
To support eco-friendly initiatives, the HKEAA will not provide

print copies of presentation handouts for this seminar. Please

access the BCA website

(https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/AL/TSA2025/TSA2025seminar.html) or scan

the QR code provided to view and download the handouts.

These handouts will also be uploaded to the HKEAA website for

reference by the end of January 2026. Further details will be

announced later. Thank you for your support.

TSA 2025 Thematic Seminar  
Students’ Overall Performance
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Thematic Seminar
Assessment for Learning –

Territory-wide System Assessment 2025 and 
the Latest Development of the 

Student Assessment Repository (STAR) Platform

(Overall Performance of General Students, 
NCS Students and Students with SEN)

Primary 3 English Language

15 December 2025
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Time Rundown Speaker(s)

1:45 p.m.

- 2:00 p.m.

Registration

2:00 p.m.

- 3:15 p.m.

Overview of TSA 2025 Ms. Joyce Cheng

Subject Manager

Education Assessment 

Services Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 

Assessment Authority

Overall Performance of General Students, SEN 

and NCS Students in TSA 2025

Primary 3 English Language

3:15 p.m.

- 3:30 p.m.

Break

3:30 p.m.

- 4:45 p.m. Overall Performance of General Students, SEN 

and NCS Students in TSA 2025

Primary 3 English Language

Ms. Joyce Cheng

Subject Manager

Education Assessment 

Services Division

Hong Kong Examinations and 

Assessment Authority

The Latest Developments of the Student 

Assessment Repository (STAR) Platform

Representative(s) from 

Education Bureau

4:45 p.m.

- 5:00 p.m.

Question and Answer Session

TSA 2025 Thematic Seminar - Assessment for Learning 

Primary 3 English Language
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Purposes of TSA 2025

• To understand the performance of Primary 3, Primary 6

and Secondary 3 students in Chinese Language, English

Language and Mathematics on a regular basis

• To make use of TSA data to adjust teaching plans and

teaching strategies

4
https://www.edb.gov.hk/en/curriculum-development/kla/eng-edu/curriculum-documents.html
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TSA 2025 – Assessment Design

• Specific question intents – Basic Competency (BC)

descriptors provided by the Education Bureau (EDB)

• Items cover many BC descriptors but each student only

does one sub-paper for each component

• Overlapping items are distributed across sub-papers for

equating purposes to compare students’ abilities



TSA 2025 – Assessment Design
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Dimension

/Skill
Primary 3 English Language

Sub-paper No. of Items Assessment Time

Listening
3EL1

3EL2

3EL3

19 About 20 minutes

Reading

&

Writing

3ERW1

3ERW2

3ERW3

Reading: 20

Writing: 1 
30 minutes

Speaking

Reading 

Aloud and 

Personal 

Experiences

4
Preparation Time: 2 minutes

Assessment Time: 3 minutes 

Picture 

Description
4

Preparation Time: 3 minutes

Assessment Time: 2 minutes 

per task: <150 words
per Paper: <400 words



• About 10 per cent of Primary Three students from public sector
and Direct Subsidy Scheme schools in the territory were
sampled to participate in the Primary Three TSA.

• Primary schools which have arranged for all their Primary Three
students to participate in the assessment will be provided with
school-level data directly by the HKEAA for use as feedback on
learning and teaching.

• Schools with 5 or more NCS students / students with SEN
participating in each skill / dimension in the subject are provided
with related assessment data.

TSA 2025 
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Non-Chinese speaking Students (NCS) & 
Students with Special Educational Needs (SEN)

• The HKEAA does not have the actual number of NCS students and
students with SEN in the territory.

• Schools should report cases of students requiring special assessment
arrangements to the Hong Kong Examinations and Assessment
Authority (HKEAA) and select special arrangements WS0 to WS7 for
such students during a specified period.

“Special Arrangements for Internal Examinations for Students with Special Educational Needs” website: 
https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/en/2025QuickGuidePri/QG_P_Part5b.pdf

NCS students Students with SEN

‘WS1’ ‘WS0’, ‘WS4’, ‘WS6’ and ‘WS7’ 
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Reports
Reports Content

I. Existing Version: 

School Report, 

Item Analysis Report 
(sorted by BC), 

Item Analysis Report 
(sorted by sub-papers)

• Performances of students in Chinese, English and Mathematics

• Performances of students in each Basic Competency (PDF and

Excel files available)

• Performances of students in each sub-paper (PDF and Excel

files available)

II. Simplified Version: 
School Report, 

Item Analysis Report 
(sorted by BC), 

Item Analysis Report 
(sorted by sub-papers)

• Performances of students in Chinese, English and Mathematics

• Performances of students in each Basic Competency (PDF and

Excel files available)

• Performances of students in each sub-paper (PDF and Excel

files available)

III. Basic Competency 
Report by Item Groups

Performances of students in different skills (with student

exemplars)

IV. Information Analysis 
Report

Information Analysis of Items (with question intents, information

analysis for each option, school percentages)
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Reports
Reports Content

TSA report
Report on the Basic Competencies of Students in Chinese

Language, English Language and Mathematics

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/web/TSA/en/PriTsaReport.html

School Report for NCS and 
Students with SEN

For schools with 5 or more NCS students / students with SEN

participating in the TSA

10



School Report(s) for NCS Students / Students with SEN

Provide reports to
schools with 5 or more
students participating
in the assessments

11

SAMPLE

Reports for schools
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IA Report (sorted by 

Basic Competencies)

IA Report 

(sorted by Sub-papers)

SAMPLEReports – NCS Students
School Report
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Reports – Students with SEN

IA Report (sorted by 

Basic Competencies)

IA Report 

(sorted by Sub-papers)

SAMPLE

School Report
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I. Reports (Existing Version)
School Report

IA Report (sorted by Basic 

Competencies)

IA Report (sorted by Sub-

papers)

SAMPLE

• “School percentage –
percentage of each
option in an item
attempted by students
in the school”.

