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Results of Secondary 3 English Language in TSA 2015

The territory-wide percentage of S.3 students achieving English Language Basic
Competency in TSA 2015 is 69.4%, indicating no significant change in the percentage of

students achieving basic competency in 2015 as compared to that of 2014.

Secondary 3 Assessment Design

Assessment tasks for S.3 English Language were based on the Basic Competency (BC)
Descriptors (Tryout Version) for English Language at the end of Key Stage 3 (Secondary 3)
and the CDC Syllabus for English Language (Secondary 1 — 3) 1999. The tasks covered
the four language skills: listening, reading, writing and speaking, and were designed in
accordance with the learning objectives in three interrelated strands: Interpersonal (IS),

Knowledge (KS) and Experience (ES).

The S.3 written assessments consisted of three sub-papers for Listening, Reading and
Writing, comprising a total of 127 items and 136 score points. Some items appeared in
different Listening and Reading sub-papers acting as inter-paper links. The duration of each
Listening sub-paper was approximately 35 minutes, Reading sub-paper was 35 minutes and
Writing sub-paper was 40 minutes. The oral assessment was comprised of two components,
Individual Presentation and Group Interaction, with eight sub-papers in each component.
The number of items on the various sub-papers is summarized in Table 7.21a. These
numbers include several overlapping items that appear in more than one sub-paper to enable

the equating of test scores. The composition of the S.3 sub-papers is provided in Table

7.21b.

Table 7.21a Number of Items and Score Points for S.3

No. of Items (Score Points)
Subject
Paper 1 Paper 2 Paper 3 Paper4 | Total*
English Language
Written Paper
Listening 30(30) 30(30) 30(30) - 52(52)
Reading 36(36) 36(36) 36(36) - 72(72)
Writing 1(12) 1(12) 1(12) - 3(12)
Total 67(78) 67(78) 67(78) - 127(136)
Speaking
Presentation 2(14) 2(14) 2(14) 2(14) 8(14)
Group Interaction 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) 2(6) 8(6)

* Jtems that appear in different sub-papers are counted once only.
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Table 7.21b Composition of S.3 Sub-papers

Written Assessment Speaking Assessment
Basic No. of Items Basic No. of Items
Competency (Score Points) Competency (Score Points)
OESPI1 - 9ESGI -
. . 9ESP8 9ESGS8
Listening 9ELI 9EL2 9EL3 Individual Group
Presentation | Interaction
L5-L-2-S3BC
(listening strategies) 28(28) 27G7) 2525 LS_Sj_SB’BC 8(4) 84)
L5-L-1-S3BC (ideas)
(language features) 2 33 56)
Reading 9ERI | OER2 | 9ER3 L6-5-6-S3BC 8(4) 0
(organisation)
L6-R-1-S3BC
(reading strategies) 3434 36(36) 32632) L5-S-4-S3BC
L5-R-3-S3BC (vocabulary & language 8(4) 0
(language features) 22) 0 22) patterns)
L5-R-4-S3BC
(reference skills) 0 0 2(2) L5-S-2-S3BC
Writing 9EWI1 | 9EW2 | 9EW3 (pronunciation & 8(4) 0
delive!
L6-W-1-S3BC (content) 1(4) 1(4) 1(4) )
L6-W-3-S3BC (organisation) 1(2) 1Q2) 1(2) (strategies for oral 8(2) 3(2)
L5-W-5-S3BC (features) 1©2) 1©2) 1Q2) communication)
S.3 Listening Items

Each student attempted three listening tasks in one of the three Listening sub-papers (about

35 minutes each). All parts or sections were played twice. Descriptions of the listening

tasks are provided in Tables 7.22 and 7.23.

Table 7.22 S.3 Listening: Distribution of Items

Basic Descriptor No. of
Competency P Items
L5-L-1-S3BC | Understanding the use of a range of language features in 5

simple literary / imaginative spoken texts
L5-L-2-S3BC | Using an increasing range of strategies to understand the 47
meaning of simple texts on familiar and less familiar topics
which are delivered clearly and in generally familiar
accents
TOTAL 52
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Table 7.23 S.3 Listening: Item Description and Question Types

Basic . . . No. of Items
e Item Description Question Type (Score Points)
L5-L-1-S3BC | Conversation — Green Day Activities | Multiple choice 7(7)

9ELI — Part 1
L5-L-2-S3BC OEL3 — Part 1 Short Answer 7(7)
L5-L-1-S3BC | Radio Programme — Library Multiple choice 8(8)
L5-1.-2-S3BC | Promotion
9ELI — Part 2
9EL3 — Part 2
L5-L-2-S3BC | School Radio Report — School Picnic | Multiple choice 8(8)
9ELI — Part 3
9EL2 — Part 2
L5-L-2-S3BC | Conversation & Announcements — Multiple choice 14(14)
Hong Kong Weather Watch
9EL2 — Part 1
L5-L-1-S3BC | Poem — My Smartphone Isn’t Very Multiple choice 8(8)
L5-L-2-S3BC | Smart
9EL2 — Part 3
9EL3 — Part 3
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S.3 Reading Items

Each student attempted three reading tasks in one of the three Reading sub-papers. 35

minutes were allotted for the reading tasks in each of the sub-papers. Descriptions of the

reading tasks are provided in Tables 7.24 and 7.25.

Table 7.24 S.3 Reading: Distribution of Items

Basic s No. of
Competency Items
L6-R-1-S3BC | Using an increasing range of reading strategies to 68
understand the meaning of texts with some degree of
complexity

L5-R-3-S3BC | Understanding the use of a range of language features and 2
other techniques to present themes, characters, experiences
and feelings in simple literary / imaginative texts

L5-R-4-S3BC | Applying a range of reference skills for various purposes 2
with the help of cues

TOTAL 72

Table 7.25 S.3 Reading: Item Description and Question Types

Conlf;esizncy Item Description Question Type (SNc(:;r(:efIE:)einth)
L6-R-1-S3BC | Magazine Articles — Technology | Multiple choice 12(12)
Today
9ERI — Part 1
9ER2 — Part 1
L6-R-1-S3BC | Poem — [ Tried To Do My | Multiple choice 8(8)
L5-R-3-S3BC | Homework
9ERI — Part 2
9ER3 — Part 2
L6-R-1-S3BC | Pamphlet — Job Hunting Multiple choice 16(16)
Information For Students
9ER] — Part 3
L6-R-1-S3BC | Letter — Job Application Multiple choice 8(8)
9ER?2 — Part 2
L6-R-1-S3BC | Graphic Novel Cover & Chapter | Multiple choice 16(16)
Extract — The Fawn Sword
9ER2 — Part 3
9ER3 — Part 3
L6-R-1-S3BC | Blog — Disasters Runners Can | Multiple choice 12(12)
L5-R-4-S3BC | Avoid
9ER3 — Part 1




248

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

S.3 Writing Tasks

Each student attempted a writing task of about 150 words from one of the three Writing

sub-papers. Forty minutes were allotted for the writing task in each of the sub-papers.

