read the instructions carefully. When asked to give a presentation on
‘How I Spent my Recent Holiday’, some students wrongly used the simple future tense and
talked about their holiday plans instead of sharing their experience and reflection.
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Speaking
Group Interaction

❖ Giving suggestions on how to decorate the school

❖Organising activities to introduce students to 

different jobs

❖Organising activities for English Week

❖Giving suggestions on how to promote reading

❖Giving suggestions on how to improve the school 

library

❖Organising a beach cleaning event

❖Preparing for the orientation programme to help 

new students get used to school life

❖Organising an overseas study tour
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Speaking – Group Interaction

Students with good speaking skills were competent in conveying ideas
intelligibly as well as using simple strategies for effective oral communication.

• Students could respond to relevant ideas with supporting details provided.
They demonstrated a good range of vocabulary and were reasonably clear
in expressing opinions.

• Pronunciation of familiar and unfamiliar words was generally clear and
accurate.

• Students could use various strategies for oral communication. They also
used ‘I agree/I agree with you’ and overused ‘How about you?’, but
failed to add any explanation of why they agreed with what had been
said – again, evidence of limited understanding of/ability to use
interaction strategies or knowledge of how to interact to keep the
discussion going naturally.
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 Task Completion – Ideas and Intelligibility
 Express and/or respond to ideas that are relevant with supporting 

details

 Strategies for Oral Communication
 Use appropriate formulaic expressions and/or simple turn-taking 

strategies to maintain interaction

Speaking – Group Interactions 
Strengths
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Speaking – Group Interaction
Strengths and Weaknesses 

• Although most students could express and respond to ideas that were relevant to the
topics, some of them failed to elaborate their ideas in greater detail. Some weaker
students managed to join the discussion with the help of more capable students or the
prompts provided.

• Students could generally use a limited range of formulaic expressions to respond to
others, for example, ‘I agree with you’, ‘That’s very good’, ‘I think that…’.

• Most students were able to sustain the discussion with simple turn-taking strategies.
Although some students responded very well to others’ ideas before adding their own
points, many of them responded mechanically or unnaturally to others with limited eye
contact and they were also unable to provide supporting details, evidencing limited
interaction and communication strategies or knowledge of how to continue.

• Students also used ‘I agree/I agree with you/your point’ and overused ‘How about
you?’, but failed to add anything more as an explanation of why they agreed with what
had been said – again evidence of limited understanding of /ability to use interaction
strategies or knowledge of how to interact to keep the discussion going naturally.
Others just paraphrased what other students had said, contributing little to the
conversation.
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 Reading of notes

 Dependence on prompts 

 Interaction skills

 Vocabulary development

 Listening skills – listen and respond to others

Speaking – General Comments
• Students were generally able to present relevant ideas clearly, though some had 

difficulties in organising their ideas coherently.

• Some students used limited formulaic expressions to facilitate their conversation.

• Although some students used limited vocabulary, basic sentence structures or 
inaccurate grammatical structures, they understood the tasks and made a good 
attempt to share their ideas logically.



TSA 2024 Thematic Seminar on Students’ 
Overall Performance – Feedback Survey

Link for Feedback Survey
意見調查超連結
http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=7l037o42#

http://esurvey.hkeaa.edu.hk/TakeSurvey.aspx?SurveyID=7l037o42
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THANK YOU!