• “Territory-wide percentage –
percentage of each option in
an item attempted by
students in the territory”.

• Inferred from the sample of
all students participating in
the assessment.



School Report

15

II. Reports (Simplified Version)

IA Report (sorted by 

Basic Competencies)

SAMPLE

IA Report 

(sorted by Sub-papers)

Only  school  data  is 
provided  (no  territory-
wide data).
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III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups

Skills: Listening, Reading, Writing, Speaking 

SAMPLE
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III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups
Annex – Student Exemplars 

Listening Reading

SAMPLE
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III. Basic Competency Report by Item Groups 

Writing Speaking

SAMPLE

Exemplars of general
student performance
are also provided.
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IV. Information Analysis Report*

* For MC questions only

• Basic

Competency

• Item

• Question

Intent

• Information

Analysis for

Each Option

• School

Percentage

• Paper:

3EL1-3

3ERW1-3

SAMPLE

Listening
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IV. Information Analysis Report

SAMPLE

Reading



• schools may create teacher accounts for teachers to access the OIA 
reports

• access the reports through the BCA website (www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk).

• teacher accounts valid until 30 June 2026

OIA Reports

Online Item Analysis Reports

21

http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk/
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Online Item Analysis Reports 
Teacher Account

Login and Update Password

OIA Reports

Accept the “Protocol of 

School Level Data of the 

TSA”
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Papers and Item Nos.

Basic 

Competency 

and Question 

Intent

OIA Reports (sorted by Basic Competencies)
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OIA Reports (sorted by Basic Competencies)



Item

25

OIA Reports

Reading Text
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Suggested Follow-up Activities SAMPLE



3 Years’ Performance

27

3 Years’ Performance Chart

SAMPLEOIA Reports
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Listening Tapescript

OIA Reports

Listening Tapescript

SAMPLE
Listening Item 
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Writing Marking Scheme

OIA Reports

SAMPLE



Writing Exemplar 

with Annotations

30

Writing 

Exemplars

SAMPLE

OIA Reports
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SAMPLE

OIA Reports

Question Papers
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OIA Reports

SAMPLE

Speaking Question Paper
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SAMPLE

Speaking Marking Scheme



Online Item Analysis Report 
– Teacher User Guide

http://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk

34

Technical Support Hotline: 3628 8177  
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TSA 2014-2019, 2023-2025**

P.3 English Language
(Listening, Reading and Writing)

Percentage of Primary 3 Students Achieving Basic Competency

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2023 2024 2025

80.3 80.4 81.1 81.1 80.8 79.8 79.5 78.7 83.2

** Due to the volatility of the COVID-19 epidemic, the TSA 2020, 2021 and 2022 were
suspended and no data was provided.



Primary 3
English Language – Speaking
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Reading Aloud & Expression 

of Personal Experiences

Showing a basic understanding of

short, simple and familiar texts by

reading aloud the texts clearly and

comprehensibly (Reading Aloud)

Providing short answers to short

and simple questions

(Expression of Personal 

Experiences)

Picture Description

Providing short answers to short

and simple questions (Content)

Pronouncing simple and familiar 

words comprehensibly 

(Pronunciation)

TSA 2025 Primary 3 Speaking
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Speaking Tasks

Reading Aloud & 

Expression of Personal 

Experiences

⚫ Summer Holidays

⚫ English Week

⚫ Playing with Friends

⚫ A Day Out 

Picture Description

⚫ On the Bus

⚫ At Recess

⚫ In the Park

⚫ Helping at Home

38



Speaking – Reading Aloud

✓ able to read the texts aloud fluently and

clearly

✓ made very few mistakes in pronunciation

Areas for Improvement:

 dropped final consonants

 mispronounced words

 pausing and intonation

39



Speaking – Reading Aloud

Good Performance

✓ able to read a short text aloud fluently and clearly

with appropriate pausing and intonation

✓ made very few or no pronunciation mistakes

✓ able to express appropriate emotions

40



3ES01
Speaking – Reading Aloud

41

dropped final 

consonants

expressed appropriate 

emotion



3ES03
Speaking – Reading Aloud

42

expressed appropriate 

emotion

dropped final 

consonants



3ES05
Speaking – Reading Aloud

43

dropped final 

consonants

expressed appropriate 

emotion



3ES07
Speaking – Reading Aloud

44

unable to read

mispronounced as ‘potato’

expressed appropriate 

emotion

dropped final 

consonants



Speaking – Expression of Personal Experiences
✓ able to provide relevant responses to the

questions from the oral examiners

✓ able to provide relevant answers to Wh-

questions

 did not have the vocabulary to express their

ideas

Good performance

✓ able to provide relevant answers to most of

the questions with some elaboration

✓ able to respond naturally and readily to the

questions

45



Speaking – Expression of Personal Experiences

3ES01

46

able to provide relevant 

answers

some students had difficulty 

providing the answer

more able students provided

elaboration to their answers



Speaking – Expression of Personal Experiences

3ES03

47

able to provide relevant 

answers

some students had difficulty  

providing the answer



Speaking – Expression of Personal Experiences

3ES05

48

able to provide relevant 

answers

some students had

difficulty providing the

answer

more able students provided

elaboration to their answers



Speaking – Expression of Personal Experiences

3ES07

49

some students had difficulty 

providing the answer

more able students provided

elaboration to their answers



Speaking – Picture Description
✓ able to provide natural and relevant responses based on the

pictures

✓ able to answer Wh-questions despite a few mistakes in

pronunciation

 did not have the vocabulary to describe actions

 used inappropriate collocations when answering questions

Good performance

✓ provided some elaboration to questions

✓ spoke clearly and readily with very few pronunciation

mistakes
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Speaking – Picture Description 3ES02

What does this man say to the girl?