Descriptions and topics of the writing tasks are provided in Tables 7.26 and 7.27.

Table 7.26 S.3 Writing: Distribution of Items

Basic Descrintor No. of
Competency P Items
L6-W-1-S3BC Writing a variety of texts for different purposes with 3
relevant and generally adequate content
L6-W-2-S3BC Writing a variety of texts using punctuation marks
and a range of vocabulary and language patterns with
some degree of appropriateness and accuracy to
convey meaning
L6-W-3-S3BC Writing a variety of texts with adequate overall
planning and organisation (including the use of
cohesive devices and paragraphs, and sequencing of
ideas)
L5-W-5-S3BC Writing a variety of texts using the salient features of
a range of genres generally appropriately with the
help of cues
TOTAL 3

Table 7.27 S.3 Writing: Item Description and Question Types

i Item Description No. of Itf.:ms
Competency (Score Points)
L6-W-1-S3BC Article — Wild’n’More Theme Park, Hong Kong 1(12)
L6-W-2-S3BC | 9EWI
L6-W-3-S3BC Email — Choosing the End-Of-Year Activities 1(12)
L5-W-5-S3BC 9EW?2
Speech — Revising and Preparing for Exams 1(12)

9EW3
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S.3 Speaking Tasks

Each student attempted either an ‘Individual Presentation’ (3 minutes for preparation and 2
minutes for assessment) or a ‘Group Interaction’ (3 minutes for preparation and 4 minutes
for assessment). There were altogether 16 sub-papers: two sub-papers each for the
Individual Presentation and Group Interaction, used in morning and afternoon sessions that

took place over two assessment days. Descriptions of the speaking tasks are provided in

Table 7.28.

Table 7.28 S.3 Speaking: Distribution of Tasks

Basic
Competency

Descriptor

Task
Description

No. of Items

L5-S-2-S3BC

Using a range of delivery techniques
(including  stress, rhythm and
intonation) to convey meaning
generally appropriately with the
help of cues

L5-S-3-S3BC

Expressing information and ideas
(including personal experiences,
feelings, opinions, imaginative ideas
and evaluative remarks) with some
elaboration

L5-S-4-S3BC

Using a range of vocabulary and
language patterns with some degree
of appropriacy and accuracy to
convey meaning

L6-S-5-S3BC

Using formulaic expressions and a
range of strategies for oral
communication to establish and
maintain relationships/ interaction in
familiar situations

L6-S-6-S3BC

Using  organising  techniques
generally appropriately to convey
meaning

Individual
Presentation

9ESP1 — 9ESPS

L5-S-3-S3BC

Expressing information and ideas
(including personal experiences,
feelings, opinions, imaginative ideas
and evaluative remarks) with some
elaboration

L6-S-5-S3BC

Using formulaic expressions and a
range of strategies for oral
communication to establish and
maintain relationships /interaction in
familiar situations

Group
Interaction

9ESGI1 — 9ESGS
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Performance of S.3 Students with Minimally Acceptable
Levels of Basic Competence in TSA 2015

S.3 Listening

Design of the Listening Papers

There are a total of three listening sub-papers, 9EL1, 9EL2 and 9EL3. In the sub-papers

there are 5 listening tasks:

Tasks Text Types
Green Day Activities Conversation
Library Promotion Radio Programme
School Picnic School Radio Report
Hong Kong Weather Watch Conversation & Announcements
My Smartphone Isn’t Very Smart Poem

Performance of S.3 Students with Minimally Acceptable Levels of Basic Competence in

Listening Tasks

Students with minimally acceptable levels of basic competence were able to

¢ understand the meaning of simple dialogues in both familiar and unfamiliar topics

e apply their knowledge of the world in various contexts

e extract specific information, comprehend main ideas and use cohesive devices to
connect ideas, use discourse markers and contextual clues, as well as work out the
meaning of unfamiliar words/expressions

¢ understand intonation when dialogues were delivered clearly and in generally
familiar accents.

¢ identify rhymes

Task Name: Green Day Activities (Conversation). This task has a section for
students to fill in blanks while they listen to the conversation.

Task Content: Students and their class teacher are discussing some ‘make and take’

recycling activities to celebrate the first ‘Green Day’ at the school.

Connection — cohesive devices

¢ The majority of students were able to listen to Tommy and Mary’s interaction and

work out what boys would make in the straw craft activity

6. Boys will probably make straws
1 Spaceship 2 Valentnine's Day
3 Star and Moon 4 Amnimal

A 1.2and 4
B 2.3 and 4

[€_h.3anaa

D 1.2and 3

OEL1/3 Part 1 Q.6
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Task Name: Library Promotion (Radio Programme)

Task Content: Simon the radio host is talking to the head librarian Molly about how

libraries have changed. They also talk about library promotion and activities at the State
Library.

Tone

¢ Many students were able to identify how Simon felt when they heard him say
‘Food and drinks? We were never allowed to eat or drink in the library when 1

was younger.’

4. Simon visited the library and saw the coffee shop. He was when Molly
mentioned that food and drinks were allowed in the library.

ocked

B. happy
C. angry
D. sad
9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.4

Task Name: School Picnic (School Radio Report)

Task Content: Tony and Winnie are Campus Radio hosts for a programme about the

school picnic. They talk to different students about what they did on the day of the
school picnic.

Connection — cohesive devices

e Many students were able to work out what food was meant when Toby said that
Josie’s mum delivered ‘it’.

8. Toby says that Josie’s mum delivered ‘it”. ‘It” refers to the

sushi

B. lemon tea
C. milktea
D. fruit juice

9EL1 Part 3/9EL2 Part 2 Q.8
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Task Name: Hong Kong Weather Watch (Conversation and Announcements).
This is an integrated task. There is a poster to read about Hong Kong Weather
Watch and some announcements to listen to.

Task Content: Ms Wong is talking to her class about designing safety posters for a

competition.

Distinguishing main ideas from supporting details

e Many students were able to read the poster and correctly identify another

suitable title.

