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Your class is doing a project on public transport in Hong Kong. To
help you think about what to include in your project, your teacher has
given you the recording of a podcast to listen to.

Listen to the recording and answer the questions. The recording will be
played twice. Do as much as you can the first time and answer all
questions the second time. You now have 30 seconds to read the
questions. (music 30 secs.)

The recording will begin now.

Hello everyone! Welcome to Global Transport Tales. I'm Emily, and
joining me today is my co-host, Michael. We’re going underground to
explore one of the world’s most colourful subway systems. Michael,
can you guess which city we’re talking about?

Is it New York, London or Tokyo?

Good guesses, Michael! But we’re actually heading to Hong Kong to
learn about its amazing Mass Transit Railway, or MTR for short. Did
you know that Hong Kong’s MTR is one of the most famous public
transport systems in the world?

I had no idea! Tell me more about it, Emily.

The MTR is a fast and efficient way to travel around Hong Kong.
Trains come every few minutes, so passengers rarely have to wait long.
The MTR has 99 stations, connecting many parts of the city. In 2024, it
carried over 4.75 million passengers per day. The stations are also
known for their vibrant colours, but the colours aren’t just for fun — they
actually serve an important purpose.

That’s interesting! What’s the purpose behind all these colours?

When the MTR was first built in the 1970s, not many people in Hong
Kong could read. So, different colours were used to help these
commuters identify the stations. For example, different shades of red
were used for major stations or interchanges like Mong Kok and
Central.

That’s clever! How are the colours for each station chosen?
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There are several ways. Sometimes, the colours are inspired by the
station’s surroundings. For instance, Ho Man Tin Station is green
because it was built into a hillside. Sometimes, the colour is chosen
based on the station’s name and local history. Choi Hung Station is
multi-coloured because ‘Choi Hung’ means ‘rainbow’ in Cantonese.
Sung Wong Toi Station is yellow, a colour often associated with
emperors in Chinese culture.

It sounds like a lot of thought goes into each station’s design. Is it just
about the colours, or are there other visual elements too?

The MTR stations aren’t just about colours. They also feature unique
artwork. Take Admiralty Station as an example. The artwork, which
uses blue and grey tiles to create both Morse and QR codes, reflects the

area’s naval heritage and modern communication.

(Amazed) That’s fascinating! Commuting feels like travelling through
an art gallery.

It certainly is, Michael. The MTR isn’t just a means of transport; it’s a
reflection of local culture and history.

I’d love to see it someday...(fade out) |
Now, listen to the recording again. {Repeat []}
You have 30 seconds to check your answers. (music 30 secs.)

This is the end of Part 2.
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