☺ able to provide relevant responses

A

A

B What is this girl doing?

 unable to provide an answer

B

C Is it good to do that? Why/ Why not?

 unable to provide an answer

51
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Speaking – Picture Description 3ES04

52

A

What is this girl doing?

☺ able to provide relevant responses

A What are these boys eating?

☺ able to provide relevant responses

B

B



Speaking – Picture Description 3ES06

53

How do they feel?

☺ able to provide relevant responses

A

A

What is this boy doing? 

 unable to provide an answer

(e.g. ‘the boy go on the tree’ v.s. 

‘the boy is climbing up the tree’)

B

B



Speaking – Picture Description 3ES08

54

What is John doing?

 Used inappropriate collocations 
(e.g. ‘wash the floor’ v.s. ‘mop the floor’)

A

A

What does his brother want to do?

 Used inappropriate collocations 
(e.g. ‘wash the glass’ v.s. ‘clean the windows’)

B

B



Performances of Primary 3 Students in Speaking (2023-2025)

Strengths

Reading Aloud

✓ able to read most of the texts aloud fluently and clearly

✓ made very few pronunciation mistakes

Expression of Personal Experiences

✓ able to provide relevant responses to the questions

✓ students with good performance were able to provide

elaboration to some questions

Picture Description

✓ able to provide relevant but brief answers on the

pictures despite a few pronunciation mistakes

✓ students with good performance were able to provide

elaboration to some questions
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Performances of  Primary 3 Students in Speaking (2023-2025)

Weaknesses 

Reading Aloud

 made mistakes in pronunciation (e.g. dropped ending

consonants, mispronounced words, pausing and intonation)

Expression of Personal Experiences

 some students needed prompting from Oral Examiners

 had difficulty answering some questions that required a reason

Picture Description

 some students needed prompting from Oral Examiners

 lack of vocabulary to describe actions

56



Conclusion
Performance of NCS Students in Speaking : very good

Reading Aloud (RA)  & Expression of Personal Experiences (PE)

✓ familiar with the topics (RA)

✓ able to read the texts aloud fluently and clearly with appropriate
pausing and intonation (RA)

✓ made very few mistakes in pronunciation (RA)

✓ able to provide relevant responses to most of the questions (PE)

✓ gave elaboration to some of the questions (PE)

Picture Description

✓ able to provide relevant answers to most of the questions

✓ gave elaboration to some of the questions

✓ responded to most of the questions naturally and readily

✓ spoke clearly and readily with very few mistakes in pronunciation

57

For NCS 
Students 



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Speaking : good

Reading Aloud (RA)  & Expression of Personal Experiences (PE)

✓ familiar with the topics (RA)

✓ able to read the texts aloud fluently and clearly (RA)

✓ made very few mistakes in pronunciation (RA)

✓ able to provide relevant responses to the questions (PE)

 pausing and intonation: relatively weak for some students (RA & PE)

Picture Description

✓ able to provide relevant answers to the questions despite a few
pronunciation mistakes

 had a limited range of vocabulary to describe actions

58

For General 
Students 



Conclusion
Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ increase students’ awareness of reading the ending consonants

➢ highlight the use of pausing and intonation

➢ expand their vocabulary bank

➢ develop their creativity to predict what the people in the pictures

are going to say
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Primary 3
English Language – Listening

60
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TSA 2025 Primary 3 (Listening)

Basic Competency Descriptors

Discriminating between common words with a

small range of vowel and consonant sounds

Using a small range of strategies to

understand the meaning of short and simple

texts on familiar topics which are delivered

slowly and clearly in familiar accents
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Listening

Students achieving basic competency were able to:

• identify key words on familiar topics or on topics

related to daily life experiences with straightforward

verbal and pictorial cues

• understand the connection between ideas using

cohesive devices

• understand the connection of ideas with causal

relationship

• understand basic differences in intonation and

discriminate between common words with a small

range of consonant sounds



TSA 2025
Primary 3  English Language – Listening

Listening Tasks

• Maggie’s Kitten (conversation)

• The New Cake Shop (conversation)

• Open Day (conversation)

• At a Supermarket (conversation)

• Danny In the Rain (story)

• A Thank You Card (conversation)

63
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 

Listening
Strengths

✓ key words:  e.g. time, prices, activities, fruits

✓ connection of ideas: e.g. and, but, also

✓ causal relationship: because

✓ intonation: e.g. excited, angry

✓ sound discrimination: initial consonants and vowels

Weaknesses

 sound discrimination: ending sounds

For General 
Students 



2025 P3 Exemplar Items (Listening)

Basic Competency 

Descriptors
Question Intents Items

L2-L-1-P3BC

Discriminating between

common words with a small

range of vowel and consonant

sounds

sound discrimination

3EL1 P2 Q8

3EL2/3 P2 Q1,3

3EL2 P1A Q1

3EL1 P2 Q7

3EL3 P1A Q1

3EL1/2 P1B Q1

L2-L-3-P3BC

Using a small range of

strategies to understand the

meaning of short and simple

texts on familiar topics which

are delivered slowly and

clearly in familiar accents

key words

connection between ideas

intonation

3EL2 P1A Q2

3EL2 P1A Q5

3EL3 P1A Q4

3EL1 P2 Q4

3EL3 P1A Q5

3EL2 P1A Q4

3EL2/3 P2 Q2,4

3EL1 P2 Q5

3EL1/3 P1A/1B Q5 

3EL2/3 P2 Q8
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Listening

Identifying Key Words 

• on familiar topics

• related to daily life experiences

66



3EL2 P1A Q2

67

distractors

Key Words 

Familiar Topic: ‘fruits’

For General 
Students 

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘pears’



3EL2 P1A Q5

68

distractors

Key Words 

Familiar Topic: ‘prices’

For Students 
with SEN

D: Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘fifty-five dollars’

B: Students were possibly

distracted by ‘thirty-five’ and ‘dollars’.