Hong Kong Weather Watch

5. The poster is titled ‘Hong Kong Weather Watch’. Another title for the poster could be

A How To Have Fun In A Typhoon
B. Anmnouncements For Thrill Seekers
'eather Wamnings - What They Mean

D. When To Use An Umbrella

9EL2 Part 1 Q.5

Task Name: My Smartphone Isn’t Very Smart (Poem)

Task Content: The poem is about the owner of a smart phone lamenting how the phone

used to do many wonderful things but now doesn’t work.

Rhyme
¢ On hearing the second stanza of the
poem many students worked out
the rhyming words.

‘It used to be so awesome,

but now my phone is lame.

It cannot surf the Internet.

It cannot play a game.’

Stanza 2
3. The rhyming words in this stanza are

A awesome and Intemet

ame and game

C. Internet and it
D. playand lame

O9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.3
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S.3 Reading

Design of the Reading Papers

There are a total of three reading sub-papers, 9ER1, 9ER2 and 9ER3. In the sub-papers
there are 6 reading tasks:

Tasks Text Types
Technology Today Magazine Articles
I Tried To Do My Homework Poem
Job Hunting Information For Students Pamphlet
Job Application Letter
The Fawn Sword Graphic Novel Cover & Chapter Extract
Disasters Runners Can Avoid Blog

Performance of S.3 Students with Minimally Acceptable Levels of Basic Competence in
Reading Tasks

Students with minimally acceptable levels of basic competence were able to

¢ understand the meaning of simple texts written for various purposes, contexts and
audiences

e extract or locate specific information from different text-types such as magazine articles,
a poem, a pamphlet, a letter, a blog and a graphic novel cover and chapter extract

¢ identify rhymes

¢ identify different text types

¢ work out the meaning of unfamiliar expressions and use reference skills

¢ identify connections between supporting ideas and main ideas

¢ infer meaning from the context provided

Task Name: Technology Today (Magazine Articles)

Task Content: The magazine articles are about technology and advertising in the 21*

century and the launch of a particular smartphone.

Main Idea

e Many students were able to work out what the celebrities were using social media for.

3. Celebrities are using Friendsbook and Tweety to

A make more friends
B. work for free

omote clothes and other items

D. write to pen-pals

O9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.3
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Task Name: I Tried To Do My Homework (Poem)

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Some celebrities use their star
power to advertise products. If
you like a star and follow them on
Friendsbook or Tweety. they will
probably promote products to

you. Stars don’t do it for free.
Companies know that a star
tweetering to their fans about their
products reaches more people
than any advertisement on
television or in a newspaper.

The exposure can be huge! Stars
can make lots of money by
tweetering. It only takes sentences
like. ..

“Want to see how BlueBlue Jeans make your legs
look longer? Look at me!™

Candy Cards, the famous reality TV star, promoted
BlueBlue Jeans© with this tweeter!

Task Content: The poem is about a student who gets distracted by his computer and

social media and has problems doing his homework.

Inference

e Many students were able to read and infer what the word ‘stuff’ referred to in the

fourth stanza of the poem.

7. In stanza four, line 16, the student refers to “stuff’. The ‘stuff” that he did was
A texting friends, emailing and singing
exting friends, watching videos and playing a game
C. playing with the cat, watching a video and talking to his mother
D. talking to his mother, talking to his teacher and going to bed

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.7

I looked up at the clock

and it was time to go to bed.

I didn't get my homework done;
just other stuff instead.
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Task Name: Job Hunting Information For Students (Pamphlet)

Task Content: The pamphlet gives students tips on what to do in an interview, what to

wear and how to behave.

Connection between ideas

e Many students were able to connect the ideas and work out what men should wear to

an interview.

= MENSWEAR
10. Men should wear a ) e sy
P . : two- wear
t and tie piece character
B. tie and shorts matching ties —ties
C. character tie and suit " that have
. should be strange
D. suit and no socks either designs or characters
dark blue on them.
or grey.
9ERI Part 3 Q.IO Don’t wear shorts.

Wear a long-sleeved
shirt that is white, or
has a conservative
pattern, or one that
complements/
matches

your suit.

Socks should beina
dark colour.

Wear business shoes
or dress shoes.

NS

Task Name: Job Application (Letter)

Don’t wear trendy,
fashionable clothes.

Don’t wear makeup.

Task Content: A student has written a letter applying for the position of Junior

Reporter.

Specific Information

e The majority of students were able to work out which position Peter wanted to apply

for.

1. Peter wants to apply for the position of
A English Society member
B. Campus TV reporter
C. English Newsletter Group member

Junior Reporter

9ER?2 Part 2 Q.1

[ understand that you are setting up a Junior Reporters Group for the local newspaper. I

wish to apply for the position of Junior Reporter.
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Task Name: The Fawn Sword (Graphic Novel Cover & Chapter Extract)

Task Content: A cover of the graphic novel The Fawn Sword is given. The chapter
extract is the first page of chapter one in which we learn of the Fawn Sword and Asha’s

role in the story.

Contextual Clue

e The majority of students could use the contextual clues provided and work out

who Asha was.

Chapter 1 5. Ashais
A aboyin the story

e main character in the story

C. the name of the sword
D. the name of the council

Paragraph One

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.5

No one believed in the existence of the Fawn sword, which had not been seen for a long time.
No one even knew what it looked like. There were no pictures or drawings. Every time the sword
was mentioned, it was in a story of daring or in a fight of good against evil. How then could Asha
find something that probably didn’t exist and deliver it to the council to save her family?

Task Name: Disasters Runners Can Avoid (Blog)

Task Content: A blog about what can happen to runners and how to avoid the disasters.

Dictionary Skills

e Many students could use the dictionary entry provided and work out the
meaning of the word used in the title.

1. Look at the section titled Cramps Now look at the dictionary entry for ‘cramps’ below.
Which meaning corresponds to the word in the title?

1. (n) atool used to clamp two objects 2. (V) to stop the development of
together for glhuing or other work something
e.g. The wooden blocks are held e.g. The rules and regulations will
togerher by cramps until the glue cramp the growth of the economy.
dries.
3. (n) an involuntary contraction of a 4. (phr) prevent someone from acting
muscle or muscles caused by tiredness freely
or stress e.g. My farher is going ro cramp my
e.g. He suffered from severe styvle if he comes ro the cinema with us.
stomach cramps after eating too much
dessert. CRAMPS
Caused by...
1. not enough running during the
A 1 week.
B -~ 2. a start that was too fast.
3 How teo avoid cramps
- 1. Strengthen muscles by running
D. 4 more.
2. Pay attention to your watch! Excitement makes
h by kil feel sv. b d "
9ER3 Part 1 Q.l :a:-t.ear ilometres feel easy. but don’t run too

3. Drink water/sports drink according to your thirst
level.

4. Before the race, eat salty foods like pretzels and
nuts. Use fast food salt packets during the race.
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S.3 Writing

Students were instructed to complete a written assessment of about 150 words in 40
minutes. Students with minimally acceptable levels of basic competence in writing

demonstrated the following characteristics:

e generally relevant and adequate content but with limited ideas and little or no

elaboration

e paragraphs generally developed based on prompts with an attempt to use cohesive

devices and sequence ideas appropriately

e the use of familiar vocabulary and simple language patterns with some degree of

appropriacy and accuracy to convey meaning

¢ reasonably comprehensible pieces of writing despite a fair number of language and/or

stylistic errors

Article — Welcome To Wild’'n’More Theme Park (9EW1)

In this task, students were asked to write an article in which they reported on their visit to

the new theme park that had just opened in Hong Kong. Picture prompts were provided.

A new theme park just opened in Hong Kong. Your class was lucky enough to visit the park

before the grand opening. Write an article for the school magazine describing what

happened during your visit and what you think about the new theme park and its attractions.

Give your article an interesting title.

You may use some of the ideas from the leaflet and/or your own ideas in your writing. Write

the article in about 150 words.

So many excirting activities!
Bring your friends and
family!

Meet the animals in the

e
You might even get a
15 chance 1o feed them!

Daily animal shows!

Buy souvenirs in one of our many

gift shops!

Opening Hours
Mon - Fri: 9:00 a.m. — 8:30 p.m.
Sat, Sun and Public Holidays
2:00 a.m. — 10:30 p.m.

Tickets
Buy online and save time
www.wildnmorethemepark.com

Adulrt (aged 12 or above) 5290
Child (aged 3 —11) s110
tme in the park! Full rime Student (aged 12 or above) $140
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Email — Choosing the end-of-year activities (9EWZ2)

In this task, students were asked to reply to an email to help select some end-of-year

activities. Picture prompts were provided for the students as input.

You are a member of the Student Union. You have been asked by Mr. Lai, the head of the
End-of-Year Activity Committee, to help select some end-of-year activities. Read Mr. Lai’s

email, look at the pictures and write your email.

You may use some of the ideas from the email and pictures and/or your own ideas in your

writing. Write your email in about 150 words.

LB

TO: jackieleung234@skfgirss.edu.hk; marywong@skfgirss.edu.hk;
O: tommyau@skfgirss.edu.hk; adamhon@skfgirss.edu.hk

SUBJECT: Choosing the end-of-year actlvitlies
SEND=="1

Dear Members of the Student Union,

The End-of-Year Activity Committee met recently and we have come
up with some suggestions for the end-of-year activities. We would like
to have the input of all members of the Student Union.

We need to have a list of activities that students will be interested in.
They have to be activities that won't cost too much money and aren't
too far away from the school. They can be half day or whole day
activities.

We have included some pictures of activities. Choose some and let
us know in an email what you think about them, and which ones
students would prefer and why. If you have any ideas for other
activities, then please add your suggestions to the email.

| look forward to reading your emails. & Attachment: Pictures of some suggested end-of-year activities

Best regards,
Mr. Lai

&

——
LARSIE 2oy Lol Lo

[TOCTTJT0Ee 1 I TECOME- TP-oulir 1L Sl
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Speech — Revising and Preparing for Exams (9EW3)

In this task, students were asked to write a speech about how students can prepare for

exams. Picture prompts were provided.

Exams are coming soon. Your principal has asked you to write a speech about how students
can prepare for exams, the things they should and should not do and why. You will present

your speech at morning assembly.

In about 150 words, write your speech. You may use some of the ideas from the notes the

principal gave you and/or your own ideas in your writing.

1 =l | 1 1

o= s = =
l Revising and preparing for exams
- -I-—:
Things to do
=D

3
S

Things not to do

T

|-

Voo

L
g

-
vV

1

]
W

259



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The following Student Exemplars are written compositions that indicate the minimally
acceptable levels of basic competence in writing and the characteristics mentioned

previously.

Article — Welcome To Wild’n’More Theme Park (9EW1) - Student Exemplar 1

i | | ] D
Title Fun in Ak Ic; o Moce  Thewe tark
provided
Lost ek, | vist 1 west \en
Short but et ."E wns lugw o yigt  he newest Theme ?Q,kl ;.,, :
suitable Ll I‘JL.]J:. More... J::fnu_-m ,ﬁm\-} oFu\mG\ T WnS so aweler ot
introduction L gl ke 4 ta o -I

"~ [Bs e dhe thone hugikew e i, o vides anl atfradios 1 fhe

ok wal § fon ove o gl agec. The pides T vl lde fo meation 3s
v s b
1 | S vide . 1 wac dmd\a wel-kinoum  fhed  all ot wew gk

heard aboud  Lidore  In 4.\? Syhe ride' ?]Qﬂﬂ'j_uﬁh b i Hhe
wolley copdey and gn'im-_ He @m&'}‘nﬂj Jowrntvs Al a“ e tare are 3D

g

M"‘" 'r‘}'h—!n-— {lfﬂ' “Ii\ﬂ: Soms. Sters _jry_ErJnj s eracle

Information Jm.ls -

copied from _ Kﬂidd o Ahe n&M i Knowa: e fhe Rk
picture _,'i_mi-] B“"f}"‘T“" (are hm%‘(u\.mg.lt |'I\ Yua {en \JA'}'(_L
prompts Del animal shows  7n  the ias. and g MHH epn gl o e

v

AlLo 'E.e.tl ‘&RI'LYM P .f,im Al A \pum] 1'““; to sme o} the
K | ohking, t7ciom_and -tmuﬁﬁj‘d-
What o frdeadic w|ate it 1s ! The '!"LLEi‘ ard ale  wi_teo
] + t \ i —1 \ -
Short Ml@nﬁ,nﬁun&; .thl._"lhm%_#n_‘a&d_"b‘b_J.LihL__

conclusion hsu_ﬂm_?‘if_ fam__can LEL‘F Wore fn?ur\':iian,__',fmm _w_uw.,_wﬂkhmi‘_@.-

4

ihwnm-u]( - Cown
|

Annotation - Student Exemplar 1

1 The writer mentions and gives details about a ride not given in the prompts

introduce to you instead of introduce it to you, As all the theme park
instead of As with all theme parks, you may know the the park is wild
instead of you may know that the park is wild, going to crack you down
instead of going to hit your head/going to crash down on you