3EL3 P1A Q4

69

distractors

For Students 
with SENKey Words 

Familiar Topic: ‘activities’

Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘dancing’



3EL1 P2 Q4

70

distractors

For General 
Students Key Words 

Daily life experiences: ‘time’

C: Students were able to

• follow the conversation

• identify ‘nine thirty in the morning’

B: Students might have missed ‘thirty’

and were possibly distracted by ‘fifteen’

in ‘four fifteen’.
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Listening

Understanding the Connection between Ideas 

• using cohesive devices

• ideas with causal relationship



3EL3 P1A Q5

72

distractors

For General 
Students Connection between Ideas: ‘and’

Students were able to

understand the ideas linked by

‘and’.



3EL2 P1A Q4

73

distractors

For Students 
with SENConnection between Ideas: ‘and’

Students were able to

understand the ideas linked by

‘and’.



3EL2/3 P2 Q2

74

Connection between Ideas: ‘because’

For Students 
with SEN

C: Students were able to

understand the ideas linked by

‘because’.

B: Students might have picked up

the word ‘school’ and

misinterpreted ‘He likes to go to

school’ as the reason.



3EL2/3 P2 Q4
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distractors

Connection between Ideas: ‘but’

For NCS 
Students 

Students were able to understand

the ideas contrasted by ‘but’.



3EL1 P2 Q5
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distractors

Connection between Ideas: ‘also’

For NCS 
Students 

Students were able to

understand the ideas linked

by ‘also’.



3EL1 P2 Q5

77

distractors

Connection between Ideas: ‘also’

For Students 
with SEN

D. Students were able to

understand the ideas linked

by ‘also’.

C. Students might have 

missed ‘a music show’ and 

and were possibly distracted 

by ‘watch the magic show’.



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Listening

Understanding Basic Differences in Intonation

• e.g. excited

• e.g. angry

78



3EL1/3 P1A Q5, P1B Q5

79

Intonation: ‘excited’

For General 
Students 

verbal cues:

‘That’s great!’



3EL2/3 P2 Q8

80

Intonation: ‘angry’

For General 
Students 

verbal cues:

“Dad says, ‘Bad boy!’ ”



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Listening

Discriminate between Common Words 

• initial consonants

• ending sounds

• vowels

81



3EL1 P2 Q8

82

For General 
Students Sound Discrimination:

ending sounds

Students were able to discriminate the

ending sound in ‘Rebash’ from ‘Rebak’,

‘Rebam’ and ‘Rebath’.



3EL2/3 P2 Q3

83

For NCS 
Students Sound Discrimination:

ending sounds

Students were able to discriminate the

ending sound in ‘Matt’ from ‘Mak’, ‘Man’ and

‘Max’.



3EL2/3 P2 Q3

84

Sound Discrimination:

ending sounds

For Students 
with SEN

C: Students were able to discriminate the ending sound in ‘Matt’ from

‘Mak’, ‘Man’ and ‘Max’.

A: Students might not have been able to discriminate between the

ending sounds in ‘Mak’ and ‘Matt’.

B: Students might not have been able to discriminate between the

ending sounds in ‘Man’ and ‘Matt’.

D: Students might not have been able to discriminate between the

ending sounds in ‘Max’ and ‘Matt’.



3EL2 P1A Q1

85

For General 
Students Sound Discrimination:

ending sounds

B: Students were able to

discriminate the ending sound in

‘Bip Bip’ from ‘Bim Bim’, ‘Bit Bit’

and ‘Biz Biz’.

C: Students might not have been

able to discriminate between the

ending sounds in ‘Bit Bit’ and ‘Bip

Bip’.

A: Students might not have been

able to discriminate between the

ending sounds in ‘Bim Bim’ and

‘Bip Bip’.



3EL2/3 P2 Q1

86

Sound Discrimination:

initial consonants

For NCS 
Students 

Students were able to discriminate the initial

consonant sound in ‘Tina’ from ‘Gina’, ‘Kina’

and ‘Nina’.



3EL1 P2 Q7

87

Sound Discrimination:

initial consonants

For Students 
with SEN

C: Students were able to discriminate the

initial consonant sound in ‘Rimmy’ from

‘Fimmy’, ‘Limmy’ and ‘Timmy’.

B: Students might not have been able to

discriminate between the initial consonant

sounds in ‘Limmy’ and ‘Rimmy’.



3EL3 P1A Q1

88

For General 
Students Sound Discrimination:

vowels

Students were able to discriminate the vowel

sound in ‘Kong’ from ‘Kang’, ‘King’ and

‘Kung’.



3EL1/2 P1B Q1

89

Sound Discrimination:

vowels

For Students 
with SEN

A: Students were able to

discriminate the vowel sound in

‘Tammy’ from ‘Timmy’, ‘Tommy’

and ‘Tummy’.

C: Students might not have been

able to discriminate between the

vowel sounds in ‘Tommy’ and

‘Tammy’.

B: Students might not have been

able to discriminate between the

vowel sounds in ‘Timmy’ and

‘Tammy’.



Conclusion

Performance of Participating Students in Listening: very good

✓ able to identify key words on familiar topics / related to
daily life experiences

✓ able to identify the connections of ideas using cohesive
devices and with casual relationship (e.g. and, but, also,
because)

✓ able to understand basic differences in intonation (e.g.
excited, angry)

✓ able to discriminate words with a small range of consonant
sounds

90

For General 
Students 

For NCS 
Students 



Conclusion
Performance of Students with SEN in Listening: good

✓ able to identify key words on familiar topics / related to daily life
experiences

✓ able to identify the connections between ideas using cohesive
devices and with casual relationship (e.g. and, but, also, because)

✓ able to understand basic differences in intonation (e.g. excited,
angry)

✓ able to discriminate words with a small range of consonant sounds

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ improve students’ awareness of a small range of ending

sounds

91

For Students 
with SEN

For General 
Students 

For Students 
with SEN



Primary 3
English Language – Writing

92



TSA 2025 Primary 3 Writing

Basic Competency Descriptors

Writing and/or responding to short and

simple texts with relevant information and

ideas with the help of cues

Writing short and simple texts using a small

range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and

cohesive devices fairly appropriately with the

help of cues despite some spelling and

grammatical mistakes
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2025 P3 Exemplar Items (Writing)

Basic Competency 

Descriptor
Writing Paper Exemplars

L2-W-3-P3BC  (Content)

Writing and/or responding to

short and simple texts with

relevant information and ideas

with the help of cues

L2-W-4-P3BC (Language)

Writing short and simple texts

using a small range of

vocabulary, sentence patterns

and cohesive devices fairly

appropriately with the help of

cues despite some spelling

and grammatical mistakes

3ERW1

(Personal 

Description)

1-2

3-4 (Good Performance)

3ERW2

(Story Writing)
5-6

7-8 (Good Performance)

3ERW3

(Letter Writing)

9-10

11-12 (Good Performance)
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TSA 2025 – Things I Do at My Favourite Festival

3ERW1 P4

95

Students wrote 

about things they 

did at their 

favourite festival.



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing Marking Scheme (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival)
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Content

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

What is your favourite festival?

➢My favourite festival is Christmas.

➢My favourite festival is Mid-Autumn Festival.

Where do you go?

➢ I go to the park with my family.

➢ I went to Happy shopping mall.

➢ I go to my friends house.

97

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Content

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

Who do you go there with?

➢ I go there with my family. 

➢ I go there with my mum, dad and sister. 

What do you do?

➢ I took a picture with my mum.

➢ I ate some mooncakes and look at the moon.

98

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Content

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

How do you feel? Why?

➢ It is a good day. I feel happy. 

➢We felt tired but very happy.

99

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Language

Using Vocabulary Related to the Topic

• (adjectives) happy, yummy, fun

• (verbs) see, buy, play

• (nouns) mooncake, lanterns, Christmas tree, moon

100

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Language

Using a Limited Range of Cohesive Devices

➢ I feel happy because I can buy my favourite toy.

➢ It is so fun and we laugh together.

101

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Language

Providing Short and Simple Sentences

➢ I go to the park with my family.

➢We had a nice day.

➢We eat mooncake and some food.

➢ I like Mid-Autumn Festival.
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For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Language

➢ errors in verb forms (e.g. We are go to eat some food.)

➢ wrong punctuation marks (e.g. I went to the mall, we bought

a lot of things.)

➢ wrong capitalisation (e.g.…we sing Christmas Carol.)

➢ errors in the usage of prepositions (e.g. I watch TV at three

o’clock to four o’clock.)

➢ spelling mistakes on common words related to the topic

(e.g. lanterns/lantens, gifts/gives, hamburger/humburger)

103

For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival)          Exemplar 1

104

For General 
Students 

3ERW1 P4



TSA 2025 (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival)  Exemplar 2

105

For NCS 
Students 

✓ Uses a limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns
and/or cohesive devices with some grammatical mistakes

✓ Provides brief and relevant ideas
to the questions



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Good Performance

Content

✓ providing relevant ideas to the questions with some

supporting details

✓ clear and coherent ideas

106

For General 
Students 



Language

✓ using a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns

and cohesive devices appropriately, with minor, few or

no grammatical and spelling mistakes

Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival) – Good Performance

107

For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival)    Exemplar 3
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Good Performance

For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (Things I Do at My Favourite Festival)  Exemplar 4

109

For Students 
with SEN

Good Performance

✓ The ideas to the questions are relevant
with some supporting details.

✓ Uses a small range of vocabulary, sentence
patterns and cohesive devices with few
grammatical and spelling mistakes



3ERW2 P4

TSA 2025 – Going to the Zoo

110

Students wrote a 

story about Sue 

and her dad.



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing Marking Scheme (Going to the Zoo)
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Going to the Zoo)

Content

✓ a familiar topic to students

✓ writing a short story with word prompts ‘school

holiday’, ‘bus / photos’ and ‘closed / sad’

✓ providing a story about Sue and her dad

✓ providing a description – quite clear

✓ providing an ending to the story
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Going to the Zoo) – Content

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

➢ Today is Sue school holiday. Her dad want to take

her to Happy Zoo.

Picture 1
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For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Going to the Zoo) – Content

➢ First, they by bus to Happy Zoo, on the bus they

take some photos.

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

Picture 2

114

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Going to the Zoo) – Content

➢ Then, they go on Happy zoo but it closed, so they

are sad.

Providing Ideas Based on Pictures and Word Prompts

Picture 3

115

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Going to the Zoo) – Content

Providing an Ending to the Story 

➢ They go home and watch TV. They feel happy.