B ] Errors in expression/tense — which called instead of which is called,

o—e Vocabulary used is simple and understandable but the majority of it has
been taken from the prompts provided
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Email — Choosing the end-of-year activities (9EW?2) - Student Exemplar 2

5 __1;]_{21

To: mr.lai@skfglrss .edu.hk
susJsecT: | My suggestions for the end-of-year achwtias [

[SEND==1

1

Dear Mr Lai .
The End. - of - Year Qc,‘twi‘bj iS¢ oommg 1 Suggest some ac—ﬁurﬁts

-tmrt, Stwdents w_‘\\ bé interested. In. e
_First,_we can go o some mmp\hg vilage 1o have some, activites,
Such as h\blng and T\mbmg wp . These activites con mMmake _s'tv«dm‘fi be
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close

Annotation - Student Exemplar

The email has a greeting and a complimentary close but the complimentary
1 | closeis Best regards, Eunice — the name is not taken from the address list
in the email but the student has used another name. It aso has a brief
introduction explaining the reason for the email. A brief closing is aso
provided before the complimentary close to end the email

Discourse markers are used — first, second, third, but in paragraph two the
writer uses last and then in paragraph three uses lastly

Errors in tenses — students was tired instead of are/were tired, the cinema
had instead of the cinema has, we can organised instead of we can
organise
There are errors in vocabulary and expression some of which affect
meaning — climbing up used to describe the rope climbing/hang rope
activity, roller-skactor instead of roller coaster, there had many games
instead of there are many games
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Speech — Revising and Preparing for Exams (9EW3) - Student Exemplar 3

Good morning everyone,

Brief Today I am going to talk about revising and preparing for exams. I l bi"\k

ntroduction "o lots  chwld, 6Tuc{u narel . Also, we should_olo somt

@%tlx_ a_c)Qgg_nj_Lﬁaaﬁ_anﬂ_m fer| gick
whin _we FIP Liauingy  2X _&:o{)m shuld  sleep edrly

so_thal wt Wil TARUQ 2haygki. quw__ﬁqﬂmnd.ﬁﬁiﬁ 2
We alo chuwld pay atteritim e ve ave i~ 4
_dﬂ}L_EEPE\\H. AL Cc{r'\ studv  with sy Frrend i)

\.Ibﬁlﬂ-} s +hat rp_»g_,;au_gh,ﬁ.d ape Qﬁa&ﬂ;ﬂbﬁ

S@Mﬁ»ﬁ _pliy mnmt oame_ n_ﬁ(z_'_"
do not  STwsdu. s/muf/iﬂf Slgf /ETZ

_%sr ?]ﬂlj‘hf} or mﬂhm"wwm‘l‘w hJe wfll .

wiln = —
R S I T o b B STl
Dwr_pavals will be s> EMQW mot p{/_safo ointed wifte
ws. We lts couldln 't cAodl ” hon M_Bye_ﬁ&km?_&am

et | Tt VAW, 3 oy Soxows pulishwt i teacker Ko it
o s T ey speh TadY [ TRanK You T

Crop ‘pw il Wm%m

Annotation - Student Exemplar 3

. The speech contains an appropriate introduction and closing

The speech aso contains extremely brief, smple ideas. Ideas are linked
2 -
within and between paragraphs

There are errors in expression and singular/plural — we should sleep early
instead of we should go to sleep early, exam instead of exams, energy for
second day instead of energy for the second day, it will have a instead of
there will be, fall exam instead of fail exam(s), it will have a serious
punishment if teacher know it instead of there will be serious
conseguences/punishments if the teachers find out

—~— Discourse markers are used — second, third (used twice), finally, but the
writer has mixed up their order and firstly is not used at al.
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S.3 Speaking

12 or 24 students (depending on the school size) were randomly selected from each school
to participate in the oral assessment. A standard of basic competency in speaking was not
set due to the relatively small sample size of students. However, a summary of the overall
performance levels of students is given in the section ‘General Comments on S.3 Student

Performances’.

Best Performance of S.3 Students in TSA 2015
S.3 Listening

Performance of S.3 Students with Best Performance in Listening Tasks

Students with best performance were able to correctly answer a range of higher order

questions as well as demonstrate the ability to

¢ understand topics, ideas, information, preferences, intentions and attitudes in simple
spoken texts in familiar and unfamiliar topics

e extract specific information, connect ideas and work out meanings of words using
contextual clues

e discriminate between intonation for a range of purposes when dialogues were
delivered clearly and in generally familiar accents.

¢ identify personification in a poem

For task contents please refer to the “Performance of S.3 Students with Minimally

Acceptable Levels of Basic Competence in Listening Tasks” Section.

Task Name: Green Day Activities (Conversation). This task has a section for
students to fill in blanks while they listen to the conversation.

Tone

¢ The more able students were capable of detecting the tone in the speaker’s voice

when Mary said ‘Look Tommy...’

4. Tommy makes comments about Mary’s activity. When Mary says ‘Look Tommy...", she is

A calm

[B_pnery

C. happy
D. sad

9EL1/3 Part 1 Q.4
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Task Name: Library Promotion (Radio Programme)

Connection — cohesive devices

¢ The more able students were capable of connecting ideas when they listened to the
interaction between the Radio Host Simon and the librarian Molly about the ways

libraries have changed over the years.

2. Libraries have changed and some of the changes are

A the work of the librarian
B. how the library is used
C. more activities to attract users

of the above

9EL1/3 Part 2 Q.2

Task Name: School Picnic (School Radio Report)

Specific Information

e Students with the best performance were capable of working out what the
representatives could report on from the choices provided when they heard Tony
say ‘...Today we have one representative from each form in the studio to report
on the preparation that took place before the picnic.” and Winnie continue with
‘We are also going to learn where the different classes went, the activities and

what happened on the day as well as anything else they want to tell us.’

4. The representatives can report on

1. exchange students at the picnic 2. where classes went on their picnic
3. the preparation before the picnic 4. different activities at the picnic

A 1. 2and3
[B. ].3and4

C. 1.3and4

D. 1.2and4

OEL1 Part 3/9EL?2 Part 2 Q.4
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Task Name: Hong Kong Weather Watch (Conversation and Announcements).
This is an integrated task. There is a poster to read about Hong Kong Weather

Watch and some announcements to listen to.

Unfamiliar Word/Expression

¢ Students with the best performance were capable of working out the meaning of

unfamiliar words and were able to determine what was meant by the term ‘thrill
seeker’.