➢ Then they go to the cinema and watch the movie

about animals.

➢ In the end, they go shopping and buys a lion toy to

play at home together.
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For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Going to the Zoo) – Language

Using Vocabulary Related to the Topic

• (Time words): Today, One day

• (adjectives): unhappy, sad, excited

• (verbs): felt, watch

• (nouns): movie, home

117

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Going to the Zoo) – Language

Providing Short and Simple Sentences

➢ Today is school holiday, Sues’ Dad want to go to

the Happy Zoo.

➢ I go to Happy Zoo but it is closed.

➢ Sue and her dad are sad.

118

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (Going to the Zoo) – Language

Using a Limited Range of Cohesive Devices 

➢ Sue and her dad are at home.

➢ Then, they go to the Happy Zoo.

➢ They are sad because they cannot see the lion and pandas.

➢ In the end, they go home.

119

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (Going to the Zoo)

Language

➢ errors in the use of singular and plural nouns (e.g. They took

a photos. )

➢ literal translation from Chinese (e.g. We by 399 bus to Happy

Zoo.)

➢ errors in the usage of prepositions (e.g. The zoo open on

Tuesday to Sunday.)

➢ spelling mistakes (e.g. thing/think, buy bus/by bus, again/agin)

120

For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (Going to the Zoo)          Exemplar 5

121

For Students 
with SEN

✓ Provides a factual account of the story with
almost no supporting details
✓ Provides an ending to the story

✓ Uses a limited range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and cohesive 
devices with some grammatical and spelling mistakes



TSA 2025 (Going to the Zoo)          Exemplar 6

122

For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (Going to the Zoo)          Exemplar 7

123

Good Performance

For NCS 
Students 

✓ Provides some
supporting details and
an ending to the story

✓ Uses a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns and cohesive devices



TSA 2025 (Going to the Zoo)          Exemplar 8
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For Students 
with SEN

Good Performance

✓ Provides some
supporting details and
an ending to the story

✓ Uses a small range
of vocabulary,
sentence patterns and
cohesive devices with
few grammatical
mistakes



3ERW3 P4

TSA 2025 – My Favourite Time at School

125

Students wrote a 

letter to her 

friend Jenny 

about her 

favourite time at 
school.



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing Marking Scheme (My Favourite Time at School)

126



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Content

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

What is your favourite time at school? 

➢My favourite time at school is recess.

➢My favourite time at school is PE lessons.

Where do you go?

➢ I go to the canteen.

➢ Sometimes I stay in the classroom.

127

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Content

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

What do you do?

➢ I share snacks.

➢ I play games with my friends.

Who do you do it with?

➢ I talk to Ken.

➢ I eat sweets with my friends.

128

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Content

Providing Relevant Ideas to the Questions

Why do you like it?

➢ I like to play football because it is fun.

➢ I like PE lessons because we can play badminton and 

basketball.

129

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Language

Using Vocabulary Related to the Topic

• (adjectives): yummy, happy, fun

• (verbs): eat, run, talk, play

• (nouns): friends, games, football

130

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Language

Using a Limited Range of Cohesive Devices

➢My favourite time at school is recess because I love 

to eat snacks.

➢ I run and jump.

➢We talk to friends too.

131

For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Language

Providing Short and Simple Sentences

➢My favourite time is recess time.

➢ I will go to the playground.

➢ I run with Kelly. It is fun.

➢ I chat with Kenny. I like him very much.
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For General 
Students 



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Language

➢ wrong capitalisation (e.g. At recess time, We ate some

cookies.)

➢ incorrect expressions (e.g. … I with my friend talk to and

eating sweets.)

➢ spelling mistakes on common words related to the topic

(e.g. badminton/bedminten, helful/helpfull)
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For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (My Favourite Time at School)          Exemplar 9

134

For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (My Favourite Time at School)          Exemplar 10

135

For Students 
with SEN

✓ Provides brief and relevant ideas to the questions

✓ Uses a limited range of vocabulary, sentence
patterns and/or cohesive devices



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Good Performance

Content

✓ providing relevant ideas to the questions with some

supporting details

✓ clear and coherent ideas
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Language

✓ using a small range of vocabulary, sentence patterns

and cohesive devices appropriately, with minor, few or

no grammatical and spelling mistakes

Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Writing (My Favourite Time at School) – Good Performance

137



TSA 2025 (My Favourite Time at School)          Exemplar 11
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Good Performance

For General 
Students 



TSA 2025 (My Favourite Time at School)          Exemplar 12

139

Good Performance

For NCS 
Students 

✓ Provides brief and relevant ideas to the questions
with some supporting details

✓ Uses a limited range of vocabulary, sentence
patterns and/or cohesive devices



Performances of Primary 3 Students in Writing (2023-2025)

Strengths

Story Writing

✓ ideas – quite clear, brief and relevant

✓ an ending provided

✓ vocabulary related to the topic

✓ cohesive devices: and, then, because

Letter Writing & Personal Description (mind-map)

✓ relevant ideas

✓ cohesive devices : and, also, too, because

✓ vocabulary related to the topic

Weaknesses

 elaboration of ideas

 grammatical and spelling mistakes

 a limited range of vocabulary

140

For General 
Students 



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Writing : satisfactory
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For General 
Students 

For General Students For more capable students

Content
(Personal 

Description  & 
Letter Writing)

✓brief and relevant ideas
✓almost no supporting details

✓clear and coherent ideas
✓some supporting details

3EW1 (Things 
I Do at My 
Favourite
Festival)

3EW3 (My 
Favourite
Time at 
School)

e.g. I go to the shopping mall 
with my family.