7. Peter calls his brother a “thrill seeker’. A “thrill seeker’ is a person who

A searches for people in dangerous weather
B. designs typhoon warning safety posters

es part in activities that involve danger
D. enjoys taking photos with friends

9EL2 Part 1 Q.7

Task Name: My Smartphone Isn’t Very Smart (Poem)

Personification

¢ The more able students understood the term personification and were able to work

out the words that were used in the first stanza giving the phone human qualities.
My Smartphone isn’t very smart.

In fact it’s rather dumb.

It’s dumber than a doorknob

Or a piece of chewing gum.

Stanza l

1. Personification is used in poetry to give things human qualities or features. In stanza one. the
words that are used to give the phone human qualities are

A piece, smart, dumb
B. smart, dumber, doorknob
C. dumber, doorknob, chewing gum

[D Jsmart, dumber, dumb

9EL2/3 Part 3 Q.1
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S.3 Reading

Performance of S.3 Students with Best Performance in Reading Tasks

Students with best performance did well at the basic competency level and they were also

able to correctly answer a range of higher order questions as well as

e use a wider range of reading strategies to understand the meaning of texts with some
degree of complexity

¢ demonstrate ability to use strategies to determine the meaning of texts written on
familiar and unfamiliar topics and for various purposes, contexts and audiences

e extract or locate specific information from different text-types such as magazine articles,
a poem, a pamphlet, a letter, the cover of a graphic novel and a chapter extract and a
blog

¢ use inference skills in passages with some degree of complexity

For task contents please refer to the “Performance of S.3 Students with Minimally

Acceptable Levels of Basic Competence in Reading Tasks” Section.

Task Name: Technology Today (Magazine Articles)

Unfamiliar Word/Expression

® Generally students could determine the meaning of unfamiliar words and
expressions. For example, from reading the magazine article about technology

students were able to determine how pen-pals communicate.

In the past, people had

pen-pals. Now people are ‘friending” us on our
Friendsbook page. We can also email or text someone.
If we really like something, we can also tweeter about it
using a site like Tweety. Communication is much faster
now!

2. ‘Pen-pals’ are people who communicate with someone using

A email
B. texts
C. telephone

letters

9ER1/2 Part 1 Q.2
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Task Name: I Tried To Do My Homework (Poem)

Identifying main ideas

e Students could generally identify main ideas. They were able to work out

who/what the student blames for not getting his homework done when they read
the last stanza of the poem.

I hope my teacher listens
to the cause of my inaction.
It’s really not my fault the world

is just one big distraction.

Stanza Five

8. Inthe last stanza, the student blames not getting his homework done on .

-'eq'thing else but himself

B. being lazy and playing with the cat
C. helping his mother check her email
D. making a cat video

9ER1/3 Part 2 Q.8

Task Name: Job Hunting Information For Students (Pamphlet)

Knowledge of the world

e Generally students were able to use their knowledge of the world to correctly
determine what they could also audition for.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS

A JOE INTERVIEW

1S AN AUDITIORN.

Make sure yvyou're dreassecd

for thhee part with thaesoa tips.
—

Dress For Success

9. A job interview is an ‘audition’. You can also audition for

A aplay
B. afilm
C. amusical

of the above

9ER1 Part 3 Q.9
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Task Name: Job Application (Letter)
Inference Skills

e Students could comprehend information that was implied and were able to

correctly determine who the articles would be written for.

Dear Editor,

I understand that you are setting up a Junior Reporters Group for the local newspaper. I
wish to apply for the position of Junior Reporter.

I feel that I would be a very suitable candidate as I have a lot of relevant experience. |
have been a member of my school’s English Newsletter Group for the last three years. I

2. The articles that the Junior Reporters Group will be writing are for

A. secondary students only

B. |anyonc who reads the local newspaper
C. primary students only

D. none of the above

O9ER2 Part 2 Q.2

Task Name: The Fawn Sword (Graphic Novel Cover & Chapter Extract)

Connection between Ideas

e Students were able to connect the ideas and work out how many members were in

Asha’s family.

8. There are people 1 Asha’s family.
A. four
B. three
C. two

Eﬁve

Asha didn’t know how she was going to do it. but she knew that she had
to try. The council held her parents. brother and sister. It was her job
now to follow the trail of a long lost sword and save those she loved.

9ER2/3 Part 3 Q.8
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Task Name: Disasters Runners Can Avoid (Blog)

Dictionary Skills

e Able students were able to use their dictionary skills to choose the correct meaning

from the options provided.

HEATSTROKE i /
Strokes can be life threatening. In hot weather, runners should slow down. Otherwise, ‘"}\Q
the human body can’t supply enough blood to cool the runner and keep muscles /] ?
working!

1
How to avoid heatstroke

1. The day before a race, drink at least 3.5 litres of water.
2. On race day, drink at least half a litre of a sports drink to prevent electrolyte loss.

3. Wear clothing that allows heat to escape. A white hat deflects the sun. Put ice 3
under your hat to cool your head!

10. Look at the section titled Heatstroke. Now look at the dictionary entry for ‘stroke” below.
Which meaning corresponds to the word in the title?

1. (n) an act of hitting or striking 2. (n) a mark made by drawing a pen,
someone or something; a blow pencil or paintbrush in one direction
e.g. The student received a stroke of across paper of canvas
the cane for misbehaving. e.g. The painter applied the gold paint
with one careful stroke.
3. (v) move one’s hand with gentle 4. (n)a sudden attack or loss of
pressure over a surface; caress consciousness caused by an interruption
e.g. He put his hand on the dog's in the flow of blood to the brain
body and gave it a long stroke. e.g. The man suffered a stroke and was
taken to hospital.
A1l
B. 2
C. 3

9ER3 Part 1 Q.10
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S.3 Writing

Most students with good performance in writing demonstrated competence and an attempt

to communicate relevant ideas, information, opinions and feelings appropriate to the

context and purpose.

The following Student Exemplars are written passages that have the following

characteristics:

relevant content and ideas expressed effectively

adequate overall planning and organisation

paragraphs developed with supporting details

coherent links within and between paragraphs

wider range of vocabulary and language patterns used appropriately

few grammatical, spelling, capitalisation and punctuation mistakes

features used correctly with few tense shifts and a better focus on the subject and event

clear understanding of the audience and format as well as context and purpose



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Article — Welcome To Wild’n’More Theme Park (9EW1) - Student Exemplar 4

1

The Bacowater of the Ceal ond T
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Annotation - Student Exemplar 4

1

Appropriate title, introductory paragraph and concluding paragraph and
features of an article are evident

Ideas are generally expressed clearly and effectively — and an example of
this is the encounter with the seal. The basis of the idea comes from the
prompt but the idea has been elaborated on with details like the seal
clapping and saying hello to the audience...