e.g. I go to the shopping mall 
with my family. We buy a lot 
of things.

e.g. I like to have PE lessons. 
We play … … 

e.g. We start the PE lessons by 
doing some exercise first.
Then, we play… … 



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Writing : satisfactory
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For General 
Students 

For General Students For more capable students

Content
(Story 

Writing)

✓a factual account of the story
✓description: quite clear
✓may or may not provide an 
ending

✓a factual account of the story 
with some supporting details
✓description: clear and 
coherent
✓with an ending to the story

e.g. Her dad want to take her 
to Happy Zoo. Sue is very 
happy.

e.g. Sue is reading a book about
animals because she likes
animals. Dad knows Sue likes
animals, so Dad goes to the
Happy Zoo with Sue today. …

e.g. In the end, they go home.

e.g. In the end, they go home
and watch TV and eat ice lolly
together. They feel happy now.



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Writing : satisfactory
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For General 
Students 

For General Students For more capable students

Language
(ALL)

✓a very limited range of 
vocabulary, sentence patterns 
and/or cohesive devices
✓common grammatical or 
spelling mistakes

✓a small range of vocabulary, 
sentence patterns and/or 
cohesive devices
✓minor, few or no grammatical 
or spelling mistakes

e.g. The Happy Zoo is closed. 
Sue is sad.

e.g. When they arrived to
Happy Zoo, it was closed
because the zoo only opens on
Tuesday to Sunday. …



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Writing : satisfactory
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For General 
Students 

For General Students For more capable students

Content
(Personal 

Description  & 
Letter Writing)

✓brief and relevant ideas
✓almost no supporting details

✓clear and coherent ideas
✓some supporting details

Content
(Story 

Writing)

✓a factual account of the story
✓description: quite clear
✓may or may not provide an 
ending

✓a factual account of the story
✓description: clear and 
coherent
✓with an ending to the story

Language
(ALL)

✓a very limited range of 
vocabulary, sentence patterns 
and/or cohesive devices
✓common grammatical or 
spelling mistakes

✓a small range of vocabulary, 
sentence patterns and/or 
cohesive devices
✓minor, few or no grammatical 
or spelling mistakes



Conclusion
Performance of NCS Students in Writing : satisfactory
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For NCS Students

Content
(Personal Description  

& Letter Writing)

✓quite clear → coherent ideas
✓with almost no → some supporting details

Content
(Story Writing)

✓a factual account of the story
✓description: quite clear → coherent
✓ no ending to the story → an ending to the story

Language
(ALL)

✓a limited range  → small range of vocabulary, 
sentence patterns and/or cohesive devices
✓common grammatical or spelling mistakes  
→ minor, few grammatical or spelling mistakes

For NCS 
Students 



Conclusion
Students with SEN in Writing : room for improvement
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For Students with SEN

Content
(Personal Description  

& Letter Writing)

✓unclear/limited → brief and relevant ideas
✓with almost no → some supporting details

Content
(Story Writing)

✓limited ideas → a factual account of the story
✓unclear/disconnected story → a clear description
✓no ending to the story → an ending to the story

Language
(ALL)

✓a very limited range → limited range of vocabulary, 
sentence patterns and/or cohesive devices
✓common grammatical or spelling mistakes 
→ awareness of spotting out their own mistakes

For Students 
with SEN



Conclusion
Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ expose students to a wider variety of vocabulary

➢ expand their vocabulary bank

➢ expand on the prompts provided and elaborate on their ideas
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e.g. 3ERW2 Picture Writing: Going to the Zoo



Primary 3
English Language – Reading

148



TSA 2025 Primary 3 (Reading)

Basic Competency Descriptor

Using a small range of reading strategies to

understand the meaning of short and simple

texts with the help of cues
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Reading

Students achieving basic competency were able to:

• recognise key words on familiar topics / related to daily life

experiences

• understand the connection between ideas using cohesive

devices

• understand the connection between ideas with causal

relationship

• understand the connection of ideas in the posters

• understand the connection of ideas by following pronoun

references in the diaries and the story

• predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with contextual

clues and pictorial cues in the stories

150



TSA 2025
Primary 3  English Language – Reading

Reading Tasks:

• Drawing Competition (poster)

• Jenny’s New Teachers (diary)

• May and Alice (story)

• Summer Party (poster)

• My Grandpa (diary)

• Let’s Clean Up the Zoo! (story)
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Reading

Strengths

✓ key words: e.g. time, venues, activities

✓ connection between ideas: e.g. and, but, because

✓ pronoun references: e.g. them

✓ unfamiliar words: ‘pleased’, ‘camel’

Weaknesses

 pronoun references: e.g. them

152

For General 
Students 



2025 P3 Exemplar Items (Reading)

Basic Competency 

Descriptor

Question 

Intents 
Items

L2-R-5-P3BC

Using a small range of 

reading strategies to 

understand the meaning of 

short and simple texts with 

the help of cues

key words 3ERW1/2 P3 Q4

3ERW2 P1 Q1

3ERW1 P2 Q7

3ER1/3 P1 Q4

3ERW1/2 P3 Q5
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2025 P3 Exemplar Items (Reading)

Basic Competency 

Descriptor

Question 

Intents 
Items

L2-R-5-P3BC

Using a small range of

reading strategies to

understand the meaning of

short and simple texts with

the help of cues

connection 

between ideas

3ERW1/3 P1 Q3

3ERW2/3 P2 Q2

3ERW1/2 P3 Q3

3ERW1 P2 Q3

3ERW1/2 P3 Q1

unfamiliar words 3ERW1/2 P3 Q8

3ERW3 P3 Q7
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Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Reading

Recognising Key Words

• on familiar topics

• on topics related to daily life experiences

155



3ERW1/2 P3 Q4
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Key Words 

Related to Daily Life Experiences: ‘time’

For General 
Students 

A: Students were able to recognise

‘next week’ in the story.