Good range of language patterns

Coherent links throughout the article

Good range and use of topic specific vocabulary — rollercoaster, cable car,
seal, dizzy

Ideas are generally expressed clearly and effectively with elaboration. The
writer talks about the visit and the various attractions, and also mentions
rides he/she went on and personal experience of these rides as well as the
feelings of others who went on the rides. The writer also mentions rides
that are suitable for adults and children as well as recommending the park
to everyone she/he knows and encouraging the reader to visit the park. The
writer also mentions food and ticket prices and compares the prices briefly

—~— Some expressions used incorrectly but these do not impede the
understanding/meaning —At last instead of finally, staffs instead of staff
Grrenn » Tense — queues instead of queued
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Email — Choosing the end-of-year activities (9EWZ2) - Student Exemplar 5

2 SRR i L o A e PO i e W |y | P |
TO: [mr.lal@skfglrss edu hk o ]
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Annotation - Student Exemplar 5

1

The email has a greeting and a complimentary close but the greeting has
additional information provided — Dear Mr. Lai, the head of the End-of-
Year Activity committee and the complimentary close is a sign off from a
group, rather than from just the writer — Best regards, Members of the
student Union

Each paragraph is well developed with lots of details, especially the fifth
paragraph where the writer suggests combining two activities into one

The email has been expanded beyond the prompts/pictures provided by
also using original ideas linked closely to the topic

Some good use of vocabulary — my first priority, eminent, living conditions
as we all know are cramped, hiking offers us

Some errors in vocabulary and expression — reputuation instead of
reputation, appoarching instead of approaching, perspectively instead of
respectively, within half day instead of within half a day, help us prevent
from suffering disease instead of prevent disease

> Verb subject agreement — it is instead of they are
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Speech — Revising and Preparing for Exams (9EW3) - Student Exemplar 6

Good morning everyone,

Today I am going to talk about revising and preparing for exams. I want +e

talk about the things that we Showld de Befre the exam,

I will revise the things that the teackers TAWht Th The
|esson -sbfTé.’Y Sehael  In |esSong, Paving attention (5 an

Mttitude That Students sShewlk have . After The [essing,

gven Tn recesses or lunch trme., I will read hesks | 2

IR7 MAy br‘ﬂujhi; a lot O presswe Tov WS ,50 We (an

do Some EXeylises OF Sports with Trieweds tv Felax
~—
om.rcif.."'/!vrcwu, we SJhontd J’Hcf earlier becawse

T —

weé CAn be Pare Attenlive Tn [Lesons 0 Cle hest

day . Uxcept the things That we Shoudde o the above,
Thete Arée pfse Jv wath]n_ﬂ that we ShowlL rat do
ba]"sre, the CeXoh~. F:JI’ Oxangle , We Jhanl dn’t ,Nag Vid eo

9 ames f“’t A whole day, Jtis Wasting owr Tine . nd we
shounld Mt Sleep after 11700 Py Yhis will affect
pr Attentijvgnecs ovn. the hext atav;-morct?ucr,-f‘”'-“b

e ———————
Students may hot €at breaffast Th Vhe mrolning own

$ &had ﬂ(a‘?‘;, bu¥ f’f' The exoumw, ne Shouwld 2at hreakfast

frv better peifirmances.
If ne dont stndy , we may be prinizhed bo
Gt Teachers And parents belawie of 9¢lting bad

ye,;.v}tj.ﬁwt! e will 12t Thepe Adown 0. Fuithermore,

if 'azw- ey "'a___wamt Yo get gor feswlts , except the

‘thsz 5\}!(”/‘ ’A‘j Aredomvb‘erl"‘a{ ALJL;VI Ijrtvlg_fA 't,;'l' _r‘f’i.di'? 6er‘|"cf

befrré The Zxam Yor 'fueH-;?}’cJ{;aw,( ‘pcrffrm,m;z_(. Guvd [unefel
—— S

——

275




276

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

Annotation - Student Exemplar 6

The writer has provided an opening and closing of the speech

Some good ideas that are relevant to the topic and which are elaborated on
briefly with few details, like students’ attitude. Ideas are given — like
reading books but then not connected directly to the next few sentences
which refer to relaxing and what students can do to ease pressure. The
writer also notes that students must eat breakfast but just briefly mentions
that it is to ensure better performances. He/She fails to elaborate on how
this would help improve performance

—& The writer switches between the first person singular (I) and first person

plural (we) and also uses a very informal expression — you guys in the
speech, which is not appropriate tone wise given the location/function and
the audience — principal, teachers and students

Errors in spelling and expression are made which do not affect meaning —
even in recesses instead of even at recess, studying everytime instead of
studying all the time, relax ourself instead of relax (ourself should be
ourselves), should not sleep after 11 instead of we should go to sleep after
11, attentiveness on the next day instead of attentiveness the next day, for
well prepared performances instead of so that you get good results
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S.3 Speaking

Individual Presentations

Students with good speaking skills were competent in the following four areas: ‘ideas and

organisation’, ‘vocabulary and language patterns’, ‘pronunciation and delivery’ and

‘strategies for oral communication’.

Students expressed ideas, information and opinions that were relevant and reasonably

clear with supporting details.

Students were capable of using varied and appropriate language patterns and

vocabulary to enrich their presentation.

They could also speak fluently with few errors in pronunciation and use intonation to

enhance their presentation.

They showed an awareness of their audience by maintaining good eye contact with the

oral examiners.

Group Interactions

Students with good speaking skills were competent in conveying ideas intelligibly as well

as using simple strategies for effective oral communication.

Students could respond to relevant ideas with supporting details provided. They
demonstrated a good range of vocabulary and were reasonably clear in expressing
opinions. Pronunciation of familiar and unfamiliar words was generally clear and

accurate.

Students could use various strategies for oral communication. They could maintain
interaction through a range of communicative strategies, such as posing questions to
elicit opinions from other group members by asking “What do you think?” and ‘What’s

your opinion?’ They also encouraged other members to further elaborate their ideas by

saying things like ‘Can you tell us more about...” They were effective group facilitators.
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General Comments on S.3 Student Performances

S.3 Listening

Students at the Basic Competency level performed well with extracting specific
information from spoken texts. They could understand conversations supported by
context, careful or slowed speech, repetitions or rephrasing. They could distinguish
most common word-order patterns but had difficulty with tense shifts and more

COl’l’lplCX sentence structures.