D: Students might have overlooked

‘Alice’s birthday’ in the question / might

have missed ‘next week’ and were

possibly distracted by ‘tomorrow’ in the

story / might not have been able to

follow the development of the story.



3ERW2 P1 Q1

157

Key Words

Familiar Topics: ‘venues’

For General 
Students 

Students were able to recognise

‘Activity Room’ in the poster.



3ERW1 P2 Q7
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For NCS 
Students Key Words

Familiar Topics: ‘activities’

Students were able to recognise ‘She’

and ‘drawing cartoons’ in the diary.



3ERW1/3 P1 Q4
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For Students 
with SENKey Words

Familiar Topics: ‘names’

Students were able to recognise

‘Miss Ma’ in the poster.



3ERW1/2 P3 Q5
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For General 
Students Key Words 

Related to Daily Life Experiences: ‘colours’

C: Students were able to recognise

‘pink’ in the story.

D: Students might have

overlooked ‘paper flower’ in the

question / might have missed

‘pink’ and were possibly distracted

by ‘yellow’ in the story.



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Reading

Understanding the Connection between Ideas

• using cohesive devices

• with causal relationship 

161



3ERW1/3 P1 Q3
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For General 
Students Connection between Ideas

cohesive devices: ‘and’

Students were able to able to

understand the connection of

ideas linked by ‘and’ in the

poster.



3ERW2/3 P2 Q2
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For General 
Students Connection between Ideas

cohesive devices: ‘because’

Students were able to understand the

connection of ideas linked by ‘because’

in the diary.



3ERW1/2 P3 Q3
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For General 
Students Connection between Ideas

cohesive devices: ‘but’

Students were able to understand the

connection of ideas contrasted by ‘but’

in the story.



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Reading

Understanding the Connection between Ideas

• by following pronoun references in the diaries

and the story

165



3ERW1 P2 Q3
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For Students 
with SENConnection between Ideas

Following Pronoun References in a Diary: ‘They’

D: Students understood that ‘They’

refers to ‘some films’ in the diary.

A: Students might have misinterpreted

the pronoun reference as ‘the new

teachers’ in the diary.

B: Students might have misinterpreted

the pronoun reference as ‘word games’

in the diary.



3ERW1/2 P3 Q1
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Students with Good Performance

Connection between Ideas

Following Pronoun References in a Story: ‘them’

For General 
Students 

B: Students understood that ‘them’

refers to ‘Alice’s classmates’ in the

story.

A: Students might have misinterpreted

the pronoun reference as ‘May and

Alice’ in the story.

C: Students might have misinterpreted

the pronoun reference as ‘pencils’ in

the story.



Primary 3 Student Performances in TSA 2025 
Reading

Predicting the Meaning of Unfamiliar Words

• with the help of contextual clues and pictorial

cues in the stories

168



3ERW1/2 P3 Q8
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For General 
Students Unfamiliar Words: 

The word ‘pleased’

Students were able to predict the meaning of the

unfamiliar word ‘pleased’ by using the contextual

clue “Thank you! You are my good friend” from

lines 14 to 15.

Contextual clue



3ERW3 P3 Q7
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Students with Good Performance

Unfamiliar Words: 

The word ‘camel’

For Students 
with SEN

B: ‘long’

→ long tail

Contextual clue
C: distracted

by ‘long neck’
D: ‘long’

→ long ears



Performances of Primary 3 Students in Reading (2023-2025) 

Strengths

✓ key words: e.g. time, subjects, age

✓ connection between ideas: e.g. and, too, but

✓ connection between ideas in notes, diaries and

advertisements

✓ pronoun references in letters, notes, diaries and stories

 predict the meaning of unfamiliar words: improved

Weaknesses

 pronoun references – unstable performance

171

For General 
Students 



Conclusion
Participating Students with SEN in Reading: satisfactory

✓ able to understand the connection between ideas when the
ideas were linked by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’

 need further improvement:

 to recognise key words and understand the connection of
ideas in posters, diaries and stories

 to follow pronoun references

 to predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with contextual
clues

172

For Students 
with SEN



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Reading: very good

✓ able to recognise key words and understand the connection
of ideas in posters, diaries and stories

✓ able to understand the connection between ideas when the
ideas were linked by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’

✓ able to understand the connection of ideas by following
pronoun references in diaries and stories

✓ able to predict the meaning of unfamiliar words with
contextual clues

173

For NCS 
Students 



Conclusion
Performance of Participating Students in Reading: good

✓ able  to  recognise key words and understand the
connection of ideas in posters, diaries and stories

✓ able to understand the connection between ideas when the
ideas were linked by ‘and’, ‘but’ and ‘because’

 The performance of students in predicting unfamiliar words
was improved

Suggestions for Follow-up in Learning and Teaching

➢ teach students how to follow pronoun reference in
continuous prose (e.g. stories)

174

For General 
Students 



TSA Report, Question Papers and Marking Schemes 

https://www.bca.hkeaa.edu.hk
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THANK YOU!

176



The Latest Development of 
the Student Assessment 

Repository (STAR) Platform



178

Thematic Seminar – “Assessment for Learning: Territory-wide System Assessment 2025 

and the Latest Development of Student Assessment Repository (STAR) Platform” 

Feedback Survey

Link for Feedback Survey

意見調查超連結
https://forms.office.com/r/E2pwMJcak7



179

Question and Answer Session
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