Most students understood simple texts with familiar topics. Generally students could
work out the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions when a simple and familiar

context was given.

Most students were also able to select answers based on contextual clues provided as

well as connect ideas.

Generally students were able to identify the context provided and also identify the main

idea of the piece.
Students were able to distinguish a speaker’s feelings from the information provided.

Students were also able to apply their knowledge of the world to correctly select

ansSwers.

S.3 Reading

Most students were capable of locating specific information from different text types.

Many students could interpret the meaning of unfamiliar words and expressions with

contextual clues.
Quite a number of students were able to infer meaning from the context provided.

Many students were able to understand the connection between ideas and also locate

information to support or connect ideas.

Students could also identify details that support a main idea using the information
provided.

The majority of students were able to work out simple rhymes when reading a poem.

Students were also able to apply their knowledge of the world to correctly select

answers.
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S.3 Writing

Students writing well-organised paragraphs and providing additional details for their

ideas scored 3 and 4 for Content and Language.

Students scoring 2 or 1 for Content and Language tended to provide few ideas and

generally based their writing on the prompts.

Off-topic writing passages were awarded O for Content and Features and did not score

more than a 2 for Organisation and Language.

Using a wider range of vocabulary with fewer grammatical errors, capable students
could provide more supporting details to their main ideas in their writing. (Student
exemplar #4 — Article — Welcome To Wild’n’More Theme Park and student exemplar
#5 — Email — Choosing the end-of-year activities and exemplar #6 — Speech — Revising

and Preparing for Exams)

Although students could write well-organised paragraphs, few could elaborate on the
topic and generally based their comments on the prompts. (Student exemplar #1 —
Article — Welcome To Wild’n’More Theme Park)

Students with better writing skills could develop well-organised paragraphs and could,
for instance, give a detailed account of a visit to the latest theme park and why it was a
great visit, or determine which end-of-year activities would be better for students and
give reasons to support their choices. They elaborated on the prompts provided and also
added their own information. (Student exemplar #4 — Article — Welcome To
Wild’n’More Theme Park and Student exemplar #5 — Email — Choosing the end-of-

year activities)

On the topic about preparing for exams, students generally used simple language
patterns and their ideas generally lacked elaboration or connection to the topic — for
example, exercise was mentioned, but it was not clearly connected to why exercise
would benefit a student revising and preparing for exams, only to say that you would
not feel sick in the exam. Although errors in spelling and grammar were evident,
comprehension was not hindered. (Student exemplar #3 — Speech — Revising and

Preparing for Exams)

Capable students also wrote speeches in which they elaborated on ideas of revising
and preparing for exams. They were able to continue and finish the speech correctly.

(Student exemplar #6 — Speech — Revising and Preparing for Exams)

Students, in many instances, misused common words and expressions. They also
misspelled common words and it was evident that proofreading was not being done.
It was also evident that some students were hindered by their inability to use simple

tenses as well as using the singular or plural. (Student exemplar #1 — Article —
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Welcome To Wild’n’More Theme Park, Student exemplar #2 — Email — Choosing the
end-of-year activities and Student exemplar #3 — Speech — Revising and Preparing for

Exams)

S.3 Speaking

Overall speaking performance

Students were generally able to present relevant ideas clearly, though some had

difficulties in organising their ideas coherently.

Although some students used limited vocabulary, basic sentence structures or
inaccurate grammatical structures, they understood the tasks and made a good attempt

to share their ideas logically.

Individual Presentation

About half of the students could support their ideas with adequate examples and deliver
their presentation using simple language patterns and familiar vocabulary. Some of

them, however, relied heavily on the given prompts and could not elaborate their ideas.

Some students were unfamiliar with some key words and made errors in their
pronunciation, for example, ‘traffic problem’, ‘traffic’, ‘elective’, ‘extra-curricular

activities’, ‘career’ and ‘product’.

Some weaker students read directly from their notes and did not make eye contact with

their audience.

Group Interaction

Although most students could express and respond to ideas that were relevant to the
topics, some of them failed to elaborate their ideas in greater detail. Some weaker
students managed to join the discussion with the help of more capable students or

prompts.

Students could generally use limited range of formulaic expressions to respond to others,

for example, ‘I agree with you’.

Most students were able to sustain the discussion. Although some students responded
very well to others’ ideas before adding their own points, many of them responded
mechanically or unnaturally to others and continued by making their own ‘individual
presentations’. Greater amounts of ‘fixed” turn-taking (i.e. one student after another and
this fixed order would be followed by the students instead of turn-taking being
determined by those with ideas to contribute) were evident with conversations being

stilted and unnatural as a result.
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Overview of Student Performances in English Language

at Secondary 3 TSA 2013-2015

The percentage of S.3 students achieving Basic Competency in 2015 was 69.4 %. The

percentage for the year 2014 was 69.3 % as shown in Table 7.29.

Table 7.29 Percentages of S.3 Students Achieving English Language Basic

Competency in 2013-2015

Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
2013 69.5
2014 69.3
2015 69.4

An overview of Student Performances in English Language at S.3 TSA 2013-2015

provides useful information on how teachers can help students improve their skills.

Table 7.30 summarises such an overview.
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Comparison of Student Performances
Language at Primary 3, Primary 6 and Secondary 3 TSA

2015

This was the tenth year that Secondary 3 students participated in the Territory-wide System
Assessment at the end of Key Stage 3. The percentage of S.3 students achieving Basic
Competency in 2015 was slightly higher than the percentage for the year 2014 as shown in

ENGLISH LANGUAGE

in English

Table 7.31.
Table 7.31 Percentage of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
Year % of Students Achieving English Language Basic Competency
Level 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012 | 2013 | 2014 | 2015
P3 759 | 788 | 794 | 795 | 79.3 # 79.2 | 79.8 | 79.7 | 80.4 | 80.3 | 804
P.6 - 70.5 | 71.3 | 71.3 | 71.5 # 71.6 | 71.7 A 724 A 72.0
S.3 -- -- 68.6 | 69.2 | 689 | 688 | 692 | 69.2 | 69.1 | 69.5 | 693 | 694

# Due to Human Swine Influenza causing the suspension of primary schools, the TSA was cancelled and no
data has been provided.
A The 2012 and 2014 P.6 TSA were suspended. As participation in the 2012 and 2014 P.6 TSA was on a

voluntary basis, not all P.6 students were involved and hence no territory-wide data is provided in this

report.
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